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PREFACE. 



A PUBLICATION on the Politics of Lower Cana- 
-da, at the present crisistjf affairs, requires little apology 
-to those who feel an interest in the peace and welfare 
Jot that extensive Colony. Nothing, in fact, of a con- 
nected description, has hitherto appeared on the sub- 
ject ; and it therefore seems only incumbent upon the 
Writer to state, with candour, the circumstances and 
motives which have led him to the present undertak- 
ing, and to lay before his intelligent readers his humble 
opinion, as to the means of redressing thoare grievances 
of His Majesty's Subjects of British descent, which his 
-experience of them, during a residence of twenty-five 
years, has brought home tolas business and bosom. 

When the increasing differences between the 
brandies of the Legislature of Lower Canada, on va- 
riolas subjects, and between that Pro\dnce and Upper 
Canada^ on the divimon of the produce of the Custom 
Duties levied at Quebec, induced His Majesty's Min- 
isters, in the year 1822, to attempt a Union of both 
Provinces under one Le^slature, the Bill which they 
introduced for that purpose, into the Imperial Parlia- 
jff^nt, became an object of curiosity with speculative 
poditicians in Great Britain, and a subject of warm dis- 
cusaion among the interested, in the Canadas. Tlie 
piittcipal modifications of the Constitutional Act, SI , 
Greo. IIL, Cap. SI, which the Bill contained, had re- 
ference to the political .situation of Lower Canada ; 
jand tJmr salutary object was not well understood^ ly per- 
sons who had not long resided in ihat Province. 

The Writer of the following sheets, being a warm par- 
tisan of tl^ Ui^ion, (had occasion to explain to distant 
correspondent^, the expedieaacy of the proposed modifi- 
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cations, which he found a task, not only laborious to him- 
s jlf, but unsatisfactory to those whom he addressed, who, 
in reading the Constitution, Jiad been fascinated with it, 
as containing an increase of freedom and frequency in 
the choice of Representatives, and affording an interest- 
ing experiment of the effects of, what they called, an im- 
provement of the British Constitution, applied to a peo- 
ple of foreign origin. While those correspondents ac- 
knowledged the existing evils and embarrassments al- 
leged by tlie Writer, they were more disposed to as- 
cribe them to mismanagement in the Executive Gov- 
eniment, than to defects in the Constitution, or 
misconduct in the House of Assembly, This disposi- 
tion convinced him, that a more comprehensive review 
of the political experiment, than his avocations then 
permitted, would be requisite to satisfy his friends, as 
to the expediency of the changes contemplated by the 
Union Bill, which, in the meantime, had been unfor- 
tunately postponed, by the opposition, on general prin- 
ciples, of Sir James Macintosh, who does not appear 
to have had the necessary information, nor the practi- 
cal knowledge, which would have enabled him to pass 
a correct judgment, upon a measure calculated for the 
redress of grievances, in a Province so peculiarly cir- 
cumstanced as Lower Canada. 

The Writer long reflected upon this subject, and 
sedulously watched the progress and developement of 
the Constitution, in the popular branch, before the pre- 
sent crisis of affairs. The exclusive domination of the 
French Canadian Leaders in the House of Assembly, 
and the unlimited and fanatical support which they 
obtained last year from their Electors, eryoying univer- 
sal suffrage, were grave topics of conversation and just 
cause of alarm, among the friends of the Government, 
and of the Colonial connection with Great Britain ; 
but many of them ascribed those results to the perso- 
nal characters of the Leaders, and erroneously assert- 
ed, that their removal would speedily restore harmony, 
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and produce a Home of Assembly competent and dispo- 
sed to secure t fie peace, welfare and happiness of a II classes 
of the mixed population of French and English origin, in 
the Province. This opinion appeared to the Writer 
particularly dangerous, as tending to prevent the ag- 
grieved portion of His Majesty's Subjects from recog- 
nising the only proper remedies for the disorders which 
they all acknowledged to exist ; and which appeared to 
him to derive its virulence from the natural consequences 
of the Constitutional Act, 31, G eo. I II, Cap,3 1 , operating 
upon the old laws, so impolitically re-established by the 
Act 14, Geo. Ill, Cap. 83, under the Administration of 
Lord North, of uhjfbrtunate memory. Those ActJ?, 
therefore, and their combined effects, during a long 
series of years, in Lower Canada, he has now reviewed, 
for the purpose, not only of justifying opinions long 
since expressed to his correspondents, but also 
•to enable many well meaning Subjects of British 
origin, to ascertain the real causes of their complicated 
grievances, and to recognize the only powerful remedy, 
which, devised by the wisdom of the Imperial Parlia- 
ment, and administered by His Majesty's Government, 
will infallibly extirpate the disorders of a Colony, whichr, 
from its intrinsic resources and its geographical posi- 
tion, with reference to Upper Canada, New Brunswick 
and Nova-Scotia, has been emphatically denominated 
the backbone of British North America* 

In reviewing the progress of the present Consti- 
tution of Lower Canada, our intelligent readers will 
clearly perceive, that the natural consequences of the 
Acts 14 and 31, Geo. III., have been the increasing 
concentration of the French Canadians, as a separate 
people, distinguished by an established Religion and 
Laws, and by Language, Manners and Habits, from 
the Subjects of British origin in the same Province, in- 
ducing the former to consider the latter as intruders^ 
and legitimate objects of jealousy to the " Nation Ca-^ 



t^^Mi^iiiiM 



VI PWBFACE. 



KADiJEKNE.^* Tlie strong teraplatian thus aJforded to 
the pregect of ex-clusive dominatiun, on the part of 
tlie Jitench Canadian Leaders iia the House of Afisem- 
bJy, and of cora^ptete eontrawl in Lcjgisiation aiid Fin- 
ance over those braaches of the P^rovincial -Govera- 
iweiat, (the King*s Representative amd the Legislative 
•Council,) which are constitutioBally <^reated by the 
exercise of His Majesty^s Prerogative, is the prolific 
source of the present grievances of the Subjects of 
British origfaa, aad suggests tlie only reaaedies comipa- 
tilble with the dtiterests of British Colonisation. 2'he 
ConsikttHonai Powers nyf the House of Assembly musl 
dtfter be greatly dimimshed^ and ^Irictly amfiis^d to le- 
gislatkigjor tJw InhabkaMs ^ the Seigniories j and 
those of the other brandies increased, far the ^prot^tion 
©f the Inhabitants of British ortgininihe Townships ; — 
«<»' ihe composition of ihe House qf Assembly must be 
modified^ io Sidt the purposes of British Cokmsatiofu 
The Subjects of British loriginj in the Townships, hav^e 
at preseat no voice in the popular brianch j and the in*- 
Juence of the same descriptioo of persons, in the 
Elections for the Towns and Counties of the Seignio- 
ries, is ins'j:flSx:ie]!it to return a singk uncompromising As-* 
-sertor of their rigfits» Indeed, if it wei^ possibk for 
them toiseparate, for a moment, their feding^ aed sense 
of duty from the support of His Majesty^s Govern- 
ment, they would unanimously withhold their votes at 
Elections, aUowiBg liie natural consequences of the pre- 
sent Constiitutiofi to take place, in producing an As- 
sembly wholly French in name, as it already is Anti- 
British and French, in fact^ 

If we could really £uppose it possible that Hifi 
Majesty's Ministers would longer defer moving the 
Imperial Parliament, to devise, in its wisdom, some re- 
medy &xr the increasing dftsorder, we must apprehend 
that, obedient to the primary laNWS of human society, 
and to tbe instinct of ^Ifnpreservation, the population 
of British origin would, in such case, form itself into 
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affiliated Associations throughout the Provixicey for the 
protection of person, and property, leaving the Execu- 
tive to fight its own batttea with the French Canadians 
and their Leaders, for a morsel of bread. 

The other remedy, more congenial to the feelings 
of the writer, and which, in his humble opinion, is 
both practicable and safe, is a broad and decisive mea- 
sure, calculated to alter the composition of the House 
of Assembly ; and this remedy can be best applied, 
by A Legislative Union of Upper and Lower Ca- 
nada, on the principles of the Union Bill of 1822. 

If the alteration, from views of local convenience 
and teniporising policy, be confined to the Lower Pro- 
vince, in its present separate political state, religious 
distinctions must be adopted as the grounds of a di- 
vision of power between Protestant and Roman Ca- 
tholic Electors, which would be more injurious to 
peace and happiness, than any sectional jealousies ; but 
the extensive measure of a Legislative Union of Low- 
er with Upper Canada, would place a skilful Execu- 
tive in a favourable position for holding the balance, 
and compromising the disputes between the two par- 
ties of French and English origin, in the new House of 
Assembly. The political characteristics and preten- 
sions of the French Canadians, now so offensive to 
their fellow subjects, and so hostile to useful ameliora- ^ 
tions, might gradually disappear; their jealousy might 
change to emulation ; and their ambition be restrained 
by that just distribution of power, which, under the 
guidance of a wise Executive Government, would im- 
partially promote the peace, welfare and happiness of all 
His Majesty's Subjects in Canada, rendering it the 
most useful, as it is the most extensive and most eligi- 
ble for Emigration, of all the British Dominions on the 
American Continent 

Having thus at the outset, explained his motives for 
the present undertaking, and given his opinion as to 
the only proper remedy, for the alarming disorder which 
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afflicts the Country, the Writer respectfully takes his 
leave of the general reader ; but he presumes farther 
to address the Imperial Parliament, in the language of 
a great historian, appropriate to the present crisis of 
affairs ; — " Aut tu mederi potes ; out omitlenda est cw- 
" r a omnibus; neque quisquam te ad crudeles poenas, 
" aut acerbajudicia invocat.*' 

SjLLusTiuSi dc Rep. qrdinanda. 
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« il(k impirium temper md optumum quemfue ah minut bono tranefertur.'* 

7iu importance of Canada^ ariting/rom a variet^f of causet.-^JBB great extent.^ 
The bHiliant evenU eonneeted withiUConqnest byGreiUBritain,'' The a»3f turn 
which ii furnished to the American Le^folittt^-^lie Commercial reeoureee,— 
Ita Geographical porition^ extent^ Lake$9 Rivere and koundariee^^JHepute 
vfith the United Statet respecting the Northeastern Boundary now referred to 
the Emperor of Russia.^Govemment and politieal ConstitsUionf vfithre* 
marks.-'Division intoOountia,andapportionment ofrepresentativet.'^EnU' 
meration of Ciiies^ TawfUf j><*.y Improvements-— ^u unrepresented Town-' 
•hips where the English Tenure exists.—Upper Canada^its progressive tettle- 
mentf with an enumeration of its Cities and Towns,^Ihe elkaraeteristics of 
its population^ contrasted with those of the Lower Canadians.— The Canada 
Company incorporated in l^B^-^Fopulation of Lower Canada eonipared 
with that of Upper Canada^ and the relative proportions ^aied ofSulffects 
of French origin and those ^British origin in both the Canadas.— Origin 
of the name of Qtnada.—ACcount of the discovery of the Oountry.-^First 
discovered by Cabot ^ under a Commission from Henty the VIL q/* England^ 
in the year \AS^— This part ofCabofs discoveries neglected by England.— 
Francis the 1st of France sends Verra%ani to make discoveries in the same 
direction. — Verra%ani enters the Gulph^ e^fterwarde called St. LawrencCf 
and takes formal possession of the coasts for the French Crown^ calling the 
Omntry New France.— Progi^s of discovery cTieeked by Verrazani's deaths 
nnd the war inEurope.— Pursuit qf Verrazani's discovery by JacquesCartierf 
in the year 1534.— /i> his second voyage he discovers the places now called 
Quebec and Montreal^— Cartier returns to France in the year 1586y and re* 
mains neglected *till the year IStO^ when he is sent out under Le Roberval. 
— The latter in 1541 discovers Cape Breton^ where building a fortf and 
leaving Cartier^ he returns to France.— Next year he discovers the coast of 
Labrador.— Death of Jacques Cartier^ and ofBobervalf and interruption of 
the progress of IHseovery.—In the year 1598, the Marquis Do La Roche is 
appointed by Henry the Fourth^ Lieutenant General in Canada^ ^c—He 
lands his Settlers on Sable Island^ visits Acadia^ now Nova-ScatiOy returns to 
Ft-anee and dies.—C?iauvin obtains the government and exclueive trade of 
Canada.— Be is succeeded by the Sieur De Monts, and Samuel De Champlain^ 
the founder of Qu^c—Champlain*s intercourse with the natives— he inter- 
feres in their wars against the JroquoiSf and makes the latter a perpetual 
enemy of the Colony.-^ Progress of settlement by Champlain^ under the 
Prince de Conde,—The Beeollet Ecclesiastics arrive in Canada to convert 
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the natives. —First arrival of the Jesuits, who quickly obtain the exclusion 
of Be Caen and other Protestartsfrom the trade and sett I ejnent. —General 
conspiracy of the natives against the French ^^ discovered and defeated. — The 
possession and trade of CartctdA g^a¥tt€d as a Seigniory to the Company of 
one hundred partners, under the patronage of Caixlinal Ve Richelieu.— ChO' 
racter of this Association, partly established from religious motives. — War 
between England and France. — T?ie English under Kertk take Quebec. — In- 
judici<*u» afid irtHiQiing CQnduct of Kfirtk towardi Champlain and the Ec- 
clesiastics. — Restoration of Quebec to the Crown of France at the Treaty of 
St. Germain en Laye. — Remarks on the situation of Canada at this period, 
t^view of'iht progress of tike poiifkr and wealth of the Ecclesiastics, and more 
pariicuiarlk/ of the Jesuits.— This amhitious Order monopolises the instruc- 
tion of\h'e people, giving a peculihr character to the French Canadians.— 
Character and conduct of the- f^ew^ En gland and New Tork Colonists, con* 
trasied tbifh thoie of the Jesuits and their disciples, particularly in refers 
' ence to 'intercourse with the Ifidians-^The Indians Asserted to be deter- 
iorated by the attempts of the Jes'itits in Canada.— Foundation of the Jesu- 
it's College at QneGlbh, irt/ ttene IRohault.— Death and character of Samuel 
X)e Champtatn.^Mr. Monimagny mtcreds him in the Goiiernment.—Mr. 
Maisonneut*e obtaiiis the islarRl of i^ib'tkreal, afterwards transferred to the 
Order of St. &ulpicians.—Bddtoi&fuct of the Company.— An Hospital esta- 
blished in Montreal, by Madame De Bouillon.— Mofttrhagny succeeded by 
Governor T>aillebout.Sbsttiity of ihe Cbmpany to'{hlonisation.—I>aille' 
tout replaced by Be iMUZon. — Iktst tijfbrt of the Cbrhpany, who obtain the 
Government -for the Baron ITA'uangaur.—Beview of ileligious Establish- 
ments, inthiding Nunneries and Convents. — Canada established as a Boyal 
Government —Legend of an Eart'kq«ake in Canada, Considered as a pious 
fraud of the Jesuits'. — InJluifnCe of the great Minister of Finance, Colbert. — 
Administration 'of Be Mesy the first Uoyal Governor^ — Institut-ion of the We. t 
India Company extended to Canadii, with great privilegef. — Administration 
of Monsieur de Cout*celles.^Imp^vements projected and €X€cutHi by Mr. Be 
Talon the Intendant— Increase of -population.— Meant emptoi/ed to attach 
the rising gen'erhtion to FtaiHi^^—Administralion 9fCouni Be Fronienac. — 
The Missi^'ppi expiored,-^The West India Company* s privileges abolished 
by the king.—i^ttiBlishment sfth^ Sovereign Council.— Appointment of a 
Bishop.— Ambitiou't projects of the "Royal Governors,— Beview of the advan- 
tages peculiar' to each pctrty^ in the iomg rimtUshtp httiteen the French 
Canadian 'Oov6rnmeni and the English Colonies.— Administration of Mon- 
sieur BeLaBarre* — His cruel fittack oh, the English, produces an invasion 
of Canada.— Cdu'sis of the failure of this invasion Description of the Ca- 
nadian Fur Trade,— Frontenae, by orders from France, prepares to invade 
the Engli^'h Colony of New York.— The execution of this project prevented 
by the peace &f By swie.— Plan of perpetual neutrality oh the part of the 
French and English Colonists defeated, by the ambition of the Canadian 
Government,— Administration of Be Callieres, and his intrigues tsith the 
Indian Allies of the English Colonies.— Administration of Be Vaudreuil.— 
Improvements in the Lavn and Commerce of Canada. — War bettDsen Great 
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Britain and France in Europe^ accompanied by an attack an Quel^ec. — 
Causes of thejailure of this invasion^—Feacc of Utrecht, estalflish ing Dri* 
tish dominijn in Nova-Scat ia,— -Attempts of De Vaudreuil to ttrengthen Ca- 
nada during the peace. —Discj very of Vic Plant Ginseng in Canadct.^PrO" 
gress of C<jmmerce.—Jdminutrati'jJt of the Marquis De Beauhamois, — 
His efforts to strengthen Canada by forHJications.— Jealousy of Burnet the 
Governor of New York i and establishinent of English forts contiguous to 
those of the French on the frontiers,^ Improvements in the laws and domestic 
ceconomy of Canada during the peace.^f^'oject of the French Government to 
encroach on Nova-Scotia, and withdraw the Acadians from their allegiance 
to the British Crown,— The French attempt to keep the English settlements 
within the line of the Allegany Mountains, and establish Posts on the Ohio, 
in order to impede the progress of En^li>h settlements,— Mlministration 
»f De La G I assonnie re.— Progress of encroachmetU on the side of Nova-Sco- 
tia.—Pro€eedings to establish a line of demarcation after the Treaty ofAix- 
JM-Chapelle.^jobs and speculations in Canada, 4i*ringthe inUndancy of 
Begon.—Admitiistration of De Jonquiers* — Jlis avarice and ambition*— Ad' 
ministration of Du Quesne, ^Affair at the Forks <^ the Ohio, in which the 
celebrated George Washington was concerned.— Intrigues of Begon the In» 
iendant, connected with the wmte of Canadian resources*— Th^ hoHilities 
commence which ended inlhe destruction of French djminion in America. 
— The French are successful on the Ohio, and at Ticjnderoga — Those sue* 
cesses only increase the determination o/" the English Colonists to drive 
French dominion from America.-^Energetic Councils of Pitt* s Administra- 
tion in England. — Beview of the resources of both parties in the final con^ 
test.— Plan of the campaign against Canada.— De Montcalm's plan of de- 
fence and enumeration of his regular and militia force.— Arrival of a Bri* 
iish fleet and army near Quebec. --De feat of General Wolfe at Montmorenci, 

— His glorious victory and death on the plains of Abraham before Quebec, 

Surrender of Quebec— Operations of the other divisions of the British forces. 
— Capitulation of Quebec^Cession of Canada to Gr^at Britain by France, at 
the Treaty of Paris, 110^— Reflections.— Deplorable state of the inhabitants 
of Canada, atihe Conquest, and ^orts of the British Government for their 
relief.— Paper Currency of Canada under the French Government.-^ Abuse 
of the confidence of the Coloni4s in this curnency by the Intendant Begon, 
and its uttir depreciation, by the sudden dishonour of his Bills on the Trea- 
sury of France* — The British Government obtain the redemption qf the 
Canada Paper Currency, b^ France, after the Cession, at the rate of about 
four per cent.—Canada established as a separate Government under the 
name of Quebec, and General Murray appointed Govemor.^His Britannic 
Majesty'' s Proclamation of the year 176^5, encouraging British Settlers by 
the promise q/ tJu immediate introduction of the Lqws of England, and the 
establishment of a House of Assembly, so s^on as circumstances might permit* 
Wisdom and policy of this Proclamation, showing' the intention of His 
Majesty to render Quebec a British Province injact as well as in name.-^Ba^ 
pid progress of British Settlement.^Establishment of a Press at Quebec, 
and diffusion of British principles, —Introduction of the Laws of England 
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and erection of Courts of Criminal and Civil J uri diction,— Erection of a 
Court of Chancery,— Jfatural disaatisfaclion of the new Hubfech at these 
changes in the Laws, which it was proposed to remove by temporary modj^^ 
fications of the practice of the Courts, and by giving an English educa- 
tion to the rising generation*— Ti-aceedings of the Crown Lawyers to pre- 
pare a modification of the Laws of England for Canada.— Intrigues of the 
French Canadian Leaders to obtain ^he restoration of the FrencJi municipal 
Lawsj rendered successful by the Reltellion of the old Colonies.— Progress of 
the Disputes between the British Government and those Colonies till 
measures of coercion were resolved upon, —Preparatory to hostilities, Govcr- 
nor Carleton advises the restoration of the French Laws in Quebec, and the 
establishment of the Bomish Religion,— This deplorable policy adopted in th^ 
ytar 1T74,—Thc Act 14, Geo. IIL Cap* 83, discourages British Settlers 
without obtaining the expected %ealous' co-operation of the French Canttdi" 

ans against the old Colonies, which derive from this Acf new motives and 
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reasons for continuing the Rebellion,— The Province of Quebec overrun by 
thertbels, — The fort of Qi^ebec besieged by Arnold and Montgomery,— Gal- 
iant defence, by thf military and British Settlers,— Apathy of (he French 
Canadians, with the exception of a few individuals belonging to the No- 
blesse fr Gentry of the Province, — The remainder generally neutral, but the, 
American expedition failed more from want of money than of m^en, — The 
British Government provide S^tlements for the American Loyalists, in the, 
Wa^te Lands of Canada*^In the progress of those Settlements, the Loyalists 
prefer the Upper Part of the Province of Quebec,— Petition in the year 
1784, subscribed by French Canadians and English Colonists, for theesta^ 
blishment of a House of Assembly, and the introduction of part of the Laws 
of England,— Extraordinary delay of six years in proceeding on this 
Petition,— During this delay, the intrigues of influential individuals 
prevail on His Majesty's Government to divide the Province of Quebec into 
Upper and Lower Canada,— Consequences o^this impolitic measure referred. 
^0 as the subject of the succeeding Chapters of the Work, 

Canada, originally called New France, afterwards the Province 
of Quebec, and, since its division into two Provinces by the Act of 
the British Parliament, 31, Geo. Ill, Cap. 81, sometimes called the 
two Canadas, is the principal British pbsi^ession in North America. 

This immense tract pf Country, lying in the temperate zone, and 
chiefly in a line running from North East to South West, was finally 
ceded, by France to Great Britain, by the peace of Paris, in February, 
1763. The gloriousf battle, on the plains of- Abrahaifn, before Que- 
bec, where the brave and enterprisiiig General Wolfe, died in the arms 
of victory, 12th September, 1759, produced the immediate surrender 
ofthatistrong fortress, and led to the 3peedy subjugation of the whole 
Country. This Conquest, achieved in a brllirant manner, and putting 
an end to French dominion, in North America, with all its vexatious 
iponsequences to the old British Colonies, excited the admiration of the 
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British nation for gome time ; but, owing to various causes, which 
shall be hereafter mentioned, it was very much neglected, except a^ a 
military position, for thirty years ; when the asylum which it was 
calculated to afford to part of the Royalists who, afrer the successful 
Rebellion of the old Colonies, had retreated with the Royal army, 
excited the attention of the British Government. Its relative posi- 
tion to the United States ; its growing commercial importance ; its 
ability to supply the West India Islands with Lumberand Provisions ; 
its late defence against the American forces, and the unlimited ac- 
commodation which it is calculated to afford to the surplus popula- 
tion of Great Britain and Ireland, have now made it an object 
of great importance to the United Kingdom, and to the interests of 
tlie Empire at large. Its position also, with respect to the British 
Colonies of New Brunswick and Nova-Scotia, with which it commu- 
nicates by land and by water ; its inland Lakes, the sources of great 
rivers, which at different points, on the South and on the North, pay 
tribute to the majestic St. Lawrence, raising it to the first rank among 
the great rivers on the globe ; — all these circumstances destine Cana- 
da to be the seat of a great Empire, containing probably fifty mil- 
lions of souls, characterised by British Laws, Language and Institu- 
tions,' and affording an unbounded theatre for human civilisation and 
improvement. The Canadas, including the coast of Labrador and the 
Island of Anticostj, lie between the 60th and 90th degrees of West 
Longitude, and between the 45d and 49th degrees of North Latitude, 
forming rather an irregular figure upon the Map, which some fanciful 
persons, taking in view Nova- Scotia and New Brunswick, have com- 
pared to a Camel kneeling to receive its load. The whole area of the 
Canadas may be reckoned two hundred and fifty thousand square 
miles : they are bounded, on the East, by the Straits of Bellisle 
and the Gulph of the St. Lawrence; on the Norch by the 
Territories of the Hudson's Bay Company ; on the West and South- 
west, by the United States and the Indian Tribes; and on the 
South and South Ea^t by the American States of New York, 
Vermont, Newhampshire and Maine, and by the British Colonies of 
New Brunswick and Nova-Scotia. Their boundaries on the side of 
the United States, have been lately settled by Commissioners, with 
the exception of the line between Lower Canada and the new State 
of Maine, now the subject of reference to the decision of a Sovereign 
friendly to Great Britain and to the United States, the Autocrat of all 
the Russias, Nicholas the first. 

Canada, previously called the Province of Quebec, in the year 1791, 
was divided by His Majesty into two Provinces, under the name of 
Lower and Upper Canada ; and this exercise of the Royal Prerogative 
was accompanied by an Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, 31 
Geo. HI. Cap. 31, giving to each Province a Political Constitution, 
which may be said, like other paper Constitutions, to contain the forms 
and theory without the substance and practice of that of England- 
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TJie povrer of making laws, for the peace, welfare and good govern- 
ment of each Province, under certain restrictions, and, saving the in- 
herent rights of the Imperial Parliament, was by this Act conferred 
upon a House of Assembly,. elected by, and intended to represent the 
people, as in the British House of Commons ; a Legislative Council, 
with attributes similar to those of the House of Lords (the Members i^ 
the mean time being appointed for life by His Majesty), and a Gover- 
nor, Lieutenant Governer, or presiding Administrator, representing the 
King, assisted by an Executive Council, like the Privy Council, 
appointed during pleasure. The -operation of this Act, particularly in 
the Lower Province, being the principal subject of the following Chap- 
ters, we refer our readers to .them; and we shall proceed briefly 
to state the political Divisions, principal Towns and Settlements of 
Lower Canada. This Province is situated on both banks of the St. 
Lawrence, and the river Ottawa, and is at present chiefly inhabited by 
a population of French origin, professing the Romish Religion, holding 
their Lands from Seigneurs under a Feudal Tenure, r^ulated in all 
controversies respecting property and civil rights by the old French 
laws ; and, by means, of an almost universal suffrage, possessed of the 
complete controul of the popular branch of the Legislature, in mat- 
ters of Legislation and Finance, The population of British descent, 
equally subjected to the French laws, and to the new r^ulations ori- 
ginating in the popular branch, is about a sixth of the whole, and is 
located in the proportion of about one half in the Towns and Roman 
Catholic Parishes, and the rest in Townships .beyond the Seigniories, 
and chiefly on the South East of the St. Lawrence. As mentioned 
in the Preface, the inhabitants of these Townships, holding their 
Lands under the English Tenure of Free and Common Soccage, are 
not represented in the Provincial Legislature ; while the influence of 
the other inhabitants of British descent, in the general elections 
throughout the Seigniories, is not sufficient to return a single Member 
devoted to their interests. 

This Lower Province, agreeably to Lieutenant Governor Clarke's 
Proclamation, dated 7th May, 1792, still continues divided into twen- 
ty one Counties: GflW, CorntvaHis, Devon, Hertford, Dorchester, 
Buckinghamshire, Richelieu, Bedford, Surrey, Kent, Huntingdon, 
York, Montreal, Effingham, Leinsier, Warwick, St. Maurice, Hamp- 
shire! Quebec, Northumberland and Orlems : Eighteen of which send 
two Members each, while Gaspe, Bedford and Orleans send one Mem- 
ber each to the Provincial House of Assembly.* 

Lower Canada contains the following Cities and Boroughs, besides 

• The House •f Assembly, owing to its French propensities, has quar- 
relied much with the English names given to those Counties ; and, in the Bill lately 
introduced for a new Division, French names were substituted, thus affording one 
of the many specimens which that incompetent *»ody has «iven of its hostility to 
the native language of His Majesty/ 
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many Villages in the Seigniories and Townships :* Quebec, the 
present Capital, situated chiefly on a lofty point of land, on the 
Northwest side of the St. Lawrence, nearly four hundred miles from 
its mouth, very strong by nature, and completely fortified by art, con- 
tains within and Without the fortifications, about twenty thousand 
souls ; and sends four representatives to the Assembly. Montreal, 
one hundred and eighty miles above Quebec, built on the East side 
ofanlsland, formed by the junction of the St. Lawrence with the 
Ottawa, the water boundary between both Provinces, contains about 
twenty- five thousand inhabitants, and also returns fi)ur Members of 

• Note.— Tb» ft)!lowitig li tlw result of A Census of the PopoUtion of Lower 
CanadBf ttken in the year 1825, 

The Counttea wt placed in the sftme order as in Lieutenant Governor Clarke't 
Froelamation, already referred toi-» 

1 Gaspe (a Maritime District and County, which ought to be joined by Law, as 
it is by nature, to the Province of New. Brunswick) cootainf......,.^^ 6,425 

TS ^^Orni^aiUS lytf^^ w ^Kwi^itf #<^>rf«^*i»»<»<<»w o »# < ^#w»i<ww»^<ww^w»<i»<— ia^ijNtmi^^iixwxi x iwi P*mtttmmm*^0*0i0i0tm0*m4^^*0 C") V/ 1 ^ 

9 |#BVOn <<» n Wl HH« w4»«l<>>«lil>WI««»<M>««<««iW«>«l««»«»4l—l>»<lilM«»MM<l«IIW»IKI» M*l»li m »«l>I H »«lll H l«»l|l I ■ A 1 t'''''*' 

O LrOrCneSter wi»»w«M«»iiiiiii ip< iiw>«i^ »^f0t»ui0mm»tm^u»imm m »d*»Ai: * »mm*ti»mti0»t»^mr»m»^**it9^*>»t>ff»t»'*a'm X 0, iKl4 

6 Buekioghamshire, including several Townships, whose 

Lands are held in F>ee and Common Soccage,..,., 33,52*3 

7 RicfaeUeu, cb. do. do. do. do ........^ 86,256 

8 Bedford^ din do. do» &o. dot ^..^ S3 654 

1 1 Huntingdon, including several To w nships,—i.<x».».«^,.,..^^.><^»>— ».)».».*»»» ^»»» 39,586 

12 York, including several Townships on -the Ottawa,..,, ■ 30,095 

13 Monerea), an Island, indnding the City bf that name, , 37,085 

I 4 * J3/mngnam^rf.^<.>. ^mm^^m^^mm^^^mm^t^im^^i^m^m m i i m h0t i mgm0^0^4>0mdtm0iM^00>mm0^i0i^0mt>m0i0tg0^0tmtt0 » ^f0Ai^tm* y L * ^^t**^mm^^um^ 1 ^4 v^S m 

u9 x^eiBSver, ^»<««««iM<Mi>»*«»>A.<iiM»»i»»*<*««».M.>»<t<iMPw>a«i ».aitM«>«««»«w>.«><i«^«i^««»«ib«»>i«M>^^ Jvf lOi 

M\i vVarWlCKf <ip»* m »i . I a»<<piiw n »<.* n rii^^^i Ki»<»»ii»><ii y <f»iM<» » M » <.i w »ii»«.«>«fcw>»i<*iii>«>»«>...«»i»«iMM Jw,«70v 

17 St. Maurice, including the Boronghof Three Rivera,.. .-^,^.m..., ^ 21,066 

19 Qiuebec,* intlifdrng the City of the same name,,>>»...»»>»>,>..w.>.»^..»...«^ .»..>.„««. "28,623 
SlI OileaoSf to. Islaiid nar *^ttebec».j>».,.*;*>.»u.M«-«p.» Mini«»i» ».<.#■**..*■ .to.w..w<«.>^M 4^022 



. u 423,630 

or this population, one sizih is of British descent, which being deducted 70,505 



^m 
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A'ad as Upper Canada, by a late Ceilaiia» has jbeen found to 

COOiain «»i>iw»<'a«»w«i>»w»<»«w<i>«— XjwMWo x r. m Oixiw^tMi^m.— .^«w<»»»«»«w.»M^M^aiww»w.ww X /0,V/\/\J 

To wbich, adding the English in the Lower Province, >»^^,.^ 70,630 



j.'«aaif«g s Mjiai "' '■■-*■■■'■'" ■.^-^-^■^^-«^-«»— ^-■---*- ..i.-..^ — ..-•- — ^p^p ^j-^i--^* ^ ^ ^^ TS'vO.Otjvf 
It may therefore beeendtided, that of the whole' populition of Upper and Lower 
Canada, more than t«*o fifths are SuljecUof British descent, d«6tiii);uishe<i from 
the population of French origin, by their attachment to English Laws, Language 
and other characteristics : indeed, the continuation on the same scale of emigration 
vhidi tras eiisted doting the hnt twefre years, must make the British equal to the 
French population before the year lQ¥k 
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Assembly. Three-Rivers, a Royal Borough, situated on the Nortli- 
we&t side of the river St. Maurice at its confluence with the St. Law- 
rence, nearly midway between Quebec and Montreal, contains about 
three thousand inhabitants, and sends two I'epresentatives. William 
HsNRYi also a Royal Borough, situated at the junction of the river 
Sorel or Chambty with the St., Lawrence, in His Majesty's Seigniory 
of Sorel, contains about twelve hundred inhabitants, and sends one 
Member to the House of Assembly, thus Completing the fifty Mem- 
bers allowed for the popular branch by the Act of the British Parlia- 
ment, SI, Geo. HL Cap. 3L 

Among the unrepresented ToWns ftnd Villages^ We tnay mention in 
the Seigniories, beginning with the North, Kamouraska, a place fre- 
quented for the benefit of seabathing ; 6eauport, near Quebec, and 
Berthier, places of sortie Trade ; UAssomption, rather declining; 
Terrebonne, hdving some Manufactures; Dorchester or St. Johns^ 
near the fort of Chambly, the seat of d Custom House for importations 
by the route of Lake Champlain from the United States; Isle-Aux- 
Noix, a strong fort, containing, besides its military, garrison, a few 
traders and mechanics ; Laprairie, opposite Montreal, a sort of rest- 
ing place for travellers and traders from the United States, waiting a 
passage across the St. Lawrence ; LaChine, connected with Mon- 
treal by a beautiful Canal for boats, saying the risk of navigating the 
rapids of the St« Lawrence, containing Stores for His Majesty's ser- 
vice and for the merchandise of individuals > Point Claire, and the 
Cedars, small villages at present, but so favourably situated as to 
promise improvement ; and lastly, on the line of the St. Lawrence, 
Cotbau-du-Lac, containinga Custom-House to superintend the inter- 
course of the United States and Upper Canada with. the Lower Pro- 
vince. Inland, we have the village of St. Eustache, on the route 
from Montreal to the Settlements on the Ottawa ; and, in the same 
direction, the Lake op the two Mountains, which, with the vil- 
lage of Lorbtte, near Quebec, and that of SAtrLT St. Louis or 
CooHNAWAGA, Opposite LaChine, and BeOancour, near Three*Ri- 
vers, forms the principal residence of the Roman Catholic native In- 
dians, under the special protection of the King. The Village of St. 
Andrews, as containing an Episcopal and a Presbyterian Church, a 
Paper Mill, and other incipient establishments, should be mentioned, 
in connection with the rising Settlements which gradually spread be- 
tween the St. Lawrence and the Ottawa. On this river, the Gren- 
ville and Rideau Canals now carrying on at the expense of the 
Imperial Government, with views of Military defence and interior 
communication, are promising great encouragement to. Settlements ; 
and it is probable that a writer, undertaking a slight view of Lower 
Canada, in the year 1850, will find it his duty to notice fifby Villages 
between Montreal and the Lake Chaudiere on the Ottawa ; on the 
Upper Canada side of which, in 1827} was founded Bytown, the 
commencement of the Rideau Canal, connecting the waters of Lake 
Ontario with those of the river Ottawa. 
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In the Townships, 6n the South East of Moutreal, which are inha- 
bited by about forty thousand souls of British descent, and cliiefly en- 
gaged in Agriculture, there are several flourishing Villages, including 
Sherbrooke, where the District Court and Gaol of St. Francis were 
recently established ; but the present state of those Townships affords 
no satisfactory criterion to judge of their capabilities, token they shall 
have obtained English laiosy a due share in the Provincial Bepresenta" 
Hon, and Public Offices for the Registration of all mutations of Real 
£state and ^encumbrances thereon^ 

Though the state and politics of the Lower Province are the prin- 
cipal objects of the following sheets^ we shall slightly allude to those 
of Upper Canada. 

The Upper Province, having rapidly extended its settlements, has 
undergone a variety of divisions into Counties, and the number of 
Members of the House of Assembly, has gradually extended to 
forty-four; in this present Parliament, elected in the year 1824. 

The principal Towns are York, the seat of Government, situated 
near the head of Lake Ontario, and about 450 miles above Quebec. 
Besides Barracks for Troops, and various Government buildings, it 
contains a handsome Church, and several neat private Houses : its 
population has been reckoned 2000 souls ; but it is neither consider- 
ed well adapted for a Capital, nor for a Commercial Emporium : this 
City returns one Member to the Assembly. Niaqara, at the West 
end of Lake Ontario, and about 52$ miles above Quebec, notwith- 
standing its entire destruction by the American General Macli|re^ 
during last war, has been rebuilt, and i^ a well situated and thriving 
place of trade. Queenstown is a place of great importance, at the 
foot of the Falls of Niagara, which, interrupting the navigation, re- 
quire the landing of all Merchandise and Stores, and their transpor- 
tation by land, about ten miles to Chippewa, on j^ie River Welland, 
leading through the Grand River into Lake Erie : this portage will, 
however, be rendered unnecessary, by the Welland Canal, a great 
work now rapidly advancing to completion under the joint auspices 
of the Provincial Government, and of a private Company. ♦Return- 
ing towards Lower Canada, we find the large Town of Kingston 
385 miles above Quebec, near the egress of the River St. Lawrence 
from Lake Ontario : this Town was commenced by the American 
Loyalists in 1784, and has rapidly increased in Population and Com- 
merce, and in Military and Naval importance : it was the great Na- 
val Depot during the late war, when Naval predominancy was 
contended for by the late Sir James Lucas Yeo, against the Ameri- 
can Commodore Chaunceyy and when Ships of the Line first sailed 
and fought upon the inland Seas of Canada. Kingston is commanded 
by a strong Fort on Point Frederick, which protects its Naval Docks, 
and the vessels of war now laid up in ordinary, in charge of Commo- 
dore Barricy the Naval Commissioner. 

C 



Above and below Kingttoti, mmy placi^s in Upper Canada are 
rising to Conamercial itnpoHahC6> l^oth on the River St. LaWiencfe 
and in inland situations ; Voburg, Bathi Prtscuity BrQckvilltf Wiliu 
amst&coHf Lancaster and PeHh^ are thriving Settlements, having 
Churches, Schools, Court -houses, and Post Offices; firockvillb has a 
Weekly Newspaper, the BrdckviUe RtcorderJ* 

Indeed, the Population of Upper Canada forms a contrast to that 
of the Lower Provihce, in general education and avidity of mn 
formation, more particularly with respect to passing events and Pro- 
vincial Politics, rivaling, ih these respects, their American neighbours. 
The Upper Canadians are also ambitious of Office, either in the Mi<- 
litia, or in the Civil and Legislative Departments: in this last, the 
daily allowance to the Members of the Assembly, appears a hurtful 
stimulus, inconsistent with the analogies of the British Constitution, 
and which has brought into tile popular branch, many poor Members 
.incompetent to legislate on the property of the Electors. An argu^- 
ment on this point, may be raised ftoxsi the general poverty of new 
Settlements ; but it still remains to be shown, whetlier an Unpaid 
House of Assembly, in Upper Canada, would not be more Useful, as 
Well as more respectable^ than one receiving pay» and in this respect^ 
divested of that Legislative independence which seems flidst congenial 
to the British Constitution* 
Kamb. The derivation and meaning of the word Canada, the name 
of this Country, are equally subjects of conjecture. On the arrii- 
val of Jacques Cartier, at the Batf de ChaleurSj the Indians, in 
answering the signs by which he intimated his desire to know the 
name of the Country, frequently repeated an articulated sound which 
this fanciful Fren<ihman compared to the Spanish words '^ acn Jtaduy* 
^* nothing here." Having been disappointed in his expectation of 
Ending gold and silver in the Country, he was tempted to suppose 
that the Spaniards had formerly visited \X\ and, the precious metals 
))eing the objects of their searcti) they might have frequently repeat>- 
ed << aca nada,*' which the Indians recollecting^ would naturally re- 
beat to adventurers of similar ap^iearatice. Less fanciful ehquireri 
have deHve^the name Canada^ fhoUti the Indian word £a.kata, sigs> 
iiifying •• a collection of hnts,*' 

'* th« Cah|K)4 C^ittpiny, iMOtfttlrMtd hi tti« fvw I8S6, batvfni^ ptirchafl«d from 
the Imp^Hlil Gbtttmtn^ntv the Crown Rbserv<A ati^ other waste lands in Upper 
Ciiiiad«j is nqwt under the super! ntendance of Mr. Gait, increasing the sehlemeni 
df many neglected parts of that Province. Much good indeed may be etpeeted 
from a Corporation, which can .dniy reap a cidnrpehsatipn fkrr th^ employment ef eat> 
pital Trom an increaM of populati<m atnl indtratry ih the Province, W promote and 
ifthrilitiite wM^h, good cOtnmiinitBtJotta by land and by water are necessary^ as well 
As encouragement to ooucentratron) by ft^undihg Towns and Villages, in favourablv 
and liealthrul ait«i«tionai This CompiMiy having identified its prosperity with that 
of Upper Canada, connected witb the L«twer rrovioce, by Geogtspblcal pDsUiMk 
and communication with the sea, ahoAld fk€\ ttd futtofce intttcsi Sli di«-teaceiti4 eC 
thoa« Provincai. 



lliis' Catihtrv, includiilf the whole CoatI of the Oulph* appears Dnoo^ 
to have been first discovered by ths celebrated Italian adventurers ^^^ 
Jokit and Sebastian C>ii^o/.^.and some writers have endeavoured Hi97«h 
to give it accordingly thaf,n^nje of Ca30TIA. They sailed un- »y. 
der a CommisAion iVom Hevry the seventh of England; and 
their principal object was, by a North-west course, to reach the 
East Indies or Chinat tlie latter Country being then called Ca- 
tHlT ; and Sebastian Qiboti about the year one thousand Jour 
hundred and ninet^eighit is supposed to have estplored both the 
Gulph of the St. Lainreacey and the Atlantic Coast» without, howe- 
ver, taking formal possession of the Country, or attempting any set- 
tlement. Meantime, FaAvcc, rich in internal resources, with a po- 
pulation peculiarly attached to their fine Country, felt little ambition 
for such researches ; and it was chiefly the personal jealousy of Fran- 
cis THE FriisT, roused by the pretensions of iSpain and Portugal to 
monopolise the new world, which produced the first French voyage 
<if discovery. Italy, which produced the splendid discovery of ap- 
]ilytng the polarity of the magnet, under the medianism and name of 
^ikyt Mariners OompasSf to purposes of navigation, also supplied the 
best navigators; aiid JoH¥ Verhamni was the Italian chosen by JVan- 
cisj to open this new career of ambition, who after various attempts, 
in whicl), according to Chatievoijc^ he discovered Florida, and thence 
sailing back, sronnd the AmericaA Coast* to the fifteenth degree Qf 
latitude> there took formal possession of the Country, calling it *' La 
Nodvc£lb FftANCB,'* *^ New Feavcp.'' Returning to France in the' 
y«ar lilS24, ^ith no specimens of the precious metals nor of valuable 
merchandise, nor even enabled to present at Court strange men or 
9Sh&r objects of interest or curiosity, ferraj^ni was coldly received ; 
tpd, with more partioular iostruotian^, he resumed his voyage oi disco- 
very ; but he had no sooner reached the Continent of America, and at- 
tempted to corvespood with the Natives, than he excited their jealou- 
sy, and lost his life in an affiray. This unfortunate result, and th^ 
arduous Concerns of Francis in Fur^% who was taken prisoner 14 
the year 1525, at the battle af Pavia^ prevented further attempts til) 
the year 15S4 ; when th» experience gradually obtained in ^hiu]^ 
^noyages from St* Maloes to Newfoandlandi had pn^ared native 
jFrendimea to undertake discoveries Ott the American Coast* Fron) 
this period, tfaereC3re, we haw diatiaelt accounts «f the progres9 made 
in the discovery and settlement of Canada. .i^a^^ 

This year, Jacfues Cariitr, an experienced Navigator, was Comr J^j^ 
missioned by Francis the First, King qf prance^ to continue the dis* 150/ 
Coveries of Verraasam^ and endeavour ta render them advantageous 
to the Itingdom. Leaviisg ist, Mahes, on tlie 20th of April, he 
coasted great part of the Gulph, ivhich he afterwards named St, 
Lamrence, inkifig formal possession nf 0ie Country, and returning to 
France with two of the Natives» but without ajiy specimens of the 
jMecious metaisy vluch vera the priipary objects of European cupi- 
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r*^^ dity. His enterprising Monarch, nevertheless, despatched him the 
A. D. following year, with three Vessels, the largest, being only 1 20 tons 

1535. burthen, called the Grande Hermine; apd he was accompanied on 
this voyagej hy. some young gentlemen, as volunteers, and by the two 
Natives, as interpreters. Having reached the Gulph, on the festival 
of St Latjorence, he named it accordingly ; and, from the same coin- 
cidence of time, he called the Island, now known by the name of 
Anticosti, VAssompiion, Continuing his progress, he reached the 
mouth of a large River running Northwards into the St, Laivrence^ 
for which he adopted the Indian name SaguenoT/, which it still re- 
tains. Leaving his vessel there, he proceeded in his boats, with his 
volunteers, in search of winter quarters ; and, on the 8th of Septem- 
ber, reached the scite of Quebec, which name has been fancifully as- 
cribed to the exclamation " Quel Beg," uttered by one of his Sai- 
lors, at sight of the bold point of land, which there advances and 
contracts the broad current of the River. Here he found an inha- 
bited Village, which the Indians called Stadacone ; and, near the 
Village, at the mouth of the River, now called St. Charles, he laid 
up two of his larger vessels, the Grande and Petite Hermines, and 
sailed in the Emerillon, as far as that expanse of the River, which is 
now called Lake St, Peter, Thence pursuing his voyage in boats, 
he reached a Village, called by the Indians Hochelaga, situated 
upon an Island at the foot of a Mountain, which last he called Mont 
Royaly the origin of the present name of Montreal. 

Having found the Indians every where friendly, and inclined to 
consider himself and his crew superior to human beings^ he left Mon- 
treal ; and, returning to the wintering ground at the mouth of the 
St* Charles, on the anniversary festival of the Holy Cross, he called 
it St, Croix Harbour ; where, on the 15th of November, (old style,) 
his vessels were frozen in. 

Though the River became navigable for Canoes opposite to St. 

1536. Croix Harbour, on the 22d of February, the ice remained firm there 
till the end of March ; and it was only on the fifth of April, that the 
vessels were perfectly disengaged. During the winter, he had lost 
twenty-five men, by the scurvy, which induced him to dismantle one 
of his vessels ; and, having decoyed on board the Chief of the Indi- 
an Village, he sailed for France on the 6th of May; and, proceeding 
slowly, with the view of observing the Coasts and Islands of the Ri- 
ver and Gulph, he left Cape Race, Newfoundland, on the 19th of 
June, and, reaching St. Maloes on the 16th o£ July, be prepared his 
Report to the King ©f France. 

After this year, Cartier was left long to expatiate in vain, upon 
the advantages to be derived from establishing a Colony in his new 
discoveries ; for the French Court participated in the incorrect opini- 
on then prevalent, that such distant Countries only, as contained 
1540. raines of Gold and Silver were worth possessing. In the year 1540, 
however, having succeeded in recpmmendirig his projects to certain 
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spirited individuals, be obtained an appointment aa Captain General, r^^^ 
uuder Francois dela Roque, Seigneur de Roberval : who was Com- A.D. 
missioned, by Francis the First, as Viceroy and Lieutenant General 
in Canada, Hochelaga, &c. 

Roberval was detained, by unexpected difficulties, during this year; 
but he despatched Cartier, who, after a stormy voyage, reached St. 
Croix Harbour, on the 24th of August, and, proceeding upwards 
four leagues, he built a fort at the mouth of a small River, which he 
called Charlesbourg ; where he lefl a garrison, and returned to France. 

In the year 134?!, Roberval left franCe, with ^ve vessels well 1541. 
manned and equipped, having Cartier as chief Pilot or Conductor. 
Much contradiction exists in the historical accounts of this voyage ; 
but it appears that, either on the Island of Cape Breton, originally 
called Isle Royate, or on the adjoining Coast of the Gulph St. Law- 
rence, Roberval and his associates built a fort ; where Cartier v/as 
left Commander, with a numerous garrison, well provisioned, and 
with one of the vessels belonging to the Elxpedition. RobervaU 
however, hastened back to F^rance, for the purpose of obtaining ad- 
ditional encouragement and Settlers* 

In the year 1542, he had proceeded sts far as Newfoundland, 1542. 
having three Ships and two hundred persons, besides supplies 
of provisions on board, for tbe new Settlement ; when he was dis- 
agreeably surprised at meeting Cartier returning with the remain^' 
der of the Colonists, whom the inhospitable nature of the C!oun^ 
try, and the. rising jealousy of the Indians, had induced to aban-^ 
don the fort, and to embark for France. According to the His-^ 
ioriaji Chartevoiw, Koberval being a man of firmness and address, 
prevailed upon the fugitives to change their course, and second hint 
in fulfilling the instructions of the King. Having restored order in 
the garrison, which he again lefb under Cartier *s command^ he des- 
patched one of his Officers, named Alphonse, to examine the Coast 
of Labrador, in the vain hope of finding a passage to the £ast In- 
dies. He himself is stated to have ascended the River St. Lawrence^ 
and to have entered the River Saguenay ; but nothing satisfactory 
has reached us, on tbe subject of his progress, or of his tarious voy- 
ages to Canada, from this year till the year 1^49; during which in- 
terval, Jacques Cartier, ruined in health and m fortune, returned to 
France, and died neglected by his thoughtless Countrymen. 

Roberval's pursuit of discovery and settlement, had been long iri- 1549. 
terrupted, by the duty of serving his King in the famous struggle for 
power and glory, betweefn francis the Ist of France, and Charles the 
5th of Spain ; biit Francis being now dead, and the troubles of 
France pacified, our noble Adventurer resumed his former career ; 
and, associating with himself his brother, of equal celebrity, he em- 
barked for Canada, with a numerous train of enteiprising young 
men ; but they were never heard of afterwards, the whole being sup- 
. posed to have perished at sea. Tliis misfortune destroyed, for a time, 
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r*^-n all^opes of tuppoftlng an establishment in Canada; and, during 

A, D. fifty years, no measures were taken for succouring the descendants 
of the few French iSettlers ivho had remained in that Country. 

1598. The Marquis de la Koche was appointed, by Henry the FouaTir, 
his Lieutenant General in Canada, Hochelaga^ &e. His Commission 
is the first, whidi mdkes nrotision for partitioning the diseovered land« 
into Seigniories and Fiere, to be held under the Feudal Tenure, and 
as a compensation for military service in the field, wlien required. 

Having resolved to examine the Country, before carrying out 
many Settlers, he embarked, along with about sixty persons of 
ruined Jortunest forty of whorp he landed on Sable Islam^d^ 
a place totally unfit for jptiHivation« He next reconnoitered the 
neighbouring coast of Acadia, now called Nova Scotia ; and, hav* 
ing collected the information deemed necessary, he returned to 
France, being prevented, by tempestuous weather, from executiflg 
his design or withdrawing the fot ty persons left on Sable Island ; and 
twelve nfiiserable survivors pf tjiose unfortunate people, were only 
rescued from their hopeless situation in the year 1605. But the^ 
Mar(}uis de la Boche iras nqt destined to |«sume his career; for hi» 
- private misfortunes retained him in France ; where he is said to have 
&l]en a victim to disappointment and cjiagrinj soon after his cetum^ 

1600. M. Chauvln, ^ Naval Officer, this yea?*, obtained from Henry Ch«r 
Fourth, a Commission granting to him an exclusive trade with €€»)«•• 
da, and other rights and powers sjniilar to those eonferred on the 
Marquis de la Bodie ; and he associate^ with hiaiself Pontgrav4, a 
skilfljl Navigator and jMerchant at St. Malpes. Hiey made two 
gainful voyages to TADot7SSAC^) near the mouth of the Saguenay Rt-» 
ver, carrying on an extensive tmde in Furs, with the Indians $ wh0| 
for mere trifles, exchanged, valuable 31ijns« 

160S» While preparing for his thir4 Voyage, Chauvjn died; and PSerpe 
Dugast, Sieur de Monts, a Calvini^t, received from Henry the Fourth, 
a patent, conferring on bi^i the exdusive trade and government of 
the territory, situated betweeti the 40th and the 46th degrees of iati^ 
tude : though himself of the reformed Hdigion^ he was enjoined by 
his patent of appointment, to convert the native Indians to the Ra- 
man Catholic Tenets. To this gentleman, and to M. de Chatte, th€ 
Governor of Dieppe, in Normandy, belong the credit of associating^ 
in their schemes of Trade; Discovery and Co4ofiisation, the eelebF»* 
ted Samuel de ChaMplain, who founded Quebee^ and, by his per- 
sonal diaracter and exertions, contributed greatly to render Canada 
an object of lasting interest to France Qod to European Christendofn^ 

1607* After a variety of fortune in establishing trading posts, which he 
left in charge of bis associates, in ]^' Apadie, npw called Nova Scotia, 
the Sieur die Monts lost his privilege ; and only obtained a renewal ef 
it, by agreeing to fprm a new estadi^ment on the River St.Lairre»ce. 
After this engagement, two vessels were equipped* and placed iinder 
the commasid of Chaiiipiain and PoDtgrav6 ; but the whole year mtm 
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|)assed in carrying on the Pur Trade from Tadoussae, while the Acs- r^^^ 
dia» Colony was suffered to go to ruin, and that, proposed on the St. A. D. 
Laurence, was delayed* 

At length, Samuel de Chaniplaini whose laudable ambition was 1608« 
DQt confined to Commercial pursuits, resolved to effect the establish- 
ment contemplated by the French Court ; and, sailing from France 
with three Ships containing Emigrants, he entered the St. Lawrence ; 
and, at the spot where that River is joined by the St. Charle?, and 
becomes contracted in its Channel, he landed, erected huts for his 
Settlers, cleared some Land, sowed Wheat and Rye, and laid the 
foundation- of the City of Quebeci the Capital of New France, on 
the 3d oT July, 1608.* 

Chmnplain's Infant establishment soon estcited the curiosity of va* 1609. 
rious tribes of Indians ; and the Mountaineers, who inhabited the 
lower part of the St. Lawrence, the Algonquins^ who occupied its 
shores from Quebec to Montreal, the Hurons, whose principal resl* 
dence was on Lake Huron, and other less considerable tribes, all en- 
gaged in war with the troqums, solicited and obtained the assistance 
of^ the French. Without foreseeing the Consequences, Champlain 
.taught them the use of fire-arms ; and even joined them in otfensive 
operations against the powerful Iroquois, or Five Nations, In this 
thoughtless n^anner, began the ruinous contests between his Settlers 
and the Iroqiiois, who afterwards obtained the support of the English 
and Dutch Colonies, and continued their predatory arid cruel war- 
fare with little intermission, notwithstanding the conciliatory efforts 
and mtrigues of the Jesuits, till the final subjugation of Canada by 
Great Britain, in the year 1759. 

Leaving the Colony under the command of Pierre Ch&uyil!!, Cham- 
plain returned to France, in the year 1609* 

Champlain is Stated bv Charlevoix, this year, to hav^ reached Ta- 1610. 
doussac from the French Coast, in the remarkably short passagb of 
eighteen days. Elated with the admiration of the Indians, and hav- 
ing made an easy campaign last year, against the Iroquois, Cham- 
plain joined his allies ; and. after a fatiguing march, and some des- . 
Derate fighting in the neighbourhood of the Lake, afterwards called 
by his name. Lake Champlain, he again obtained the victory, 
chiefiy by the effects of his fire arms. 

Having returned safely from this second expedition, Champlaih 
was preparing to form an establishment at Montreal ; when accounts 
of the assassination of Henry the Fourth, obliged him to revisit 
France ; and that melancholy event having deprived Mr. De Monts 
of the support and patronage requisite for the promotion of his Com- 
mercial views^ and for the protection of the infaat Colony, he exhbr- 

*■ Gharliev^x tays that dwbtiot in the Algponquin and QueUbtc, in tbe Abanaqui 
tOQg;ii«ft, signify a contraetioh ; and be tbus accounts for tb« name of Q,utebec ^i- 
yen to die new City, in ii l<»^ftiU:iAil mittmt tban bob be«n doim febewbate. 
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r*^^ ted Champlain to seek a powerful patron a^ the Court of the Queen 
A. D.' Regent, Mary DE Medecis. 

1611. Charles de Bourbon, Comte de Soissons, had hardly been saluted 
Father of New France, appointing Champlain his Lieutenant, when 
he died ; but he was immediately replaced by De Conde, a Prince of 
the Blood Royal, who confirmed Champlain's appointment. 

1612. This whole year was spent by Champlain in France, owing to the 
intrigues of certain Merchants of St. Maloes, who obliged himself 
and his associate^ to give them a share of the exaggerated advantages 
of the exclusive Trade, conferred by the Royal Patent. 

1613. Champlain sailed from St. Maloes, on the 6th of Mapch, with only 
one Ship, commanded by his friend Pontgrav6, lately returned from 
L*Acadie ; and they reached Quebec on the 7th of May, which place 
being found in good condition, they ascended to the Indian Village of 
Hochelaga, near the present scite of Montreal ; where they amused 
and astonished tHe natives, with warlike shows and exercises. 
Thence, quitting Pontgrave^ Champlain explored a part of the great 
River Ottawa, whence, hastening to Quebec, he arrived with his 
friend at St. Maloes, in the end of August. 

1614* '^^^^ y^^^ ^^^ passed in forming a new and more extensive Com- 
mercial association with Merchants a|; St. Maloes, Rouen and Ro- 
chelle, which being approved by the Prince de Cond6, Viceroy of 
New France, he obtained the Royal Letters Patent for the establish- 
ment of that Company, whicfi, to promote the important object of 
spreading Religion, agreed to defray the expenses of four Priests of 
the Order of Recollets, who undertook the dangerous voyage to 
New France, for the purpose of administering spiritual consolation to 
the Colonists, and founding Missions for the propagation of the Gos- 
pel among the Indians. The apparent subserviency of Colonial Po- 
licj and Commerce to the Religion of the State, in the progress of 
events, will form an interesting contrast between the French and the 
EngHsh Colonies, in North Americ^. 

jg25 ^^^ Indians began to practise upon Champlain's easy temper and 
* romantic disposition, being desirous of using his troops chiefly to se- 
cure the victory, 'without giving them a due share of the glory or of 
the Spoil. This year, the Hurons went on s^n expedition, carrying 
along with them, Father Joseph Caron, a Recollet, leaving Cham- 
plain behind, who afterwards followed ; and his force and fire-arms 
were found necessary to dislodge the enemy from a kind of fort which 
they had erected. On this occasion, Champlain was severely wound- 
ed, which accident led to a hasty, but not disorderly, retreat on the 
part of the allies, who obliged him and Father Caron, to pass the 
winter in their Country. Submitting with a good grace, and availing 
himself of his favourable position for exploring the Country, and 

16I6* studying the character of the Indians, Champlain visited the Huron 
Villages, extending his tour to Lake Nipisino, where the Algon- 
quins had some establishments. Learning, however, that his savage 
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alite^ inte'tlded to drag him into another expedition, he engaged Bome r^*^^ 
Indians to seize the opportunity oF the first opening of the naviga- A. D. 
tion, to convey Father Caron and himself to Quebec ; where 4hey ar- 
rived the 11th of July, 1616, to the great surprise and joy of the 
Colonist)}, who thought them both dead. 

Father Joseph Caron, no less zealous in his vocation, had gained 
some knowledge of the lailguage of the Hurons, observed their 
haunts, and fixed, in his own mind, the proper stations for Evangeli- 
cal Missions among them^ 

After remaining a month at Quebec, Champlain and Father Jo- 
seph Caron, returned to France, accompanied by the Superintendant 
of the Evangelical Mission. 

This year is memorable, on account of the combination of the 1617. 
late allies of Champlain, for the extermination of the French ; their 
machinations having been fortunately discovered i by one of them- 
selves, to a RecoUet Friar, named Pacifique Dui'Lessis, he pre* 
vented the calamity, by exciting jealousies and divisions, and bring- 
ing over some influential individuals among the conspirators to his 
views of peace. Their cruel resolution has been ascribed to their 
fears of being severely punished, on the return of Champlain, for the 
murder of two Frenchmen ; but the good Friar acted as a mediator ; 
and Champlain, choosing a middle course between European and In- 
dian ideas of justice, accepted the offer of the Savage to place one 
of the murderers at his mercy ; to present a large quantity of^ Furs 
to the relations of the deceased, and to deliver two of their Chiefs as 
hostages into his hands. 

During three years, the troubles of the Regency in France, de- 1620. 
prived ihe Prince de Condi of his liberty, and of the due exercise of 
his Viceroyalty ; and combined with the avidity and jealousy of the. 
Traders, under the Patent, to paralyse the efforts of Champlain for 
the security and advancement of the Colony. But this year. Mar- 
shal MoNTMORGNci having purchased the • Prince's Viceroyalty for 
eleven thousand Crowds, he confirmed Champlain s Commission, 
and appointed Monsieur Dolu, a highly respected Officer of 
Justice^ as Colonial Agent in France. Canadian prospects hav- 
ing thus brightened, Champlain ventured to convey his family to New 
France* He arrived at Tadoussac, in time to stop the intrusion of 
dome Rochelle Adventurers, whom he surprised not only violating 
the rights of his associates to the exclusive Trade of ttie Country, 
but likewise selling fire-arms to the Indians, which dangerous prac- 
tice had been hitherto wisely avoided. 

This year, the Iroquois or Five Nations seem to have extended their- 162L 
views from merely predatory warfare against the Colony, to a settled 
plan of extermination ; for they now perceived the new bond of Re- 
ligion uniting the French with the Hurons, and with the other ob- 
jects of their inveterate hostility. Dividing their forces, they attack- 
ed the Colonists and their allies, at three different points ; and^ though 

D 
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. lHst)ul9^ IblI th6 principal po&fd, thiey raviiged the suttounditig Coun- 
A. D. tty, und excited such alaim in Champkin, that he called & Council 
t)f the Priests, Officers^ and chief Colonists, which advised Uie ini'' 
Mediate despiiteh of a Deputy to FVanee» to lay before His Majesty 
and the Duke of Montmorenci, the deplorable situation of the Colo* 
ny, and the ctilpable neglect of the Association to provide for 
Its support, and to ftilfil the general conditk>n of their Patent. 
Paihtr George BaiUiffl personally known to the young King, 
being chosen Deputy on this occasion, succeeded in hil important 
Mission. The Company was suppressed; and the Hghts of the de- 
l^inqiient Association were transferred to William and Efketit 4e Caen, 
two Protestants, admissible, under the wise and humane policy of the 
edict Of Nantz, to places of trust, powef and profit, u>nder the French 
Crown. 

1622 Fourteen years had now elapsed since the foundation of Quebec t 
but its population did not exceed fifty touls ; its t!ottinierce was in* 
significant, and the principal station for the Fur Trade <*oYitinued 10 
be Tadoussac, though another had been lately established at Tita£B 
Rivers, 25 )eagi!ieii above Qaebec. 

1623 Mr. Pontgrav6, one of the greatest beneflictors of New Francei 
was this year obliged to return to Europe, on account of bad health ; 
and William de Caen himself visited Quebec ; where, though a Cal** 
vinist, he was well received, and conftiAued popular for some time^ 
^mong Roman Catholics. 

Champlain, whose department W!as not Cotrimerce, b^t Military 
and Civil Superin tendance, was at this period alavnaed by a report 
that die Harons intended to enter into alliance with the Xro?;[iKns ; 
and he haftened to send back to the fi)rmer Father Joseph Caron, ac- 
companied by a ftecollet Priest anda Fk'iaf, just attived from Franoe ; 
in the hope of preventing a coalition «o dangeroub tb %he iniknt Co*- 
hyny. 

1624. Champlain buih this year, at Q^bec, a Fott of iBtone, and h^ af«> 
terwards retomed to France with his Fataily^ and there found Mar« 
JtiaX Montfnorenct, in. treaty with his Nephew, Henry de Levi, Dake 
of Ventadour, who finaUy acquired the Viceroyalty of New Jhiftce^ 
This nobleman purchased the chaise (Vom religions n^tives^ bei^g 
a^ealous for the propagation 'of the Catholic Faith, among the Indians i 
aiid, under hh auspices-, with the King's permisi^dn, three Prie^fi of 
tile order of Jesuits, were appointed to found a Mission at Quebec. 

1625* 1%(e ^an^es of the Priests devoted to this Misilon, were €kai4e!f 
Lallemant, Enemonde MassSy and Jeitn de Breb^tuf; but it nequit^ 
afl ike Chlu^cteristic addreta and management of the Jesuits to over- 
come the prejudicei^ against their Order, which were de^ly ftfl* tn 
¥hmce, and industriously circulated in Canadai. 

This year, NtchoUa FiW, a Recollet Priest, hfad a yotibg Intlitttt 
Pi*oselyte, returning to Quebec from Lake Huron^ wete d^wned^ ^f 
tte O^rsettiBg -of their Canoe, in a rapid of the Channel Whieh >£-> 
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videsf the Island of Montreal from the Island of Jesus. The fatal 
place is still known by the name of the Sauli de RecoUet, or the Re"* A. D. 
collet Rapid. This event was suspected by some, to have arisen from 
design, on the part of the Indian Conductors of the Canoe, who, es- 
caping with their lives, carried off the baggage of their late passen- 
gers. ^ 

This year, three more Jesuits arrived, with some Mechanics; and, 1626. 
under the superintendance of Father Enemonde Mass6, Quebec be- 
gan to improve, and to assume the appearance of a City. That jee« 
lousy against the Jesuits, experienced elsewhere, pursued them into 
Canada, and produced a series of vexatious proceedings, on the part 
of M. de Caen, who, being at their instance, as he supposed, repri- 
manded by the Viceroy, became still more troublesome from mo- 
tives of revenge. ^ 

Champlain, having this year returned to Quebec, readily perceived 1627. 
th^ lamentable effects of those jealousies and disputes, which not 
only encouraged the insults and atrocities of the Indians, but like- 
wise interrupted the building of houses and clearing of Land in the 
surrounding Country. De Caen and his associates, attended to the 
Fur Trade only ; while Religious dissensions, combined with their 
Culpable neglect of Civil duty, to increase the disorders of the little 
Colony. As a remedy to this desperate state of affairs, recourse was 
had to the strong measure of transferring the Commerce of New 
France to a poweriul Association, called the Company of a Hundred 
Partners, consisting of Clergy and Laity, and established under the 
special patronage and management of the celebrated Cardinal dx 
Richelieu, Grand Master, Chief and Superintendant of the Naviga- 
tion and Commerce of France. 

This Association, as declared by the Royal Edict of the 19th of 
April, 1627, was established, for the primary purpose of converting 
tbe native Indians to the Catholic Faith, by the precepts of a zealous 
Clergy, and by the example of a respectable body of devout Settlers, 
and with the secondary view of obtaining for his Majesty*s Subjects, 
new Commercial advantages, derivable ^om a better management of 
the Fur Trade, or from the deairabl^ discovery of a route to the Pa- 
cific Ocean, and to China, through the great Rivers and Lakes of New 
France. 

From such extensive views and motives of a spiritual and temporal 
nature, the powers and privileges conferred on the Association, were 
great and unprecedented ; but the duties imposed upon that body, 
were so much evaded in the sequel, that none of the brilliant anticipa- 
tions of worldly advantages to the Frepch Nation, were ever realised. 
' The Company held New France, with the extensive privileges of a 
Feudal Seigniory under the King ; to whom was owing fealty and 
homage, apd the presentation of a Crown of Gold at every new ac- 
cession to the Throne. With the right of soil, a monopoly of Trade 
' WSLS granted* The King only reserved^ for the benefit of all his Sub- 
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r^^-n jects, the Cod and Whale Fisheries in the Gulph and Coasts of the 
A.D. St. Lawrence ; and, to such Colonists as might not be servants of 
the Company, was secured the right of trading wiih the native Indi- 
ans for peltries^ it being understood that, on pain of confiscation, they 
should bring all their acquisitions of Beaver Skins to the Factors of 
the Company, who were bound to purchase them at forty Soqs a 
piece. 

1627. . The religious features of the plan, characteristic of the great Car-^ 
dinal de Richelieu, were strongly marked, and had a lasting influence 
on posterity, and on the future destiny of the Country. The new 
system entirely excluded Protestants and other Heuetics, as well 
as Jews ; the Jesuits were to be supported by the Company ; and a 
large field was opened for the exercise and display of the talents of 
that ambitious Order, so eminently calculated for the instruction and 
subjugation of uncivilised Nations. 

To facilitate the duty imposed on the Company of settling the 
Countryi all the rights of Subjects, in Old France, were extended to 
Emigrants and to their posterity ; so that their departure should not 
derogate in the least, from their Civil Rights ; and, even such Indian 
Natives as might become Roman Catholics, were declared to be en- 
titled to all the privileges of Frenchmen. Qesides those advantages, 
the Colonists were to receive, with their portion of the soil, rights of 
Hunting and Fishing, from ivhich the Peasantry of the Parent Slate 
toere entitdg debarred, 

1628. Bui before the effects of all those encouragements, intended to 
counteract the disadvantages of climate, could be ascertained, acci- 
dental causes interfered ; and hostilities, on the part of the English, 
combined with the incursions of the Iroquois, |o disturb the execu- 
tion of the gr^at Cardinal's gigantic plans for the conversion of the 
Indians, and the establishment of (!)olonie8 in New France. 

The siege of the important port of La RocheUe^ th^ strojig hold 
of the French Protestants, undertaken by the King and Cardinal De 
Richelieu, in person, had produced hostih'ties between England and 
France ; and the very first vessels which thp new Company despatch- 
ed for Quebec, had been captured by the English. This year, there- 
fore, in consequence of a Commission from Charles the First, of En- 
gland, to David Kertk^ a French refugee, authorising and command- 
ing him to conquer Canada, the latter arrived at Tadoussac with a 
squadron, and destroyed the House:^ and Cattle about Cape Tour- 
mente ; whence he sent a sumnaons of surrender to Champlain, then 
in Quebec, with his friend Pontgrav6. 

Relying on the ignorance of the enemy, with respe^^t to his re- 
sources, and upon the bravery of his little garrison and inhabitants, 
Champlain gave such a spirited answer to the summons, as induced 
Kertk to give up the expectation of immediate success. But one of 
tJ^e numerous acts of individual indiscretion, so fatal to French Co- 
lonisation, soon deprived France of Quebec, and clouded, for a time, 
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those brilliant prospects which had arisen upon the estabh'shment of r^^^n 
the new Company. A.D. 

M, De Roquemont, one of the Partners, commanding a squadron 
of vessels, freighted with emigrant families, and with all kinds of pro- 
visions, had arrived in Gasp^ Bay, whence he despatched a small craft 
to convey to Champlain, a Royal Commission, continuing him as Go- 
vernor, and to communicate his own arrival with extensive supplies. 
It has been suspected by some, that De Roquemont's departure from 
France, was discovered to Kertk, by William De Caen, who felt in- 
dignant at the loss of his Patent of exclusive Trade. At all events, 
Kertk provoked De Roquemont to an engagement; and the latter, 
committing to the risk of battle, the principal resources of the Colo- ■ 
ny, rashly advanced with his laden and encumbered vessels, to the 
unequal combat, which ended in his complete overthrow, and in the 
capture of his whole fleet. The short-lived joy diffused in Quebec 
by the arrival of the Craft, was soon changed to sorrow ; and her 
crew being added to the little garrison, still farther reduced their 
scanty radons, which previously sufficed for a daily allowance of only 
Jive oi^npes of bread and a handful of pease. 

Deprived of its principal resources, the last hope of the Colony 1629. 
was speedily blasted by the shipwreck of Father PhUibert Nogrot 
and Father Charles Lallemanty both Jesuits, on the Coast of Acadia ; 
where they had arrived on their way from France, in a small vessel, 
with a cargo of provisions, which their friends had generously soppli. 
ed« To those adverse circumstances, were added great fears of Indian 
hostility, and a sense of internal weakness, arising from religious jea- 
lousies among the Settlers. An expedition against the hostile Iro- 
quois, had occurred to the mind of the gallant Champlain, as the only 
means of procuring subsistence for about one hundred persons under 
bis command ; but no gunpowder could be found ; and he was finally 
reduced to lead his unfortunate companions into the woods, to feed up- 
ofi roots like the beasts of the field. In this extremity, the return of 
the English was prayed for as a relief; and, towards the end of July, 
the half famished inhabitants were rejoiced to hear that Louis and 
ThomaSf brothers of David Kertky had arrived with a squadron at 
Point Levi. An honourable capitulation was obtained from the ene- 
my, and a conveyance to France secured gratuitously to all who 
might desire to leave the Colony ; and, on the 20th of July, Louis 
Kertk landed at Quebec, and took possession of the fort, assigning 
the stipulated military protection to the two Convents and to the 
Chapel of tl^e Mission. Both the Commander and the English troops 
acted honourably ; but some French heretical refugees, headed by 
Pierre Rayey attempted to enjoy a vulgar triumph over their Coun- 
trymen. Louis Kertk, by his friendly deportment and good manage- 
ment, prevailed upon almost every Frenchman, who had cleared a 
spot of ground, to remain in the Colony. The Priests, however, re- 
tired ; and Champlain; before liis departure, failed not to address his 
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r^^^ pious exhortations to the Settlers, impressing strongly upon their 

A. D. minds, that if their King should not be enabled, under Providence, 
to re-conquer Quebec the following year, sending back the Priests to 
administer the consolations of their Holy Religion, they ought to 
take advantage of the condition^ of the capitulation, and return to 
Old France, preferring to att toorldlif convenience and gdvantage, the 
salvation of their immortal souls. 

The Conquest of Quebec, so quickly achieved, was attended with 
some peculiar circumstances ; and it is worthy of remark, that David 
Kertk had only left England on his successful enterprise, a few days 
previously to the ratification of the treaty of peace between France 
and England, which event prevented the despatch of intended rein- 
forcements and supplies, sufficient to save the Colony, and that an 
extraordinary delay of several months took place before the French 
Court were made acquainted with the loss of their only possession in 
the new world. 

16S0. Before departing for England with his prisoners, David Kertk, the 
Admiral in Chief, visited Quebec, where he had an interview with his 
brother. He greatly admired the situation of the place, boasting of 
many great things that the English would do, by availing themselves 
of advantages neglected by the French. Intoxicated with success, and 
instigated by Michel, a heretical refugee, the Admiral, unmindful of 
his duty, behaved ungenerously to Champlain, and more particularly 
to the Jesuits, whom he was persuaded to consider as possessed of 
wealth ;' but being happily undeceived, he quickly joined with his En- 
glish people, in violent reproaches against the Traitor, whose cbagrin 
and disappointed malignity produced insanity ; and, after being tor- 
mented in his lucid intervals with the stings of remorse, this unwor- 
thy Frenchman died in despair. His funeral rites, administered ac* 
cording to the Protestant Church, were followed with scenes of 
drunkenness and noisy mirth, that shocked the feelings of Champlain 
and his pious companions, 

Kertk, having arrived at Plymouth, pretended the utmost surprise^ 
on learning that peace between France and England had been re-es- 
tablished ; but there is reason to suspect that he was informed of 
the fact before the reduction of Quebec, which perfidious achieve- 
ment, the occasion of heavy expense to himself, was not destined to 
give him the expected return of private wealth, or public reputation. 
This aggression, forming so extraordinary a sequel to a treaty of 
peace, excited the indignation of the French Court, and more par- 
ticularly shocked Cardinal de Richelieu. But the loss of Quebec 
gave occasion to certain Courtiers, little scrupulous on points of ho- 
nour and good faith, to depreciate Canada, in the public mind, as un- 
1(530 worthy of an effort for its restoration. Availing themselves of past 

and misfortunes, and of the various objections to Colonisation, then in 

1631 vogue, though happily exploded in the present day, those selfish and 

narrow-minaed individuals had almost prevailed against Cbamplaini 
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and some olli^ ent^rpHsitig diarftcteri, who atilidpftt^ impottant ad*- r^^^ 
vantages from an improved pursQit of the Fur Trade and Fisheries. A. D. 
Bat here Religious motives interfered $ and the King, sensible of his 
duty to support the cause of Religion, as vtell as the dignity of th« 
French Crowti) opened a negotiation with England, rendered ntore 
feoergetio by the equipment of six vessels of war, under the com- 
mand of M. de Ra2illy ; and his Majesty qutd^ly detained, not only 
the restoration of Quebec, but also the cession of Acadia and Isle 
Royale, otherwise called by the English, Nova Scotia and Cape B^e-' 
ton. This Treaty, which soothed the national ambition, and opened 
a wide field to the 2eal of the Jesuits, for the propagation of the 
Faith on exclusive principles, was signed at St Gennain<>en-Layc, 
on theS9tli of March, 1633, and fbom this time till the final reduc- 
tion of Canada, by Great Britain, in the year 1760, a rivalship and 
growing hostility, vartly Commercial aod partly Religious, took place 
between the SVench and English Settlers in North America, as <^jleh 
ertmcedhy tnututtt aggrtssiorif tohen pri>/&ufid peace ousted between the 
retspective Nations in Europe. At this impertant epOiah, the estah* 
Kshments possessed by France, oh the GolpK and River St. Law* 
rence, consisted of the Fort of Quebec, surrounded by n few paltry 
houses and tiuts ; two or three hovels on the Islftnd of Montreal, a 
small number at Tadoossao and other posts, e«tabliiihed fen* the con«- 
ve«ieiice of the Fishery and the Fur Trade : the foutidaiion of a 
post at l%ree Rivers, and the ruiita of the old Fort of Port Royal, in 
Acadia. 

Such, nky% the judicious Charlevoi^c, w&s the l^«mb)e situation of 
New FVtince at this hite period, esthibiting a mortAfyit)g picture to hu* 
mtfn vanity of the only fruits of the discoveries of Vert^axam, Carrier 
and Roberval, t^ great disbursements of the Ma^qtiid 'de la Rodve 
aimd M. tie Monts, and the ill-directed industry and efforts of matiy 
private individuals of tfte FVench Nation. The learned jesu^it, widk 
cfaaratteristie dexterity, thus prepares tlie minds of his readers, to 
appreeiate the merits of his powerful Sedety iti the ^ture manage^ 
ment of Canadian aiairs, both temporal and spiritual, in which tl^y 
were liestined to act so ^endid a part. 

The IVovince of New Prance, at tfMs period, is jyefhups more wor- 
thy e/f philosophic coMsideration, as a theaftre displaying the ^eal and 
ambition df the Jesuit Missio«Mries> iihan as a €olony establiished <br 
Ootiymetcial or Mtfitaty "piirposes. A geoeral •embusiasm ftfr the 
flfpreading of the l^enets of the €hardi o? Rome, among FftgaA and 
Savage natrons, di^inguished the iseventeeni^ oemury ; %rut ^^t 
woml^r^l Ecde^ast^l Association, called the Jesuits, nearly mof»^ 
po^fsed, m -every part of the world, the propngtitioti of the Romish 
Faith, and conciliated with it, in some degree, the political power of 
(*ie temporal 'Sovereign. In €atiada, thottgh other Orders of Eccle- 
siastics began and continued Missions, they were iBtars Of inferior 
inagnitud^ to tbe l»r^t lunuiiary of the Society of Jesus ^ whos^ 
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r*^-n influence upon the moral and "political feconftrtly of Canada, has t»x- 
^' ^* tended beyond the Conquest of the Country by Groat Britain. To 
this Society, the bulk of the population is still taught to look back 
as the original promoter of instruction, and as having formed the com- 
munity into that distinctive character, which marks a separate peo- 
ple. This celebrated Society is indeed now extinguished in Canada ; 
but the maxims of its Imperium in Imperio^ are in no small degree 
practised by the remaining Priests, who can still, covertly at least, 
controul the British Government, in every effort to Anglify the Coun- 
try, or to render its resources subservient to the interest of the Em- 
pire at large* Even, during the despotism of Lewis the Hth, it 
was found difficult to prevent the Jesuits, under pretext of being the 
Stewards of the Poor, from monopolising the best lands ; and In- 
dians, as well as Frenchmen, were occasionally exposed to their ex-^ 
tortious.* Quickly monopolising the instruction of the people, they- 
instilled into them such ideas of concentration and local attachment9 
as entirely prevented that spirit of extensive settlement^ which, at a. 
contemporaneous period, began to distinguish the British Colonies s 
and though they permitted large numbers of young men to leave the 
Parishes, it was rather for Military and Commercial purposes, than 
for the formation of new Settlements* Indeed, according to their 
principles of concentration^ a Territory two hundred miles in length, 
and twenty in breadth^ embracing the St. Lawrence and the mouths 
of its tributaries, would for ages have remained the abode of the- 
whole agricultural population. These restricted views of settlement, 
interfering with th6 objects of Colonisation, ^ere among the causes 
of the continual contentions between the Jesuits and the Governors, 
who found that- no enterprise could succeed, unless it accorded with 
the peculiar views of those Ecclesiastics, ambitious of condensing an 
increasing population around the spots which had been selected for 
the scites of Churches and Convents. The selfish principles of this 
Society, however, did not prevent the display of much zeal, perse- 
verance and fortitude in the conduct of their Missionaries among the 
Indian, tribes ; of whose jealousies, caprice and mutual warfare, they 
were the frequent victims. Bu.t it was proved by experience, that the 
labours of the Jesuit Missionaries in Canada, never civilised the Sava- 
ges, nor produced, for that purpose, the necessary confederation of se-^ 
veral tribes. On the contrary, they themselves retrograded in civiliza-; 
tion, assumed the dress and occupations of savages, and were no 
longer considered superior to the Pagan Jongleurs. These results 
would not have taken place, if more generous sentiments and a deeper 
acquaintance with the means of civilising Savages had existed in this 
celebrated Society : had this been the case, the Missionaries would 

* The Jesuits, at the Conquest, possessed in mortmain, about one million 
of Acres of Land; the other Clerical Communities, had an aggregate of 
equal extent; while the share of the Lay-Subjects was about six milUions, making 
the tot»l of Lands granted by the King of France, eight millions of Acres, 
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hift recomf^mled the cxp^rhnefit of mixing a pdfl of the French 
|io}[mktlion wHh the natite Indhini, ini^ead of emptoyti^' their whole A. D« 
poHr6r to keep them ieparate» except as Military Allies of thfe French 
GoV^rmrient. The piropemiittes nhi gaj dispoffltton of the FreMi 
MioR vfete particnlarly faToUrable fo thi^ amalgamation ; and no* 
thing le^^ thanr the rooted ptejaditea of their rtilers and aptritaid con- 
dactorsy cc^ild hare prevented the eventual absorptioh of the #hQ}e 
Indian pNt^pulation among the Colqinista.' "iFhe English Colonists were 
kcr lesrf suited for such an experiment ; but th^y happily found the 
meitns of conciliating a part of their Indian neighbo^rs^' by the prin-^ 
crpks (A Comif^erce : they always, at least osttntMy^ praf>08ted an ^x« 
chanf^ of e4|tihralent8. They nerer, like the French aM Jesuits, 
asiced posscssrdfi of lands or goods for £he benefit of protection, or. 
for the promise of future salvation ; but, whether really useful to thie 
Indians, dr an Mr^vTate compensa^iori for moveable ahd fiibed 
property, ^ e^cehange 6f woi^ldly goods always to'ok place, i^d gra- 
daaUy ^trodticed the'primm*y ideas which promote civiUsatioft and 
Uidttfttrjr. Thns ahme, m fact, could the necessary stinitdus be fur« 
nished to thfe S^age : thfe English Colonists only rewslrded hhn in 
prop(>rtion to the i^ni^ of his industry ; the Frenchmen and Jesiiits^ 
till t^lught by expeh>ntoe, nrtde him the usuri present, whefbfrr he 
brought little oi RKrchr; and the natural consequembe wds^ that tl)6 
Bsosi aelive and successful Indians carried their Furs to the English ;r 
while the idle and unsuccessful adhered to the French. In ttni man« 
nei^, the principled of the Frenchv and the imntstriatkiAs of the Jes-. 
(ttts^ operatiiig upon the native indiatrs; produced permanent causes' 
of Jeddusy and wasrfiwe. The Induin tribes^ amon^- which the Jesuit: 
Missionai^es^ had establisfacd' their CleHcal influence, c6uld not be> 
cdoipktely restrained fronra ^dnftraband Tratde with the Engli^, wh6: 
had lonff eiljoyed the inter66urse an^ alliance of the Iroquois or Fire^ 
confederaied Triltos« inhibhini^ the Coistsr of Lrice Ontario^ the* . 
Southern Bade of this 9t. Lawrence, and the Cojast? of Ldke Ohani*: 
plain. Againtiit thobe difficulties, the Jesuit Missionariea long ii^g- 
g(ed: they baptised ttie young Indiansv thus admitting thenir into tht^ 
bssom of the Ghurok of Rome ; they habituated* theib to the rodtinfe 
of oei^emonies^' the- meaning of which-, aiid the language of the uo 
companying' prayers^ tiiey did not enderstand; while the principal 
ohyeot which ^hey ocMlld ever attaiA, whs' to excite a* certain api^ritual 
pnde, ind iv inspire those nomindl convelrts with at fugoftCed- haked 
of the Ii^oquois and other Pagan ladiansi These coBverts^' indeed^ • 
by Ibis progress, 1081^10* af gi^eat degkej the useful qibdftier of fihe^' 
Savage^: without aei|uirhlg' thb virtues' of Aie Chrisdanr ; relaal^ed their 
wonted eoUrs^ add vigilkncey and trusted to the Saints fbr defence ' 
a^nst theiir eaemies ; dependisd upon the French, in mani;;^ instatiees, 
f<»r p'l^Mectkm and protisiotis; ahdy m will Herefifter sfipiear; bebame/ 
a heavy burthen, instead of proving a useful barrier to the Colony. 
Ifi^ the cdBrM< of tiifA^; itfth^ pi'dgi^ Wae iAaSk by (he £kig%ifii ih . 

£ 
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r*A-n the conversion of the Iroquois or Five Nations to Christianity, under 
A. D. the forms of the Protestant Church;* but it may be safely asserted, 
that the hatred inspired by the Jesuits, between their savage proselyte? 
and all others ; and the practice adopted by the French Canadian Gov* 
emmenty of treating all those Indian Tribes as enemies, who carried 
their commodities to Albany, or who received Protestant Missiona- 
ries, kept the Province of Canada in a state of perpetual jealousy or 
contest, with the English, till the Conquest, in the year J 760. 

From this view of the character and lasting effects of the designs 
and operations of the Jesuits, we return to the brief history of the 
Colony which our limits permit. After the peace, Champlain was 
reappointed Governor, by the Company ; and he brought to Quebec 
a number of respectable Colonists of the Romish Religion, rejecting 
all Protestants as being likely to interfere with the religious tran- 
quillity of the Country, and the propagation o( the Faith. In the 
1635. year 1635, Rene' Rohault, son of the Marquis de Gamache^ a 
Jesuit, gave a donation of six thousand crowns towards the founda- 
tion of a College for the education of young men, and for the sup- 
port of Missions for the conversion of the Indians : this project suc- 
ceeded ; but the general joy of the Colony at the prospect of this 
establishment, was interrupted by the death of Champlain, the foun- 
der of the French Empire in America. Respecting the character of 
this extraordinary man, it is necessary to say a few words. He is to 
be ranked among those useful men, who only appear at intervals in 
history, calculated to seize every circumstance of human society for 
^e promotion of a favourite enterprise. At the commencement of 
his career, Champlain was a Protestant ; but no sooner did he per- 
ceive that this profession would diminish the necessary confidence of 
the men in power, after the death of Henry the Fourthy than he lis- 
tened to the persuasions of the Romish Missionaries, and became a 
. Convert : — his natural credulity evinced by the absurd stories con- 
tained in his historical Memoirs, conciliated this change with his 
worldly projects ; and his apostacy, like that of his Master, Henry 
the Fourth, was not accompanied by the usual spirit of persecution 
which distinguishes the vulgar mass of renegades. As he advanced 
in years and experience, he became prudent ; but his youth displayed 
the valour and precipitation of the soldier, rather than the foresight 
of a statesman ; and his wanton interference in the quarrels between 
the Iroquois aiid the other Indians, by offensive warfare ; while it pro- 
diUced a useless display of the resources of his genius, laid the foun- 
dation on which the religious ambition of the Jesuits, built a lasting 
hostility between the French and English Colonists, leading, by Mr- 
tain, though slow steps, to the destruction of the French Empire in 
America. It is indeed strange and almost unaccountable, at this 
day, that Champlain should not have foreseen, that his display of £u- 

* Note.— In the year 1(S64, the Bev, John Elliott completed his truehtion of the 
Bible, into the Mowbawk language. 
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ropean arms, in offensive warfare, would immediately force the Iro- r^^^^ 
quois to obtain European Allies on their side : he was not in the si- A. D. 
tuation of the Spaniards in South America, who knew well that their 
native adversaries could receive no aid in arts or arms from European 
rivals. Champlain was, however, undeceived by. events; and, before 
his death, he made many sacrifices to defend a. continually harrassed 
Colony, instead of carrying the war beyond its narrow bounds. For 
this defence, he was eventually obliged to depend chiefly upon the 
interest of the Ecclesiastics ; and he became so zealous in the pro- 
pagation of the Faith, that, according to Charlevoix, he adopted the 
maxim that the salvation of one soul toas of more importance than 
the conquest of an Empire, Among the most estimable traits of 
Champlain's character, was his disinterestedness, which prevented his 
securing for his descendants, that ample share of lands and worldly* 
goods, which would have been primary objects with common adven- 
turers. When, afterwards, the moderate possessions of his posterity 
were compared with his services,. and with the acquisitions of the fa- 
vourites of future Governors and Intendants, it became common, 
among the British Officers, to remark when they recognised some mem- 
ber of his family : " that he had the glory and the misfortune of being 
descended Jrom Samuel de Champlain, the Jirst, the bravest, and the 
most disinterested French Governor of Canada" 

On the death of Champlain, Monsieur Montmagny, became Go- 
vernor ; and without any of the heroic qualities of his predecessor, 
he was not deficient in zeal and integrity : the machine of Colonisa- 
tion which Champlain had organised, his successor was calculated to 
regulate and keep in motion; but he depended more, for this pur- 
pose, upon the Company, than upon the resources of his own mind. 
He duly represented the wants of the Colony, and endeavoured to 
show the connection between its progress, and the interest, present' 
and future, of the Association of One Hundred Partners before men- 
tioned ; but he found them careless of every thing except the prose- 
cution of the Fur Trade, the nature of which, is necessarily unfavour- 
able to persevering industry in Agriculture and in the other arts of ci- 
vilised life. As a sort of compromise, however, between the inter- 
ested views of a mere Mercantile Company, which had entirely ne- 
glected the obligations of Colonisation contained in its charter, the 
Association could not refuse to grant lands to persons duly qualified 
to form permanent Settlements, not less necessary for defence against 
the Iroquois, than for the purposes of cultivating the soil, and con- 
verting the friendly Indians. The first important concession on this 1640* 
principle, was the fertile and well situated Island of Montreal, to 
Monsieur Maisonneuve, and thirty-four associates, on the 17th of 
December, IG^O ; and which, ^ter its importance was ascertained in 
France, both as a Mission and as a Commercial station, became the 
property of the Religious Order of Sulpicians of Paris, by confirma- 
tion of the King, on the 15th of February, 1644u This compromise 
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-^sVn, betifejpn ()i.e intprepU of the Fur Traders, Colonisation . and propaga- 

A. D. tiop pf tl^e Fiiith, w^ qvickly followed jjy important establislmients 
ajpd changes in the domestic econoipy of the Country, during the 
niiivprity of I^ouis the Fourteenth of France^ The new channels 
of iofornoation opened to the Regency, displayed, in glaring coloprs, 
t|)e iQisitian^eniep^ of the Company, and of its Servants ; §n4 the ii ^ 
cpiqpatibility pf ^ confplete monopoly of Trade, witji the purposes of 
ColpnU^tion ; ^nd ^r^dually le4 to tne establishment of Canada, ag 
a Boy^i Qoverpment, in the year 1663. The steps, however, to this 
iqiport^nf i^ea^urei worthy of th^ age of Louh ihe FQttrtcenfh, will 
l^p briefly noticed. When the establisliment of a Settlemj^nt and 
l^issioi), a^ Montreal, had be^n decidf^d, the information which justi- 
fi(e4 U9 e^pjecliency likewise evipced th^ demoralising effects and 
q(ber disadvantages of the monopoly pf the Fur Tr^de ^ apd, while 
tl^e Hp^pit^l established in Montreal, by Madame de Bouillon, 
provided for t|ie care of its victims, it was also the means of ascer- 
taining the grievances inflicted by the servants of the Company, not 
oply upon the native Indians, but also upon Fr^nchmeny whose la- 
bour had been laid under contribution, for the seliish purposes of 
per^on^, ^hosp superior^, three thoqs^n4 miles distant, could npt ef- 
f|pc^i|ally ponfrpul them. The first step in favour of Colopi^ation, iq 
consequence of this information, was the relinquishment of the p[io- 
nqpoly 9/ tl^e |^ur Tr^de, which, by an Arret of His Most Christian 
IV(aie§ty, was cpnfirmed. The Con^panv still remained J^ord of the 
Spil : but the Trade of the Country was laid open to all its Inhabi- 
tapl^r Monsieur de Montmagnyj who was fiiyourabl^ to those 
changes, was recalle4 by the Company, and was succeeded, ii> the 

16i7. y^fir \^VJ\ by Monsieur DaillebouL The new Governor endeavoured 
to. popne9i the interests of the Cpinpapy with those of* Cplonisaf ion \ 
^Ut all hi^ projects appear to have been neglected^ 9wing to that 
w^n( of capital apd enterpnse which has always formed a contrast 

1648. between Frenchmen apd Englishmen, in Colonial aflT^irs. I^onsieur 
pj^illebpv^t, ffltiling in every effort to strengthen the Cpuntry by Co- 
Jopis^tipn, next endeavoured, in the year 1 648, to form a perpetual 
alliance with th^ New England Colonies, under the conditiap of res- 
training the Iroquois from making \\f^r against th^ Frepch and their 
{pdi^^n h}\h^ ; but those Colonies, though willing to remain ^t peace^ 
cpilld p^rpeiv^ no reciprpcity of interest in the pfopp^al, which virtur 
JjUy X^^W^^ them to make enemies of the trooi^iqis; or Five Coi\fb- 
d^ratea Tribes \ whose intercourse and trade had beep ady^Btag^ou^ 
^9 then). 

1650. ^¥ tbp yw 16/50, the Company resolved tp sepyate its interest 
§•01^ the ejjpense and risk of Colonisatio^n, sent out as Qovemor, o^jp 
of ih,e As^ciatesj Monsieur de Lqup^on^ who quickly perceived tl^ 
i^d^^Wacy of thp resiources of the Copi'panyj to defend the Country, 
against (be lro<jup^, and preserve the rpsp^ct of the Natives, and the 
facilities pf TT«^de. T^^ majority, lu).wever, of the Company, would 
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not listen to his desponding Reports ; and they replaced him by » r*^^ 
man of military courage and reputation, the Marquis (TArgenson ; A. D, 
bu( he found his instructions eaually impracticable; and that no- 
thing less than i^ gre^ display of military force, would be required to 
prpteet the Colony and the friendly Indians, for the purposes of Trade. 
Meantime, the usual strqgglq bptween pride and poverty, topk place 
in the minds of th0 Majority of the Associates. The splendid rights 
and tij^les with whicl^ they were invested, had a great en^ct upon the 
vapity of Frenchmen ; and the Company made another effort to re- 
tiin tlieir power^ by sending put jn 1^58, the Baron (TAvangour^ wijh 1658. 
a small reinforcement of troops', which opportunely arrived to repel 
an invasion pf the Iroquois. 

But, as the propagation of the T0nets pf the Church of Rome had 
more effect in keeping gp an interest in favour of the Colony on the 
part pf influential persons at the Court of France, tt will be proper 
to ^llude to the different establishments not already mentioned, which 
took place with this view, from the death of Champlain, til} the im- 
portant appointment of a Bishop in Canada. The Jesuits had a great 
share in al| those establishments ; and, under tbeir protection, the 
first Convent of Nuns was erected at Quebec, in the year 1639, by 
Madame db la Pei,tr|e, who arrived with three Urstdinesy accom- 
panied by Father Lc Jeune, a Jesqi^. The hospital of Quebec^ call- 
ed the Hqtpl Dieu, was founded the preceding year, at SUlery^ unn 
der the patronage of Madame la Duchesse aAiguUlon. The year • 
1659, was distinguished by the fbpndation of the Sisters of the 1 659* 
Congregation^ by lilABGUERiTE Bourg]soi8, for the education of 
female children, at Montreal^ undpr the patronage of Monsieur de 
Maisonneuve^ and this Institution, with the Seminary of the Sulpici' 
ans of Paris, founded by the Abb^ Quelus, in 1657i formed the 
principal sources of the limited education intended for the Colonists, 
The Clergy was chiefly proposed to consist of persons from France, 
who would fprm a confidential link of the Colonial connection ; and 
this policy pirevailed during the whole period of the dominion of 
France. MeantimCi the Jesuits, not finding such encouragement 
from the Company as they expected, in gratuitous Grants of Lapd, 
obtained from the King, in the first instance, a Patent, enabling them 
to purchase landS} which they, however, used to a very limited ex- 
tent, lool^ing forward, to the approaching period of a resumption of 
the rights qf ^he Crown, and the establishment of a Royal Governr 
^raent, instead of that pf a Comraerci^l Coinpapy. From the nature 
of their Institute, thjs Society was gradually acquiring ^ complete 
controul in the clerical affairs and instruction of the people of Cana^^ 
da 5 an^, in the year 1670, they were not afi-aid io reco^;nmend the 
apppintoier^ of {i Bishop, expecting, rather, that he would be an in- 
strt\mfer\t or cloak to their ambrtipn, than a check upjon it. They al- 
ways, in fac^, forme^ a clerical Aristpcracy, similar tp the Arrstpcracy 
of Venice, adnytting oply such a ruler of Lay-Clergy, as the Doge 
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r*^-n of Venice, whose every action was secretly dictated to him, by a se- 
A.D. lect Council. In the year 1662, the plan of gratuitous Missions was 
1662. modified ; and in the parts of the Colony which were cultivated by 
Frenchmen, it was proposed to provide for a Parochial Clergy, by 
tytlies, as in France. This provision was not, however, eflBciently 
executed, till the circumstances of the Inhabitants were more cor- 
rectly ascertained under the Royal Government ; when the tythe was 
reduced in Canada to one twenty-sixth part of the crop of Grain 
raised for the food of man; this moderate provision was first estab- 
lished by the Sovereign Council of Quebec, in the year 1667, and 
confirmed, after a period of trial, by a Royal Order in the year 1679. 
' From this anticipation on the important subject of a Colonial es- 
tablishment and support of the Clergy, we return to the course of 
events which immediately preceded the abandonment of the territo- 
rial rights of the Company. This Association, then reduced to 4f5 
Members, appears, by choosing the Baron d'Avangour, to have rather 
provoked an interference on the part of the King, than deprecated it. 
He was a man more calculated to cut than untie the gordian knot 
of difficulties ; and he no sooner, by personal inspection, had ascer- 
tained the deplorable state of the Colony, than he directed the Co- 
lonists to appeal to the King, who sent out a Commissioner to en- 
quire into the fapts alledged ; and his report having confirmed them, 
1565^ His Majesty decided upon the immediate resumption of his rights, 
and erecting Canada into a Royal Government. 

At this critical period, the Jesuits, in their Journals, reported a 
physical event, which j not being confirmed by the history or tradi- 
tion of the English Colonies, and their Indian Allies, is considered as 
a mere fabrication, calculated, like other pious frauds, to connect 
disorders of Government with the alarming phenomena of nature. 
The knowledge of the Country possessed by the Jesuits, emboldened 
them, as is supposed, to insert the event in their secret Journals ; and 
they securely calculated upon peculiar formations of hills and ra- 
vines, indicating the effects of an earthquake in the Country below 
Quebec, as supporting their assertion of the event at the time speci- 
fied in those Journals. This Legend we merely allude to, as having 
imposed upon some enquirers into Canadian History, who, in the 
midst of uninteresting events, appear to have seized upon this with 
avidity, in order to enchain the momentary attention of their rea- 
ders : — it is stated to have taken place on the 5th of February, old 
style, 1663, a day dedicated to the %ofirs?iip of the Holy Virgin, 

While this alleged earthquake was troubling the Territory and In- 
habitants of Canada, the Company were deliberating upon the Royal 
Orders of Reference, by which Louis the Fourteenth directed 
them to consider the expediency of abandoning to the Crown, their 
Charter ; the obligations of which, they were conscious that they had 
not fulfilled ; and it is worthy of remark, that their real interest as 
mere Fur Traders, essentially prescribed hostility to French Coloni- 
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sation, and to every measure which could interfere with dny other r^^-n 
propensity of the native Indian, except his love of war, Tlie mild A. D. 
precepts of the Christian Religion, which the Company had long ex* 
pected to check this propensity, had, on the contrary, been bo much 
distorted in practice, by the ^natical zeal with which the Jesuits in« 
spired thir converts against all Pagan Indians ; and the incursions of 
the Iroquois were so fVequent, that the Fur Trade, on the side of Ca- 
nada, was very much reduced ; and the means of destruction in that 
Country, were turned chiefly against the human race, instead of the 
Fur bearing Animals. Under such circumstances and prospects, the 
Company, on the 24;th of February, 1663, abandoned their rights to 
the King, who accepted the same, by a Royal Edict. 

Monsieur de Mesi/, appointed Governor, Monsieur de Petree^ 
Apostolical Vicar, and Monsieur Gaudaisy King's Commissioner, ar- 
rived in Quebec, this year, accompanied by four hundred regular 
troops, one hundred families as Settlers, with Cattle, Horses, and 
Implements of Agriculture. 

Monsieur de Gaudais, having administered the Oath of Allegiance 
to the Inhabitants, and made some temporary regulations, the Go- 
vernor published his Commission and put in execution the Royal 
Edict for the establishment of a Sovereign Council, to consist of 
himself. Monsieur de Petree^ Monsieur Robert^ the Intendant, and 
four other Counsellors, to be chosen by them. The powers confer- 
red on this Sovereign Council, extended to the cognisance of all 
causes civil aild criminal; to judge, in the last resort, according to 
the Laws and Ordinances of France, and the practice. of the Parlia- 
ment of Paris, reserving the general legislative power of the Crown 
to be applied according to circumstances. This Council was farther 
invested with the regulation of Commerce, the expenditure of the 
Public Monies, the establishment of Inferior Courts at Three-Rivers 
and Montreal : — indeed, the delegation of power was so extensive^ 
as to form a new era in the Colonial Government of an absolute 
Monarch. 

This change was partly owing to the imperious necessities of the 
Colony, and partly to the enlightened views of ColbeIit, the great 
Financial Minister of Lottis the FourteetUhy who, in a period of ge^^ 
neral peace, was animated by the example of Great Britain, to the 
improvement of the Navigation and Commerce of France, by Colo- 
nial establishments; Canada, therefore, which had languished for 
tnore than a century, as an Ecclesiastical Mission, was henceforth 
viewed in a temporal light also ; and began to improve in Population 
and Agriculture. To the benefit of a regulated Civil Government, 
wa4 added increased military prptection against the Iroquois* The 
Colony was also gradually strengthened by the arrival, at intervals, 
of Settlers from Normandy, Picardy, the Isle of France, and other 
Provinces,' idl Roman Catholics^ distinguished nqt less by simplicity 
of. manners, . . than . by attachment to ancicint customs and pecuhac 
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modes of Cifllhratiorf^ These Settlers, directed by th^ Jesmits aifd 
A. D. other Eeclegiastics^ gitre a ^(tsble charact^ to the populatuyn of €&-^ 
iiada ; thoogh fl militarj spirit ^as eventually added^ by locating the 
disbanded Soldiers of the CA^ignan and other Regiments ; wh^se 
OIBcers became the principal SeigfieurS of the Colony, on condkfon 
i}f making Concessions of Land under the Feudal Tenure^ as it sttU 
exists^ to the Soldiers dnd other Inhabitants, in this msefraetf vf$a 
l^dsally formed add eoncentrsited, umler the ptiwerM protection €fi 
hfnik the Fourteenth, an agricoltural and military people, distin- 
guished by babits of implicit aubmisbion to their spiritual and tern* 
pdral Leaders. 
1664. To promote the Tieiws ascribed to Colbert^ it was de^tned e^peSU 
^t, in the year 1664, to remodel and extend tlie West India Com*- 
pany, adding Canada to their possessions, sUbordrnate lo the Ct(mh 
of Fratice, itiib bowers controled by His Majesty^s Oover nors mA 
Ii»tendsmtsy in the different C4)lonieSi. The Edict, estabHsbii^ thr^ 
new Company, is an important historical Document, dispkyin^ tbs 
ettensive vfews of the Freoicb Cabitnet, both with respect to Colofiial 
and Political aggrandisement, ferming^ likewise, on^ of the links of 
that chaiif of etideivce^ wbk^h donvivieesthe unprejadiced i^eader^ thas 
the afnfbitioit of L^uu th^ Fcmkenth^ was net con^ned to Euro)^^ 
but embraced every c^aarter of tbe Globe. It is not fore^ i& oiif 
subject to allude So these v^ws ^ because ihey will enable us to trac^ 
that ambitMms cotirse of poliicy k¥ Catiada;^- Which, after exoitin^f iYas 
jealousy of Che neighbouring British Colonhs, finally ledy under new 
circumstances, l^ the expulsk^s of Preifyeb domimoA from* Nprtfr 
America. ' This Edict, wUcb confers cfvi) and military po^er^ on' 
fhe West Inc^ Company of Fnsneev similar io those afterwardi^ 
gratnted by Oresrt Bfitfdn to Hut Cast IndiirCbmpany ef Engla^, is' 
disdi^crbbed fc^tsl the latter^ by mataraHsrng Foreign Stockholders^ 
But we shall transl^e a part of the General Snicemetit, ahd briefly 
Idltide to tb« dettfils.' Afjter statlifg the motives, the Reyal Will pl-o- 
ceeds as follows t — ^< We hereby establish a West India Confpuny^ i^ 
^ he c^mposeid ^p^soffs alteady interest^ irt the C&ttttfient of Amer^ 
'' kAi and othsts of* oUr Suhjeas toA^ nuiy wish to bectmd StoekhoU^ 
•* ersi for the purpose of eattyittg on the Commerce of that Couniryf 
^JrofH the River Amazortf to the OtoUdco^ lihemse the Islands AniH' 
** iesypdsses^ by Ptemhmenf Canadai VAcadie^ both Continent and 
** Islands, from the North of Canada^ to Virginia and Florida ; 
« also the CoaH of Afrka^from Cape Verdi to the Cape of O&od 
** Hope, so far ds the said Compciny n$ay be Me iopenetfatef tohether 
«< the said Counities mAy ao^ appetkfin to us^ as being, or hmohff 
*^ been occapied by Ftenehmet^ or iti ioftttas ike said Company shall 
" estabUsh itself by extemtinaHrtg or eoAquefing the Na^Mg &r Cot<h 
** Pisre of such EvmpXjin Maiions sfs afe not our Allied* 

Among the detail^ ^e fiiHi fto fbilowing r^kriarkable p^rtieuhiiw:^^ 
h the Co^mpany i»beiAidto earry dutand eMiabllBha^siiffietoiif nuin^ 
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ber of Priests, and to build Churches and Houses for their acccm- r*^-n 
modation, and for the performance of their Holy Functions. 2. An A. D. 
interest in the Company should not derogate from the privileges of 
the nobility of the Kingdom. 3. The Stock or Shares were made 
transferable, and the revenue or profits of them alone, could be at- 
tached for Debts owing by the Holders, even to the King himself, 
4. The Company was to enjoy a monopoly of the Territories and the 
Trade of the Colonies thus conceded, for forty years : it was not only 
to enjoy the exclusive Navigation, but His Majesty conferred a boun- 
ty of thirty Livres on every ton of Goods exported to France ; 
and such imported Colonial Merchandise as had paid the Cus- 
tom and other duties on consumption, could be re-exported by 
the Company, without any charge cf export duty, 5. The Company ' 
was not only endowed as Seigneur with all the unconceded lands, 
but invested with the right of extinguishing the titles of Seigniories 
granted or sold by previous Companies, on condition of reimbursing 
the Grantees and Purchasers for their costs and improvements. 6. 
The King assumed all claims of previous Companies established in 
the Colonies by himself or his predecessors ; and the new Company 
was invested with all the Seigniorial rights and dues already borne 
by the Inhabitants, as Seigniorial Vassals, with power to commute or ' 
modify them, as welj as to make new Grants or Sales. 7. The Com- * 
pany was to have a right to all Mines and Minerals, the power of 
levying and recruiting Soldiers within the Kingdom, manufacturing 
arms and ammunition for the defence of their possessions, building ' 
forts, and even declaring and carrying on war by Sea and Land 
against the native Indians or neighbouring foreign Colonies, in case ' 
of insult. 8. To add to the splendour of the Company, a Coat of ' 
Arms was also granted, as stated in the language of heraldi-y below 
in a note ; * but it was ordered that when those Arms should be af- ' 
fixed to warlike instruments and equipipents, they should be sur- ' 
mounted by tH^'Royal Arms of France. 9. The administration of 
justice was to DC according to the Laws and Ordinances of the 
Kingdom, and the custom of Paris, and no other custom was to be 
introduced into the Colonies. 1 0. To encourage emigration, as well 
as to gratify the present Inhabitants, all Colonists and Converts pro- ' 
fessing the Romish Faith, were declared capable of enjoying the 
same rights ip France and in the Colonies, as if they had been bom ' 
and resident within the Kingdom. 11. Lastly, in this munificent 
Edict, His Majesty agrees to advance one tenth of the whole stock, ' 
without interest, for four years, subject to a proportion of all losses 
wliich might be incurred during that period, by the Company. 

When this new monopoly was reduced to practice in Canada, the 
Inhabitants made several complaints, which were listened to by the 
Company ; and at length their grievances were decisively redressed by 

• •* TJn Eeusson, en champ d^Atur^ $emi i£ fitwi eU fys d^or sans nombre, dewt 
Sautfagetp9ur iuj^ort, et uh€ Courcnne trefl^e^ 
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r*-^-n the compromising Royal Arret of the Council of State, dated H^e 8th 
A.D. of April, 1666, which granted to the Inhabitants of Canada the 'Trade 
in ^urs, subject to an allowance of one fourth bf all Beaver Skins, and 
one tenth of all Buffalo Skins, and the total reservation to the Com- 
pany of the Trade of Tadoussac, situated about seventy-five miles be- 
low Quebec, at the mouth of the Saguenay River, This beneficial 
arangement, calculated to diminish the temptation to smuggling, 
which a close moi^opoly would have produced,, could not prevent it ; 
arid we are accordingly presented in the Records of the Colony, with 
the usual stratagems of Smugglers to evade every regulation for the 
preservation of rights and collection of d-ues, which appear only to be 
a reasonable coinpensation for those expenses of the Administration 
of Justice, to which the Company was subjected, and which jHis Ma- 
jesty's Commissioner, Monsieur De Gumlais^ had estimated at Forty 
Eight Thousand Nine il^undred and Fifty Livres, being the aggre- 
gate of the Salaries of the ordinary Judges, exclusive of* the other 
Civil Officers, payable by the King. 
1665* In the year 1665, Monsieur De Mezy was succeeded* as Governor 
by Monsieur De CourCelles ; and Monsieur De Talon was appointed 
Inteudant, whose Commission besides the usual duties of Superin- 
tending Financial and Land Affairs, gave him jurisdiction- in various 
criminal and civil matters under the Governor. 
1666. In the year 1^66^ the Governor General, the lilarquis De Tracy* 
who had first attended to his duties in the West India Islands^ visited 
Canada; where he ordered the building of three forts as a part of the 
military defence of the Colony against the Iroquois ; tfie first fort 
was constructed by Monsieur Sorely at the mouth of the river Sorel 
or Chamhly, and called by his name ; the second by Monsieur Ifc 
Chamhly ; and the third by Monsieur De SalliereSy Colonel of the 
Carignan Regiment, all on the same Oliver ; the last fort was named 
St. Tfierese; where the Colonel established his Headf Cluarters. 

This year, the Marquis D6 Tracy made an inciji^sion into the 
Country of the Iroquois, or Mohawks, usually c^feci sO by the 
the English on account of their chiefly frequenting the banks of the 
Mohawk River : — the Indians saved themselves by flighty witli the ex- 
ception of a few old men and women ; whose slaughter was celebrat- 
ed, by singing Te Deum in the Cathedral of Quebec^ by of der of the 
Governor General. 

Before this period, the successful incursions of the Iroquois had 
suggested the expediei^cy of concentrating the Settlements ; and a 
itoyal Edict, dated the 2 1 st of March, 1 663, directed that no more lands 
should be cleared and inhabited, except in spots contiguous to each 
other; this Edict, though not strictly obeyed, lias given a dectstve 
characteristic to the French Canadian Settlements, which no modern 
observer can account for, except on the principle of military defence ; 
and this concentration, continued by various ciffcumstances slrxc? the 
Conquest, is one of the causes which have left the North Eastern 
frontier of Lower Canada nearly » desert, and exposed to the Tern- 
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tocial .pretensions qf the United Stfites ; fqr if, iinder the French ^nd r^^-n 
JBnglijih (jrt)V9rnpnent,jtbe Ecclesiastical and Military Sqperiors of the A*'^* 
Cana/iians ha^i qncpuraged baqk Settlements, we should never have 
hejirfl.qf.tlie^presefit-.pretepsions of the new State of Maine upqn 
lands within twelve nqiles of Quebec : the fact of long occupancy 
woqld have b^en decisive, preventing not only the possible Ipss of 
Territory, but also the expenses of negotiation pr warfare to obtain and 
preserve an adequate land communication between Lower Canada 
ami New ;Brunswi<;;k. 

This year, the Governor. GeneraU.notwithstanding. the remonstrance 1667. 
of MqnsieiirDeT^lpn the Intendant, confirmed to the West India Com- 
tP^ny, withijn Canada, the same rights^ privileges and. authority which 
liad been enjoyed by the Company of One Hundred Associates alrea- 
dy mentioned ;.#nd being now more tb^n seventy years of age, he re- 
. turned to .France, 

Monsieur De Tnlon^ a man of science and . extensive views, .had 

not been long in Canada, before he perceived the natural interest of 

.the Con^pany.to be adverse to Colonisation ; and the whole scope of 

,his measures in the Colony, and of his correspondence with the gre^t 

Mia^st^r. Co/^er^, tended to hasten that resuinption of the rights of the 

Crown, ..whieh his persevering remon^^trauces, combined with the 

CQipplaiAts of the Colonists* at. length obtained, at a great pecuniary 

^i^crifige on the part of the .King, in the ye^ 1674. 

With ^tb^^ .views, the , Intendant endeavoured to direct the indiis- 
\xj of the Inhabitants, to other objects, than the Fur Trade ; be ^rew 
the atjt^ptipn of Colbert to the ip^ns of obtaining warlike, iiistruments 
and i^aval. stores .within the. Colony ; be pointed out the Iron itf in^s 
Q^.SU Maurice^; ,the.Pine Masts ^d Oak for. Shipbuilding, on the bor- 
ders of. ^he St. tl^wrepce ; the capability of the soil to produce 
Hemp; and the wortlxy cor^'csp/ondent pf a great Minister, appears tp 
bave,^ad.tlie.;pgv^t coTeqt and cgctensive views, as to the resources of 
the Cplopy.A^d, the, me^ns. of rendering, them available, not only for 
the interests. of the; Colonists, but fpr the. Empire at. large. 

This year, Mor^simr Dfi T^/on.visited^France ; and^ by his energetic 
repr^sjeiljl;aUP|^St^ obtained the transmission of instructions totherGov*- 
^rj[xor,.anda yariet;y.ofraeas.ures,qalculate0,to favor Colonisatipn. Ap 
intervAl of peace, with the, Iroquois, favored theviews of the.lnt^ncji^nt, 
0D|i| penpii tte^ 4^^ location :of part of the ^disbanded officers and soldiers 
pf^tbe^rfigini^JIt, Carfgrian, upon l^nds granted under the Seigniorial pr 
Ee.vi4al T^purie. The.stat^^Bt pf the .population giventp Colbert, 
^.bQwijpg£| great exce:^ of m^^s».the King us^d.m^anstp.encoyrage the 
weaker j^x^to:.]praye the ^^tf^ers of a long yqyage ; ^[id several, hun- 
^r^ds of jpjung.wpii^en were iqd^iced, by temporal ^nd spiritual, mo- 
tives, to^ gp to ftuebec ; .wbere, .under ithe patronage of the Govern- 
ment, tb^.speedily obtaJLuedchMsb^pds; ^nd, un^er the direction of 
the.Priestf) qon^ributed mp^ to .improve jthe p^ace aJud domestic 
eoQnojBiy 'of tJ?e* Country. This.encoura^eipoent to Ifigitimate.popu- 1670. 
latioijy ^as fp^ow^^y a RoyalEdict, jdaM the . V2th pf April> . 1 ^ 
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/**A*^ which his Majesty granted a pension of three hundred livres to parents 
A. D. who had ten children, and of four hundred livres to those who had 
twelve, bom in lawful wedlock, and alive and well at the period of 
applying for the Royal Bounty. On each marriage of a male of twenty, 
with a female of sixteen years of age, and under, a gratuity of twenty- 
five livres was ordered ; and the Sovereign Council was instructed to 
impose penalties on all such Parents as should not join their children in 
marriage before they attained the ages before mentioned. These re- 
gulations, favored in their execution by a variety of circumstances, had 
a lasting effect upon the French population of Canada ; and, at the pe- 
riod when we write, though it contains a moderate proportion of widows 
and orphans, it exhibits fewer of the anomalies of old bachelors and old 
maids, than any other population of European origin. 

About this time, the experimental religious communities already 
mentioned, established in Quebec, Three- Rivers and Montreal, for that 
limited education of the people, which suited the ideas of the age and 
views of temporal and spiritual domination, were confirmed by 
Royal Edicts ; and large tracts of land were granted in mortmain for 
their support. Under such circumstances, a population was gradually 
moulded into a shape suited to tiie views of the Government of the 
Mother Country, by the effect of French Institutions, and fitted to pi y 
a conspicuous part, in advancing the Colonial ambition of France, 
which, soon afler this period, explored the course of the great River 
•Mississippi, by the enterprise of the unfortunate MonsieurDe La Salle. 
At this point of our historical summary, it may be proper to antici- 
pate a few of the advantages which the increasing population of Ca- 
nada offered to the ambitious views o^ Louis the 14M. Tlie wonder- 
ful zeal and perseverance of the Jesuit Missionaries were more instru- 
* mental in obtaining allies to the French, than converts to the tenets of 
the Church of Rome ; and, by their negotiations and intrigues, they 
frequently paralysed the hostiKty of the Iroquois ; while the able and 
active Administration of Talon, promoting Industry and Commerce, led 
to that concentration of power in Canada, upon which basis, the Mon- 
arch founded his future encroachments on the English Colonies ; and 
established, at last, a chain of military posts from Quebec, on the SLLato* 
rence, to New Orleans, on the Mississippi, Among those advantages, 
none are more worthy of the attention of the reader of Canadian His- 
tory, than the attachment to the glory of the Mother Country, which 
the established Seminaries, superintended by natives of France, for the 
education of the higher classes, and the instruction chiefly religious of 
the people, tended to produce. The result of the measures of the 
Civil, Military and Ecclesiastical Superiors of the Colonists, combined 
in forming their character. From the earliest dawn of intellect, the 
ideas of the young Canadian were systematically connected with the 
greatness of his King, and the glory of France. The Religious Rites 
and Ceremonies, the Government, the Laws, the names of Civil.Milita- 
ry and Religious Institutions, Edifices, Streets and Public Roads ; the 
Language^Literatureand Amusements were calculated tore-produce in 
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the newCoiintry, all those characteristics of the old, which the climate 
and other circumstances would permit. 

But, owing partly to the national ambition connected with these 
^characteristics, the French could not long preserve Canada from the 
effects of the jealousy of the English Colonies, supported by the in- 
creasing naval and military forces of Great Britain, which power, after 
the expulsion of Jaynes the Second^ became the lasting rival of France, 
in every part of the world. 

Though Louis the Fourteenth, in the year 1671, was chiefly occu- jg^i, 
pied in negotiations and intrigues, preparatory to his war against the 
Dutch, his Minister CMerty nevertheless, appears to have paid atten« 
don to the Representations o£ Monsieur Talon, on the means of en- 
couraging Colonisation in Canada ; for a Royal Edict, dated the ith of 
June, 1 672, reduced the extent of concessions of land, one half, alleging, 
as a reason for this act of power, that an investigation had proved that 
the original concessions were larger than the means of cultivation pos- 
sessed by the holders ; and that tliose concessions, being convert iently 
settled on the banks of rivers, prevented His Majesty from adequately 
encouraging Emigrants from France, except by this retrenchment. This 
Edict may serve to readers of the present day, as a specimen of the ab- 
solute authority exercised by the King over the property of his Colo- 
nial Subjects, acting to them much in the same manner as he did, un- 
der solemn treaties with foreign powers ; in his ratification of which, 
it was jocularly remarked, by a Dutch Merchant, that his name should 
have always been preceded by the salvo, '' Sauferreurs tt omissions,** 
The gradual approaches to the dissolution of the rights of the Com- 
pany, were marked by yearly accessions of power to the Intendant,who 
was this year authorised to frame Regulations of Police, for Canada and 
L'Acadie, (called by the Eng]ish,NovA 8cotia,) which had been given 
up by Great Britain, to France. Monsieur Talon was empowered by 
the same Edict, to establish the ordinary Judges in the latter Colony. 
Meantime, the French had profited by the peace with the Iroquois, 
to combine in more strict alliance, the whole of the Indians on the 
Canadian side of the St. Lawrence, and its parent Lakes. Monsieur 
de Lusson, made a treaty with the North Western Tribes, at the 
Falls of St. Mary ; where a Cross, inscribed with the Arms of France, 
was set up in token of the possession and protection of the whole 
line of Territory by His Majesty. 

The Iroquois, Mohaxvks or Five Nations, as they are indiscrimin- 
ately called, had pretensions on both banks of the St. Lawrence, and 
on both coasts of the Lakes; but the French now employed 
all means of intrigue, to drive them from the Canadian side ;r— 
one of those means was negotiating for leave to establish Posts for 
aliedged Commercial purposes ; and Monsieur de Courcelles obtained 
permission to do so at the mouth of Lake Ontario, which, under the 
management of bis Successor in the Government, Count Frontenac 
became a Fort of considerable strength, and eventually served the 
intended purpose of driving the Five Nations to the English side of 
the Lakes and River. 
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After'ihe accession of .Cptint Front finnc, who msof .a vident and 
A.JD* arbitrary disposition, Monsieur Talon was t prevailed on to .remain, 
:part1y by thee^^ppetw oomtnand of tKc^King^^And partly )by his eager 
d.esire to extend.the dominion of tFrance, in the interior. iThe great 
Kiver Mmissipf)/', which .the Indians pf the FMs tof Si* Max^jhad 
vaguely described asirunning neither to ifieJEast nor io thp North, 
wasppw the^great objeot to be .csxplored.; and after a 'preliminavy, ex- 
pedition, by Marquetf a Jesuit, and Juliet,, a'.GeQgraphei:, who de- 
scended, the Mississippi as far:as,to its confluence withithe Arcan^as 
Kiver, the famous, < though unfortunate La Sa//e,. undertook to trace 
it to ,the Gulph ot Mexico. This .great , enterprise, ipatronised by 
Frontenac, involved great difficulties; La Salle could not, like the 
Jesuit and his. disguised Geographer, pass* through the Indian Tribes, 
without exciting their jealousy ; .for he took with him a considerable 
force, in-order to establish. a chain of >Posts .on his .route .from .the 
.Falls of St Mary, to the Mississippi. Those iestabltahments occupied 
.him more than three years : and, .having deacendcdtbeiRiver in the 
summer of 166-2, so far. as to. ascertain its dischai^e into the Gulph 
of Mexico, he returned. to- Quebec in the following spring ; and was 
encouraged by .the- Governor. and the ilntendant, to go to France, 
with the view* of ascertaining, his discoyery, by. sailing, from the Gulph 
of Mexico, and then estabUshiiig a Colony on the banka of .the Mis- 
sissippi. 

But we have : Anticipated on the course. of erents, and must now 
1674. return, to the year .1674'; when. the >Kiog of !FranQe,iby an Edictdat-' 
ed in. December, resumed bis rights* to all. the Territories concede4 
,to the West India. Gomfiaiiy. This resumption, ascribed to- the joint 
rrepresentations of the. Intendant andithe: Colonists, has a greater ap- 
pearance of c;quity, than meist of the Royal Mandates of absolute 
Monarcbs; the.King assumes all the Debts, of: the Company and the 
current value of the Stock,, and takes, upon. lum> that expense of the 
administration of justice,. to which, the Corporation was subjected. 
1675* .A Boyjal Edict dated the 5tli of June, ' J 675, confirmed' the estab- 
.lishment of the Sovereign Council, ^wfaieh.was oidered to be compos- 
ed of the' Governor, Frauftois de iZirtuz/, lately .appointed 'Bishop, 
l^y. the Pope, , or in his absence, the Grand Vicar, with seven other 
Goxinsellors. .In this Cou;aciJ,. the Govemori was iirst, the ^Bishop, or 
his Representative, before mentioned, second, and > the 'Intendant, 
tUrdin raok: it .wa8.also tbeduty ofithe Intendant, to take the 
rVotes,. and, pronounce the. Deccets of the Sovereign Council, an4-he 
had tbe.genesal s^perintendenee of tbe.^King^'s Courts. 

Monsieur .de Talon, having succeeded : in destroying a Company 
which he considered hostile to Colonisation, retired to France; and 
Monsieur de C&tffnaii wasiippointcd in bis plaee^with increased pow- 
er. He was directed to. superintend. and. support the^inferior Judges 
and Oifioers ; to see (hat the Sovereign Council •eonfomed in all 
cases, Civil and Criminal, tor the Ordinances of the >KingdpBi> and 
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the custom of Pari&; to make Police Regulations* in concurrence r^>^ 
with the Council, to be executed by the Inferior Judj^s, and even to A. D« 
naake them- at his discretion^ in case of delay on the part of the 
CounctL The kitcndant appears, in his Civil, as well* as his Finan- 
cial Depart men t,> responsible fx) the King, only ;. and from an investi- 
gation of the Colonial Records, it would seem that n« Colonial Tri<- 
bunal could jpunisb malversation in any Officer of the Civil Depart- 
ment : but, by an act of power, on the personal responsibility of tlie 
Oovernor, he ihight be suspended from his functions, dismissed, or 
even imprisoned; but hia cause was always cognisable by His Majes- 
ty only.* 

The Count de Fronienne was of a violent and arbitrary disposition ; 
and, after quarrelUng with tlie Priests, and also with various Civil 
Officers, his disputes with the Intendant, who represented His Ma- 
jesty in Financial- matters, brought on a crisis producing the recall of 
both. During the Administration of Monsieur de Fronienacy his owor 
arbijtrary dWposition extended to his Del^ates, in tfie inferior an^ 
sectional Governments ; and an Edict was issued by His Majesty, iffj^ 
cfated the 7t& of May, 1679, prohibiting the imprisonment of any 
Frencfe Subject or Colonist, except by order of the Governor Gene- 
ral, or by Decree of the Sovereign Council : these authortties were 
justly considered by his Majesty, as more amenable to Ills tribunals 
wiefim the Kingdom, and more influenced by the salutary restriction 
of responsibilfty, than tde obscure Delegates of executive power in 
the interior of tlie Colony. 

tn tbe year 1670$ an attempt was made to establish the Parochial 
Clergy, and to fix the right of patronage in the Seigneurs ; but the 
conditions imposed upon them, of building Churches of stone, and 
providing suitable accommodation for the Priest, were found too 
burthensOme ; an^ what i» called the Parochial Clergy of Romish 
persuasion in Canada, is merely a number of Missionaries, removable 
at the discretion of the Bishop. Under these circumstances, an ex- 
traordinary anomaly arose, and still exists: namely, that there is no 
patronage of Churches in Canada ; but that the Vassals of the 
Seigneurs, merely provide a place of worship, and tlien apply to the 
6ish(tp for a Missionary, on condition of paying to him the modified 
tythe of the twenty-sixth part of Wheat and other Grain. 

* In die jtxr 1676, t«ro restnctfve rsgurlations were made By the Kiiuv, wliicb^ 
I W re W f wdl intelided, etmtd never be executed : the fint foHnide, under heavy 
pMUdtlMy tb% «ftle di BMfidy Uf the In^am ; the secmid, pnffribited «tt pteraetia frxna 
Jeaviog tfve SeftlcioMMa^ Towm tfr ^oiti, t» trade er barter wtih tlie Iftdiaaa i* lfa« 
forests. It waa ctiVUialy food policy to acc Mi to » the Indians ttf visit the Settle^ 
ments for the purpose of trading, rather than to aaffer the Coureurg de» Bom, or 
half Savage t^ecflar?, to collect the Furs in the Hunting Grounds, and feUoar 
their IncHnation of resellltig them to the Stigtish CoIonisU. Both Regulations 
were, hdwever, evaded : tha Indiana were treated with Braddy gratis; and the 
Ctmmtri tU» Bci» pnfcned banishinetitv to the ahandeamettt of a eottiraband trade, 
ffbich yearly incfcased till the period of the Conqneac. A Cenaoa takes this year* 
ahi^s the nuniber of French Settlers and converted Indians in their vicinity, to be 
•nly fight th9UMand four hundred and fifteen soulu 
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r^^-n About this time, began a series of enterprises and expeditions on 
A. D. the part of the French Governors, which combined the extension and 
security of the Fur Trade, with views of territorial dominion on the 
whole line of the St. I^awrence, the Lakes, the River Mississippi, and 
its tributaries ; the partial success of which, excited first the hostility 
of the English Colonies, and eventually led to ' war between the Go- 
vernments of France and Great Britain, ending, after a great variety 
of fortune, in the Conquest of Canada, by the latter power, in the 
year 1760. 

Before more particularly alluding to the progress of these events, 
we shall take the liberty of making ^ general remark upon the cha- 
racter and genius of the French and English Governments respec- 
tively ; in so far as they influenced the nnal resuU of their long ri- 
valship in North America. 

An impulse, favourable to the Colonisation of New France, was* 
first given during the vigorous Administration of the great Cardinal 
de Richelieuy which was no longer felt under the following female Re- 
gency. The energetic reign of Louis the Foufieenih, again supplied 
the necessary stimulus to improvement, which gradually declined af- 
ter his death ; and, notwithstanding the military habits of a growing 
Colonial Population, and the national interests and glory involved in 
the fate of Canada, it was destined to fall during the licentious reign 
of Louis the Fifteenth^ when vice, irreligion, and female ascendancy 
had debased the Court of France. 

On the other hand, while the English Colonists had been gradual- 
ly extending their Settlements, they also acquired strength from the 
improvement of the Constitution of Great Britain, after the expul- 
sion of James the Second, from the United Kingdom. At first, they 
were frequently driven back towards the Atlantic Coast, by the in- 
cursions of the French and their Indian Allies ; but, in the reign of 
King William the Third, they co-operated, with his vigorous Admi- 
nistration, in an invasion of Canada, renewing tiie war in America, 
whenever it existed between the rival Nations in Europe ; and seem- 
ing to acquire fresh spirit at each defeat, they at length, during the 
brilliant Administration of the elder Pitt, contributed largely, in 
blood, treasure and talent, to the final expulsion of French dominion 
from North America. 

During this long contest, each party had advantages peculiar to 
itself. Canada, comparatively weak in population, had the advantage 
of being under one head, whose sole will called forth and regu- 
lated the energies of the Colonists combined with the regular troops, 
and aided by the terrific warfare of their Savage Allies. The Bri- 
tish Colonies, divided by different commands^ unable to controul or 
conciliate local interests, and deficient in that address which attaches, 
the Savage race of mankind, suffered repeated and humiliating de- 
feats. It was only after they had studied the French system, and- 
adopted its better parts ; when British Commanders of regular troops 
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condescended to profit by the painful experience acquired by the r^^^^ 
Colonists in American warfare, and when aUo adversity had driven A. D. 
the whole of the Colonies to unite in making one great effort, that 
the British arms obtained decisive success in Canada. 

From this digression, we return to that brief summary of events, 
which suits the narrow limits of this Introduction. 

In the year 1682, Count Fronienac was recalled ; and Monsieur 1682. 
de la Barre was appointed Governor, with instructions to cultivate a 
Commercial intercourse between Quebec and the Ports of the French 
West India Islands, then presided over by the Count de Blenac, the 
Governor General of all the possessions of Louis the Fourteenth^ in 
the new world. 

Notwithstanding the subserviency of Charles the Second^ of En- 
gland, to the King of France^ the British Colonists, obeying only 
their Commercial propensities, were gradually attracting the Indians, 
from the French to the English Trading Posts ; and Dongauy the 
Governor of New York, regardless of the orders of his Court, fa- 
voured this project, by cherishing the hostility of the Five Nations^ 
against the French* This conduct induced Monsieur de la Barre, 
and his successor, the Marquis de NonviUe^ to employ both intri- 
gues and warfare for its counteraction ; and, wherever English Tra- 
ders attempted to penetrate, tbey were speedily checked, by the es- 
tabhshment of a French Fort or Military Post. With this view, 
rosts were gradually established at Cataraquiy nom Kingston, Nia^ 
garUf MichuimackiwU^ Detroit, SfC, 

The intei'ference of James the Second, of England, in the year 1687. 
1687, had contrx>uled this rivaUhip ; and the hostility of the Five 
Nations against Canada, would, for a time, have been checked, if 
the intrigues of the celebrated Le Rat, a Chief of the Huron Tribe, 
in alliance mth the French, had not destroyed their confidence in 
the pacific intentions of the Governor of Canada. This ambitious 
Indian Chie^ appajtently mortified by the pretension of the French 
Commands, to negotiate without previous consultation with his In- 
dian Allies, gratified bis revenge by exciting the Five Nations to at- 
tack the French Settlement ^n the Island of Montreal, by surprise, 
^hich they did on the 26th of July^ 16BB, killing a thousand of the iggS. 
Iijihabltants^ and destroying Houses, Crops and Cattle. This suc- 
cess, and the (u^osequent defection of the Frenich Indians, kept the 
Colony in a state of disquiet for some time^ till the arrival of suc- 
cours from France, under the Sieur de Frontenac, who had been ap- 1689* 
pointed with the intention of carryii^ the war into the Province of 
Me^ York, hat foun4 himself reduced by the unexpected eircum- 
sjaoces of Canada, to act ou the defensive, till the year 1690; whea 
he aent a party o£ t^rench and Indians against that Province^ who 
succeeded in surprising and massacrihg the greater part of the In- 
habitanU of Skenectaday, on the 8th of February, 169a This ter- 1690. 
rific massacre so much alarmed the British Settlers at Albany, that 

G 
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r*^-n they prepared to leave the Country, dreading more extensive hostil- 

A. D. ities, on account of the war which then existed between the Govern- 
ments of Great Britain and France. They were, however, encour- 
aged to remain by the strong attachment manifested by the Indian 
Chiefs of the Mohawks, or Five Nations, and by the hope of rein- 
forcements from New York. Meantime, the Indians made a power- 
ful diversion in favour of the British Settlers, by incursions into Ca- 
nada, keeping Frontenac on the defensive within the French Ter- 
ritory. 

At this crisis, the necessity of a mutual understanding and coali- 
tion induced the New England Colonies to send Commissioners to 
New York, who met on the 1st of May, 1690, and concerted an ex* 

- pedition against Canada. A Mission to Loudon, explaining their 

views, ' and soliciting naval and mih'tary co-operation in attacking 
Quebec, was unsuccessful, owing to the exigencies of the war in Eu- 
rope ; and this defect of reinforcements, caused the failure of the en- 

^ ^ terprise, which the Colonists persevered in, under every discourage- 
ment. This attack is remarkable, as resembling, in its plan^ the last 
and successful campaign of the year 1759, and will induce an 
impartial historian to give great credit to the British Colonial Lead- 
ers, for their direction of the regular forces, to the proper points of 
invasion. 

The attack^ by land and inland Navigation, from the Southern 
Frontier, first failed ; and the fleet sent round from Boston, with a 
small army, commanded by Sir Wiltiam Phipps^ having only reach- 
ed Quebec on the 5th of October, Frontenac had sufficient time to 
prepare for defence. Nothing proves more the determination of the 
British Colonists, to persevere, in the most desperate circumstances, 
in the policy of destroying French dominion in America, than the 
conduct of Governor Phipps : his army was not composed of regu- 
lar troops, but of men excited to revenge injuries, inflicted by the 
French and their Indian Allies, upon their relatives and fellow sub- 
jects on the frontiers ; and this spirit impelled him to hazards which 
astonished, though they did not intimidate Frontenac. On the 6th 
of October, Phipps sent a Summons to surrender Quebec, which has 
more the form of a Manifesto, than that which is usually employed 
by regular Commanders, who are generally brief in their Mandates. 
The Messenger found Frontenac in the Chateau St.LouiSy surrounded 
by all who could give dignity to the Representative of Louis the 
Fourteenth, of France. With that vanity which distinguishes the 
French Nation, he had prepared to dazzle the Messenger, by a dis- 
play of Courtlike splendour, and he received him in the midst of his 
Council, and answered the Summons verbally in the negative. The 
British Commander then resolved upon an attack, influenced, proba- 
bly* by the spirit of his forces ; but the French soon convinced him 
of the impossibility of success, and sufficiently cooled the courage of 
his men^ to induce them to acquiesce in the decision of a Council of 
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war, to return to Boston.* This prudent retreat, however, was not r*-^^ 
effected without considerable loss in Ships and Men, from accidental A. D. 
causes. 

Frontenac doubtless deserves credit for his vigorous preparations ; 
but the defence of Quebec, against undisciplined forces, was impro- 
perly raised in France to an exaggerated degree of splendour. A 
Medal was struck on the occasion, and profusely distributed ; and 
Frenchmen, as usual, laid the foundation of future misfortune, by 
despising an enemy, who only retreated with the determination of re- 
turning in sufficient strength, at a distant day, to seek indemnity for 
the past, and security for the future, by the utter annihilation of 
French dominion in America. 

After Quebec had been freed from the presence of an enemy, a 
small fleet from France, which fear of that of the British Colonists, 
had kept concealed in the Saguenay River, made its appearance, with 
Troops and Provisions. These supplies, particularly the Provisions, 
were essentially necessary, owing to the destructive incursions of the 
Iroquois or Five Nations, which had, in a great measure, destroyed 
the fruits of agricultural industry. 

As the Fur Trade, which always constituted the chief value of 
Canada to France, had about this period, assumed that regulated form 
which existed with little variation till the Conquest, we shall briefly 
describe its interior routine. It consisted of two parts : Ist, The 
Trade carried on at the great Annual Fairs in the Cities, particularly 
in Montreal ; where the Indians themselves brought their Furs to 
market. This local Trade was open to all the Colonists, subject to 
a contribution of one fourth of the Beaver, aqd one tenth of the 
Buffaloe Skins, to the King, which right, His Majesty farmed out to 
certain Patentees, or Farmers General. These Farmers General, by 
an abuse common in French Finances, contrived to purchase most of 
t|ie Furs, but more particularly the Beaver and Buffaloe, from the 
Merchants, blending together into one transaction, the receipt of the 
contribution, and the purchase of the remainder ; and this worst spe- 
cies of Monopoly, continued till the year 1701 ; when the Merchaiita 
obtained a Royal Edict, for the establishment of a Company, to con- 
sist of all persons willing to become Associates, for Shares of Fifly 
Livres each. Holders of Twenty Shares, were entitled to deliberate 
in all Meetings, and might be chosen Directors of the Company. 
The whole of tlie Beaver Trade, and the claims of the Crown upon 
it, were granted for the consideration of an annual contribution to 
the Colonial Treasury, of sixty thousand Livres. With the combined 
views of checking the contraband trade to New York, and encourag- 
ing the exertioni of the Inland Traders, ^ liberal minimum price in 

* See a curious Account of the proceedings of the British Prorincial See and 
lAnd Forces befori Quebec, by the second in Command, Colonel P. John Wally, 
coQttined in a noti to Smith's Histoiy of Canada, voL 1, p, 93» printed at Quebec, 
in ths year 1815^ but not published till the year 1826. 
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r*>^ money, was fixed by this Edict, for Beaver Skins, distinguished into 
A. D. tbr^e qualities, averaging two livres thirteen sous, or about two sbil • 
lings and three pence sterling, per pound. 2d. The second part of 
this Trade, extended to the distant Posts and Plages, whence the In- 
dians could not be expected to bring their Furs to the Montreal Fair. 
Licenses were granted to carry on this trade, as a royal bounty to 
aid Officers, or to the poor gentry of the Colony, which they sold tQ 
the ililand Traders. The extent of trade allowed to each License, 
was Merchandise to the amount of One Thousand Crffoons^ to carry 
which, and to convey the returns, the purchaser of the License was 
bouqd to employ two Canoes, with crews of six men in each. The 
Seller of the License had also the right of furnishing Merchandise 
suitable for this Trade, to the amount before mentioned, at an ad- 
vance of 13 per Cent, upon the market price, making, wjth the an- 
nual price or the Licence, namely, Six Hundred Crotionsj a hand- 
some income, in those times of comparative economy. A success- 
ful adventure, under such a License, generally gave to the Merchant 
a profit of four hundred per cent, on the Merchandise, and six hun-; 
dtei Crowns to each of the Canoe^men. But an essential part of 
this regulated t^ade, should be more particularly alluded to : the 
Canoe-men were not only entitled to provisions and clothing, but in- 
terested in the result of the adventure, by having a legal right to di- 
vide the surplus of the returns, after the cost of License, Merchan- 
dise, and Four Hundred per cent profit to the Merchant, had beeii. 
reimbursed. Those privileges excited a spirit of enterprise among 
the youne Colonists ; and almost every father of a family looked to 
^he inland Fur Trade as a means of regular employment to part of his . 
children. This emplo^ent had also peculiar attractions ; and the 
Canoe^man, though urigin^l^ intending merely to obtain a little mo- 
ney to be employed in cleanng- and stocking a Farm, fi-equent)y dis- 
sipated his share of the returns, and undertook another voyage. Iq 
this manner, the avails of the Fur Trade were not so subservient to 
Colonisation, as the King expected ; but they must have contributed 
something towards the improvement of the Country ; and, in a poli- 
tical point of view, the effects of this Trade upon the Colonial popu- 
lation were important, in breeding up a class of men familiarised 
with the dangers and privations of a long inland navigation, and 
fitting them to co-operate with the {ndian Allies of France, in har- 
rassing the British Colonle^. The brilliant accounts given by the 
Canoe^men, of the scenes which they had visited, combined with the 
military spirit diffused among the Settlers, by disbanded Soldiers, 
rendered the Canadian Militia ambitious to accompany the regular 
forces in desultory warfare ; and, for many years before the Conquest, 
it was the common boast of a Canadian, that he had been employed ' 
in an expedition against the English on the Belle Riviere or Ohio. , 
Having thus alluded to the Fur Trade, in its Commercial and Po- 
litical efects, and connected the letter with those causes of alarm on' 
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the part of th« British Colonies^ which combined them ih an unalter- r^^^n 
able determination to destroy French dominion in America, we re* '^* ^ 
turn to the course of events. 

The vigorous Administration of Fronteliac first accustomed the 
Colonists to co-operate with regular troops, in distant expeditions* 
against the English and their Indian Allied ; and, though he was 
counteracted by the intrigue^ of the Seigneurs, and of the Parochial 
Clergy, interested in keeping the population concentrated, he 
persevered, and exhibited to the English and the Five Indian Na-* 
jtions, their Allies, a formidable force, always ready 10 take advant 
tage oi' their apathy, in order to take possession of every point cal- 
culated to extend the dominion of France, cut off the British from 
the Fur Trade, and hem them in between the highlands of Nova 
^coiia and the Allegany Mouniains, 

In the year 1693,* Frontenac be^n by chastising the Iroquois, 1693- 
and, in the course of a few years, he weakened them by warfare^ 
and checked their incursions so much, by his judicious location of 
Military Posts, that, except as auxiliaries to a British Force, they ne« 
yer afterwards were capable of making an impression upon Canada. 

In the year 1697| before the Treaty of Peace between Great Bri- 1697. 
tain and France, concluded at Ryswick the 11th of September, or- 
ders were received by Frontenac to prepare to co-operate with large 
reinforcenients from France, in the Conquest of New York ; and he 
made extraordinary exertions for that purpose^ The news of the 
Treaty, and the consequent orders to cease offensive hostilities . 
against the Provincials and the Iroquois, displeased the ^Governor, 
and rendered him entirely hostile to an unambitious course of policy, 
with respect to Indian trade and alliance, which was then contem-. 
plated by the aged Monarch of France. This change, as it would 
have afforded a chance of the protraction of French dominion in 
America, deserves particular notice. The granting of Licenses for 
trading with the far distant Indians, was forbidden ; and it was in-, 
tended in Riture^ to imitate the English, in merely attracting them to 
the public Fairs and Markets, in the fettled parts of the Colony. It 
was justly argued by the authors of this policy, that the Fur. 
Trade might be divided between the French and the Eoglish Colo-; 
nists, without the necessity of either party taking an active part in' 
the wars of the native Indians, who woi^ld be left to choose the best. 
Market for the produce of their chase. The old system, however, 
of identifying Inaian trade with Indian alliance, was so deeply rooted 

* This year, the Court, called Justice Royale, was estabtisht d at Monireal. It 
was a Court Civil and Criminal, administered by a Lieutenant General, a Lieuten- 
ant PartiauHir, a King^s Attorney, ^c. See His Majesty's Edict, dated the 5th 
of Octiobcr, i693L The righls of the Seigneurs ezteiided to having establishments 
of 0>«iirts of Jasticip, ClTtl and Criminal, upon their Estates ; but the expenses 
attending this Jurisdictiien prevented its general executioo, long before the CeB** 
quest introduced the Criminal Law of England, and its attribution of the powers 
of lifb and deatb^ to the Sovereign alone, and to his Delegates. 



lAJ INTRODUCTION. 

P^A^^ in Canada, that the Ordinance of Louis the Fourteenth, for the sup- 

A. D. pression of Licenses, remained a dead letter ; and the trade continu- 
ed, as hefore, to be carried on under the patronage of Military men, 
who found their account, in presenting to the Engh'sh, on every point 
of the frontier, impediments to the natural course of Indian Trade, 
necessitating, on their side, a constant preparation for defence against 
the predatory incursions of the Savages. This state of affairs, mak- 
ing the existence of French dominion in Canada a continual object 
of alarm and terror to the English Colonists, in the course of time, 
combined them for its destruction ; which they attempted on every 
occasion, when war existed in Europe, between the Governments of 
Great Britain and France. 

While Monsieur de FrontenaCy and the Jesuits were continuing 
their intrigues among the Indian Tribes, in order to detach them 
from English intercourse, he died at Quebec, on the 28th of Novem- 
ber, 1698, in the 78th year of his age, and was succeeded by the 

1699. Chevalier de CalliereSf who was successful in making peace with the 
Five Nations, as a power independent of Great Britain. 

This peace, however, did not last ; and the rising hopes of the 
Jesuits to convert the Five Nations to the rites of the Romish 
Church, were soon prostrated ; and the English speedily recovered 
that influence over them, which was so necessary for the preservation 
of their frontier Settlements against the restless ambition of the 
French Officers, on the line of Military Posts. 

1702. The renewal of war between Great Britain and France, in May, 
1702, was no sooner known in Canada, than Monsieur de CalliheSf 
aware of the jealousy excited in the English Colonists, by his in- 
trigues with their Indian Allies, represented to the Court of France, 
the necessity of reinforcements ; and he made the best preparations in 
his power for the defence of the Colony. While employed in those 
measures, he died on the 26th of May, 1703, and was succeeded by 
the Marquis de VaudreuiL 

Neutrality in America seemed at first the desire of the French 
Court ; but this avowed attempt to preserve peace in America, was 
accompanied with secret intrigues to weaken the influence of the 
English over their Indian Allies, which, when discovered, led to the 
most rancorous hostilities on both sides. The intolerance of the 
French King, in his old age, and his cruel persecution of his Protes- 
tant Subjects in France, likewise tended, at this peculiar crisis, to 
favour the solicitations of the English Colonists for a powerful co- 
operation with them, in the reduction of Canada. A circumstance 
which showed the religious feelings of England towards France, pre* 
ceded the approaching display of force in America. The Bishop of 
Quebec, returning from a visit to France, in the year 1704, was taken 
by the English on board of the La Seine, a French Frigate ; and he 
was kept prisoner in England, with the hope of obtaining in ex- 
change for his freedom, the release of many French Protestants^ then 
confined by their King as Galley Slaves. The negotiation, through 
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a neutral power for this purpose, was unsuccessful ; and thei indigna- r*^-n 
tioD of the English people at this result, was extremely favourable to ^' ^- 
the views of the Colonies of New England. 

Before hostilities commenced, some improvements in the adminis- 1705 
tration of Justice, and in the Commerce of Canada, were attempted, 
under the patronage of Monsieur Raudoft appointed Intendant, with 
increased powers, on the 1st of January, 1705. The number of 
Frenchmen and their descendants, now in the Colony, had increased 
to fifteen thousand ; and he found them influenced by such a spirit 
of litigation, as disturbed the industry of Canada, in peace nearly 
as much as the incursions of the Iroquois did in war. To allay tins 
spirit, a system of more summary and arbitrary proceedings in law- 
suits, was introduced, which, along with its benefits, brought the evil 
of interference with the due course of law by an Executive Officer, 
destroying all certainty and satisfaction in the enjoyment of Civil 
Rights. The Custom of Paris, the Laws and Ordinances of 
France, and the mode of procedure in the Parliament of Paris, in« 
troduced into Canada, had given the semblance of a Government of 
law for nearly a century ; but, in practice, under the increasing pow- 
er of the Intendants, they were virtually set aside, whenever a plea 
of expediency or state necessity could be invented ; and the will of 
the King, expressed through the medium of the Intendant, particu- 
larly during w'ar^ superseded every law, for the protection of private 
interests, which could interfere with contributions of labour or mo« 
ney, to His Majesty^s service. The accumulation of the fruits of 
Colonial industry, during peace, was therefore chiefly encouraged* 
with the view of having a fund on which to levy arbitrary contribu-^ 
tions during war. 

In the year 1706, the Government directed the attention of the 1706- 
increasing population, -to the Fisheries, and to other means of sup- 
plying the French West India Islands ; but these undertakings appear 
to have been premature^ and farther obstructed by the periodical 
close of the navigation of the St. Lawrence, owing to the rigour of 
the climate ; — disadvantages which, even under the Free Government 
of England after the Conquest, long repressed the Commercial in- 
dustry and enterprise of Canada. 

In the year 1708, the Romish Clergy were foiled in an attempt to 1708. 
increase the tythe from one twenty-sixth, to one thirteenth part of 
Grain, the latter being the allowance in France, which the King 
wisely deemed too burthensome for a Colony, whose resources he 
might have occasion to appropriate for warlike purposes. 

The hostile designs of the English Colonies being ascertained, the 
Governor of Canada resolved to anticipate them^ by carrying the 
war into their frontier Settlements, after negotiating for the neutrali- 
ty of the Iroquois or Five Nations, who were flattered with the de- 
signation of a power equally independent of the English or the 
French. These measures and intrigues were> however, counteracted 
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f**>-n by the English Colonists ; and the Marquis de Vauc/reuil having 
A.D. merely incensed them, by the destrifction of the Village of Haver- 
1709. hill, and the masacre of some of its Inhabitants, was reduced to re- 
main on the defensive. For, in the year 1709, he ^as informed that 
extensive preparations were intended, by the Government of En- 
gland, for the reduction of Canada, by attacking Quebec from Sea, 
through the St. Lawrence, and by land, on the New England fr6n- 
tier. Such was tbe zeal of the New Englanders, that they had de- 
cided on their march, by Lake Champlain, to the attack of Montre- 
al, when their progress, this year, was interrupted by the intelligence 
that the naval and military forces intended to co-operate in Canada, 
had been required for the assistance of Portugal. 

This gave time to the Marquis di Vaudreuily to prepare for de- 
fence ; and,- as another year was spent by England in reducing Aca- 
dia, now Nova Scotia^ supplies of meft and money from France, were 
superadded.* ' 

1711. In tbeyeat l7ll, instead of sufficiently eombinhiff operations, on 
the side of Lake Champlain, ' agamst Montreal, with an attack of 
Quebec, by Sea, the principal force was imprudently directed against 
Quebec, subjecting the fate of the expedition to the chanced of an in- 
tricate, and almost unknown navigation. The naval and military 
forces, which left Boston ih the beginnihg of July, wete perfectly ade- 
quate ; and proper means had been employed to recommend the inter- 
est of the invaders to the Cantidfans ;f but the Fleet was so much da- 
maged by tempestuous weather, and accidents arising fVom igno- 
rance of the Coast, that the expedition was abandoned ; and the res- 
toration ef peace betweeft Great Britain and France, by the defini- 
tive Treaty of Utrecht, in 1713, left the French in possession of Ca- 
. nada, and of extennve means of annoyance to the peace and com- 
merce of the New England Colonies. 

Meantime, a new stimulus to the extension and concatenation of 
French Settlements in North America, arose ffom the establishment 
of a French Colony on the Mississippi, which, under the patronage 
df the Government of France, and, by the successive dfiforts of Mon^ 

* These delaiys, so fatourable to the protraction of French dominion, were a£- 
oompanied by a formidable domestic afiliotion : in the year 1710, a contagious fe- 
ter raged in Quebec, which cut off a large propertion of the Oarrison and Itt In- 
habitants:— it was called the Pnrple Fever ; and may be conjectured to have beeoi 
introduced by the Troops from France, landed at Quebet, after « long voysge, 
calculated to produce a contagions fever. 

f A long Manifesto, translated into French, was issued by Admiral VfA^f ^^ 
General Hill, asserting the pretensioiis of Greaft firiuin to the #ho1e of North 
Attierica, in victue of original discovery; describing the possession of Cansda, by 
Friince, as an usurpation : it contained a variety of coioplaiiits agafnst thf Cfn#^|'^ 
Government, and, among others, its barbarous practice of rewarding its Indian 
AlHes for killing Her Majesty's Subjects, by giving forty Livres for every humsa 
scdp delivered to the Canadian- War Department. The nsual promise of an in- 
vader to the invaded, were liberally made, sinular, in many respects, to the terms er 
the capitulation, in the year 1760. 
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»eur Iberx>ine,B> native of Canada, and Monsitur Croxatf a rich 
Merchant, had acquired some celebrity, in the year 1714. Its trade A.D. 
in Furs was considerably extended by a new Company, established 
tills year, under the name of the West India Company ; the average 
amount of whose exports, in Furs, exceeded one hundred thousand 
pounds sterling. 

During the peace, the Governor of Canada, the Marquis de Vau^ 
dreuil, made great exertions to Increase the population and strength- 
en the Colony, by soliciting encouragement to Emigration, from 
France ; he also recommended, that one hundred and fifty of the 
French Criminals, condemned to the slavery of the Gallies, should b^ 
annually selected and transported to Canada. In his communica« 
tions with the French Ministry, on those matters, the Marquis reck- 
ons the Militia of Canada, as amounting to four thousand four hun- ' 
dred and eighty, giving reason to infer that the whole population of 
French descent, was then about twenty«five thousand souls. 
. In the year 17 IT^ began the improved regulation of Notaries, fol- 1717. 
lowed up by farther royal declarations, in 1724 an4 1733 ; by which 
those Officers, and all their proceedings, were placed under the su« 
perin tendance of the King's Attorney General. Those regulations, 
so long called for by the complaints of the Colonists i^alnst the No- 
taries, who had frequently been employed by designing men to de- 
fraud and oppress the peasantry, have been rendered less efficient 
ftnce the Conquest, which substituted the English, Instead of the 
French Criminal Law, and restricted the power of interference on the 
part of the Executive. 

- ITie year 1718, h chiefly remarkable, by the discovery, in the fo- 1718. 
rests of Canada, of the plant Ginsengs by the Jesuit Lqfitau, At in- 
tervals. Ginseng has formed a valuable article of export from Cana- 
da ; but, being only consumed by the Chinese, their distant market 
has not afforded that constant encouragement, which is requisite to 
make its collection and preparation profitable to the Colonists* 

In the year 1720, improvements of the fortifications of Quebec and 1720. 
Montreal, were commenced, under the superintendance of Monsieur 
Gaspard Chaussegros de Lery ; and to defray the expense of those 
works, as well as of Barracks for the Troops, an Assessment or di- 
rect Tax, was imposed upon the Inhabitants of those Cities, and 
oontinued during the French dominion.* 

In the year 1722, a definitive regulation of the distribution and 1722 
limits of Parishes, took place; the drail prepared in Canada, by the 

• * la the year 1720, the number of Inhabitants of Qjuebee, was reckoned f even 
thouaaod ; that of Montreal, three thousand :-^the superiority of Montreal to Qu«. 
hec, with respect to population, in the present century, arises from a combination of 
physical and political circumstances, worthy of the attention of our readers : they 
ve to be looked for in advantages of soil, climate and situation, which under the 
Free and Commercial Institutions of Great Britain, gradually superseding those of 
014 Fraoce, will eventually render Montreal out of the greatest Commercial £m- 
poriums of the American Continent. 

H 
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(•*-^-n Governor, the Intendant and the Bishop, was adopted, and, in due 
A. D. form promulgated as an Ordinance, by the Duke of Orleans, then 

Regent of France. 
1723. In the year 1723, the Commerce of the Colony was found to have 
made considerable progress, during ten j^ears of foreign and internal 
tranquillity. Nineteen vessels cleared from Quebec, loaded with. 
Peltries, Lumber^ Staves, Tar, Tobacco, Flour, Pease, Pork, Sfc; six 
Merchant Ships, and two Ships of War, were also built this year ; it 
is also remarkable, by the Edict establishing the dower or entrance 
money of Nuns, into the Convents of Canada, at Jive thousand Li' 
vres, reduced afterwards, by the Edict of 1732, to the existing rate 
of three thousand Livres, or about one hundred and twelve pounds 
sterling.* 

1725. The long and successful Administration of the Marquis de Fau- 
dreuil, ended by his death, on the 10th of October, 1725 : a know- 
ledge of his character, and confidence in his good intentions, com- 
bined with his general success in his undertakings, had made the Co- 
lonists extremely attached to his Administration ; and they not only 
exhibited the greatest sorrow for his death, as a public loss, but they 
extended their confidence to his descendants. 

The death of the Marquis de Vaudreuil, was followed by the de- 
parture of the able Intendant, Monsieur Bigon, to France, who was^ 
replaced by Monsieur du Puy, 

1726, In the year 1726, the Marquis de Beauhamois, a natural son of 
Louis the Fourteenth, succeeded to the Government of Canada ; and 
his Administration contributed much to increase the military power, 
within the Colony, and to excite the jealousy and alarm of the Bri- 
tish Colonies of New York and New England. The Colonial policy 
of France was, at this time, more particularly directed to the inCreasft 
of Territory, and to the monopoly of the Fur Trade, making both 
mutually subservient to the most ambitious designs against the En- 
glish, whom it was proposed to encircle, as with a belt, between tho 
Allegany Mountains and the Atlantic Coast, depriving them of the 
Navigation of the Lakes, and bridling their advancing Commerce, 
by building furts along the heights of lands, and at the heads of ri- 
vers. This ambitious course was much facilitated, by the intrigues 
of the Jesuits among the Indian Tribes, ' confederated under the 
name of the Five Nations. The curious reader may here be refer- 
red to the Maps published about the year 1754 ; whiere he will be 
astonished to find that the French line of encroachment Jrom Gaspe 

* In order to complete this dower, a itubsrriptipn for a voluntary coRtribtitron 
tometiroes takes place, which is well calculated to excite the young men to enquire 
into the character of the fair Novice, and to induce some one to solicit her to re- 
turn to the road of nature, and to prefer matrimony, as more patriotic than religioui 
celibacy, in a Colony, where the divine recommendation to'increase and multiply* i» 
facilitated in execution, by the extent of unoccupied lands: the History of Lower 
Canada, might comprise many pleasing anecdotes on the impediments to taking 
the Veil. ^ : : 
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io the Mississippi^ coinpi-ehended about one lliird of the Territory, r^^-n 
now occupied by more than three milHons of the Citizens of the -^'K 
United States of North America. Every advance into the Interior, 
which the increasing population and commercial enterprise of the 
British Colonies niade, was met by the erection of new forts, and b}' 
the display of military force, on the part of the Canadian Govern- 
ment. This year, Bumcti, Governor of New York, in consequence 
of the urgent representations of the British Fur Traders, who stated 
that the Canadians prevented the Indians from bringing the produce 
of their chace to the best market, erected a trading house, protected 
hy a fort, at the mouth of the River Oswego, which falls into 
Lake Ontario; Beauharnois, jealous of this measure, immediately 
began to rebuild and strengthen Fort Niagara ; and> finding the En- 
glish Governor resolved to support the new establishment at Oswe- 
go, he made urgent representations to the Court of France, on the 
subject of taking nlilitary possession of such a line, as alone could 
prevent the English Fur Traders from enjoying the greater share of 
this trade. His despatches were accompanied vi'ith a Map of the 
debateable ground, carried to France, by Engineers capable of ex- 
plaining this advantages of particular scites for forts and military 
posts^ on the proposed line. Those representations were successful ; 
and, besides minor establishments, an important and well situated 
fort was, in the year 1731, erected on Lake Champlain, near the 1731. 
Hudson and Connecticut Rivers. The spot chosen for this forty. 
was afterwards called Crown Pointy and has become famous, in mili- 
tary history^ from the sanguinary contests which its possession excited. 

In the year 1733, the Nuns of the General Hospital of Quebec^ 1733. 
were restricted by the King, from visiting peraons of the Laity, how* 
ever nearly related to them ; and they were strictly confined within 
the walls of their conventual house and garden. 

During the long peace between Great Britain and France, many 
other regulations were made, affecting the domestic economy of the 
Colony, which our limits prevent us from mentioning ; but the Royal 
Edict of the year 174-3, checking effectually the propensity of the 
Jesuits, and other Ecclesiastics, to acquire lands, should not be pass- 
ed over. All the previous precautions and formalities of obtaining 
written permissions from Governors and Intendants, had been frus- 
trated by the intrigues of the Jesuits ; and it was deemed necessary 
to apply the remedy of an absolute prohibition of all acquisitions in 
mortmain, as the only means of preventing the Clergy from mono- 
polising the superiority or possession of the greater proportion of the 
cultivated lands in the Colony*. V 

In the year 174?4?> an important change was made in the Law of ' 
Canada ; by which only such of the laws of France as should be en- 
registered in the Books of the Superior Council, by His Majesty's 
special direction, should have force in the Colony. Owing to this 
circumstance, the French Coj^e Marchand or Law of Commerce, 
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r*^^ and many regulations connected with tlie Trade of France, in its ad- 
A. D. vancement. during the reign of Louis the Fifteenth, were not found in 
'Canada at the Conquest. This deficiency of Commercial Law has 
-never been repaired ; though the Government of Great Britain was 
'repeatedly solicited to do so, more particularly by the Subjects of 
'British and French descent, who joined in petitioning for a Provin- 
cial House of Assembly, in the year 1784. In this same year 1744, 
the Bishop of Quebec^ Monsieur De Pont Briand, by order of the 
French King, suppressed many of the Holidays, as being prejudicial 
to the Sobriety and Industry of the Colonists. 
1745. In the year 1745, instead of introducing the law of primogeniture, 
which is the most direct meansof preventing an endless subdivision of 
lands, and its consequence of keeping the Colonists confined and 
-thickly settled, endeavoured vainly to counteract this old custom of 
subdivision, particularly affecting the peasantry, by a very arbitrary 
measure, which could not long be executed. His Majesty directed 
that, except within the precincts of the towns, no buildings should be 
erected but on tracts or farms containing one acre and a half in front, 
by forty acres in depth, under a penalty of fifty livres. The partial 
enforcement of this imprudent law, instead of having the desired effect 
of stimulating the Colonists to make new clearances, induced several 
idndred families to live in the same house, exposed to mauy disagree* 
floents and family quarrels ; from which the most restless individuali 
escaped) by becoming day-labourers, canoe-men and soldiers. This 
unforeseen result of the new law, however destructive to the interests 
of Agricidture and Colonisation, was winked at by the military Go« 
vemors and Fur Traders, as producing that proportion of vice and 
misery, which, in fully peopled countries, renders labour cheap. No 
Colony indeed ha^ ever evinced such a mismanagement of the ener-* 
gies of a growing population as Canada ; and the effects of this early 
mismanagement are still visible, under the British Government, which, 
by its own Acts of Parliament, has fortified the prejudices of the 
French Canadians in favor of concentration, instead of encouraging 
them to spread out, amalgamated with the Subjects of British des- 
eent, into new Settlements. A difiPerent course of policy would have 
made it an object of ambition, in the French Canadians, to mix, in 
the clearance of the forest, with enterprising British Emigrants ; and 
Lower Canada, at the present day, would exhibit the naturd ap- 
pearance which suits a Country nearly as large as Russia in Enrope { 
and, instead of nearly half a million of souls being located on five 
millions of acres, we should see them spread out upon four times that 
number. This consequence of the preposterous policy of the 
British as well as of the French Government is evinced by the con- 
trast between Lower Canada and Upper Canada, and even betweeot 
the neglected Settlements of the Townships, inhabited by the Sub- 
jects ^ British descent and the rest of Lower Canada ; where, witb- 
ottt the arbitrary Edict of 1744, there are on the avetage no buildiiigs 



INTRODUCTION. LXI 

on any tract of land, except in the precincts of towns and villages, con- n^^^ 
laining less than wxty French acres. ^' ^' 

From this digression, we return to the course of events: — in the 
y«ar IT^S, the war between Great Britain and France, had produced 
the splendid success of the latter power at Fontenoy^ which victory 
M^as, by order of the King, solemnised in Canada by singing Te Deum, 
in the Cathedral of Quebec. This excitement of warlike spirit, pre- 
pared the Colonists for the movement required to check the progress 
of the English in America, who this year, conquered Cape Breton, 
with a British naval and military force, combined with the Provincial 
troops of the New England Colonies. 

In the years 1746 and 1747, the French were prevented by acci- ^746. 
dental causes from making any impression upon Nova Scotia, and no- 
thing material happened till the negotiation for a line of demarcation 
between the British and French territories in America took place, in 
consequence of a clause of the Treaty of peace of Aix-La-Chapelle» 
in the year 174«8. 

The plan of the French, already alluded to, was to keep the Eng- 
lish within their actual Settlements. The Count De GaUmonmerei 1747. 
who had succeeded Monsieur De Beauhamois in the Government, 
had transmitted to France an able statement of the national advan^ 
tages which might be derived from Canada, urging the expediency of 
strengthening the Colony, by sending out at the expense of Govern* 
tnent. Ten Thousand Settlers, with the celebrated Engineer Du 
Quesne, to mark out and settle the proposed line of demarcation, in- 
tended to restrict the English within the Allegany Mountains, and 
to prevent their approach to the Lakes, the St. Lawrence, the Missis- 
sippi or their tributary streams. His zeal was praised by his efl^mi- 
nate and licentious Monarch ; but his recommendations, so necessary 
for preserving the French power in America, were neglected. Left 
to his own resources, he employed Monsieur Bienville to run the de- 
sired line, and to sink, at proper distances, leaden plates, bearing the 
Royal Arms of France. This proceeding was accompanied with a 
display of military power, calculated to impress the Indians and Fur 
Traders with the idea, that an exclusive right would be enforced by 
France to the vast territory which the Engineer had surveyed, excit** 
iug in their minds unprecedented jealousy and alarm, and tending to 
produce that formidable union between the British Colonists and the 
Indians of the Five Nations, which at length co-operated with the 
Boeasures of the British Government, in driving French dominion from 
North America. 

But Galisonnidre was not satisfied with merely assuming a line of 
demarcation on the limits already mentioned : he at the same time em- 
ployed the intrigues of Le Loutre and other Priests, who succeeded 
in seducing many of the French inhabitants to quit L'Acadie, now 
Naoa Scotia, and resort to a military Post established beyond its lim- 
its. His first success in this intrigue was so agreeable to the Court of 
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r*^^ France, that Iiis project of establishing a new ColOny, to be composed 
A. D. of Acadians and Canadians, received the Uoyal sanction with an ap- 
p**opriation of Eight Hundred Thousand Livres per annitm. While 
busily engaged in this plan, which he was certainly the best fitted to 
execute, he was superseded in his Government by Monsieur DeJon^ 
quiereSf who showed such reluctance to proceed, that he was only stim- 
ulated to action by fresh instructions from theKing^ ift the year 1749- 
174Q After some discussions between the Chevalier De La Cotne^ the 
' military commander, and Father Le Loutre, the scite of a fort was 
chosen, between the Bay of Fundi/ and La Baye Verte ; and, as a 
subsidiary measure, a post was establislied near the mouth of the river 
St, John; where a detachhientof troops was stationed under the c6m- 
mand of Monsieur De Boisheberd, counselled by Father St, Germain, 
a Jesuit of great influence among the Acadians and Indians/ 

Those posts, established under the pretext of merely supporting 
the French Commissioner in his line of demarcation, excited the jea- 
lousy of CornxjoalliSf the Governor of Nova Scotia, who well knew that 
the Indians would flock to that spot, where a display of military force 
should be made, and had already seen the alacrity of the Acadians to 
quit theif allegiance : he resolved therefore to make every opposition 
in his limited power ; and he very soon convinced the French that the 
scope of their plan of encroachment was perfectly known to him, and 
that he was ready even to take the high responsibility of offensive 
hostilities to counteract it. A French vessel, with supplies for the 
post at the mouth of, the St. John river, was captured by his orders ; 
and a fort was erected opposite to that of the French, near the Bay of 
Fundy ; where MajorLatorence, on the ofte side of the river Beaubassin, 
and the Chevalier De La Corne 6n the other, continued long to 
strengthen their respective Posts, without \nutual hostilities. 

This year is remarkable for one of those Jobs which disgrac- 
ed the Colonial Government, during the decline of French do-' 
minion in Canada. After a series of preliminary enquiries, an associa- 
tion, consisting of the Governor, the Intendant and other officers of tlie 
Colony, despatched an expedition, at the expense of the Crown, with the 
avowed purpose of exploring a route to the Pacific Ocean, through the 
Lakes, the Mississippi and the Missouri rivers, as well as by a land 
route, beyond Lake Superior. This Royal Expedition, which, conduct- 
ed with zealj loyalty and perseverance, might have anticipated the dis- 
coveries of Sir Alexander McKenzie, a British Fur Trader, ended only 
in obtaining the real objects of its Colonial Projectors, namely rich 
returns of Furs ; of which the Governor's share was worth about 
Twelve Thousand Pounds Sterling. As the Intendant, and others 
interested, had a due share in the returns, the failure of the expedi- 
tion in its public purposes, was accounted for^ in despatches to the 
French Court, by asserting that insuperable difficulties existed in their 
prosecution ; and " the Queens Postt'* established by Monsieur De 
la Verandrie, was the neplus uhra of the French progress towards the 
Rocky. Mountains and the Pacific Ocean. 
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In the year 17.50, Chaussegros De Liry^ the son of the Engineer r^^-n 
before mentioned, superintended the erection of the fort at Beaus6- A. D. 
jour, round which, Father Leloutre collected the infatuated Acadiansy 1750. 
whom he subjected to every labour and privation which religious fa- 
naticism alone can endure. 

This year, the pretensions of the French, as to the line of de- 
marcation, towards tlie Ohio, and other tributaries of the Mississippi, 
were enforced ; and three individuals, who had licenses from the Go- 
vernors of the English Colonies, to trade with the Indians on the 
Ohio, were seized with their Merchandise, and brought prisoners to 
Montreal ; they were, however, liberated as a matter of expediency ; 
after they had been strictly examined respecting the Commercial and 
Territorial views of the Colonial Authorities of New England and 
I^ew York. 

Meantime, though the boundary Commissioners had met with all 
the appearances of amicable negotiation, the Governor of Canada^ 
foreseeing war as the inevitable result of the pretensions of Great 
Britain and France in America, took early precautions. He renewed 
his intrigues with the Iroquois or Five Nations, which, supported as 
they were by Picguet, one of the Priests of St. Sulpice, would have 
succeeded, if they had not been counteracted by the wonderful in- 
fluence acquired over that Confederation, by Sir William Johnson ; 
whose warlike undertakings and adventures, among the Indians, are 
^fit subjects for history and romance. The French, however, were 
suffered by those Indians, to erect the fort La Presentation, near 
their borders, and thus, to add another proof of their perfect know- 
ledge, arising from long study, of the proper points from which the 
English Colonies, and their Indian Allies^ could be assailed, on the 
side of Canada. 
I The approach of destruction to French dominion in America was, 
however^ signalised, not less by measures calculated to alarm and 
unite the English Colonies, than by corruption in the French Officers 
which weakened thp energies of Canada. The inadequate salaries* 
of the Civil and Military Officers ofthis Colony, had long tempted them' 
to combine in peculation and commercial adventures. These prac- 
tices were, however, aggravated, when the licentious state of the 
Court of France, produced the appointment of analogous characters 
to the Government of the Colony. This year. Monsieur Bigot, the 
Intendant of Canada, exhibited much of the license and prodigality 
of the Court of France, and resorted to the most profligate means 
for the support of his expenses ; the greater part of which were in- 
curred to support the extravagance of a Mistress, whom he had sie- 
duced, or rather purchased, by protection and presents, from her' 
husband. In this affair, indeed, the conduct of Louis the Fifteenth, 
was exactly followed : the Lady was endowed with a rich establish- 
nient ; and her complaisant husband was first made Town-Major of 
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r*>^ Quebec, and afterwards; by the continued interest and urgent sofici* 
A. D. tation of the paramour, created Chevalier de la Croix. ♦ 

In this manner, corrupt monopolies had interfered with the inter- 
est of the Company, established. for the general benefit in the prose- 
cution of the Fur Trade ; and an alarming division between the in- 
terests of the rulers and the ruled^ had been already accomplished, 
before oiTensive operations against Canada took place, in the year 
17.55., 

But we return to the course of events, by stating that in the midst 
of his plans of avarice and ambition, Monsieur de Jonquieres died at 
1752 Quebec, on the 17th of May, 1752,f regretted by no class of the 
community, whom he had always endeavoured to render subservient 
to the interests of himself and a few sharers, in the public spoil. Till 
the arrival of a new Governor, the Administration of the Colony de- 
volved upon Charles Lie Moine, Baron de- Longueuil, Governor of 
Montreal. 

The reiterated complaints of the Clergy, and other influential per- 
sons in the Colony, which no intrigues could stifle> had induced Mori' 
sieur de la Jongutere, a few months before his death, to tender his re- 
signation, having amassed a large fortune, which he desired to enjoy 
in France ; and His Majesty, having decided on his recall, appointed 
the Marqtds du Quesne de Menneville Governor of Canada, Louisiana, 
Cape Breton, St. Johns, and their Dependencies. He arrived at 
Quebec in the month of August ; and showed, by his active prepar- 
ations for hostilities, that he foresaw an approaching crisis, which his 
disposition and character were calculated to hasten. 

Besides oi^anising, and periodically training the Militia, for in- 
ternal defence, the new Governor sent detachments of Regulars, 
Militia and Indians, to the Ohio ; where he ordered the immediate 
construction of fort Du Qf4esue^ and other posts, with the view of 
keeping the English within the Apalachian or Allegany Mountains. 
. The English, on their part, still professing to act on the defensive, 
built a fort, in the vicinity of Du Quesne, wliich they quaintly called 
Necessity, destined to have a garrison of Colonial Troops from Vir- 
ginia, conmanded by the afterwards celebrated Georgb Washing- 
ton, tlien holding the Commission of Lieutenant Colonel. During 
Colonel Washington's march towards fort Necessity, he met a re- 
connoitring party from fort Du Quesne, under Monsieur de Jumori' 
tji/le, who, in a haughty manner, having warned the English against 
proceeding farther, caused a general burst of indignation throughout 

* This title, to the great annoyance of the true Chevalier de la C&rne, was, bj 
some wags, similarly designated ; and the husband of the Intendant's Mistress, 
vrag familiarly called *< Le nouveau Chevalier de la Come,** 

f This year, two cargoes of Canadian Wheat were shipped from Qwebec to 
^Marseilles, and gave satisfaction in that extensive market. A seventy-four Gun 
^ip was also built for the Government ; but, owing to somfl mismanagement, 
she broke her back in launching, near Cape Diamond. 
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the Colonial Troops ; sorrte of whom, disregarding all controul, ira- r^^^n 
mediately took aim at Jtimonville, killing himself i|nd several of his -A* ^* 
party. Tliis accident was sufficient to lead the French Com- 
mandant, Momiair de Contrecceur, to offensive hostilities ; and he 
quickly invested Fort Necessity, and obliged Washington to capitulate. 
While this hew check was contributing to alarm and rouse the En- 
glish, uniting them as one man, against the French, the conduct of 
the Intcndant, and other Canadian Officers, was calculated to des- 
troy the resources of the Government, and to alienate the affections of 
the people, reducing the King, for the defence of Canada, to a de- 
pendence upon that love of glory, which still animated some 
Military Commanders, and to the influence of the Bishop and other 
Ecclesiastics, over a superstitious Community. 

The Intendant, by degrees, had combined in his interested views, 
the degenerated Company of Canada, whose establishment we have 
already mentioned. The details of his conduct, in connection with 
this Association, as afterwards proved before the Tribunals of France, 
are too t(;dious and disgusting; but we may be permitted to glance 
at them, fbr the information of our readers. This connection is pro- 
perly characterised as an extensive conspiracy to defraud the French 
Government, in the expenditure of public monies, for every depart- 
ment ; and it contributed much to hasten a state of war, as best cal- 
culaied to ^favour and conceal its nefarious purposes. The principal 
feature of the plan was, that the French Government and the Colo- 
nists should be obliged to purchase the principal part of the neces- 
sary supplies from the creatures of the Intendant, and from the Com- 
pany. For instance, the Intendant, while he purposely ordered 
from France inadequate supplies for the troops, directed the Compa- 
ny to import the deficiency, which he afterwards, on the plea of ne- 
cessity of state, ' purchased from that Association, at an enormous 
advance. On th^ other hand, under the same pretext of state neces- 
sity, he purchaseci^ or rather seized, at a low price, all the grain of 
the Colony, and afterwards resold it to the Colonists, more particu- 
larly to the Inhabitants of Quebec, Montreal and Three-Rivers, at a 
profit of four hundred per cent. By means of his underlings, he al- 
so contrived to embezzle great part of His Majesty's Merchandise, 
intended as presents to the Indians ; and, at his Stores, popularly de- 
signated Lbs Friponi^'es, or the Fraudulent, all persons purchased 
tohat was intended by the munificent Monarchy to be distributed 
to his Troops, and to his Indian Allies. 

To cloak and support this conspiracy, various intrigues were car- 
ried on at the profligate Court of France ; and Bigot himself, hav- 
ing first placed his creatures in the management of the Colonial De- 
partments, visited France in order to secure co-operation, by bribery 
and corruption, which circumstances enabled him to accomplish, in 
such an ingenious manner, that nothing but the necessary investiga^ 
tions which always follow an unsuccessful war^ could have caused 
his ruin. « 

I 
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r^^-n We have particularly alluded to this conspiracy, because the En- 
A.D. glish writers on the Conquest of Canada, have been more solicitous 
te ascribe it entirely to the force and valour of the Invaders, than to 
state any causes of internal weakness and disunion. 

After the reduction of Fort Necessity, the British Government pre- 
pared for open war with France, which the state of Europe, and the 
ambition of Frederick of Prussia soon rendered general. France 
despatched a strong Fleet, with Troops and warlike Stores, to Que- 
bec ; and England ^ent out a Fleet in pursuit, which only succeeded 
in capturing two Frigates, with the Engineers and Troops on bpard, 
on the banks of Newfoundland. 

Meantime, the only offensive operations, by land, which the exi- 
gencies of Europe would permit, on the part of England, were an 
expedition of British Regulars, and Colonial Mihtia, undfer General 
Braddockyin the year 1755; the object of which appears to have 
been confined to giving a decisive check to the encroachments of the 
Canadian Government on the Ohio. 
If 55. This year, the Marquis du Quesne having resigned, was succeeded, 
in July, by the Marquis de Vauc(reuil de Cavagnaly the last Govern- 
or of Canada, under the French dominion ; and the first ^eat event, 
during his Administration, was the defeat of General Braddock, on 
the 9th of July, in one of the defiles of the Apalachian, or Allegany 
Mountains, owing, in a great measure, ^o his disregard of all the 
precautions against surprise and consequent confusion, which are re- 
quisite in the woods, defiles, and morasses of North America. In 
this conflict, Braddock was mortally wounded ; and much credit is 
given to Colonel Washington, for bringing off the remains of the 
British army, which afterwards joined about six thoupand Provincial 
Troops, under the command of Governor Shirley and General John' 
son. The latter, with thq view of attacking Crown Point, joined Ge* 
neral Li/man, uevLT Lake George; where, strongly posted* he was, 
on the 8th of September, attacked by three thousand Men, Regu- 
lars, Marines and Militia, commanded by Baron Deiskau ; when, 
after a warm contest of four hours, the French were forced to re- 
treat to Crown Point, with the loss of a thousand men. Baron Deis- 
kau, severely wounded, was also taken prisoner on this occasion ; and 
the success obtained restored the spirit of the. Briti&h array, while 
the conduct of the Provincials, acquired the respect and confidence 
of the Regular Troops, with whom they had been brigaded. Much 
credit was also given to General Johnson ; whom His Britannic Ma- 
L • jesty rewarded with the dignity of Baronets and a present of five 

thousand pounds sterling. 

This success was however not followed up, owing chiefly to the 
inefficiency of a diversion in fav^iur of Johnson's enterprise against 
Crown Point, intended by Governor Shirley, who merely reinforced 
the Garrison of Oswego ; and he closed the campaign by retirii^g to 
Albany, in October, 1755. 
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tn tlie year 1756, while the Marquis de Vandreuil was ocoupied n^^ 
in negoliating with the Indians, and while Bigoty the Intendant, and A. D.. 
his creatures, were destroyin|f the internal resources of the Colony, 1756. 
by the nefarious practices already mentioned, a large body of Troops 
arrived from France, under the command of Major General the 
Marquis de Montcalm, whose bravery was destined to throw a lustre 
on the decline and fall of French dominion in America. His first 
success was against Fort Oswego ; the garrison of which was reduced 
to capitulate, in the month of August ; and the military propensities 
of the Colonists, were gratified by the triumphant display of English 
prisoners, regimental colours, and other warlike trophies, conveyed to 
Montreal. The following winter was not entirely passed in dissipa- 
tion ; for the active mind of Montcalm planned an expedition, which, 
though it failed in the primary object of destroying fort George, suc- 
ceeded in destroying the out-works, the adjoining store houses, and 
about thirty batteaus and sloops, prepared for the intended attack on 
Crown Point. 

The preparations of De Montcalm, for the Campaign of 1757, re- 17 c*-, 
quiring much labour, on the part of the Colonists, in the conveyance 
of Troops and Stores, were signalised by the most flagrant abuses, 
on the part of the Intendant and the Commissariat Department, 
with which latter he connived, in oppressing the Inhabitants, and in 
defrauding the Government, which was charged, by the Contractors, 
at the rate of ^\e Livres per quintal, for the conveyance of Stores 
from Montreal to Lake Champlain, while the Intendant contrived to 
have the labour done by the Colonists and Troops, bribing the Mili- 
tary Officers, to prevent an immediate exposure of his nefarious con- 
duct, and extending the system of paper currency in the Colony, in 
order to lessen those demands on the Treasury of France, whieh 
might otherwise have alarmed the Colonial Department, and excited 
an inquiry into the enormous expenditure of Canada. 

Amidst this waste and plunder of the resources of the nation and 
of the Colony, Montcalm was entirely occupied with the plans of 
warfare; and he signalised the campaign, by the capture of Fort 
George, which was followed by a lamentable inability or neglect, on 
his part, to protect the English prisoners, in their m^rch to Fort Ed- 
ward ; during which they were surprised, and nearly all murdered by 
his Indian Allies. This deplorable event, proving that the French 
were either unable or unwilling to restrain the barbarities of the Indi- 
ans, had a decisive influence on the future conduct of the war ; and 
thenceforth the determination of the English Colonists to destroy 
French dominion in America, was supported by the indignation 
of the British Ministry, at this massacre of two thousand of His Ma- 
jesty's regular Troops. The elder Pitt, afterwards Earl Chatham^ 
was now Prime Minister of England : and the energy which he infused ,. 
into His Majesty's home and Colonial Governments; was soon felt ia 
Europe and in America* 
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pj^ . The change of the English Ministry enforced attention' on the 
A. D. part of the Marine and Colonial Department of Franc«, to the reqnir 
1758» sitions of De Montcalm for troops and supplies ; but the great English 
Minister may be said to have fought the battles of America, in Eu- 
rope, by occupying the force of France. The effect, however, of this 
diversion of force was not quickly ascertained; and the promises of 
aid, with occasional shipments of ammunition and provisions from 
France during the year 1758, stimulated the native courage of De 
Montcalm ; whose splendid military reputation inspired confidence in 
the Colonists, and in their Indian Allies, notwithstanding the malversa- 
tions and notorious peculations of the Intendant. Meantime the Bishop 
and his Ecclesiastics, separating their cause from that of the profligate 
Court of France, perceived that the Conquest of Canada, by the Pro- 
testant 'Government of England, might diminish their power ; and 
they unceasingly employed their great influence to cloak the crimes 
of the Colonial Government, and to animate the inhabitants to defend 
the Country against the enemies of France and of the Romish Re- 
ligion. The defensive resources of Canada were therefore still greater 
in a religious or moral, than in a physical point of view ; religion, orra- 
ther fanaticism, was employed to excite resistance to the English, as 
appears from the Mandeinent or charge of the Bishop, dated 1 8th 
April, 1759. 
1759 ^^^ limits forbid a detail of the military operations of the eventful 
campaign of the year 1759 ; but we shall briefly allude to the plan 
of invasion, and that of the defence, hastening forward to the results. 
The British Government, having resolved that a measure, under- 
taken at the urgent entreaty of the Colonists of New England and 
New York, should be so conducted as to give them an opportunity of 
complete co-operation between the regular land and sea forces and 
the Provincial troops, directed the invasion of Canada to three prin- 
cipal points, under three Generals of talent and reputation ; and, in 
case of success, it was understood that the three divisions should meet 
at Montreal, to concert the means of preserving their Conquests. The 
forces directed against Quebec should be first mentioned, as their suc- 
cess decided the fate of Canada. They were commanded by the he- 
roic General Wolfe, who fell in the arms of victory on the heights 
of Abraham, before Quebec. The troops, amounting to about Eight 
Thousand men, were chiefly drawn from the army which, under the 
same commander, the preceding year, had taken Fort Louisbourg in 
Cape Breton, and subdued that Island ; they were conveyed to the 
vicinity of Quebec, by a fleet of vessels of war and transports, com- 
manded by Admiral Saunders ; and they landed, in two divisions, on 
the Island of Orleans, the 27th of June, and received orders to pre- 
pare for a vigorous campaign ; while their hopes of success were 
augmented by an intimation of the co-operation of the armie* 
directed against other points of Canada, intended to divide the 
forces and distract the attention of the French Commanders. Gene- 
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ral Wolfe, at the same time, published and distributed -a Manifesto, r^^^ 
which is remarkable as not promi8ing more favorable terms to the A. D. 
French Canadians, for quiet submission, than were afterwards accord- 
ed by the Capitulations of Quebec and Montreal, when they had par- 
ticipated in the most ferocious resistance to the invaders, joining the 
scalping parties of Indians, and mingling in every species of cruelty, 
till they were finally overpowered and disarmed. This conduct, how- 
ever, was chiefly owing to thc^ influence of the Clergy ; whose exhor- 
tations had infused religious fanaticism into the minds of the Colo- 
nists, who were led to believe that the means were justified by the 
proposed object, of securing their temporal and eternal salvation, by 
the extermination of the English heretics. So general indeed was 
this feeling, that the Conquest of Canada is not more to be ascribed 
to the talent of General Wolfe, than to the neglect of the French 
Court to provide for the defence of that Colony, in a manner suitable 
to its national importance, and in compliance with the requisitions of 
the brave General De Montcalm, who must have considered himself 
and Canada, as destined sacrifices to the vices and exigencies of 
his licentious Monarch, and profligate Court. 

Under the complicated evils of national neglect and Colonial abu- 
ses, De Montcalm's dispositions for defence were admirable ; and he 
alone is the prominent figure in this last and desperate struggle, on 
the part of France, for dominion in America. The Governor Gene- 
ral, the Marquis De Vaudreuily was too much implicated in the Colo- 
nial Jobs and abuses of Bigot, the Intendanty to deserve the praise 
of an impartial historian ; and, except as the signer of the Capitulation 
of Montreal, and the tool of Priests and military men, intriguing with 
tlie victors to obtain unreasonable conditions of surrender, his name 
and character will seldom be mentioned. 

In the month of May, a Council of War decided on defending Que- 
bec, in a manner which showed the lingering hopes of De Montcalm, 
that powerful succours would still arrive from France, enabling him 
to provide against attacks on other parts of the Colony. The forces 
and their commanders are described as follows : — 
The Quebec Brigade, commanded by Colonel De St. 

The Brigade of Three-Rivers, commanded by JVfcwi- 

-sieur De BorTtie, on the right, . » >,.»^.>...>>. — >>^> » .., 900 men. 

The centre^ to be composed of regular troops, com- 
manded by De Senezargues, « 2000 men. 

The Montreal Militia, on the lefl, commanded by Mr, 

The Brigade of the Island of Montreal, commanded 



Total, 9,800 men. 
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p-A-^ These were the disposable forces ; and the reserve was 

A. D. composed of Cavalry, chiefly regulars, 350 men. 

Light troops, chiefly Canadians and Acpdians, 1400 men* 

Indians, exclusive of those to be employed in scout- 

in^ anu ovM'p*ncr parties, »x»»i»«n>»w»»«»«»xw<»yy^y«i^ww«»w»w»»«>tw< » <^»»w«» 70v iiieu« 



2200 men. 
In all 2200 men, commanded by Mr, Boishehert* 

The artillery, stores and provisions, under the direction of Mr* 
Mercier, were, with the reserve, to be stationed at such points as 
circumstances might require ; but the disposable forces were to be 
ranged in the order of battle before mentioned, from the river ^U 
Charles to the Falls of Montmorenci, tvith the view of opposing the 
landing of the British forces : while the garrison Of Quebec, was to 
consist chiefly of the City Militia, under the comtiiand of the Chevalier 
De Ramsay. 

To this small force and a few vessels of*war^ including fire ships, 
the defence of Canada may be said to have been abandoned, by Louis 
the Fifteenth of France ; for the event proved, that a signal defeat of 
this force would ensure the ultimate Conquest of that extensive Coiin-^ 
try, and the extinction of French dominion in Nortb America. 

The bravery of those forces, and the skill of their Commalnders^ 
were first evinced by the failure of General Wolfe in his 
attack on the intrenchments at Montmorenci ; and it appears^ 
from the official despatches of that great warrior, that he had 
great doubts of succeeding in the primary object of reducing 
Quebec, during the year 1759. This object, indeed, was chiefly obtained 
by one of the chances of war, which are tempted by enterprising 
Co;nmanders, under a great responsibility to their Sovereign, and ne-* 
ver contemplated in the official plan of a Campaign. Meantime the 
fire of the ships of war upon the Fort had done little damage to the 
Citadel, though the Lower Town of Quebec had been nearly destroy- 
ed ; and the hopes of success were at last solely founded Upon the 
practicability of gaining a position on the heights of Abraham, behind 
the City ; where the utmost vigilance was exercised by De Montcalm^ 
to prevent an attack on what he considered the weakest point of the 
fortification. At this juncture, the genius and enterprise of General 
Wolfe were displayed ; and his proposal, having been approved by a 
Council of War, composed of the principal military arid naval com-« 
tnanders, was executed on the morning of the memorable 12/A Sep* 
iember, 1759, the movement being favoured by Such a combination 
of secrecy, silence and address, in the officers and troops, as has never 
been exceeded. The utmost vigilance of the French Commander 
having been unavailing to guard this important pass, he seems to have 
lost all forbearance ; and, finding that his antagonist had gained so 
much by hazarding all, he desperately resolved to follow his example, 
and meet him in battle array, on the plains of Abraham. This im- 
prudent conduct has never been satisfactorily accounted for ; and it 
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is to he classed among those anomalies in war, which exhibit the par- r**^^-^ 
ty interested to prolong the struggle, hurrying on the crisis desired by ^' ^» 
its opponent. This battle displayed as much coolness and courage, 
on the part of the English, as it did heat and precipitation, on the 
part of the French : the latter sallied forth from a strong fortress, 
without field artillery, and without even waiting the return of the 
large force, detached as a corps of observation, under De Bouoaifi" 
ville .- the former, who knew that retreat from their peculiar position 
would be as dangerous a& a temporary conflict, waited the onset of 
De Montcalm, using every precaution to cover their flanks and pre- 
serve their communication with the shore. This battle, indeed, was 
more remarkable for displays of courage, than for any scientific ma- 
nceuvres, and was chiefly decided by the use of the bayonet and broad- 
sword, by the British, the agile Highlanders serving, in a great mea- 
sure, to supply the want of cavalry ; while the steadiness of the Eng- 
lish fusileers rendered the want of artillery less felt than it 
was by the French, whose ranks once broken, could nevQr 
be reformed, on the field. General Wolfe, after the first disposition 
of the troops, appears to have bent his whole attention to encourage 
the steady adyance of his right division, exposing himself in the front 
of the lin^f in a manner more heroic than judicious, considering his 
chief command. Thus courting danger, he was repeatedly wounded, 
and at last mortally, at tlie decisive moment, when the French gave 
way and were pursued, with great slaughter, by the Highlanders, 
. $word in hand. His last words prove that he expected a more stout 
resistance op the part of the French. Faint with the loss of blood, 
and leaning on the shoulder of an ofiicer, he was roused by the cry, 
"Me-^ run } thet^ run /*'-— f* >voho runsf* exclaimed the dying warrior : 
" the Frenzy* said his attendant. " What ! do the canjoards run al* 
ready ? then I die happy" Thus died General Wolfk in the arms 
of victqry, at the very time when his Despatches to London arrived, 
and had prepared the Government, and the British nation for the fai- 
lure of his enterprise. The reaction produced in the public mind, by 
the acqount of his victory and death, exceeded all precedent ; and 
the manifestations of national gratitude to his memory have tended to 
enhance the importance of the Conquest of Canada in the page of 
history ; where it is always associated with the heroic character and 
warlike glory of. Wolfe. The fate of the French Commander in 
Chief gives additional interest to this decisive battle : he also was 
mortally wounded ; and both the conquerors and the conquered, 
joined in bewailing their death as national losses. 

The precipitation of De Montcalm prevented the junction of De 
Bougainviile*s corps, which only approached the field when the victo- 
ry had been obtained ; he retreated with the remains of the army of 
I^e Montcalm, leaving Quebec to its fate. The garrison dispirited by 
fhe death of De IVJontcalra and the retreat of the armj to the interior. 
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A. D surrendered, without a struggle, by Capitulation, dated 13th Sep- 
tember, 1759.* 

Quebec having Capitulated, the entire Conquest of Canada became 
comparatively easy to the co-operating armies ; and we chiefly find, 
in the foltovifing campa^n, some drawn battles and indecisive actions 
between the French and English.-j^ Tlie only military event of impor- 
tance as respects the Conquest of Canada, besides the surrender of 
Quebec, in the year 1759, was the reduction of Fort Niagara, by 
Sir William Johnson, and the fortification of Crown Point, and Ticon- 
deroga, by General Amher&t, Passing over a variety of accidents, im- 
peding the execution of the plan of the campaign of 1759, we shall 
merely state that the contemplated junction of the different divisions 
of the invading forces took place on the Island of Montreal 
in September 1760. This event, combined with the misconduct 
of the Intendant Bigot, produced the Capitulation pf Montreal, 
dated the 8th of September, 1760; and the complete subjection of 
Canada to Great Britain. 

The nefarious conduct of Bigot and his Dependants had previous- 

1760. ^y ^^i^^^t^^ ^^^^ affections of the Colonists ; but, when at length the 
Court of France, aware of the enormous waste and peculation which 
had been practised, refused payment of his Bills of Exchange, and 
thus deprived him of the usual means of redeeming the paper curren- 
cy of the Colony, universal distrust and alarm took place. 

The Card Money, or Paper Currency of Canada, was founded 
upon the reponsibility of the King of France, for the general expen- 
ses of the Civil and Military establishments of the Colony ; and it 
had been so faithfully redeemed, at the stipulated periods, during 
thirty years, that it enjoyed unlimited credit. The portion annually 
tendered for Bills of Exchange, was but a small part of the circulation, 
being only what was required to purchase merchandise in France, for 
the Company and for the private Traders. This credit enabled the 
Intendant, for a long time, to conceal his waste and peculations ; but 

* Note. The Population of Quebec, in the year 1759, was 6700 souls. 

The whole of the Militia amounted to about Twenty Thousand men, from the 
age of 16 to 60 years. 

f The principal action in the vicinity of Quebec after its surrender, was 
that of the 28th April, 1760 ; when GenereU Murray, who had been left with a gar* 
rison of five thousand men, rashly decided on quitting his fortifications, and risking 
a battle with the Chevalier De Levi, who, by unprecedented exertions, had collected 
an army of regulars and militia, amounting to twelve thousand men. The numbers 
of the British engaged in this affair were three thousand : they fought bravely, dur- 
ing about two hours ; but, overpowered by numbers, they were at length forced 
to retire to Quebec, with a loss of a thousand men and that of all their field artillery. 
Following up his success, De Levi immediately besieged Quebec ; but his batterieg 
Itad made but little impression before the arrival of a small squadron, under Com- 
modore Swanion,' with a reinforcement of troops from England, was announced^ 
causing the precipitate retreat of the Fxench towards Montreal. 
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waen they h;)u exte]naeu beyopd all precedent in the abuses incident ^r*'^^ 
to afisoWe Governments, die Court of t^ranc^e^ with qharacteHstic le^ A. D. 
vity, suaaeiily dishonoured tW Bitls of Exphange, which, ^i^ot had 
drawii 0)1 the .Tr^asi^ry, an^ounting to typlve miUioi^s of Livres, or 
JfTi Kunarfid thpusftnJ Pounds sterling, ,Thiis, while ^hc Britii^ were 
sacc^sFully attackii^ the territory, \h^ .King of .France, by onft 
dIow, destroyecL iU fiiiancial resource's, and facilitated the ruin of his 
Empire m AmerScsu* 

No pojtony iuttl ever such rationa) causes for satisfacUoii^ a^ th* 

change of' dominion^ tnan Canai\a ; and previous^ history afljbnls no 

example Jof sucfi forbearance and ^nerosity, on the part of the con- 

MqueiiQrs, towairds the conquered* ^ur limits Ibrbid our detailing the 

sacrinces m^iie by me fintt^ Conunf^nders^and Troops; to repair t^ 

josses, iihil refieve toe necessities of the Colonists; but we can Bafep 

i^^urt bur resuAers that this conduct formed a new ^ra in civilised 

waiiiW> and tliat an^a^ world admitted t^e claim of Great 

fintain' to the glory of 0iiiiquering a people, lejss from views of am^ 

Ditidn aiia the security of hef other Colonies, than from the hope of 

li^prbinhg'diar aaWtibii) and endowing them with the privileges of 

. The bajpiturallon mn^ by General Amherst, beifig particulafly 
referred tb in the body of this work, inay be here slightly atl,uded to; 
ias acGording OVcry 'security \o life and property, religious and civil Ij. 
I), which coiild reasonably be requested, and by remarking tha^ its 
'execiitibn, on tits paft, wtts so fajthful and energetic, that the'i^ubse* 
tiueiit negotiations witn 'Prance, for the final cession of Canada, by 
'] le Treaty of P^r^r a^^>;ds n9t a single ii^sstance of , complaints ad* 
or^seicl by the French Canadjans to the |Cing of France, except 
d^aidst me ikiisconduct and bad faith of bis Financid Officers in the 
Colony. , i „ 

Aiter the Coikj[iicst anlj Cession, the firsi iirtiportant , measure, qH 
ttie^iftrt oi* t|ii^ new ^overe^, was the Proclamation, dated the 7th 1763. 
pt Octbtef/l7G3; which clearly. states the benevolent and (^ofitic^l 
inteiitioii's of the Conqueror, with respect to his pew ar^d old Sub- 
jects, Which ttitentions wetre unfortunately ip^r^cd, with, by the sUb* 
si^ueiit measures adopted by the British Ministry to coerce the old 
Colbhies, now the United iSjtates of North America. 

The popiitation oi^ Canada, at the Conquest, wtls about sixty*f!ve 

alue : this 
U«llU|rilividM(a/Hd%«t^, wtU chiefly beheficial tb S|>^calators; who^liul-ehaMMl th4 

CMt. 'It wa« a slight consolation tp the Fi-^nch Canf4^^ io lovtfi thAt Migott void 

lita 
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P^A-n thousand souls, chiefly employed in agriculture, inhabitiBg a narrotr 
A.D. strip of territory, o» the banks of the St. Lawrei^ce, ancfits tributa- 
• ' -'• ry streams. An increase of population, and an extension of Settl'e- 
mehts, were thus rendered expedient, by views of national interest, 
and by the facilities afforded by a state of peace," to reward' the la- 
bours ^f the conquering army, by grants of the Waste Lands of lite 
iittmetise acquisitfons of terrftory, which its bravery had procured to 
the British Empire. 

The Proclamation contained a general invitation' iti BrfHbh Settlers 
to i^sprt to Canada, promising the enjoyment of the I^aws of En- 
gland;' wkh the future benefit of a Hdusfe of Assembly, or Represen- 
tatite Government. The Proclamation farther contained a promise 
of Grants of Land to the Officers and PVivites of thp disbanded Re- 
gimehts which had served during the war; all those encouragements, 
not less benevolent than wifee, produced, in a {e^ years, a great re- 
sort of 'Bt'itish Settlers, both commercidr and agticiiltural. *' With 
those Settlers, were Introduced the ideas of British pririleges, pro- 
moted by the establishment of a Press at* Quebec; where, for the 
first time in Canada, a Newspaper, called the Qitebec Gazette, 
was published in the year 1764. ..... 

Yl^L^ This same year, Courts of Criminal and Civil Jurisdiction were es- 
tabliirtied by the Provisional Government, instructed to admitlister 
justice in the Colony, agreeably to the laws and practice of the En- 
glish Courts. This regulation* was promulgated by Governor Murray, 
m the form of an Ordinance of the Governor in Council, dated the 
i7th of September: it contained an equitable proviso, that the French 
laws and customs should be allowed and admitted in all causes, in 
the Courts of Civil Jurisdiction, between the natives of Canada, in 
the controversies originatihg before the 1st of October, l?^^. 

Thus were the Laws of England ititroduced in perfect accordance 
with the spirit of the Capitulation, and with the promise contained 
in the Proclamation already referred to, and agreeably also to the 
[Published instructions of the British Government to General ' Mur- 
ray, who had been appointed Governor by Commission, dated the 
21 St of November, 1763. 

In the month of November, 1764, the Governor and Council, in- 
fluenced by the remonstrances of the Leaders of the new Sobjects, 
passed an Ordinance, enacting that, in actions relative to the tenure 
of lailds and rights of inheritance, the French laws and usages of 
Canada, should be observed as the rule of decision ; an^ a Covrt.of 
Equity was also established l^ another Ordinance, in which the C|o- 
ernor was to precide as Chancellor, with two Masters, two 3*a»un- 
ers^ and one Kegister, which Court continue^ to exist till the graat) 
change in the year 1774, when it merged into the Courts erected in 
virtue of the Act 14, Geo. III., Cap. 83. 

It was not to be supposed that the introduction of the English 
Laws' should have given satisfaction to the Leaders of the new Sub. 
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jects, however beneficial it might eventually, be to the mass of tixe 
population.; this measure was a matter of state policy, calculated to A. D. 
attract Emigrants from Great Britain, and from the adjoiuing British . 
Colonies in North America, tvilh the viojo of Angllfyin^tke CoufUri/t. 
and making U British in Jaci^ as xuell as in name. As a temporary , 
expedient, the Ordinances and Acts of the Government coQtinMP^l to • 
be published in Frcncl}, as well as in English ; but it appears to have 
been fully iqiended to preparp the rising generation of French Cana- ^ 
diaos, by ^n English education, to understand the laws and cnm- 
niands q( thp Sovereign, in bis native language, apd thus, agreeably 
to thci.most approved policy of all conquerors, ancient and modern, 
to amalgamate the FreiH:h wi^h the English Subjects. Tlus course, 
however, was followed in a cpnciliatory manner : the Crown t<awyers 
were employed to devise a plan of a Code of Laws for Canada, suit- 
edi to its .present circumstances, and with a view to its ultimate des- 
tiny, as an extensive BHtish Colony ; and, among the elaborate re- 
ports on this important proposal, that of Sir James Marriott, is par- 
ticularly worthy of being refc?rred to. To assist the Officers of the 
Crown in conciliating the English I^a\ys with those which had previ- ^ 
ously prevailed, ^ compilation of the lavvs existing before the Con- 
quest, was franked so skilful jy by Monsieur Cugnet, as to present the 
appearance of a connected Code ; and it is worthy of remark that 
this compilation was eventually employed to mislead the British Par-' 
liaraent in tJie year 1774?, and to give that body an idea that Canada 
€DJo|yeci a Constitution and a connected frame of municipal laws be;.' 
fore the Conquest^ . , 

The plan of <S/r i/ames Marriott if accidental causes had not unfortu- 
nately jaterycined, would certainly have gone into effect ; and. With the 
exc^ptipA of the application of a part of the French Laws to the tenure 
and inlferitanc^ of Lands granted by the King of France, English Civil, 
Conimerc^l and Criminal Law, administered according to English 
practice, would have been definitively established in Canada, lliis 
course, ha^eyer, was regairded with great jealousy by the Leaders oP^ 
the French Canadians, who foresaw that it would diminish their pre- 
teosions ; an^ tlvey took every opportunity of insinuating to Governor 
Murra^f SiJ^()^}o his successor G6verr\or, Carleion, afterwards Lord Dot" 
chu/ier, ,that tl\e contemplated changes, however beneficial in a Com-' 
mfercial point of yiew, would prevent the attachment of the old Sub- 
jects to His MpjgSJy's Qoy^rnmenjt, and gradually revive theii parti- 
alities to t-hat 0^ France. Tbus, unfortunately, they produced hesitation 
and d^ay u^ His Majesty's Ministry, and prepared the mind of Governor 
Carieion', toproposf, at a future crisis, the restoration of those Fl-encjl 
Laws, which have for more than half a century discouraged the Sefcr' 
tlement of Subjects of British descent in Canada. The crisis was how 1765 
approaching when this measure could be represented as a necessity of» 
state. The wifortunate attempt, to raise a revenue for general purl 
poses,' by imposing ihe Stamp Tax on the old Colonics, was made in 
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the yc?ar 1 765, without il,ue attention, to^ t^ temper and is^ength of those 
A7D.' extetisive Settlements ; the inbatiitaats olT; which tWee miHTons iq Wm- 
ber possessed the most ex allied ideas of Bri 1 1 sfi privileges, and dl^ff trioie 
physical and moral habits which disdained sujbjecf ion' tp'alj. Taws mKcH 
they had no share in framing, or wl;f'ich they ha'd tiot spoiiUnl^tisly a(),on- 
ted, ti-om a sejotge.'of their utility;. Tl.iRy had'submuted^^tp tfc 
Br'itisb PaHiament, soi far as reg^rdeii the regulation of trade, aba 'tfiiB 



monoDoiw^eijasVing 'under the haVigatioii laws : ttiey I^ewj^e/ailvany 
jrived to them froija the Markets o^ Great Bri tam," ii^ wcr^ 
willing to preserve; "them Jiy'sqbrai t'ting to various reitr}c|lpn3»' saric-i 
tioncu by time. But the pretension of the British Parliament to raise 




according to the principles of the British 'Constitdtioj^, there coulct'Se 
no taxation without representation. 

"*l*liough, on' the principle of* expediency, the obi3iOjppUB-Sjr$l»p;'Rut. 
wat, repealed- this repeal Was followed by /an Aclr aecfaH^g ¥Ke fens-' 
laftive power of the British PAcIiament; to bind ike Coiovte^ in aU cci^^Si: 
xukaisaever J andj in the meantiipe, exportation clutie$ we^e iiiriiseji ii^! 
GTreat. britain upon articles shipped t:o' the Colohiesi Wlpchithfe latter, 
construed als riierely a practicaj mpdi6catibp "withoiui an a&in-' 
dpnment.of tW obnoxious prm,cjpie, 'Those measurej^ orttiC!rSjcitis&-. 
Farliameiit are. however, less' censiiraWe in tlicalfestt^ci;^ t&ap^f hey ari^'.' 
oh" the principal of expediency : all laws, ^nd tn ore particularly tjtos^^^ 
of revenue, arc. to be framed with due re^rq. to thip pdwjef'.or^exejcujtiijg; 
them ; and, in the present case", formid^bl^e ' ^si^cles exiateid* ^5; 
old Cplopif^s^ connected togetjrer.hy 8imjlarity\of-origin, '&4^f;ffi^^ 
p)iysicai bond of a long line of coast,' fadHjta,tiBg commerfial ii5jte^^^ 
cpuirse ; having also ascertained their militai*y; ldn^47avaVstif^ngt1b> >». 
co-operating ip the Conquest of Canada; possessing Iikfewjise loCT'.Ler 
gislaturies, pretending tp.. pow.ers analq^ousj to . thosi^, of. w^ "^^^^ 
^^rlfament, were riojt 'li|cely' to submit to any nw exeif'cjse of j^ 
ininancy, which accordingly prod[uced deterrhinear^ista^cJi* 'first u\ 
THE Ne^ Enpland Colo^i^s, and afterwards m the others, fM 
sympathised, and made comn^pn cause with tpem. This r^islance, 
pjpceed.^d by degrees, calcuiat^d to actinpnlsli a prudent kdminfs^^^ 
tion : riots and nocturnal depredations, remonstrances, by ^tbe 
Legislatures; Association^ to prevent the importation and coosump 
tjpn of British 
oji>en de^i^nce^ 

/iTie British ^., . ... _, ^.^ ^ .,,, .., ---.-,,- ,.-.,.-. r.h ^ ■ 
^ral love of power, tlian ' hy t|ie' iargulni^htk pNfife Jltinistr^i firocee^T 
ed to cberpi v^ measur<(?s. The destruction. ,' of tfye^ ci^fgoes^ in^ iet^y 
sl^ipped .by the East India Qoinpany, which na^Baidl^^ 
pjrbduced the Act s^'utiirig ' t^ Port of Bos^^ a v^e^ oi 

measures ^erq devised to cuVide ai^d weaken the d^lpriies, pre vioully 
to any. display of military coercron,* on tlie part of ^'tKe' ImbCTia! Qo^ 
Ternment. 







% '>efficac3; of thos? prdi^iinarjf measures, wep^^ca % >J[iR|6- r^ 

ti(Jn of force on. th^ side of yanpda» ^gajnsf tl)^. olc^ Colpmes^ thej^ 

~Hy<^?^?^^^^ ^^^^^^?^ a? t« tAe mpan|.^ 

co-oper^tion bjf tnc^ Leaaera of tbe Fr^Bj^jli yanpdta^s; wl\eu Ji«; 

aqco^aiace of tl^e orjcj»nal,%mands^ qapitula^ipn of Montreal, 

at t^e. Conquest^ Thills qri^ina^d tj\e ceklujitedl, C^^^B,f<? . ApT, W, 
tfe<?'l J[f/; Cf^ij. is. (J^cribed |}n lijlje %cly of thi^^ ^^A, which was 
ca!cu!ate3»t0'f%store' Canada to a situation entirplv <i^erqnt fcQip 
that o€ tbe .other British Colonies, distinffujshins iLiv French Iaw3. '] 



d< 
forwai 

ratuated^ ioter^rence oyl^apce^ en.9e(|, intb^ 'p4pP^;"Pf WS T .^• 
qI4 CoionieSft n9 ad6<m^te benefit resulted from the sacrifices of the 
i?^S9<; MwH^Cojfinisat^ftij^ ijja^^et,(^tbft^^4^s (^ tljfl ?r^ndj 
C,%?fl»f>?n. ^5? V<l»Pfr^ ^^ iflY^drf, aniQywnw hy the «»bel8,% . 
ftli^mOTip |^IA»i0liftel|&' wheaQMcbec wai.besieged by A«nold>flnd 
N(MUgoiii^j, it,wM &f«nded chiefly by the regular troops and; Bri * 
tjgH Iiikebuaiits^ ISie attack upon the rebellious CpWnies^on the 
sjde of Canada, wa3';U^uccessfu] ; and Great Britain, at the close of 
the w^, remained merely in military possession of Canada, which 
Slbe hadi rendered as much French, as it was at the period of the 
Conquest, by, h^r impolitic restoration of French Laws, before men- 
tioned. ' 1}at the; impoticy of the Quebec Act, began to be more par- 
ticularly felt,^ when accidental causes forced the introduction, at once, 
it a.Iar^e b^dy.of Settlers of British descent. 

During the con t^t with the old Colonies, many thousands of res- 
pectable Individvafs .preserved their Allegiance to the British Crown, 
advancing,' co-o^^rating, and retreating with the British Troops ; and 
under the name of Loyalists, they were chiefly located in the year 1784, 
ii;i .N^va Scotia, New- Brunswick, and the Province of Quebec, to the 
l|pper part of .. whi<4i latter Province, these Settlers chiefly proceeded. 

* It has beni ai^f*rted bjr tbe writer of tbe life of General Washington, tbat the 
principal cauM of tbe failure of the invasion of Canada, in the year 1775, was th«* 
W«nt of money, rendering the revolutionary Generals unable to pay for the sub- 
«iitenc3 of the Arniyt in specie. We find, also, by the Despatches of General Jfur^ 
goyar, that Governor Carleton*s expectation of obtaining the co-<^ration of a res- 
pvctable force of Canadian Qlihtia, in the invasion of tbe old Colonies, wa^ entire- 
ly disappointed, and that only a few Companies of Volunteers, and some hundreds 
of {Vidians could be induced to join in the unfortunate expedition of tlje year 1777, 
^H^ ended in the humiliating convention of Sdiratoga. 
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p*A-^ This led to a new era in Canadian affairs ; for the Quebec Act not 
A. D. having established a representative Governtnent, agreeably to the 
promise of the Proclamation of 1763, the new Cojonists used every 
means to obtain this boon : hence originated the celebrated Petition 
of IjSif ; in which many French Canadians joined, soliciting the en- 
tire re.pe|^ of tne Quiebec Act, and the establishment of a represen- 
tative Constitution, with such a mixture of French and English Laws, 
and such a distribution of elective suffrage between the old and the 
new Subjects, as in the wisdofu of the .British ^l^arliam^nt, plight be 
deemed expedient 

Owing to a variety of causes, this |^etition was neglpctc|j till the 
year 17&0; when, unfortunately, the British JVIinisitry divided the 
Province of Quebec into two Provinces, under f^he names of Upper 
and Lower Canada, giving to each divisiop, a LeKislaiure> apnsiating 
of a Hpus^ of Assembly, representing the people, and a Legislative 
Council, intended to exhibit the aristocratic branch of the British 
Constitutiqn. ... 

This arrangemcut, being the subject of criticism in the body of this 
wcrkjjequires no remark m thi^ introductory Chapter.* 

» < ' » ' 

"* 'ThH Introduction, like the body .of the Work, written on the spur of tlie oc- 
casion, mny be extended, in cese that encouragement to publish a second edition, be 
obtaiiied. In' auvh!a caae, the iccount of Drnada will pT0pot)y confjpreb^d a view 
of .iui! AgricuUtiire and- Comm^retf, wit^ 9 tarjetyiof detoilf^ wibich the writer, how* 

cv^r aoiious to en^r into at present, is |>r£vent«d by*i)is private avocfttiooa from 
giving to the public. ■ . ! 
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CHAP. I 
A. D. 1759-1791. 

^dgn of the TVork.^Cruis of Political 4ffairs in Lower CanOdcu—Pretenaiont 
of the House of Assembly more alarming when its composition is considered. 
—Those pretensions partly owing to the defects in the Constitutional Acts 
of the Imperial Parliament,— InveiHgation proposed theoretical and prac- 
tical—The pretensions not founded on the Articles ^f Capitulation, nor on 
t?ie Treaty of Cession,— Situation of the French Canadians under the Ces- 
sion.— Review of Documents.— Reference to the Constitutional Acts of 1T74 
and 1791, as the foundation of the power and pretensions of the French Cana- 
dians. — Review of the Act 14 Geo, 111. cap. S8,— Consequences of its establish' 
ment of the old French Law, and other injudicious enactments, the non-eX' 
ecution of section 9th producing a division of the Province of Quebec. — This 
Act, intended chiefly to coerce the old Colonies, had a contrary effect. — Re- 
view of the Act SI, Geo. IIL cap. Zl, commonly called the Constitutional 
Ad,— Important omissions in this Act.— It contains no provision for re- 
presenting new Settlements. — It violates the pledge of giving English laws 
to British Emigrants^ under the Proclamation of the year n6S.—Stricture* 
on the division of the Province into Counties, by Lieutenant Governor 
Clarke.— Erroneous principle of representation adopted, so far as regards a 
vast Country requiring extensive Settlements.— Omission to enact a qualiJU 
cation of property for a seat in the House of Assembly, — Approved course of 
policy for amalgamating the new with the old subjects neglected by the Con- 
queror of Canada.— The legitimate objects of Colonisation counteracted by 
the defects and errors' of the Constitutional Act.— Anticipating review of the 
progress of the ambition of the Leaders of the French Canadians under the 
new Constitution.— Consequences of longer neglecting to check this ambition 
by an interference on the part of the Imperial Parliament, 
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W £ propose to investigate the various causes which have combined 
to produce the present extraordinary crisis of Political Affairs in Low- 
er Canada. The French Canadian Leaders in the Provincial House of 
Assembly, professing to act constitutionally, have brought themselves 
and their adherents into direct collision, on matters of finance, with 
his Majesty's Executive, acting under instructions, advisedly given by 
his Majesty's Imperial Govenjinent. 

The Imperial Parliament i« the legitimate interpreter of the Con- 
stitutional Acts, v^hich established a civil government in this Province, 
— ^but until this interpretation be definitively announced, individuals are 
lefl, uncontrouled by this high authority, to speculate upon the theory 
and dravr their own conclusions from the practice of the Constitution. 

If we have formed a correct idea of the scope of the pretensions of 
the House of Assembly, they extend to a virtual monopoly of the 
powers of the civil government, by such a complete controul in legis- 
lation and finance, as would render his Majesty's Representative and 
the Legislative Council subservient to the interests, prejudices, and 
passions of the French Canadian majority. These pretensions, hereaf- 
ter to be historically reviewed, are the more alarming to Britons, when 
considered as emanating from Members enabled to form the political 
opinions of their uneducated Electors, professing the Romish religion, 
and farther distinguished from the rest of his Majesty's subjects, by 
an indiscriminating attachment to the laws, language, manners and ha- 
bits of their French ancestors. - Believing, as we sincerely do, that 
those pretensions have, in a great degree, arisen from the encourage- 
ment afforded to the exclusive ambition of the French Canadian Lead- 
ers, by the Constitutional Acts 14< Geo. HI. cap. 83, and 31 Geo. III. 
cap. 31, we shall first review their theoretical defects, and next, on 
the principle of judging of a tree by its fruit, we shall examine their 
practical effects, from the period of their going into joint operation in 
the year 1792, till^ the late prorogation of the Provincial Legislature 
in the end of the year 1827. 

We shall, however, previously remark, that several pretensions of 
the French Canadians are erroneously founded upon the Articles of 
the Capitulation and Cession of the Country. It will appear by the 
following account of those Documents, that General Amherst, in the 
first instance, tendered, and the King of France confirmed the con- 
quered inhabitants of Canada to his Britannic Majesty, as deserving 
objects of his benevolence, devoid of any pretensions which could in- 
terfere with the approved policy of assimilating them to that accession 
of population from the United Kingdom, which it was the interest and 
intention of Great Britain to encourage, as expressed in his Majestjr's 
Proclamation, dated th^ 7th October, 1763. The new Subjects, in 
fact, might, by good management, have been speedily rendered am- 
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bitiouB of Anglification, if the sicnfice of their predilections and preju* 
dices had been made the unavoidable condition of their b^ing admit>i 
ted to a participation in the extensive privileges, which are the birth- 
right of Britons. 

In referring to those Capitulations, it is our duty, at the outset, to 
declare them to b^ onlj temporary ahtihgements, and that they 
should merely be consulted as containing the desires of the conqueh- 
ed, and the momentary decisions of the military men, who command- 
ed the victorious armies that achieved the conquest. These temporary 
compromises are tvell understood to be submitted to the definitive regu- 
lations of the contending Sovereigns ; so that the first and only legiti^ 
mate Act of Diplomacy on which the conquered Colony can support its 
rightis, is such Articles of the Treaty of Cession, as may be found insert- 
ed inth^ general and definitive treaty of peace between Great Britain and 
France afler the conquest of Canada. The obligations of his Britannic 
Majesty which have reference to our subject, are briefly expressed in 
a paragraph of the fourth article of the definitive treaty, concluded at 
Paris, on the 1 0th February, 1763, as follows: — ^' His Britannic 
Majesty^ on his side, agrees to grant the liberty of the Catholic religioh 
to the inhabitants of Canada : he V)ill consequently give the most effec- 
tual orders that his new Roman Catholic subjects may profess the 'wor- 
ship of their religion^ according to the rites of the Romish Church, as 
far as thelatos ^ Great Britain permit'* 

But, as the injudicious Act 14< Geo. III. cap. 83, was less founded 
on this discreet stipulation, than upon a general indulgence of the de- 
sires of the conquered, expressed in the articles of capitulation de- 
tnsinded, we shall' briefly review those of theni which relate to civil 
and religious rights, tnith the answers of the commanders of the victor 
riousforcesJ* 

As the Capitulation of Quebec contains nothing on this subject 
which is not repeated in that of Montreal, concluded between Ma'> 
jor General Amherst and the Marquis de Vaudreuil, on the 8th 
September, 1760, we shall attend to the contents of this document 
only, referring oiir enquiring readers to the Capitulation of Quebec. 

We cannot, however, avoid remarking that, on a general review of 
the military, civil, and religious demands of the Marquis, we 
can only account for them from the overweening vanity, which 
has always characterised Frenchmen and their descendants, in war 
and in peace. Would Buonaparte, whose name is still the rallying 
cry of the majority of Frenchmen, have given the mild answer to con- 
quered Britons, which General Amherst gave to the following extra- 
ordinary demand, contained in the 41st article ? 

" The French^ Canadians and Acadians, of vnhat state or condition 
soever, who shall remain in the Colony, shall not be forced to take arms 
against his Most Christian Majesty^ or his Allies, directly or indirectly, 
on any occasion whatever / the British Government shall only require 
of them an exact neutrality" To this demand, the British General 
mildly answers : — " They become Subjects of the King." 
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After remarkfng that, on the principle of '^ Chariiif begins at home" 
the French officers, civil and military, fill the greater part of the do- 
cument with demands for their own dignity, interest, and safe con- 
veyance, we turn to what more particularly regards the religious and 
civil departments. 

Article 27th demands the free exercise of the Romish religion, and 
that the British Government shall oblige the people '^ to fay the 
Priests their tythesj and all they toere used to pay under the French 
Government of his Most Christian Majesty J* The answer to this ar- 
ticle is " Granted, as to theirjree exercise of their religion; the obli- 
gation OF THEIR PAYING THE TYTHES TO THE PfilESTSy WILL DE- 
PEND ON HIS Majesty's pleasure." 

Articles 28th and 29th demand, that the Chapter, Priests, and Cu- 
rates, and Missionaries shall continue, with an entire liberty, their ex- 
ercise and functions of Cur6s in the parishes of the towns and coun- 
tries ; that the Grand Vicars shall have the same liberty, exercising 
all the jurisdiction they exercised under the French dominion, with 
the right of administering the Episcopal Diocese during any vacancy. 
The answer to these articles is, granted, except what regards 

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE. 

Article 30th. " 7/, by the Treaty of Peace, Canada should remain 
in the power of his Britannic Majesty, his Most Christian Majesty 
shall continue to name the Bishop of the Colony, tvho shall always 
be of the Roman communion, and under 'whose authority the people shall 
exercise the Roman religion*^ The answer to this article is '^ Re* 

FUSED. * 

Article 31st. " The Bishop shall, in case of need, establish netoPa" 
rishes, and provide Jbr the rebuilding of his Cathedral and his Episco' 
pal Palace ; and in the mean^time, he shall have liberty to dwell in the 
towns or parishes as he shall judge proper. He shall be at liberty to 
visit his Diocese with the ordinary ceremonies, and exercise all the ju- 
risdiction which his predecessor exercised under the F?ench dominion, 
save that an oath gfjidelity or promise to do nothing contrary to his 
Britannic Majesty s service, may be required of him*' The answer to 
this article is " comprised under the foregoing." This answer 
means that the nomination of a Bishop, by the King of France, being 
refused, the jurisdiction of such a Bishop and the exercise of his func- 
tions must also be refused. 

Article 32d demands that the communities of the Nuns shall be 
preserved in their constitutions and privileges; which was granted. 

Article 33d makes the same Remand for the communities of Jesuits 
and Recollets, and of the house of die Priests of St. Sulpice at Mon- 
treal ; and that these last shall preserve their right to nominate to 
certain curacies and missions as heretofore. The answer to this is, 
« Refused, till the King's pleasure be known." 

Article 34th. '^ All the Communities and all the Priests shall preserve 
their moveables, the property and revenues of the Seigniories and other 
estates which they possess in the Colony, of what nature soever they be ; 
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and the same estates shall he pre<^erved in their privileges^ rights, honors 
and exemptions" The answer to this article is, " Granted." This 
article has never been confimied by his Majesty nor by the British 
Parliament, as will appear by the exception in the 8th section, of the 
Act 14* Geo. III. cap. 83, which stands unrepealed. Besides reasons 
of state, rendering it inexpedient, this want of confirmation is natu- 
rally ascribed to the banishment of the order of Jesuits from all the 
uficeded dominions of France, on the 6th August, 1762; tohereas^ 
Canada toas only ceded to Great Britain as already mentioned by the 
Definitive Treaty ofPeacCy signed at Parisy lOth February y 1763. 

Article 41st, demanding neutrality for the Canadians and Aca- 
dians, has been previously recited, and the answer given, namely, 
** Thby become Subjects of the King." 

Article 42d- " The French and Canadians shall continue to he gov- 
erned according to the Custom of Parisy and the laws and usages «- 
tahiished for this country ; and they shall not be subject to any other 
imposts ihan those tnhich were established under the French dominion^ 
The answer to this Article is " answered by the preceding Articles, 
and particularly by the last ;** that is to say, they become subjects 
of the King, and consequently, in the mean-time> to British laws. 
The demand, so far as regards French Laws, contained in this Article, 
embodied with others, was injudiciously granted by the British Act 
14 Geo, III. cap. 83, section 8, after British laxos with their potver/ul 
oHractions to British settlers had prevailed in the Province fourteen 
TEARS, This may be well called generosity to foreigners and injustice 
to Britons ; and some persons have sarcastically remarked that, after 
sanctioning this Act of Parliament, his late Majesty ought to have 
given further notice, that his Royal Proclamation of the 7th October, 
1763, encouraging Britons to settle in the Province of Quebec, by 
the promise of the enjoyment there of the benefit of the laws of En- 
gland, civil as well as criminal, could not be performed ; but that, from 
a sense of justice, and to atone for this violation of his royal word, he 
would facilitate the return of disappointed and dissatisfied settlers to 
their native country, and compensate their losses. This sarcasm on 
the part of certain American Colonists, however disrespectful to the 
memory of a benevolent King, naturally comes into the remembrance 
of every writer who reflects upon the multiplied injuries inflicted by 
the Britii^ Act 14 Geo. III. cap. 83, upon all settlers of British ori- 
gin thus subjected to the Custom of Paris, and rendered Aa// French- 
men, by the necessity of studying Frencli laws, in the French lan- 
guage. 

We have now extracted and reviewed the articles of the Capitula- 
tion of Montreal connected with our subject ; and we find that, though 
the heroic conqueror of Quebec was dead, General Amherst wou/d 
not give up by the pen tvhat was gloriously won by the sword : this in- 
glorious course was left for Lord North's administration. 

The injudicious liberality of the British Government, first to the 
Clergy and higher classes in the year 1 774, and next to the mass of the 
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population in 1791, has plaCed the power of the French Canadi&nson 
such a foundation, as encourages and enables ambitious leaders openly 
or seci-etly to oppose the views of both thte Imperial and Provincial Ad- 
ministrations, for promoting the permanent security and welfare of this 
Province, as a British Colony, subservient to the interests of the Em- 
pire at large. 

The deliberate conviction of our minds is, that if the intention of his 
Majesty's Ministers in the year 1791, had preposterously been to 
render as speedily as possible Lower Canada a hot-bed and nursery 
of democratical principles ; or, in other words, if the question had 
been proposed, in what manner the neighbourhood of that Province to 
the United States could be best improved as the means of ripening its 
inhabitants for independence, and alienating them from the British 
nation, the answer must have embraced the principal enactments of 
the present Constitution, strengthened as it is by the richly endowed 
religion and peculiar code of French Laws» established by the Act of 
1 774. This will more readily appear from a brief review of the con- 
tents of those Statutes. 

1. The Act 14 Geo. III. cap. 83, in its long and delusive pream- 
ble, declares to the following effect : that the English civil laws which 
had prevailed in the Province of Quebec for ten years> administered 
and regulated under commissions to Governors, had beeti found inap- 
plicable to the state and circumstances of the said Province, the in- 
habitants whereof amounted at the conquest to about sixty-five thou- 
sand persons professing the religion of the Church of Rome, and en- 
joying an established Jbrm of constitution and system of latos^ by tohick 
their persons and property had been protected^ governed and ordered^ 
for a long series of years, from the first establishment of Canada ;* — 
it therefore enacts that the said English laws and practice of Courts 
shall be annulled from and after the 1st May, 1775. — The profession 
of the religion of the Church of Rome is next secured ; and its Clergy 
authorised to receive and enjoy their accustomed dues and rights, with 
respect, however, to such persons only as shall profess the said reli- 
gion. The oath of allegiance prescribed in the first year of the reign 
of Elizabeth^ is modified, to suit the consdiences of the new subjects; 
and the property of all Canadians professing the Romish religion fthi 
religious orders and communities excepted) is confirmed, together with 
all customs and usages relative thereto, and all other their civil rights 
in so far as may consist with their alliance to his Majesty and sub- 
jection to the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain ; and it is far- 
ther enacted, that in all matters of controversy, relative to property 
and civil rights, resort shall be had to the laws of Canada, as the rule 
for the decision of the same ; subject, however, to be varied or altered 
by any ordinance of the Governor and Legislative Council, appointed 

* In an Act of the collective tvhdotnt this assertion is highly reprehensible ; add 
we boldly refer to thei|)ublished sentiments of the present Canadian Leaders to rebut 
this unworthy idea of an established form of Constitution, having existed in Cana- 
da bi:fore the Contjuest. 
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f in a succeeding section of the said Act. Then follows a remarkable 
section, the execution of which was prevented by some legal techni- 
calities and anti-British policy, for more than half a century, namely, 
sect. 9th, " Provided alxvat/s that nothing in this Act contained shall ex- 
tend or be construed to extend to any lands that have been granted by 
his Majesty y or shall hereafter be granted by his Majesty^ his heirs and 
successors, to be holden in free and common soccage,** 

lliis Statute which was hastily passed at the instance of Lord North, 
(^ unfortunate memory, with the fallacious hope of thus obtaining 
from Canadian Priests and Seigniors the means of coercing the old 
Colonies,^ has never been essentially modified, but remains the prin- 
cipal basis of the existing pretension on the part of the French Cana- 
dians to be a separate people, or as they shortly express it, '* la Nation 
CanadienneJ* 

We may here remark in passing, that this Act, calculated to secure 
to the settled part of the Province of Quebec a decidedly foreign as- 
pect, disgusted the British, who had been encouraged to emigrate, by 
the Proclamation of 1763, which promised English laws, and also the 
Loyalists, who had adhered to the British Government in the American 
Revolution, and it was the great cause of the next measure prolific of 
evils, namely, that of dividing the Province, in the year 1791, when 
a House of Assembly, with extensive privileges, was granted to each 
division. These Loyalists Having previously fled from French Lawg to 
the Upper Districts of the Province of Quebec, were not unwilling to 
have a separate Civil Government, leaving the Subjects of British des- 
cent in the Lower Districts to be domineered over by a faction, arm- 
ed by the British Parliament, with an authority which has gradually 
been turned against the views and interests of the Empire. 

Meac-time, the increasing importunity of the English part of the 
community, which had settled under the faith of the Proclamation of 
the year 1763, had prevailed upon the British Cabinet to take the 
Petition of the year 1784 into serious consideration, and frame a free 
Constitution,, including a Legislative Council in a permanent form, 
and a House of Assembly renewable quartennially, for this extensive 
and peculiarly circumstanced part of the Continent of North America, 
destined by nature, in spite of legislative blunders, to be a powerful 
Empire, fit to contain a hardy population of many millions of souls. 

We now come to review the Act 31 Geo. III. cap. 31. 

In examining this Act — commonly called the Constitutional Act 

the consideration of what has been omitted may prove still more im- 
portant than of what has been enacted ; and We shall, therefore, begin 
by stating some imprudent omissions which are almost unaccountable, 
considering the ample information respecting the state of the Pro- 

• It is worthy of remark that, instead of serving the intended purpose, thU extra, 
ordinary measure forced upon the conscience of his ]ate Mujesty. George III. of 
^m^lisfaing Popery in a British dependency, furnished fresh means of strength en in jj 
the revolutionary leaders, and added religious to political fanaticism in the minds of 
tne American people. -.-This result is particularly worthy of the attention of the phi- 
uwophical historian. 
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vince, which Ministers asserted to have been collected for their use, 
during Mr. Pitt's administration, which had already lasted seven years. 
Tliose Ministers had reason to know that the- 14th Geo. III. cap. 83, 
commonly called the Quebec Act, organized and concentrated the 
power and population of the Fnench Canadians under the feudal te- 
nure.; and that, unless some decisive enactment for the encourage- 
ment of settlers on the lands granted in free and common soccage, or 
English tenure, were introduced into this Constitutional Act, the basis 
of a monopoly of power running counter to English laws, language and 
characteristics, would be laid in the proposed House of Assembly for 
Lower Canada, which, if not a complete Oligarchy, must merely re- 
present the sixty-five thousand persons and their descendants, pro- 
fessing the religion of the Church of Rome, as described in the pre- 
amble to the former Act. The Ministers of the day ought also to 
have known, tbat the ninth section of the Act 14 Geo. III. cap. 83, 
intended, apparently, to protect the Settlers on the English tenure- 
grants from French laws, had been suffered to remain a dead letter ; 
and they were thus surely bound in honor to make at least some pro- 
vision in the new Act ft^r facilitating the participation of such Set- 
tlers in Lower Canada, in the exercise of the powers conferred on the 
popular branch of the new Legislature. But a silence, savouring as 
much of intrigue as of mere official negligence, was preserved on this 
topic in the Ministerial speeches, which slurred and hurried over the 
whole matter. Whether the offspring of Provincial intrigue or of cul- 
pable neglect and ignorance, the defect is not less glaring of any de- 
claration of the principle so necessary in colonization, that the repre- 
sentation of the people should be regulated by the joint consideration of 
numbers and territorial extent, thus providing for the progress of new 
settlements, and encouraging those swarms, which good policy might 
have conducted from the hive of native population, to be amalgamat- 
ed with the enterprising loyalists and British emigrants, and rendered 
capable of exercising, with moderation and intelligence, the privileges 
of a free constitution. Nor was this defect in the enactment for a di* 
vision into counties repaired in practice by the arrangements of Lieu- 
tenant Governor Clarke and his Council, who seem to have been sa- 
tisfied with dividing on the sole principle of actual population, and 
doing nothing for Englishmen or the English language, except givir^ 
English names to Counties ixiholly inhabited by a people speaking 
French. It was owing partly * to this mismanagement that tne late 
House of Assembly neither represented the property, the territorial 
extent, the varied population, nor the commercial interests of the Co- 
lony. The representation has, in fact, been hitherto confined to the 
French Seigniories, or lands, held under the feudal tenure, forming a 
narrow strip of land along the banks of the St. Lawrence ; while the 
Townships, granted under the English tenure of firee and common 
soccage, exceeding the seigniories in extent, and containing one eighth 
of the whole population of the Province, have not a single voice in the 
House q/ Assembly. And among those extraordinary omissions in the 
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Constitutional Act which have rendered the popular branch incom* 
peteut, may be mentioned the silence preserveid respecting a qualifi- 
cation of property, in the persons eligible to serve as Members in the 
House of Assembly. Owing to tbis unrepaired defect, we have 
seen many poor Knights and Burgesses sent to Parliament, who 
have repeatedly attempted to introduce the republican practice of 
giving daily pay to Legislators. This omission was considered by 
the Legislature of Upper Canada, so contrary to the analogies of 
the British Constitution, that one of the early Acts of that body esta- 
blished a qualification, which, however, was so low as to admit Mem- 
bers inclined to support the practice before mentioned, of awarding 
pecuniary compensation for Legislative service. 

We might extend this subject of omissions very far^ judging Jrom 
toenUy but we desire to deal fairly with the memory of the great men 
who were concerned in th'e passage of the Constitutional Act, which 
is wholly silent as to the means of securing a permanent revenue for 
the support of his Majesty's Government, and the administration of 
justice within the Province, — the employment of the English language 
as the text of the laws, and other matters essentially requisite to 
promote British Colonisation, and preserve this country to the Britii^ 
Crown. 

We, therefore, proceed to the enactments, leaving for the present 
the sins of omission, with the view of describing such sins of commis- 
sion as they may be found to contain. By the second section, the 
Province of Quebec is divided, and a Legislative Council and House 
of Assembly for each division respectively is enacted, forming, with 
the King's Representative, a semblance of the British Constitution. 
A marked change of the policy and language of the Proclamation of 
1763 is here observable : speaking of the House of Assembly intend- 
ed for the Province of Quebec, East Florida, West Florida, and the 
Island of Grenada, the Proclamation says^ that such Assemblies shall 
make laws, as near as may he agreeable to the laivs of England ; while 
the Act 31 Geo. IH. cap. 31, proceeding on the principle of the 
French law being restored, enacts that the Provincial laws shall be 
merely not repugnant to the said Constitutional Act ; thus, it must be 
allowed, consistently enough, discarding all analogy with English civil 
law fi-om the Legislative system of Lower Canada. The thiKl section 
states the lowest numbers which shall compose the Legislative Coun- 
cil and Assembly of both Provinces, leaving us to infer a power in the 
Provincial Parliament to increase the number of Members of the 
House of Assembly, in accordance with the increase of settlements and 
population, besides the undoubted exercise of the King's prerogative 
in summoning additional Legislative Councillors ; the Members of 
of which latter body are appointed for life. Here also we find a basis 
for an aristocracy, with titles of honour, attempted to be provided, 
but which the division of property, under the French law, will render 
nugatory in Lower Canada ; where the rights of primogeniture, so ne- 
cessary for the establishment of a permanent landed aristocracy, de 

B 
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not exist. This enactment, indeed, is a glaring proof of the ignorance 
of its supporters, and forms a striking anomaly in a Constitution 
which is, in other respects, so defective in prospective policy, neglect- 
ing to provide Jbr the immediate wants of a new Countr^^ and making 
provision Jbr the characteristic vanities of an old Society* 

Section 14 contains the authority to be delegated to the Governor, 
for the purpose of dividing the said Province into Districts, Counties, 
Circles, Towns and Townships, and declaring and appointing the 
number of Members of Assembly to be chosen by each respectively; 
but this was executed without any of those extensive and statesman- 
like views, which ought to have distinguished the personage entrusted 
with setting in motion the new machine of Government. When a 
conquest, such as a little Lsland or Province, is Jidli/ peopled, or mere- 
ly held as a military post, it is of less consequence that its population 
should be assimilated to that of the conquering power; but, when 
the extent of the country, and the natural course of human affairs, 
destine a conquest, such as Canada, to support an immense popular 
lion, whose prejudices or opinions must eventually controul the Go* 
vernment, it becomes the duty of self-preservation that the conquer' 
ing power should take early and decisive measures for impressing its 
national characteristics upon the new conquest ; — by publishing laws, 
and diffusing education and knowledge in the language of the con- 
queror, introducing and encouraging the settlement of o]d Subjects 
among the new, and employing every means of enlightened and be* 
nevolent policy to produce a mutual sympathy, by softening or obli- 
terating every remembrance of hostility, and creating common objects 
of ambition and noble emulation, consistent with the permanent in- 
terests and welfare of the Empire at large. Having thus adverted 
to a principle which, in an evil hour, was lost sight of, in the prelimi- 
nary arrangements for the introduction of a Representative Govern- 
ment into Lower Canada, we proceed in our review of the Constitu- 
tional Act, and observe, that through twenty sections, regulating the 
mode of election, and describing the Voters and Candidates, no enact-' 
ment is found calculated to prevent the enrire ascendancy of the 
French Canadian Inhabitants of the Seigniories over the rest of his 
Majesty's Subjects, or to ensure to the Executive Government of his 
Majesty, a jingle adherent in the House of Assembly. This want of 
precaution would hardly be pardonable in giving a Constitution to a 
homogeneous population of British origin ; but its consequences, in 
the present case of l^islating for a people chiefly composed of per- 
sons differing in manners, habits, customs, religion, and language, 
from th^ British nation, threaten to destroy every rational and legiti- 
mate object of colonisation ; one of which is to raise up a worthy Re-* 
presentative of the Mother Country, xviiling to receive her insttuctions, 
and to afford every assistance Jbr the accommodation of her surplus po- 
pulation, in the extensive Jorests and unlocated lands of this Continent* 
Considering those enactments with more immediate reference to the 
previpusly concentrated power conferred on the French Canadians, itt 
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the establishment of French laws and the Romish religion bj the 
Quebec Act, we perceive that the almost universal suffrage extended 
bj the Constitutional Act to this part of the population, must tend to 
perpetuate their inclination to be a separate people, and to direct 
them in choosing Representatives, pledged to maintain this favorite 
object ; and a scrupulous attention to the redemption of this pledge 
has never failed to insure the re-election of the old Members ; many 
of whom already consider their political power and functions in the 
Government as thus secured during their natural lives. On this point, 
indeed, we chiefly rest our hypothesis of the monopolising ambition of 
the French Canadian Leaders in the House of Assembly. In these 
enactments, and in the peculiar characteristics, and insulating preju- 
dices of the Electors, we find the text, while the measures of the 
elected facilitate the comment of our doctrine on this important sub- 
ject, fraught with danger to British Colonisation and Ascendancy in 
this Country. But, before descending to the particular acts, indicating 
the purposes of the elected, we shall describe, in general terms, the ef- 
fects of the present Constitution upon the spirit and disposition of the 
great majority of the Electors. Partly from incapacity to appreciate 
and exercise the political power with which they had been invested, 
and partly from some remaining deference for their English Fellow 
Subjects, they used their ascendapcy at first with moderation ; but 
this disposition was not of long continuance ; and, so early as the se- 
cond election, in the year 1796, it yielded to the inveterate anti-Bri- 
tish and anti-commercial prejudices, by which, under the increasing 
excitement of their Leaders, they have not ceased to be actuated. 
During some years, while many sanguine and active British Capital- 
ists heartily combined in exercising that influence which their fortunes 
and their means of giving favors and employment, produced upon a 
peasantry generally poor, a few Members friendly to the British and 
Mercantile interests were chosen ; but when the native Leaders, 
(Lawyers and Notaries^) by looking on, had obtained some know- 
ledge of the game, those interests were quickly undermined ; and it is 
a humiliating fact that, notwithstanding vigorous efforts renewed at in- 
tervals^ the British and Mercantile Minority has dwindled to insignifi- 
cancy, exhibiting in various Sessions of recent Parliaments, the alarm- 
ing case of the Provincial Administration being supported, in rights 
and measures absolutely necessary for its beneficial existence, by on- 
ly three Members, out of the fifty which compose the popular branch 
of the Legislature. This point gained in the steady march towards 
complete ascendancy, under the banners of a vicious Constitution, 
has now apparently enabled the French Canadian Leaders to dictate 
terms to his Majesty's Representative and to the Colonial Depart- 
nient of the Im^icrial Government ; and if we could suppose the ac- 
ceptance of those terms, we could have no doubt but the triumphant 
Majority would speedily contrive the means of making the whole Pro- 
vince contribute to the wealth and permanent power of themselves 
and their friends. That the Leaders in question flatter themselves 
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with having a nearer prospect than ever of this consummation we can- 
not doubt, and that they will noU be jscrupulous as to the means of 
obtaining their ends we feel convinced, not only by the history of 
parties in other countries, but likewise by that review which we have 
recently taken of the most remarkable 'steps evincing ambition in the 
House of Assembly, and which we shall now proceed to bring before 
our readers, with m due deference to their judgment. 
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A. D- 1 792-1 79-^. 

The first Houie of Auembl^.—IU companion and the eon»efU4n€et of being 
f^mud entirely on the principle of actual population^ insuring French 
Canadian Ascendancjf.^Practical inconvenieneiet of the Act 31 Geo. IJL 
Cap, 21,^ The important omission of not prescribing that the Minutes of 
Proceedings should be in the English language only.—Provielent conduct of 
the Congress q/ the United States contrasted with this omission,^First Ses- 
sion opened by LL Gov* Clarke.— The choice of Mr, Panet as Speaker f 
though unfit to express himself in the native language of the Sovereign, — 
Debate upon this choice of a Speaker^ with the names of the Members in fa- 
vor of a Speaker acquainted with both languages, — First Proceedings tore- 
cover th€ Jesuits'* Estates f reserved by the^O'own» — Decorum preserved in the 
House and the cause of its moderation.~BeJlections arising from the imme- 
diate operation of the new Constitution in perpetuating the ascendancy of 
French laws^ language, andcharact0ifistie8.—The Members chiefly occup^ied 
with framing Rules and Regulations for the proceedings of the House.—One 
Money Bill only passed, to provide for the payment of the Salaries of the 
Officers of both branches of the Legislature. —Abortive attempt by tlie Majo- 
rity to record prefatory Speeches 'on Motions in the Journals of the House, 
—Delusion of the Minority as to the effects of the new Constitution, — Second 
Session opened by Lord Dorchester, the Governor General,— His Speech to 
bath Houses, flattering the popular branch,— The Judicature Bill, — The Mi- 
litia Bill.— The Bill for rjsgulating Aliens. — The manesuvre of the Majori- 
ty to delay or defeat the measures proposed by the Executive or Legislative 
Council, by causing adjournments from want of the ordinary Quorum, be^ 
ing 17 Members.— Refection on this manauvre, indicating a gentleness of 
manner, which was afterwards abandoned. 

Our review of the most remarkable steps evincing ambition in 
the Leaders of the House of Assembly, may conveniently contain 
brief notices of the most important measures of the Legislature and 
Government, chronologically arranged; but this will be considered 
secondary to the main object of enquiry; — ^for the attainment of which, 
it will be proper to decide on particular epochs, not entirely confin- 
ing them to the duration of one Assembly. 

The first epochs however, we wish to comprehend the first House 
of Assembly, during which the natural operation of the Constitution 
and the first dawnings of that ambition; which has only recently reach- 
ed its noontide altitude, are discernable. 

The first House of Assembly, summoned by Lieutenant Gov* 
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ernor Clarke, met on the 17th December, 1792, and was prorogued 
by him on the 9th May, 1793. 

The Representation, as already mentioned, having been entirely re- 
gulated on the principle of actual population^ the French Canadians, 
notwithstanding their comparative ignorance of the management of a 
free government, retiarned thirty-five Members from among them- 
selves, out of the fifly which composed the whole popular branch, 
leaving for the English an influential Minority of fifteen, consisting 
chiefly of respectable merchants and traders, deeply interested in the 
advancement of the country, ana in the devdopement of its commer- 
cial resources. 

The inconvenience of the Act 31 Geo. IIL cap. 31, containing the 
same Constitution for two Provinces, widely differing in the origin and 
disposition of their respective population, was experienced by the Mi- 
nority before mentioned, at the commencement of this Session. 
However politic and desirable, the Act in question had not enacted 
that the minutes of proceedings in the Assembly should be recorded 
in the native language of the Sovereign ;* and, by this negligence, 
the Members were left without any efiectual stimulus to acquire the 
English language, or to study Precedents of Legislative proceed- 
ings, agreeably to the practice of the British Constitution, in their 
original dress, being tempted on tbe contrary to trust to translations, 
on subjects requiring the greatest nicety of discrimination. We do 
not here allude to translations used merely as a means of acquiring a 
language, but to that characteristic propensity of establishing French 
as the text and standard of Canadian Legislation and Legislative pro- 
ceedings. The Majority, in obedience to this propensity and to the 
narrow view of personal convenience, obtained the expensive record of 
the proceedings of the Assembly in the French language ; and the 
uniform tendency of its measures has been to turn English law and 
politics into French, instead of accommodating the rest of his Mi^es- 
ty's Subjects with translations of French law into English. Tlie Par- 
liament of Great Britain neglected the policy of stimulating the sew 
Subjects to the study of constitutional law in its original sources, while 
the whole tendency of the Canadian legislation and practice is to 
force Englishmen to study French, and in ^o small degree to become 
Frenchmen, and coalesce with the Nation Canadienne, The next cir- 
cumstance worthy of remark is, that though the Majority of this first 
and best House of Assembly professed great eagerness to draw con- 
stitutional information from English sources, they, nevertheless, did 
not elect as their Speaker or oracle of constitutional law, an English- 

* It is not unworthy of remark here, that an important arrangement of this na- 
ture was duly provided for by tbe Congress of the United States, when, in com- 
pliance with their Treaty with France, they admitted tbe Territory of Louisiaotf 
chiefly inhabited by a French population, into their Confederation. The Act of 
Congress on the occasion, enacted that all minntes of proceedings in the Senate^ 
Courts and Legislature should be exclusively recorded in the language of the Con- 
stitution of the United States^ that is to say, in the English language. 
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man, as they might have done, well versed in both languages, but they 
chose a French Canadian, who, in the usual ceremonial of induc- 
tion into office, declared to the Governor that he could only express 
himself in the primitive language of his native country^ This practice 
of choosing a French Canadian as a Speaker, has been uniformly fol- 
lowed; and the verbal communications of the House of Assembly 
with an English Governor^ have always grated his ear with a foreign 
accent.* 

* This affair of the choice of a Speaker of the first House of Assembly is so inu 
porunt, that we sliall here give a particular account of Its management. 

The minority appear to have desired time for deliberation, but the majority had 
nade up their minds on the subject, and with difficulty allowed a delay from the 
evening of Monday till Tuesday, at 10 o* Clock, A. M. 

Mr. Duniere proposed J. A. Panet, Esq., as Speaker, and was seconded by Mr. 
Bebonne, who stated that Mr. Panet possessed a fundamenul knowledge of the 
municipal law of the country, which rendered him peculiarly qualified for the oflSce. 

Mr. M'Gill proposed William Grant, Esq., as Speaker ;— he said that an esseo- 
tial qualification in the Speaker was a perfect knowledge of the English and French 
languages, without which in that House, where some Members understood no En- 
gtish, and others spoke no French, the business without the ready instruction of the 
Speaker, would be continually retarded; — ^that Mr. Panet*8 deficiency and Mr. 
Grant's qualification in this particular were equally well known ; that the latter bad 
a knowledge equal to that of any other person in the laws of the country— and 
from long residence, was well acquainted with its local interests ; that his former si^ 
tuation in the service of Government, gave him the knowledge of forms and the ha- 
bits required for conducting public business ; and in fine, taking all Mr. Grant's 
quahfications together, he considered him the fittest person to be Speaker of tlie 
House. 

■ Mr. Dambourges seconded the motion. Mr. Bedard said tliat Mr. Panet knew 
enough of the English language to conduct the public business. 

Mr. Richardson observed that it was not a smattering knowledge of either lan- 
guage that could enable the Speaker to do justice to the House in mutual explana- 
tions between Members, in translating motions and other papers, and in commu- 
nications with bis Majesty's Representative— that the transactions between the 
Speaker and the King's Representative, should be in the language of the Empire, to 
vhich we had the happiness to belong, whatever might be the language of debate in 
Uiat House. . 

Mr. P. Louis Panet said, ** To solve the question, I will ask whether this Colo- 
" ny is, or is not, an English Colony ? what is the language of the Sovereign, and 
*^ of the Legislature from whom we hold the Constitution which assembles us this 
" day? what is the general language of the Empire ? what is that of one part of our 
'' fellow subjects? what will that of the other and of the whole Province be at a 
*' Certain epoch? It is my opinion that there is an absolute necessity that the Cana- 
" dians in course of time adopt the English language, as the only means of dissi- 
" pating the repugnance and suspicions which tlie difference of languaj^ would' 
^' iceep up between people united by circumstanctts and necessitated to live toge- 
*' tber ; but in expectation of the accomplishment oi this happy change, I think it 
** is but decent that the Speaker, on whom we may fix our choice, be one who can 
'' express himself in English when he addresses himself to the Representative of 
**our Sovereign." 

la the course of the debate, Mr. Papineau having 'said thst he understoo<l 
that some objection lay against Mr. Grant's election, and Mr. Debonne adding that 
A Petition was actually signed by a number of the Electors of the Upper Town of 
Quebec against his return, Mr. Grant said he bad. heard of no snch Petition— nor 
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This first Session was further remarkable by a Petition from the 
County of Quebec, praying the Assembly to use means for placing 
the property of the late Order of Jesuits at the disposal of the Pro- 
vincial Legislature, and applying it to its original destination, which 
was alleged to be the support of colleges and seminaries for the edu- 
cation of the natives of Canada. On this subject, an Address to his 
Majesty was voted on the 11th of April, 1793, the result of which will 
be hereafter mentioned. The remains of the old French politeness, 
and a laudable deference to their fellow subjects kept up decorum in 
the proceedings of the Majority during this Session ; but the natural 
operation of the new Constitution must already have struck every man 
of observation, and induced him to anticipate its tendency to give a 
complete ascendancy to the French Canadians^ their lavos^ language^ 
and characteristics in the popular branch of the Legislature, and to en- 
courage in their leaders at a future day, that exclusive ambition which 
now distinguishes them, and which, if not speedily and effectually 
checked, will make the whole country tributary to their aggrandise- 
ment, and to the support of their families and dependents. 

The time of the Members during the first Session had been so much 
occupied with the preliminaries of legislation, including the adoption of 
Rules and Regulations for proceedings, that only eight Acts were pass- 
ed, consisting chiefly of temporary prolongations of previous ordinances 

was he aware of any ground of complaint against his election ; but if the present al- 
legations should have any weight with the Members, he would, in such case, reconi* 
mend the attention of the House to Mr. M'Gill, who was master of the languages, 
and in erery respect better qualifikl than he, or perhaps than any other Member, to 
fill the office of Speaker. 

Mr. Lees then, alluding to a precedent in the House of Commons of Great Bri* 
tain, moved that Mr. M*Gill be elected Speaker of the House, which being seconded 
by Mr. Grant, Mr. Walker anticipating an objection to Mr. M*Gill from his being 
an Executive Councillor, moved that Mr. Jordan be elected Speaker of the House— 
which motion was carried. 

After a long debate and much desultory conversation, the original question was 
finally put, " Tliat Mr. J. A. Panet be elected Speaker of this House,*' when there 
appeared for the question..«^8 

Majority for Mr. Paneti^lO 

Mr. Panet was then conducted to the Chair by several Members* 
The following are the names of Members who voted against Mr. Panet, and who 
mny be considered to have been in favor of having a Speaker perfectly acquainted 
wKh both languages :— 

Messrs. Salaberry, 
'* Dambourges, 
** P. Louis Panet, 



*< James M'Gill, 

•< Grant, 

' ' Frobishef , 

" Lester, 

" Young, 

" Macfltder, 



Messrs. O'Hara, 

Walker, 



" Coffin, 

« Richardson, 

" Jordan, 

Todd, 

Lynd, 

Lees, 
<< Barues, 
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of the Governor and Legislative Council, under the Act 14 Geo. IIL 
cap. 83, One Money Bill, however, was passed, 33 Geo. IIL, cap 8, 
entitled, " an Act to establish a Fund for defraying the Salaries (yfthe 
" Officers of the Legislative Council and Assembly, together with the 
" contingent expenses thereqfi" which is the more worthy of being men- 
tioned, because the revenue derived therefrom, has been lavishly ap- 
propriated to the expenses of the House of Assembly ; the alarming 
encrease of which will hereafter be noticed. 

It has been plausibly asserted, that if the habits of business pos- 
sessed by some of the £nglish Members had not interfered, the ab- 
surdity of the experiment of conferring power on the French Canadian 
Majority would have been shown in a convincing light this first Ses- 
sion; and one little fact tends strongly to support this assertion, 
namely, that some of the Leaders insisted upon having a long speech, 
under the disguise of a preface to a motion, recorded in the Journals 
of the Assembly. This was checked by the minority; and the Gov- 
ernment was thus deprived of the means of contemplating a full 
length picture of the sentiments and designs of the Majority. The 
cry of the Minority was — " Let us all put our shoulders to the toheely and 
let the English Constitution have afoir trial among Frenchmen.'* Be- 
nevolence or vanity in some, expectation of office in others, all the 
passions combined at the moment to cover the defects of the Consti- 
tution ; and the Lieutenant Governor in his Speech at the close of the 
Session, assisted in concealing from the public, the waste of time which 
had taken place. A reference to our preceding remarks will convince 
every unprejudiced mind that the Acts 14 Geo. III. cap. 83, and 31, 
Geo. III. cap. 31, both combining to form the Constitution, are a mere 
outward semblance of the British. Constitution, and that the circum- 
stance of their being founded upon the re-establishment of French 
]aw6, and the endowment of the Romish religion, renders the pre- 
tended resemblance and analogy to the British Constitution a com« 
piete delusion, so for as Englishmen and their descendants are con^ 
eemed. 

The first Session of the Assembly had only proceeded on Finance 
so far as the feeling of self-preservation suggested, by providing a fund 
for the contingent expenses of the new Legislature ; but a new scene 
was presented to the Members next Session, which was opened by 
his Excellency the Governor in Chief, Guy Lord Dorchester, with a 
most gracious speech, peculiarly flattering to the popular branch, in 
which he intimated that detailed accounts of the Provincial Revenue 
of the Crown would be laid before them, 1;»ut that no subsidy would 
be required, till deliberation during the present Session had enabled 
them to mature their plans for a financial system, suited to the cir- 
cumstances of the Province. The establishment of Courts of Jus- 
tice and of a Militia Law was particularly pressed upon the attention 
of both branches of the L^islature ; and the Addresses in reply were 
replete with loyalty to the King, and compliment to his Representative. 
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Tbis Sess&ioA was remarkable for industry, owing, is seme measure, 
to the prospect of places and salaries, which the Judicature and MiU-> 
tia Biils beid forth ; and the passage of the Alien Bill, or Act for the 
better preservation of his Majesty's Government, conferred powers 
on the Executive which evinced confidence in its moderation. 

We shall mention one incident of this Session, rather on account 
of its giving rise to a favorite manceuvre of tlie Majority, than on ac- 
count of its intrinsic importance. A Member, belonging to the Mi- 
nority, having obtained leave of absence, and being about to quit the 
IVovince, was arrested on an action of debt, which alleged breach of 
Parliamentary privilege gave rise to warm and long debates, con- 
ducted with much ability. The Speaker himself^ in his capacity of 
Advocate, had sued out the writ, and was naturally unwillit'g to ac- 
knowledge any offence by having thus acted. ; while, on the other 
kand, several of his usual supporters so highly valued the privilege 
claimed, of freedom from arrest, that he was finally obliged to suc- 
cumb and make an apology to the House. This aSkir had been be- 
fore the House from the ^7th November till the 2d January ^ an^ it^ 
decision had been protracted by the manoeuvre of Members absentiog 
themselves without leave, and obliging the House to adjourn for want 
cyf a quorum. A call of the House for the 20th January at length 
brought the busines to issue, and a Resolve was passed making re- 
ference to the practice of the Commons of Great Britain, and declar- 
mg the persons of Menrbers free from arrest, by civil process. The 
individuals concerned in the arrest were voted guilty of a breach of 

frivilege, and Iforced to make submission and apology at the bar of tbci 
louse. This occasion gave rise to another Resolve, naonely, ^* That 
^' in all unprovided cases^ resort shall be had to the rttks, usages^ and 
**• forms of ihe Parliament of Great Britain, u^ich shall he foUo^ 
^ until the House shall think J&t to make a rule or rules applicable to 
** such unprovided ^asesT 

From tne means before mentioiied employed to defeat, or at least 
delay, the question of privileges, we perceive that the French Canadir 
ftns were as yet onJy prepared to assert dieir supremacy, suavittr in mo- 
dOf and this mamceuvre of producing an adjournment for want of a 
quorum, was the farorke defensive measure till the majority ^xxn- 
pletely threw off the mask -during the administration of Sk Jaaies 
Craig; when the proposal of paying the Civil List was urged upon his 
Majesty's Government, azrd the prospect of binding and oonireling 
the Provindal Executive in all cases whatsoever dazzled the views of 
the lawyers and notaries, and otlwr native leaders of tbe ^ Nation 
Canadienne" 

This veeond Sesnon of the 4rA Home of Awembly y^w cloMd with a very 
eoiqpUraeiKary speech by Lord Doichester, on the 31st May^ 1794^ and six Bill* 
were passed, of which one, the Judicature Bill, was Te»erved for the signification 
of his Majesty *s pleasure, and only becatne a law the 11th of Deeember, 1791^ 
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CHAP. III. 
A. D. 1795 & 1796. 

Third Sei:iion opened bjf Lo7'd Dorchester ^ vfko in hi* ^eeeh U IhUh House* calif 
the Provii^eiai Legitlature by the new name of Piiovikci4L Parliament. ^ 
Hi9 Massages^ recommending the well ordering of the Finance*^— Abortive ain 
tempt to modify tkeFeudal Tenure ufLand*. Hostility of the Mqfority to tueh 
modification accounted fbr^ and the future plans for the extension of tha^ 
tenure involving an extension of French Laws to the new Settlements^— Una^ 
nimity of this House in a permanent Act t(f Supply.— The hostility of latter As» 

scmblies topermtuient Acts ascribed to ambition.— Influence oftheMinorify 

Arrangement with Vpper Canada^for the division of the product of Custom 
Ikaies.'^Folice Begulatiana connected with the powers conferred upon tht 
Executive by Acts imposing Duties on Licenses.— Act for the Inspection of 
Pot and Pearl Ashes.^Act f^- the Registration qf Marriages, ^.—Quarau' 
tine Act.— Contrast between the general conduct of this first House of Assem^ 
bly, and itj more recent SuccessQrs.—Closing ^eech of Lord Dorchester^ 
with reflections upon his vain and sanguine expectations of the benefits of 
the new Constitution.— Primary and permanent causes, frustrating those 
expectations with respect to the subjects of British origin.— Dourth Sessionf 
rendered important by events during the recess, producing a more extensive 

exercise of the legislative and controling powers of the popular branch. 

Opened by Lord Dorchester, who applies to the Provincial Parliament for 
an Act of Indemnity on account of the Embargo.— This Act passed with mom 
difications, showing the influence of the Minority.— Some goodejfects of the 
scarcity which rendered the Embargo necessary.— The Road Bill, and the 
difficulties with which it had to struggle in the House of Assembly.— This 
salutary measure becomes a law by the united influence of the Executive and 
Legislative Council.— Resistance to the principle of this law ascribed to the 
habits of the great majority of the elective body, and existing in nearly 
equal force at the present day. — The bad winter roads, caused by the form and 
tackling of the Canadian train,— Abortive attempts on the part of the Legis^ 
lative Council, and the Minority of the House of Assembly to'obtain a Bank^ 
rupt Law.— The desire of the French Canadian Majority to introduce' the 
Code Marehand of France — The Consolidation Act, its effects and consequent 
ces.—The wisep-Aicy of his Majesty^ s Imperial Government in leaving itdor^ 
mant. — The temper of the Legislature in making this Act permanent, con^ 
trasted with that of future Assemblies.— Some other Acts of this Session^ and 
the projects of a Canal and Turnpike Bnad from Montreal to La Chine.-^ 
End of the first Provincial Parliament of Lower Canaday and of Lord Dorm 
ehester*s Afiministrt^iom 
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In proceeding to trace the progress of the ambition of the Leader^ 
of the late Houses of Assembly, we shall have occasion to notice the 
abortive e^Torts of the British and commercial minority to obtain some 
modifications of the old French law, so far as regarded the feudal te- 
nure of lands and its peculiar burthens, by which the natural effects 
of trade in the encrease of buildings and improvement of the soil, 
were materially checked. The tenacity evinced by the French Cana- 
dian Leaders on this point during the Session, of which we are about to 
treat, proves that they cousideed it a most important means of se- 
curing the monopoly of power to themselves, and to the " Nation Can- 
adienne ;" — it was reserved, however, for their more bold successors 
to attempt, at a future day, in the administration of Lord Dalhousie,* 
to overturn the English, and extend the feudal tenure, with its anti- 
commercial burthens and old French laws, to every part of Lower Ca- 
nada, in defiance of the letter and spirit of British Legislation. 

The third Session of what, for the first time, was this year called, 
by Lord Dorchester, the Provincial Parliament, was opened by his 
Lordship with a most gracious Speech, 5th January, 1795, folloMred 
up by a variety of Messages recommending the well ordering of the 
Finances and Police of the Country. 

The extensive influence of the French revolutionary principles dur- 
ing the previous year, had alarmed all who had a large stake in the 
Country — and an Association entered into for the support of his Majes- 
ty's Government had, for the moment, united all men of property and 
mitigated party spirit. This Session, therefore, was considered a pro- 
pitious season by the English Seigneurs and other Proprietors, for ob- 
taining some modifications of the feudal tenure; and they yvere 
so sanguine of eventual success, that they had made private agree- 
ments with new Settlers from the United States, for the commutation 
of all the burthens except cens et rentes^ resolving the whole into a 
moderate and immutable ground rent. . The efforts of an influential 
Minority, after much debate and delay, at length prevailed on the 
House of Assembly to go into committee, 2d March, " to consider 
the latos, customsy and usages in force in this Province^ relative to the 
tenure of lands, and the rights derived therefrom" On this occasion, 
the Chairman, as a matter of form, reported progress, and obtained 
leave to sit again ; but it soon appeared that the Majority would not 
consent to make the slightest sacrifices to what they called the cupi- 
dity of English Landholders, and the prejudices of American Settlers ; 
by a sort of compromise, the affair was allowed to pass into oblivion, 
and no report on the subject was ever made. The proposed enquiry 
into the feudal tenure was perfectly consistent with the views of the 

* The frequent change of Governors in this Province, has afforded opportunities 
to the French Canadian Majority to revive ambitious projects repeatedly defeated ; 
and it is worthy of remark, that in the second year of every new administratioD, af« 
ter a careful study of the Governor*s character, a suitable selection of claims incom. 
patible with the prerogatives of the Crown and with the existence of British ascendan. 
cy «re brought forward. 
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British Government, and with those of Lord Dorchester, who had» 
many years before this Session of the new Legislature, recommended 
the subject ; so that the present failure was considered decisive ; and 
the House of Assembly was not troubled with any farther measures 
of innovation, during his Lordship^s administration. 

But a difference of opinion on one or more points was not yet 
considered sufficient to prevent the most decisive measures for the pe- 
cuniary support of the Civil Government within the Province. The 
vote for a Supply to his Majesty was unanimous, and the appropri- 
ation was made permanent, as were the Duties of Customs imposed 
this Session. This Supply amounting to Five Thousand Pounds Ster- 
ling, added to the produce of the duties imposed by the Imperial 
Parliament, previously to the Act of l8 Geo. IIL cap. 12, and the 
casual and territorial revenue of the Crown, granted by his Majesty 
for the use of the Province, have recently been the only means of 
preventing the dissolution of the Government, in consequence of the 
unconstitutional conditions of the Bills of Appropriation passed by 
the House of Assembly, and generally rejected by the Legislative 
Council ; whose conduct has been uniformly approved of by every 
Governor and Administrator since the beginning of the financial dis- 
putes. 

The influence of the commercial minority was displayed this SeS" 
sion, in obtaining the approval of the House of Assembly to an im- 
portant arrangement^ made by^Commissioners appointed the previous 
Session by the respective Legislatures, for partitioning the new Cus- 
tom Duties levied at the port of Quebec, between the Provinces of 
Lower and Upper Canada. At that period of comparatively good 
feeling, it required no high handed interierence on the part of the 
British Parliament, to obtain for Upper Canada a just compensation 
for depriving itself of the natural right of imposing duties on goods le- 
gally imported into Lower Cannda, and passing into Upper Canada. 
By this first agreement, the Upper Province was allowed one eighth. 
part of the net produce of the Custom Duties already imposed, or to 
be imposed, by the Legislature of Lower Canada, on imported goods* 

The expectations entertained by the country at large, of deriving 
advantage from the labours of the Legislature, were evinced this 
Session, by the confidence with which all classes applied for the re* 
dress of grievances, and for the enactment of laws for the benefit of 
tj'ade. The purpose of combining revenue with the salutary regula- 
tion of certain occupations, was effected by an Act granting additional 
duties on Licenses, by which tlie <;onduct of the persons licensed was 
subjected to the controul of the proper authorities ; and many abuses 
which had become prevalent in houses of public entertainment, 
post houses^ and liquor shop«, were thus checked for some years, till 
party spirit increased and interfered with the impartial execution of 
the law. 

The improvement of the manufacture of Pot and Pearl Ashes^ was 
^ch advanced by the Act of this Session, appointing Ijokspectors.of 
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that important article of Canadian export, and making Tarious enact- 
ments for the enhancement of its character in the British market. By 
another Act this same Session, Pot and Pearl Ashes were allowed to 
be imported, free of duty, from the United States ; and a foundation 
was thus laid for the extensive and beneneial intercourse, which af^ 
terwards took place under the commercial treaty between Great Bri- 
tain and the United States of America, which was ratified and be- 
came a law to both powers and to their dependencies, in the course 
of the year 1795. 

During this Session, tlie important Act for the regulation of Regis- 
ters of Baptisms, Marriages and Burials was passed ; and this law, to- 
gether with the establishment of a Quarantine, for the preservation of 
the country from the introduction of pestilential diseases, evinced the 
solicitude of the Legislature for the domestic peace, morals and health 
of the people. 

It is worthy of remark, as forming a complete ctmfrad vcith recent 
conduct, that, of the eleven Acts sanctioned at the end of this Ses- 
gion, all were permanent Acts except the one for the regulation of 
Aliens. The behaviour of the Majority was, in general, decorous, 
and particularly respectful to his Majesty^s Representative, whose 
messages were received with thanks, and promptly taken into consi<« 
deration. No visible interference took place with the KinVs prero- 
gative of appointing his officers, and paying them according to his 
judgment of their services ; and if any one, pretending to the spirit of 
prophecy, had said that the French Canadian Leaders of the rising ge- 
neration would bring their constituents into direct collision with 
the Imperial Parliament on pecuniary affairs, his prophecy would 
have been treated with scorn, and his person spumed from all decent 
society. 

This Session was closed on the 7th erf" May, after a Speech from 
Lord Dorchester, replete with approbation of the measures and con- 
duct of both Houses. It is, indeed, too probable that his Lordship, 
prepossessed in favour of the French Canadians, participating also 
in the delusion common to Englishmen, as to the magical effect of 
the British Constitution in surmounting all difficulties — entertained 
the fallacious hope, that the semblance of that Constitution, under the 
uncontrolled and sinister influence of French laws and insulating pre- 
judices, might, nevertheless, secure the welfere of his Majesty's Sub- 
jects of English origin, and uphold the ascendancy of British princi- 
ples and power throughout the extensive Province of Lower Canada. 

Tlie period of the third recess of this first Provincial Parliament, 
had been unusually eventful, rendering the measures of this last Ses- 
sion extremely interesting to the student of the Constitutional Histo- 
ry of Lower Canada. New opportunities were afforded for develop- 
ing the disposition of the Majority, and showing tMe control which the 
popular branch endeavoured to establish over every department of the 
civil service. 

The M^ority continued their ambitious career, but acted iwth £P^ 
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tieness and decency, ui^ing the expedient before mentioned, of produc- 
iflg adjournments for want of ■& quorum, and thus succeeding in de- 
lajing measures of improvement, obnoxious to the prejudices and a|>a- 
tby of the great body of their constituents. 

This Session, which was opened by Lord Dorchester, 20th Novem- 
ber, 1795, is distinguished as furnisliing tlie first instance, under the 
Constitution, of an Act of Indemnity required by ihe Executive for an 
exercise of power during the recess; and this so^nction was sued for, 
and obtained, in strict accordance with die practice of the British Mi- 
oistry in similar cases. 

In consequence of the failure of the crops of grain, first in the Unit- 
ed Kii^dora, in the autumn of the year 1794, and next in Lower Ca-. 
nada, in that of 1795, the Governor in Council, proclaimed an 
embaiigo 1 8th May, prohibiting the export of wheat, flour and pease, 
except to Great Britain and her dependencies ; and again, on the lOth' 
of September, wholly prohibiting, till the 10th of December, Uie ex- 
T^Qftt of wheat and other grain, wlieaten flour and biscuit. For this last 
general embargo only, the necessity of obtaining ah Act of Indemnity 
was acknowledged; and the Billior that purpose was introduced, and 
passed with a promptitude and unanimity which did honour to the 
House of Assembly. This Act, modified at the instance of the com- 
mercial minority, continued the embargo till 1st September, 1796, 
with the proviso, that tliose articles might be exported to Upper Ca- 
nada, the trading posts in the Indian country, and his Majesty *s gar- 
risons on the frontiers. The third section of this Act allowed the im- 
portation of the flour of wheat and other grain from the United States, 
by the way of Lake Champlain, and tlie River Richelieu, or Sorel ; 
but it was not deeiued expedient to appropriate any part of the pub- 
lic monies to relieve the distresses occasioned by the existing scar- 
city, which was led to be mitigated by the exertions of private bene- 
volence, and by the adoption of potatoes, as an important auxiliary to 
the subsistence of the peasantry. 

The meaf^ure, however, which excited the most discussion this Ses- 
sion, and which is rendered memorable by the open expression of dis« 
pontent, and the manifestation of a disposition, in tlie French Cana- 
dians under some native Leaders, to resist the execution of the laws, 
was the Road Act, which, in a variety of ways, disturbed the routine 
.and habiis of the peasantry. This law, so interesting to the trade and 
iidftnd, communication of the country, laying a mockrate contribution 
pf time or money upon the people, for the improvement of their pro- 
perty, wBSy neyeitheless, deprecated by «ome in the H<)use of Assem- 
Uy, as a precedent for direct taxes of dangerous tendency. Every 
weans, short of open violence, were used by the Members, most close-* 
ly connected in prejudice and interest with the ignorant Cultivators, 
lo defeat, or at least, delay the measure. The established quorum, 
reduced to seventeen Members, could seldom be obtained for the dis- 
cussion of dus Bill ; and, if the Executive, from views of the public 
service, had not decidedly patronised the measure, it must have falicn 
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to the ground.* The principal opponents, apparently intimidated, 
were absent on the final decision : they were those who now, with 
their descendants, are the most distinguished in resisting every inno- 
vation in the peculiarities of their countrymen, and to whom we owe 
all the incalculable inconveniences of bad winter roads, caused by the 
vicious construction of the common train or cariole. The opponents of 
the Road Act, m short, were the men whose spirit induces the pre- 
sent Majority to fortify their constituents in prejudices, which ob- 
struct the improvement of the country, consoling themselves appa- 
rently for their own share of privations, with the contemplation of the 
sufferings of Intruders, as they now denominate the inhabitants 
cf British or^in, who have chiefly drawn forth^ under every dis- 
couragement, the resources of the country. 

Leaving these peculiarities of the " Nation Canadienne" to be col- 
lected at a future day, te^ excite the scepticism of the Antiquarians of 
the ttventteth century, we proceed to notice the progress of other mea- 
suresi, preferring, however, such as display, in striking colours, the 
disposition of the Majority of the first and least formidable House of 
Assembly. The zeal und influenee of the British and commercial 
minority, were signalised in both Houses, but many of their projected 
laws miscarried, through the jealousy of the Majority. An essay, for 
instance, towards a Bankrupt Law, was made in the Legislative Council, 
which body passed, and sent down for concurrence, 4th March, a Bill, 
entitled, "^w Act Jbr more effectually securing, andjor equally dis- 
tributing among creditors, the estate atid effects of persons JaUing in 
trade:* 

Tliis Bill, being much required by the state and trade of the coun- 
try, was ver^ politely received by the Majority ; but, in the course of 
the month, while going through the usual stages, some of the Mem- 
bers, learned in the French law, represented that the law of the coun- 
try formerly comprised certain parts of the Code Marchand of Louis 
XIV., which, if properly reyived, would prevent the necessity of in- 
troducing the technicalities of the Bankrupt Law of England; ihdithe 
cessions de biens, cessio bonorum, which compelled the debtor to give 
up all his effects for the benefit of his creditors, stipulating for person- 
al freedom only without a discharge, would suit every purpose of jus- 
tice or mercy, and that it was preposterous to throw behind their 
backs the natural law of the country, as restored in the year l??^, 
for the mere gratification of the partialities of a few individuals. The 

* As tnnch party spirit was called forth in the House and in the Country by this 
Bi)U affecting, in no small degree, the election of Members for the n«Kt Assembly ; 
—we shall subjoin the Yeas and Nays;..«,^n the 31st of March, Mr. Taschereau, 
seconded by Mr. Frobisher, moved that the Bill do pass ; whereupon, the Houte di- 
lided upon the question, and the names were taken down as follows ■.•~«>YsASt 
Messrs. Marcoux, 0*Hara, Todd, Frobisher, Lynd, Dqchesnay, Taschereau, Grant, 
Young, Barnes, Lester, Lees and Richardson. 

Nays, Messrs. J. A. Fanet, (formerly Speaker,) De Rocbeblave, Boudreau, ani 
Bertbelot. 
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Bill struggled through this opposition till it was actually committed on 
the 7th April; but no progress was made, and Mr. Young, seconded by . 
Mr. Richardson, having moved a recommitment for the 1 1 th April, Mr. 
J. A. Panet, seconded by Mr. Grant, moved in amendment, that the 
recommitment should be postponed to 5th September next; this 
amendment was carried, and the Bill consequently lost, by the cast* 
ing vote of the Speaker.* This result created great disappointment 
on the part of the framers of the Bill, who had formed the most saa- 
guine expectations of its success. 

Among the measures, supported by both sides of the House, was 
a Bill (introduced in the spirit of the Governor's recommendation to 
simplify the Finances of the Province) for the purpose of consolidating 
into one Act, and appropriating to the support of the Administration 
of Justice and of his Majesty's Civil Government, the Duties levied 
under the British Act of Parliament, 14 Geo. III. cap. 88, and the 
Provincial Acts, 33 Geo. HI. cap. 8, and the 35th Geo. HI. cap. 9. 
The course of events, and the rising ambition of the House of Assem- 
bly, have proved that this arrangement, obliterating every trace of 
the power of taxation on the part of the British Parliament, for the 
purposes of internal revenue, would have been more convenient than 
politic ; and we have, therefore, reason to congratulate the friends of 
the British connection, that this measure, repeatedly carried to the 
foot of the throne, has not yet become a law ; and that his Majesty's 
Ministers have been too well advised of the tendencies of provincial 
intrigue and ambition, to suffer the support of his Majesty's civil es- 
tablishment in Lower Canada, to depend entirely upon the will of the 
local Legislature. The British Act, 18 Geo. III. cap. 12, is merely 
prospective, restricting tlie Imperial Parliament from imposing new 
taxes on the Colonies, for the purpose of revenue ; and by no subtle* 
ty of construction can it be made to interfere with the product and 
appropriation of the long previous Act, 14 Geo. III. cap. 88. The 
truth is, that the essence of every Colonial Government and connec > 
tion is subordination to the Government of the Empire ; and that 
every cavil against this impost and its accustomed application, is 
merely symptomatic of the natural desire of all Colonies and Conquests 
to approximate to independence, and which in North America has, in 
^ very important instance, been prematurely obtained. It is, how- 
ever, just to remark, that the substitute offered to his Majesty's Gov- 
ernment, by this first House of Assembly, for the Act before mention- 
^> was a permanent law, and that the French Canadian Majority had 
not yet dared to propose that the support of the Provincial Government 
should depend, like the Mutiny Bill of England, upon an annual vote 
and appropriation* 

* Ttns contest on the subject of English and French Commercial Law, is so in- 
teresting, that we shall give the names of the voters on the question. For the amend- 
nient, and consequently against the Bill : the Speaker, (Lanaudiere,) J. A. Fa- 
Bet, Grant, De Rocbeblave, Boudreau, Bedard, Berthelot, Duniere and De Sala* 
i>erry. Against the amendment, and for the Bill : Messrs. Lynd, Lees, Lester, 
^oung, Richardsoni 0*Hara| Todd and Macnider. 

E 
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The present was sudi a busy Session, for those Members who had 
not absented themselves for electioneering and other purposes, that we 
must pass lightly over the great variety of projects and proceedings, 
which was brought forward by their zeal for the public service. 
Among the Bills which became laws, and of great benefit to the coun- 
try, beside those already mentioned, were — 

1. An Act for the greater security of this Province, by the better 
regulation of the Militia thereof, passed in consequence of the special 
recommendation of the Governor in Chief. 

12. An Act for the safe Custody and Tlegistration of all Letters Pa- 
tent, whereby any grant of the waste or other Lands of the Crown, 
lying within this Province, shall hereafter be made. 

3. An Act for better r^ulating the weights and rates Bt which 
certain Coins shall pass current in this Province, and for preventing 
the f^sifying, impairing, or coimterfeiting the same. 

Among the projects, showing a laudable desire to promote im- 
provement, and which, though at the time pronounced prema- 
ture, were eventually admitted, with suitable modifications, into 
the Statutes of the Province, we ought to mention a Bill for en- 
cburaging the cutting of a Canal from Montreal to Lachine, and 
a fiill for making a Turnpdce Road on a different route from Mon- 
tte&l to Lachine ; both which were introduced by the same patri- 
otic and indefatigable individual, who, in the administration of Lord 
Dall^ousie, has had the satisfaction of seeing the Canal completed, 
and becommg annually tnore useful to the trade of both Provinces, 
under his superintendance as fh'st commissioner. 

This eventful Session, being the fourth and last of the first 
Provincial Parliament, was dosed on the 4th May, 1796, with a 
Speech from Lord Dorchester, in which his Lordship held forth the 
example of the present Parliament as worthy of the imitation of all 
future Legislatures of Lower Canada. An extraordinary extait of 
unfinished business, chiefly connected with the police of the country, 
was left for the next Parliament ; the formation of which, appears at 
an early part of the Session to have occupied the thoughts of the 
French Canadian Majority, to the exclusion of the regular perfi)rm- 
ance of their legislative duties. 
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CHAP. IV. 
A. D. 1797-1798. 

Second ^rotineial Pariiamcnt. — The tecond House of Jsscmbfy more dcmocraiie 
and hostile to improvement than the firtt.—Mr, Fanet re-elected Speaker,-^ 
General Prescott*M Administration energetic and favorable to British 0»/o* 
ni»aiion,—New arrangement for the division of Revenue with Upper Cana- 
da,— Defects of this arrangement. — Attempt of the "Majority to alter the 
Soad Act.— This attempt defeated by the energy of the Government^ and by 
the support of men of property y alarmed at the riotous proceedings of the 
Peasantry,— Firench Emissaries fomenting discontent in the Province,— 
The Governor's Proclamation denouncing them, — Temporary Act for the 
better preservation of his MoJestyU Government— Bnd of the first Session,— 
Note on the Commercial Treaty betueen Great Britain and the United StateSf 
as affecting the Trade 0/ Lower Canada,— Second Session* — Preliminary 
observations on fhe bad conduct of the Land Granting Department, — Mea- 
sures of the Governor to obtain redress for Jhelinj'ured Settlers,— Boyal In* 
structiotts for the equitable arrangement of their claims and pretensions. — 
Intrigues of the Members of the Land Boards who obtain the support of 
Chief Justice Osgoodf.—Consequent resistance of the Executive Council to the 
publication of the Royal Instructions, — These disputes weaken the Government 
and encourage the ambition of the French Canadian Majority in the House 
ef Assembly^— Digression on the pernicious ejects of lavish grants ofLandf 
in Free and Common Soccage, causing a reaction in favor of the Feudal Te* 
nure,— Governor's Speech at the opening of the second Session^ and his warm 
recommendation of the interests of Upper Canada,— Improving conduct of 
the Minqrity.—Rising Jealousy between the Hguse q/* Assembly and the Le- 
gislative Council,— The Majority of the House of Assembly begins to show the 
eharacterisfic hostility of its successors to permanent Acts,— Much debating 
and lojs of time in the House of Assembly, — Reciprocal communication of 
Statutes between the popular branches ofth^ Legislatures qf Lower and Up^ 
per Canada.— End of the second Session, 

The election of IVf embem for the second Ilouse of Assembly was 
Muenced by the discontenta of the Peasf^ntry on account of the Road 
Act, by the alairmn of the Notaries and Lawyers, arising from the at- 
tempt to intcoduce the Englisb Commercial Law, in the Bankrupt Bill, 
and the vaulting ambition of several young men, who, in studying 
the Constitution, had perceived the extent of power conferred on the 
great mass of the population^ and expected to profit by flattering thei^ 
prejudices. Some or the successful Candidates indeed were political 
fanatics, fired by the perusal of the doctrines of the French Repub- 
licans, and of their supporters in the United States, being affected b v 
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such reading in the same myin^ r as the famous Don Quixote, who, 
by reading romances of chivalry, 3¥as led to devote his life to the re* 
dress of all imaginable mevances. The Majority of this House of 
Assembly, though it contained only eight Members of the first House, 
preserved and extended in^ its practice the principle of guarding, with 
jealousy, that monopoly of power conferred by the Acts, 14 Geo. 
IIL cap. 83, and 31 Geo. III. cap. 31, on French Canadians of the 
Romish religion, yi^ho alone might be said to be represented in. the po- 
pular branch of the Legislature of Lower Canada. It is true that four- 
teen Members of British origin were returned, and that the Executive 
had the Crown Lawyers and a few other officers belonging to the civil 
department in this House ; but it was soon evident that the influence of 
this Minority was much inferior to that of tbe first House of Assembly, 
and that the commercial interest had been materially weakened by the 
retirement of some zealous and indefatigable Members. Meantinie, 
Lord Dorchester, the Governor in Chief, had left the Province ; and his 
absence was soon particularly felt, in the want of that deference, to the 
views of the Executive, which a long and successful military and civil 
career had inspired in the minds of the elders of the community. 

The second House of Assembly having been organized by the re- 
election of Mr. J. A. Panet as Speaker, the first Session of this Pro- 
vincial Parliament was opened by the Lieutenant Governor, General 
Robert Prescott, 25th January, 1797, in a speech addressed as usiial 
to both Houses, replete -with business, but devoid of complimentary 
matter, conformably to the frank and military chaificter of his Excel- 
lency; The Addresses of both Houses on this occasion were nearly 
echoes to the Speech ; and the House of Assembly having expressed 
gratitude to his Majesty for the appointment of such a distinguislied 
officer to the government of the Province in the absence of Lord 
Dorchester, the compliment was acknowledged in the answer of his 
Excellency. 

The topics of the Lieutenant Governor*8 Speech were deliberated 
upon, and committees appointed for their examination, and the first 
being the Order of the Governor in Council, for the regulation of Trade 
between Lower Canada and the United States, under the late Com- 
mercial Treaty,* a Bill was speedily passed, continuing the Act which 

* The third article of this Treaty itiputated in pne part to the following effect :— 
That all merchandise that could be lawfully imported into his Majesty's territories 
in North America, might, for the purposes of commerce, be carried into the same by 
land and inland navigation, by the citizens of the United States, and that such merchan- 
dise should be subject to no higher or other duties than would be payable by his Msjes- 
ty*8 subjects on the importation of the same froqi Europe into the said tetritories ; and 
that, in like manner, all merchandise that could be lawfully imported into the United 
States, might freely be carried into the &ame as aforesaid, by his Majesty's subjects, 
and such merchandise should be subject to no higher duties than would be payable 
by the citizens of the United States on the importation of the same in American 
vessels into the Atlantic ports of the United States, and tbe same principle was re- 
ciprooallf applied to exports on either side. When this principle of apparent reci- 
procity aaxne into practice, it was found to operate almost eKcIusively in favor o( the 
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had authorised the framing and promij)|ption of that Order as the law 
of the land, till the Ist January, 1798, and from thence to t!ie end of 
the then next Session of the Proviiicial Parliament. This Bill which 
displayed much confidence in the administration of Lord Dorchester, 
was in some measure connected with a BDl for ratifying a provisional 
agreement for ascertaining the allowance of drawbacks to the govern- 
ment of Upper Canada, for the amount of all duties'^viedl on import- 
ed goods at the port of Quebec, which should afterwards be exported 
to that Province by the route of Coteau-du-Lac, from which draw- 
backs were to be deducted, the duties payable in Lower Canada, on 
all such goods from the United States as might be imported in the 
first instance into Upper Canada, and thence re-exported to Lower 
Canada by the route before mentioned. For this purpose, an Lispec- 
tor was appointed by the concurrence of both Governments, and res- 
ponsible to each, with extensive powers for the execution of his office. 
This arrangement substituted for the previous agreement of allowing 
to Upper Canada one eighth of the net produce of all duties of Cus- 
toms, levied under Acts of the Provincial Parliament of Lower Cana- 
da, at the port of Quebec, did not afford correct information, nor ob- 
tain a just division for either party. It originated in jealousy, and the 
disagreements to which it led, were so much aggravated by the perti- 
nacious conduct and insulating prejudices of the Majority of the 
House of Assembly of this Province, that during the administration 
of Lord Dalhousie, the Imperial Parliament interfered, as will in due 
season be described, re-establishing the principle of awarding a quota 
to Upper Canada by a mode of examination and arbitration, which, 
under many disadvantages to Lower-Canada, will probably continue 
so long as party prejudice and ambition shall be permitted to prevent 
the just and necessary measure of re-uniting those Provinces under 
one Legislature. 

Returning to the proceedings of the first Session of the second 
House of Assembly, we find a part of the Majority clamorous for al- 
terations in the Road Act, having pledged themselves to their consti- 
tuents, to use every effort for its modification, to suit the stagnant 
habits of the peasantry, whose ideas on such subjects, had been long 
obsolete in all commercial and civilised countries, and were more par- 
cularly contrary to those of the Settlers in Upper Canada, and in the 
lieighbouring States of America. The Executive and Commercial 
Minority, however, had sufficient influence to delay this retrograde 
movement, having derived much strength for this purpose, from the 
violent and seditious resistance to the law exhibited by some ignorant 
cultivators, who were so far misled by demagogues, as to endeavour 
to prevent the supply of the public markets with the necessaries of 

coniTneroe of the Unitdl States, whose enterprising inland traders brouf^ht into com- 
petition with the goods imported into Quebec by the British merchants, vast 
quantities of East India cottons, teas, silks, and in short the merchandise of the whole 
world. 
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Yife : thus T¥iore particularly alarming the citizens of Montreal a;nd 
Quebec, and strengthening the hand& of an intelligent and enterpris- 
ing Governor.* 

The course of previous events had also so much alarmed all men of 
capital and large landholders within the Province, that additional pow- 
ers were accorded to the Executive for the support of his Majesty's 
Government and the preservation of social order. The extension of" 
the revolutionary principles of France, by means of the press, being 
found difficult among the unlettered peasantry of Canada, Emissa- 
ries were employed to spread the contagion by oral communication : 
renegade adventurers in the pay of the French Minister Adet, near 
tbe Government o^the United States, were made known to the Pro-^ 
vincial Executive ; and a Proclamation, dated the 30th October, had 
been published by order of Lieutenant Governor Prescott, d^iouncing 
the practices of those Emissaries ; and in the most energetic manner, 
calling upon all Magistrates, Captains of Militia> and others, his Ma- 
jesty V good subjects, to apprehend all such disturbers of the peace 
ami tranquility of the country. This subject had been also {^resented 
to the deliberation of the Legislature at |he commencement of the 
Session ; and such alarming information was aflerwards communicated 
to the House of Assembly, by the Crown Lawyers, that the attention 
of the new Majority was turned, in a great degree, from petty and 
imaginary grievances^ to the means of displaying that loyalty to the 
King, which was so necessary to promote their ulterior views of am- 
bition. This Session, therefore, is distinguished by the extension of 
the Alien Act, to the end of the war, then existing between Great 
Britain and France, and by a still more fbrniidable law, extending to 
the 1st May, 1798, and entitled, "An Act for the better preservation 
** of his Majesty's Government, as by law happily established in this 
« Piovince."* By this Act, which was renewed from year to year^ 
till the year 1812, the Provincial law of Habeas Corpus could 
bp suspended at the discretion of the Executive ; and saving the 
privileges of the Provincial Parliament, all persons imprisoned by 
warrant, signed by three Executive Councillors, for treason, treason- 
able practices, or suspicion of the same, might be detained during the 
period beibre-mentioned, without bail or mainprise* 

Having thus provided, effectually, for the public peace, the remain- 
der of the Session was occupied with the discussion of various plans 
cx>nnected with the local establishments for the administration of Ju»- 
tice, the amelioration of the Police, and the introduction of Education 

* Tbrs plan of starving the cities, had been adopted with more success some years 
before, when the Governor nnd the Legislative Council having made an ordinance 
prescribing under a slight penahy, a small altoratton in the form of the Canadian 
train or cariole, the supply of provisions was attempted to be cut off. This riotous 
and almost treasonable proceeding, instead of exciting the energy required to sup. 
port the dignity of the Government, had the humiliating eflf'ect of intimidating It to 
a speedy repeal of a most valuable measure ; and this instance of submission bad, 
no doubt> been successfully quoted by the agitators of the Habitans in the year 1 796. 
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throughout the Province ; but nothing beyond resolves and addresses 
took place on those subjects till the following Session. The clos- 
ing speech of General Prescott, who had recently been appointed (io- 
Yemor General, was pronounced, on the 2d of May, conveying his fu- 
yourable opinion of the measures and disposition of both Housces, 
and stating such information of the late naval successes of Great Bri- 
tain, as showed that he, for the moment, supposed that the Members 
identified their interests with those of the United Kingdom, and would 
iieadily participate in the good or bad fortune which might attend her 
enterprises against her formidable foes. 

In tracing the progress of the ambition of the French Canadian 
Leaders of the late Houses of Assembly, we now approach a period 
when their views were in no small degree promoted by the bad con- 
duct of apart of his Majesty's Council, called the Land Board. This 
was a Committee of that body, specially charged with the manage-' 
ment of those portions of the Waste Lands of the Crown, which, by 
Listrucdonsfrom his Majesty's Government, dated the 16th September, 
1791, were to be grant^ with the combined views of more speedily 
settling the country, providing for the maintenance oCk Protestant 
Clergy, and restoring to his Majesty's allegiance, -many individuals, 
whose intentions of quitting the old Colonies after the Revolution, had 
been hitherto prevented, by a variety of discouragements, from tak- 
ing effect. To promote these combined views of the Government, it 
would, to a disinterested person, have seemed expedient and neces- 
sary — Ist, to choose a tenure of lands suited to the character and ha- 
bits of the expected Settlers. 2d. If, as forcibly suggested by such 
cbaracter and habits, the tenure chosen should be the English tenure 
df Free and Common Soccage, then the emancipation cff those Settlers, 
dr, at the least, their lands, from the rules of the French law, and 
placing them under English law, would alone be consistent and bene- 
ficial. 3d. Every means should have been devised, including publici- 
ty of proceedings, to prevent large quantities of lands from being mo-' 
nopolised by a few individuals ; and, for this purpose, the exaction, 
with vigilance, if not with rigour, of the performance of settlement 
duties was essentially necessary. 4th. To have appointed, as Mem- 
bers of this Board, persons adequately compensated by salaries, and 
free from suspicion of land-jobbing propensities, and to have subjected 
their conduct to frequent examination. 5th. To have placed at the 
disposal of this Land Board, under proper regulation, the pecuniary 
nieiuis of opening roads of comnninication from the proposed settle* 
ments to tike great river St. Lawrence, in the direction of Montreal, 
Three-Hivers, and Quebec. 6th. To have made an experiment on a 
moderate scale, and on a spot advantf^eously situated^ whence, as 
from a centre, new lines of settlement might have been extended. 
Tch. To have scrupulously avoided any such mode of locating reserves 
in behalf of ^ Clergy <»* of the Crown, as could interfere with the ef- 
folts of the Settlers to improve their properties and keep up an easy 
cottittiunication. Sth. Above all; to have supported the reputation of 
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the British Government for good faith and wisdom, by the strictest 
performance of all promises of encouragement and protection to Set- 
tlers leaving their native country, and resorting with their families to 
his Majesty's allegiance. 

Suffice it at present to say, that the Land Board utterly failed in 
roost of those particulars, disgracing the local administration, and pre- 
venting, for interested purposes, the fulfilment of the gracious inten- 
tions of his Majesty to encourage the settlement of the Waste Lands 
of the Crown, with a well selected and educated population of British 
origin. It is not too much to say that the Eastern Townships of 
Lower Canada, so early as the year 1798, by this nefarious coniiucty 
were deprived of the accession of thousands of Emigrants from the 
United States, skilled in Agriculture, and in all the arts connected 
with clearing and improving a new country. Those of the Emigrants 
who, relying on the terms of the invitation, had laid out all that they 
possessed or could borrow in making clearances and settlements, re- 
mained in penury ; and about this period, had succeeded in exciting 
the benevolence of Governor Prescott, who was seconded in his inves- 
tigation of the conduct of the Land Board, by a patriotic and faithful 
Secretary ; and in the first year of his administration, he convinced his 
Majesty's Government that the system hitherto pursued in the Land 
Granting Department^ was equally derogatory to the honour and to 
the interest of the Empire, and producing neither respectability, 
strength, nor revenue to the Province. But it is in the nature of 
every system, good or bad, of some standing, to accumulate the 
means of at least temporary support ; and it cannot be speedily and 
effectually overthrown, without powerful and judicious efforts. In 
the present instance, it fatally occurred that the remedy could, in the 
first instance, only be applied by a compromising choice of the evils 
introduced into the settlements, by the vicious system and conduct of 
the Land Board. Their bad faith had driven aWay most of the res- 
pectable Settlers ; and their culpable neglect had admitted many in- 
truders, whose only right was possession, and a kind of equitable claim 
of compensation for their labour and cultivation. The difficulty of 
devising an alleviation of these evils, was fully appreciated by his Ex- 
cellency, who, actuated by the most benevolent and extensive views, 
transmitted a full and fair representation of the cases of all the class- 
es of claimants to his Majesty's Government ; and in the year 1798, 
ample and liberal instructions to meet the emergency arrived. These 
instructions partly untied, and partly cut the gordian knot of difficul- 
ties; and were most remarkable in evincing the greatest anxiety, not 
only to redeem the pledged faith of Government, but even to enter into 
amicable arrangements for those pretensions of rights, which the culpa- 
ble neglect or connivance of the Land Board had given rise to. The re- 
presentations of the conduct of the Land Board producing those instruc- 
tions, do not appear to have been known, and the persons implicated, 
were almost taken by surprise; but they had time to make some prepar- 
ations for defence, which accidental circumstances rendered more effect 
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tual than could have been expected. The matter of the InstructionB 
aforded less hope of resistance, than the manner in which they iiad 
been obtained. The whole Executive Council had not been apprised 
of the nature of his £«xcelleney*8 communications with his Majes* 
tj's Government on the Land Granting System ; and so late as the 
17th of April, 1797, nothing farther had been intimated, than that 
Government contemplated to raise, by the disposal of the Waste Lands 
in future, a fund, to be applied towards defraying the expenses of 
the Provincial Government. The judicious silence of the Governor, 
BO necessary at that peculiar crisis to prevent the influence of Provin- 
cial intrigue upon the Colonial Department, was industriously repre- 
sented by tliose Members who were implicated in the malversations 
in question, as evincing a want of respect towards the Executive 
GoawM ; and the pride of Chief Justice Osgoode, the Chairman, at 
once, and his prejudices aflewards, were enlisted against his Excel- 
lency. Under such pernicious influenpe, the Council declared against 
the publication of the Instructions ; and on this point, to the great in- 
jury of British interests and principles in Lower Canada, an open 
breach took place between Governor Prescott and the Chief Justice, 
causing the return of both to England, leaving the claims of the most 
de^rving Settlers at the mercy of a Junta, who had conspired their 
ruin. 

Jt is not well ascertained wbeth^ the Majority of the House of As- 
sembly took an active part in these secret intrigues ; but it is certain 
that some years afterwards when the monopolising land jobbers had 
been countenanced by the Provincial Government, in driving out great 
numbers of Settlers whose pretensions of right were equitably consider- 
ed in the Instructions referred to, the House of Assembly gave way to 
their rooted hostility and prejudice against those unfortunate intrud- 
ers, and congratulated the Executive and the Country on the exter- 
mination of m^n who had been goaded into resistance l^y the most un- 
feeling conduct of those, who, without the intention pr even the means 
of performing the settlement duties, had prevailed on successive Ad- 
mistrations to give them grants exceeding a million of acres.* That 

* The acttlement duties now rery geDeraHy enforced by the Government of 
Upper Canada, and a failure in the execution of which leads to forfeiture are, to clear 
sod fence five acres on every hundred ncres granted, to build a bouse not less than 
I6 feet by 20 ; and to clear one half of the road in fVont of each lot ; an allowance 
for road, inde|«endent of the full quota granted, being left by the Surveyor, in every 
Mstence, ao that no lot is without a public highway. These settlement duties may 
h« Ta}ued at six pounds per bundled acres ; and if they had been rigidly enforced in 
Lowef Cfiaada^ we should never have heard of the crying abuses above mentioned ; 
nor would the majority of the Executive Council of that time, who approved (^ the 
9ondpet of their colleagues of the Land Board, have received six Townships. Oa 
^is Important subject, it may be permitted to anticipate a little, and here give our 
readers the information presented to the House of Assembly in the year 1824^ by 
the Surveyor General, who thus stated the division of the spoil. 
To 6 Executive Councillors, 6 Legislative Councillors, 1 Law Office for 
the Crown, and 7 Civil Officers of the Crown, one hundred and ninety-five 
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the Majority of the House of Assembly, representing in fact the occu- 
piers of ]and under the feudal tenure, should look on with complacen* 
cy while the ruin of the Settlements under the English tenure was 
perpetrating, was natural ; and we have presumptive proof of this dis- 
position in the recent attempts during the Administration of Lord Dal- 
housie to extend the feudal tenure, and consequently the French laws 
in every direction, by recommending to an English Monarch to abuse 
his prerogative, by erecting Seigniories, and thus prostrating every 
hope of the Anglification of this Province. 

The fatal events connected with the Land Granting abuses, have 
been dwelt upon, because they have a bearing on the ambitious career 
of the Majority of the late Houses of Assembly. The unfortunate 
men, injured by the monopolising Junta before mentioned, unaware 
of the mveterate prejudices and anti-British feelings of the Leaders of 
the French Canadians, attempted to obtain their interference, and 
though this was withheld under plausible pretences, the discontents 
against the Executive were secretly fostered, and the Government 
proportionably brought into the hatred and contempt of no small 
number of the population of English origin in the Province. We 
shall soon arrive at an epoch, when, feeling the strength of this ano- 
malous alliance, the Majority of the House of Assembly will assume 
a higher tone, appointing their grand committees of grievances, assum- 
ing the language of protectors, and uniformly exerting their influ- 
ence and their hired presses in excusing insubordinate conduct, except 
in such cases as interfere with that peculiar ambition which we have 
ascribed to them, of keeping their countrymen a separate people, dis« 
tinguished by French laws, a feudal tenure of lands, and a religion 
and language different from that of the Sovereign and of three fourths 
of the British nation. 

But from this anticipation of our history, we return to review the 
events of the second Session of the second Provincial Parliament of 
Lower Canada, which was opened by Governor General Prescott's 
Speech to both Houses, 20th February, 1798; in which we find him 
addressing the local Legislature, as if that body took a sincere interest 
in the fortunes of the British nation, and in the general measures of its 
Government; a mode of address, be it observed here, which was event- 
ually abandoned when the real disposition of the popular branch 
could no longer be disguised. The remainder of the Speech regarded 
the quota of the produce of Custom Duties to be allowed to Upper 
Canada, with a recommendation of the interest of that Province, as 
being intimately blended with that of Lower Canada, and stating his 
Excellency's opinion that the most liberal intercourse would be most 

thousand acres, as Leaders of Townships, exclusive of their Associates,...^ 195,000 
To 6 Merchants, as leaders of Townships, exclusive of their associates,..^ 11^900 
To a variety of persons from the United States, being almost the only Leaders 

posfessiog the will and the means of setding,.„......,<,w ...^.^.,«^ 376,200 
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conducive to their 'mutual advantage ; a renewal likewise of the Act 
for the preservation of his Majesty's Government was recommended, 
together with a perseverance in the harmony which his Excellency 
was pleased to say had hitherto influenced their deliberations. 

The English Minority in this Parliament abandoned almost every 
pretension to introduce innovations on French laws, coalescing with 
the French Canadian placemen, who happened to be Members of the 
Assembly ; and this Session is more distinguished by differences of 
opinion evinced in the details of measures than by any collision of 
principles in the popular branch of the Legislature. On the other 
hand, several Bills, including that for amending the Road Bill, were 
lost by the tenacity evinced by the House of Assembly and the Le- 
gislative Council, respectively, on some points ; and the influence of 
the Executive appeared to be exerted against that encrease of the 
number of parishes, and alteration of their boundaries, which were so- 
licited by a part of the Roman Catholic Clergy and Laity. Some un- 
quiet spirits having obtained seats in the Assembly, both sides of 
the House occasionally agreed in repressing their attempts at Legis- 
lation ; of these, Messrs. Black and Bouc were particularly viewed 
with jealousy ; and a proposal by the former, for the regulati^ of 
Notaries was chiefly neglected from want of respect for his personal 
conduct and private character. 

The Majority of the Assembly now began to shew their jealousy of 
permanent Acts, or of those of indefinite duration ; and in this res- 
pect their jealousy of the Executive was evinced by rejecting a clause 
introduced into the Bill for the better preservation of his Majesty's 
Government, which extended its duration till the end of the war, by 
a majority of 17 to 5. But great decorum continued to prevail ; and 
an addressr of thanks was voted to his Excellency for his Message, 
dated 16th March, accompanying various Documents on the Finan- 
cial relations of this Province with Upper Canada. Those Documents, 
shewing that the provisions of an Act of the last Session had not been 
satisfactory to the Legislature of Upper Canada, two Bills which af- 
terwards became laws, were introduced, allowing, for the previous 
year, a just proportion of the produce of Custom Duties to Upper Ca- 
nada, to be calculated agreeably to the certified Report of the Col- 
lector established at Coteau«du-Lac ; and appointing Commissioners 
to meet those of Upper Canada, for the purpose of coming to a bet- 
ter understanding with that Province on the subject of Custom Du- 
ties, and '• 071 the proportion to be received or to be paid of any Duties 
" already imposed or herenjter to be imposed.'* 

Much time appears to have been lost this Session ; for though the 
Road Act Amendment Bill and the Judicature Act Amendment Bill 
had been long deliberated upon, they were finally postponed. 

Towards the close of the Session, the Speaker communicated to the 
House a letter from the Speaker of the House of Assembly of Upper 
Canada, dated September, 1797, which accompanied three setts of the 
Acts of the Legislature of that Province^ and suggested the propriety of 
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a reciprocal communication of laws passed in each of the two Provinces, 
so intimately connected in political and commercllil relations. This 
suggestion had been promptly acted upon, the Speaker having immedi- 
ately sent in return three setts of the Ordinances of the Council and the 
Parliamentary Statutes passed in Quebec from the year 1 774<. 

This Session, leaving much unfinished business, was closed 17th 
May, 1798, by a Speech from the Governor General to both Houses, 
in which his Excellency congratulated them upon the internal peace 
and tranquility of the Country, which he ascribed to the well-founded 
conviction in the minds of the great majority of his Majesty's Subjects 
that they enjoyed the fullest protection of person and property, with 
that security against foreign aggression, which the powerful arm of 
Great Britain alone could have afibrded, amidst the collisions of the 
most warlike nations of the world. His Excellency further recom- 
mended to the Members the expediency of cherishing, among their 
constituents, those sentiments of loyal satisfaction which would render 
them worthy of the continued regard of the Sovereign, and of a par- 
ticipation in all the benefits whidi their connection with the British 
Empire was calculated to obtain. 
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CHAP. V. 
A/D. 1799 & 1800. 

Third Se$$tQn of the second Provincial ParliamenU^A hu»y Session^ prolijic in 
new Lavs. — Governor* s Speech,— Flattering Address of the House of Assembly , 
intended to mortify the LegislativeCounciL — Reading of a Bill before reading 
his Excellency's Speech, Symptoms of Improvement in conducting the bu- 
siness of the House, —Modifications of the Road Act, as far as regatded the 
Cities of Quebec and Montreal. — These Modifications described, and recom- 
mended as analogous to British and Colonial practice — Fennanent hostility 
to the principles of those modifiecUions in the Mck/ority of the Assembly and of 
the electi oe bjdy, — Bill for the establishment of Houses of Correction. —Defects 
of such establishments on the present systan. — Bill fi^r the better regulation of 
Weights and Measures. — Bill to provide aFund to defray the expense of build- 
ing Court' Houses.— Its principles deviated from afterwards.— Bill for re- 
enacting the Consolidation Act —Reflections on this Act. — Modification of the 
agreement with Upper Canada on the division of Revenue.— Bill fmr the re- 
gulation ofMaitres de Paste. —Attempt to encourage the Cultivation of I he 
Sugar Maple Tree,— Petitions for the establishment of new Parishes.— Gov- 
ernor*$ Speech at the end of the Session, mentioned in connection with his 
intended departure to London.— Fourth Session.— Preliminary remarks on 
the feelings of the French Canadians^ cu evinced by the failure in obtaining 
voluntary contributions.— Addresses to Governftr Prescott on his departure 
from the Province. —Accession of Sir Robert Shore Milnes as Lieutenant 
Gitvernor. — His long Administration, and its pernicious ej^ects on British 
Colonisation.— Hit first Speech described, with a remark upon the Address of 
the House of Assembly.— Attempt to obtain encouragement for the Cultiva-. 
Hon of Hemp, — Renewal of the Claim on the part of the Province to the Je* 
suits* Estates,— Address to the Lieutenant Governor on this subject.— His 
Excellency's Reply^^Bridge over the River Jacques Cartier, — Unsuccessful 
attempt on the part of the Minority to establish a qualification of Property 
for a seat in the House of A8sembly,—Expulsion of a Member without a call 
of .the House. — Encreased jealousy between the House of Assembly and the 
Legislative Council.— End of the second Howe of Assembly, and its charaC" 
ter. —Enumeration of new Acts. 

The third Session of tlie second Provincial Parlianent of Lower 
Canada, pnegnant with the deliberations of previous Sessions, was un- 
usually prolific in laws, principally, however, of a local description. 
It was opened on <the 28th of March, 1759, with a Speech from the 
Governor-General, which alluded to the late important exploits of his 
Majesty's Navy, under the command of the heroic Nelson; recommend- 
ed the xe-enactment of the Consolidation Act, and the continuation 
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of the Act for the better preservation of his Majesty's Government, to 
the support of which in due vigour, was justly ascribed the peace, 
prosperity^ and extending commerce of the Country. 

Tbe Addresses of both Houses in reply, were nearly echoes of the 
Speech ; and, owing probably to the knowledge possessed by the Ma- 
jority of tlie House of Assembly of the differences between the Gov- 
ernor and several Members of the Executive and the Legislative 
Councils on the Land-business, the language of the Commons was flat- 
tering to his Excellency, whose Administration was characterised as 
benevolent* 

The vigilant ambition of the Majority appeared, in adopting an 
anaiagous practice of the House of Commons of Great Britain, by 
postponing the reading of his Excellency's Speech till after their privi- 
lege of originating laws should, as matter of form, be exercised. Ac* 
cordingly» when the House had returned from the Legislative Coun- 
cil Chamber, where the Provincial Parliament had been opened, a 
Bill continuing a previous Act for the appointment of Returning Offi- 
cers -was read for the first time ; after which the Speaker reported the 
Speech of the Governor ; and a Committee of five Members was ap- 
pointed to frame an Address. 

Some improvement in conducting the routine of public business 
was evident this Session ; for we find that the renewal of expiring 
laws occupied the first attention of the Legislators ; and the Bills 
were promptly brought in and considered. 

The violent aggressions on the public authorities by the opponents 
of the Road Act, having been properly resisted by the Governor, 
those who had any just grievances resorted to Constitutional mea- 
sures, prajring for a modification of some of the enactments ; and a 
Bill was introduced which became a law this Session, modifying and 
improving the previous Act, with reference chiefly to the cities and 
vicinities of Quebec and Montreal. This Act, imposing an Assess- 
ment on Rent, and enacting a composition for public labour, is analo- 
gous to what, in Great Britain and Upper Canada, is termed Coun- 
ty Rates, a species of local and direct taxes, which forms the legiti- 
mate fund for the expenses of local establishments and improvements. 
It will hereafter appear that the Majority of the House of Assembly, 
influenced both by interest and anti-commercial prejudices, were re- 
solved to raise by taxes on Commerce, instead^ of County, or rather 
District Rates, the means of building and repairing Court-Houses 
and Gaols, thus deviating, in an important point, from the practice of 
other Countries, and leading to a lavish expenditure of the public mo- 
nies. 

The increasing population of the Province, attended by a large 
augmentation of inhabitants in Quebec and Montreal, exposed to the 
usual temptations, prescribed the necessity of a Legislative Provision 
for the correction of various minor oflbnders ; but the views of the 
Legislature at that time extended no farther than to make distinctions 
between the prisoners in the District Gaols, confined asi:ulprits> and 
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others confined for panishments awarded. The first eisay towaids % 
House of Correction merely declared the Common Gaol to be a le- 
ceptacle for various minor ofTenders, who should be employed at haid 
labour, under the superintendance of Commissioners, interfering in no 
small degree with the responsibilities of the Sheriff, and leading to in- 
conveniencies which can only be removed by establishments for the 
Correctional Police of Quebec and Montreal, entirely separated Grom 
the Common Prisons of the Districts. The Act for the restricted pur- 
pose aforesaid, however, gave rise to various temporary expedienU^ 
tending to show the necessity of establishing, as soon as poaslbie, m 
House of Correction, worthy of the name ; and of which the Instita* 
tions of the United Kingdom and of the United States afford ao maaj 
models. 

The Bill for the better regulation of Weights and Measures thn»i^« 
out the Province, which became a law this Session, was of great uti* 
lity ; but in the course of its discussion, the tenacity of the Majoritjr 
to old denominations, was particularly evinced in retaining tlie Caina* 
dian Minot, wliich is about eight per cent larger than the Winchester 
bushel, and five per cent latigec: than the bushel comprised in the Im- 
perial Quarter of eight bushels^ established . in England in the year 
1825. 

The House of Assembly was employed in deliberating on the con- 
tinuation of various temporary Acts, and on the Bills before men- 
tioned, till the 23d April, when a Message was received firom his Ex- 
cellency signUying his Majesty^s gracious intention to advance a suffi- 
cient sum of Money for the erection of Court Houses in the Districts 
of Quebec and Montreal. An address of thanks was voted for this 
Message ; and a Bill was soon after introduced for thej>urpose<^ap- 
plying this Money by Commissioners, and devising means of repay- 
ment. The expenses were limited to Five Tho^isand Pounds for 
Quebec and Montreal respectively; and the means of repayment 
were established by taxes on various Writs, issuing in due course 
of law in his Majesty's Provincial Courts. This Bill having be- 
come a law, had a considerable influence on the future conduct of the 
Majorities of the House of Assembly, who, being partly composed of 
Lawyers, were led by professional interest to deprecate such restric- 
tions upon the litigious spirit of their clients. Taxes on Merchandise 
were more agreeable to that influential profession ; and were success- 
fully recommended as the ways and means for providing, at m future 
day, new Gaols for the Districts of Quebec, Montreal, and Three 
Rivers. 

The re-enactment of the Consolidation Act, which had not been 
assented to by his Majesty in the time limited by the Constitution, 
was carried through with the utmost unanimity ; and as this law has a 
bearing upon the Financial disputes, which have long agitated the 
branches of the Provincial Legislature, it may be proper here to state 
its object and consequences. The object of this Act, 39 Geo. HL 
cap, 9, was to obtain the repeal of the British Act 14 Geo. HI. cap 88, 
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and 28 Geo. III. cap. 39 — and by ofTering a permanent Act, with per- 
manent appropriations amounting to Twelve Thousand Pounds Ster- 
ling, to obHterate all traces, of Taxation by the Imperial Grovemment 
for the purposes of internal Revenue.^ The consequences of a compliance, 
on the part of the British Parliament with the object of this Colonial 
Act would bave been, theorelicaliy at least, to make the existence of his 
Majesty's Civil Government depend on the will of the Canadian' Legis- 
lature. The British Ministry, however, have never moved Parliament 
to comply with the conditions of this Act, which remains a dead let- 
ter upon the Statute Book of Lower Canada. This hesitation was 
the most decisive proof then afforded by his Majesty's Government, 
that the operstion of the Constitutional Act had not answered the ex- 
pectation of its f^amers^ and, aware of the composition of our local 
Le»istature, no person, acquainted wfth the tende&eies of Colonial af- 
fairs, and sincerely attached to the British ccNnnectipi), can avoid ac- 
knowledging the judicious condvci of the Colonial Department, 
which seems perfectly to have cfnd^rstood thai there are occasionally 
repeated and urgent calls to action,, which true policy a^gge&ts the 
expediency of answering, by doing noMng at filL 

But, returning to the proceedmg^ of the Hottse of Assembly, we 
have to remark, that the negociations between the Commissioners of 
Lower Canada, respecting th« division of Revenue, was successful; gnd 
that additional articles of agreement, one of whicli SHspende4 the ex- 
ecution pf the 6th article of the previous agreement, which sUp.iikited 
the imposition by Upper Canada of the same duties oa imports from 
the United States into that Province, as existed on* imports from those 
States into the Lower Province, were sanctione^l. Thia part of the 
arrangement jvas extremely favourable lo JUpper Canada^ and was 
permitted to exist so long as the Govemmeat of the United ^States 
abstained from imposing duties on imports from Upper Canada.* 

As connected with the Road Act, we should mention thai the case 
of Maitres dc Poste, or persons keeping horses and carrmges* foi the 
accommodation oftravellers, was taken into consideration this Session, 
and that a law was passed regulating the duty and compensation of 

* To persons desfrous of taking m rttrospeft of tlio iattrctMirse between this Pro* 
vince and Upper Canada, it may not be uninteresting lo state the dutiable Articks 
leported as having passed upwards by Coteau du Lac, Bame)^ i-» 
58,989^ gallons of Jamaica Spirits, or Ruaa^ 
2,625 do. foreign Brandy, or SpirilB> 

638 dA. Molasses, 
5000| do. Madeira Wine, 
1%804 do. Port and all other Wines except Madeiva, 
28,80 1 lbs. of Loaf or Lump Sugar, 
J 1,520 do. Muscorado Sugar, 
8,445 dsK Coffee, 

3 da Leaf Tobacco, 
],l8i^ paeka Playing Cards, 
2,914 ininots Salt. 
The 2^ per cent, duty on dry goods did not exist at this time; consequentTyi the 
amoHnt of them aad of many odier artictes cannot be fotmd in the Report. 
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those persons in a manner which encouraged the intercourse hj land 
between the principal Cities, on the line of the St. Lawrence, varying 
the rates of milage according to the state of the roads in tliB Spring and 
Autumn, and admitting of an extra charge fo/ relays of homes requir- 
ed by persons travelling in their own carriages. 

Several abortive projects for the encouragement of articles of Ca- 
nadian produce were brought forward, and among others, a Bill for the 
preservation of the Sugar Maple and Plane Trees, with a view to the 
extension of the manufacture of Sugar. In a Commercial Colony, in- 
terested in keeping up an intercourse with the British Sugar Colonies, 
tiiis proceeding was of doubtful expediency, and was opposed by the 
Mercantile interest, ..ith the same views as any direct encouragement 
for the manufacture of Whiskey would now be opposed. 

Applications for the establishment of new Parishes were again 
made this Session, but without effect ; and the remote concessions, 
inhabited by persons of the Romish Religion, were accommodated 
with Missionaries, it being considered that the establishment of new 
Parishes was a matter of State policy, worthy of the deliberation of 
the Imperial Parliament, and which long afterwards was attempted to 
be provided for in the postponed Bill for uniting the Legislatures of 
Lower and Upper Canada, in the year 1822. 

At the end of this Session of the Provincial Parliament, .3d June, 
1799, the Royal Assent was given to ten Bills ; and, in his closing 
Speech to both Houses, the Governor in Chief bestowed ample praise 
on the Members of the House of Assembly, appearing to solicit from 
them a testimony to their Constituents m favour of his public con- 
duct ; and it is probable, from the unusual warmth of his expressions, 
that his Excellency was desirous of obtaining farther proofs of attach- 
ment to his Administration before visiting London, where his presence 
had unfortunately been rendered necessary, in consequence of his dif- 
ferences with Chief Justice Osgoode and the Executive Council, on 
the subject of publishing his Majesty's gracious Instructions, to faci- 
litate a jusi and Hberal arrangement of the Claims of numerous de- 
serving Individuals, who had been invited to lay out their money and 
labour upon the Waste Lands of the Crown. 

Before treating of the Fourth and last Session of the Second House 
of Assembly, it will be proper to allude to some events which throw 
Hght upon the spirit and ambition of the Majority of that Body, and 
^pon the general disposition of their Constituents, to whose sense so 
many and fatiguing appeals, by repeated dissolutions and re-elections, 
have been made, in his Majesty *s name, since the year 1809. 

The extraordinary efforts required to carry on the War between 
Great Britain and the Revolutionary Government of France, having 
nearly exhausted the ingenious devices of Taxation, the Prime Minis- 
ter, the illustrious Mr. Pitt, was induced to feel the Pulse of the Na- 
tion, by calling for voluntary contributions for the support of the 
just and necessary War, in which, foe the preservation of the Thrones, 
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the Altars and the Independence of European States, His Majesty 
and his Allies were engaged. The result proved that the Pulse of 
the British people beat high with loyalty and patriotism. The Con- 
tributions, in which the widow^s mite was not despised, produced 
millions of money in the United Kingdom ; and the occasion was 
seized with avidity by Britons throughout the world, to manifest their 
2eal for the National Cause, and for the Support of the Imperial Gov-* 
em men t. Persons of this description, and the more immediate ad- 
herents of the Administration of Lower Canada? in Quebec, Montreal, 
Three Rivers and William-Henry, attempted to second the general 
movement, and, by their example, to draw from the pockets of the 
French Canadians and their Representatives, a few thousands of 
pounds, but without effect. The French Canadians and their influ- 
ential Representatives, from the causes already mentioned, had in no 
manner sympathised with the British Nation, nor identified themselves 
with its fortunes or its glory. On the contrary, the disposition of the 
** Nation Canadienne" and the ambition of its Representatives, fos- 
tered by the preposterous policy of the Conquering Power, were id 
remain a separate people, distinguished from Englishmen by Laws, 
Language, Manners and Customs of their own. Under such circum- 
stances, it was unnecessary for the Majority of the House of Assem- 
bly to take open measures against the Subscription, to alarm the 
Peasantry by the spectre of Taxation and bad precedents; they 
merely acquiesced in the national feeling expressed in the proverb, 
" Charity begins at home" adding significantly, on the present occa- 
sion, that it ought also to end there. The result may be easily guess- 
ed by our readers : instead of obtaining fifty thousand pounds, as 
some sanguine calculators expected, from a Province containing that 
number of Householders, the Subscription was chiefly confined to 
persons of British origin in the Cities ard Boroughs, and did not ex- 
ceed one tenth of that sum, th; ^ jghout the Canadas. 

A contemporaneous event, however, showed that a little manage- 
ment could obtain compliments and professions, costing little, and 
pledging less of money or service. The intention of Governor Pres- 
cott to visit London produced Addresses warmly expressed and nu- 
merously subscribed ; and the few who sincerely esteemed that excel- 
lent' man were joined by the many who considered his vigorous Ad- 
ministration as unfavourable to their views, combining expressions of 
sorrow for his departure with their secret hopes that he would never 
return. 

The Administration now, with diminished lustre, was to be con- 
ducted by a Civil Governfdr ; and the long continuation of Sir Robert 
Shore Milnes, in the capacity of Lieutenant Governor, had a lasting 
effect on the Affairs of the Province, by producing those comproinia- 
ing measures which entirely lost sight of the means of rendering the 
Canadas subservient to the interest of the Empire at large. This Ad- 
ministration, indeed, was chiefiy occupied in dividing Among its 
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gfeedy adherents the wrecks of the N^w SettiemeDts on the Free and 
CommoD Soccage Lands ; and, in the absence of a Military Governor, 
Lawyeis and Priests encreased their influence and intrigues, while 
Qotbing but the tenacity or vis inertia of Government and Party was 
displayed. If our readers, however, were satisfied with appearances 
on papery they would admire the interested jugglery now displayed 
by the Executive, in numerous gi-ants of Townshijis, under pretext of 
settling the Waste Lands of the Crown. To a judicious observer, 
however, the List of Grants, during this long Adniiuistration, conveys 
tlie revolting idea of vast tracts of fertile Land being conveyed to 
persons devoid alike of the talent and capital requisite to form bene- 
ficial Settlements ; while the conduct of tliose monopolists, in eject- 
ing many deserving occupants of those Lands, furclbly reminds us cf 
the bittjer ^arcasrn ef Galgacus against the Romans, *^ token they have 
made a desert they call it peace" 

Hiis Session was opened by tlie Lieutenant Governor, 5th March, 
ISOO, with a Speech to both Houses ; in which he alluded to the tran- 
quillity i«s\ired to Canada, and to Kh& other Dependencies of the Brit- 
isli Empire in North America, by the protection of his Majesty's 
ArcBs; but, considering the unabated spirit of intrigue which charac- 
terised tlie French Government, then admimstered by Napoleon Buo- 
naparte, as First Consul, he recommended the continuance of these 
temporary Laws, fop the support of his Majesty's Government and the 
regulation of Aliens, which had already produced the most salutary 
efecitH. Adverting to a contagious disease which bad prevailed 
aoiiaqg the Troops landed from a Transport towards the close of the 
past year, he recommended a revisal of the Quarantine Act, and the 
investment of tli^e I^x^cutive, with additional powers for the preven- 
tion of the introduction and spreading of such diseases. His Excel - 
le^ey, addreasiaag the House of Assembly, next promised a state- 
ment of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown, and alluded to the 
cheerful and successful manner in which tlie British Nation support- 
ed the unexampled bmthens of the War. Addressing both Houses, 
he injudiciously boasted of an alledged success in obtaining voluntary 
Contributions, within the Province, for the support of the War in 
Europe ; and, after a transition to the friendly relations then existing 
with the United States, his Excellency ended with stating that he 
ieenied it unnecess«iry to recommend to both Branches of the Legis- 
latare, a continuation of that zealous attention to the pubUc welfare, 
which, h^ was pleased to say, had hitherto so highly distinguished 
their pxoceiedings. 

The Addresses of both Houses were nearly echoes to his Excellen- 
cy's Speech ; but ^e Majority of the House of Assembly, very judi- 
ciously prevented any allusion to the paragraph which boasted of vo- 
luntary Contributions, well knowing how little share themselves or their 
Constituents had in such i^ken^ of loyalty ; but this Body coincided 
H'ith the Legislative Council in complimentary expressions to liis Ex- 
cellency on hia accesision to the Government of the Province. 
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1 he House of Assembly began the public business, by adverting 
to the expiring Laws ; and it was resolved to take the Speech of his 
Excellency into consideration, the 12th March. On the 10th of 
March, an attempt was made by the Commercial Minority, to obtain 
some direct encouragement by bounty, for the culture of Hemp, an 
article to which the soil of some parts of the Province was said to be 
well adapted, and which the wants of the British Navy would render 
saleable at a fair remunerating price in the British Market. But, 
when a motion was make to refer the subject to a Committee of five 
Members, the Majority, remarking that the demand for the article 
would chiefly depend upon the contingency of a long duration of the 
present War, negatived the question ; and they have generally refused 
to vote the money of their Constituents for similar purposes, leaving 
such objects to the influence of external Commerce, and to the pa- 
tronage of the Imperial Government. 

After the House had expeditiously passed the Bills for continuing 
the Act for the better preservation of his Majesty's Government, and 
for the regulation of Commerce between this Province and the United 
States, the Majority resumed the subject of the Estates of the lately 
proscribed and extinct Order of Jesuits, which they had learned had 
recently been taken possession of by the Executive under the prero- 
gative of Conquest, and the reservation of Rights mentioned in the 
capitulation of Montreal, and again adverted to in the unrepealed 
clauses of the Act 14, Geo. III. cap. 83. Jealous of this legitimate 
appropriation of Estates, the Revenue of which if afterwards applied by 
the Crown to purposes of Education might not be so applied as to 
suit the views of keeping the Nation Canadienne a separate people, 
the Majority voted an Address to his Excellency, praying for certain 
documents to facilitate the investigation of the Claims and Pretensions 
of the Province on the Jesuits' College, converted into 'Barracks, and 
to the Estates of that Order originally granted by the King of France, 
for the purpose of educating the Natives of the Country. The reply 
of his Excellency stated, that in consequence of the Address of the 
First House of Assembly, on the 11th April, 1793, the Claims of the 
Pi'ovince had been considered by his Majesty in Council, and that 
the result of this consideration had been an Order to take possession 
for the Crown ; that if, after this explanation, the House should deem 
it advisable to investigate, they should have access to the Documents 
required ; but his Excellency having insinuated that farther applica- 
tion on the subject might be inconsistent with their accustomed re- 
spect for the decisions of his Majesty on matters connected with his 
Prerogatives, the House passed to the order of the day ; and the 
Jesuits' Estates and the Commissioners for their management have 
ever since been merely topics of occasional declamation in the Grand 
Committee of Grievances. 

Among Local Matters should be mentioned a Bill which became a 
Law for the erection of a Bridge over the River Jacques Cartier, the 
rapidity of whose current had recently been fatal to passengers in the 
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ferry-boats. The Expenditure on this object was to be fifteen hun- 
dred pounds, which, as usual, the Majority would not suffer to depend 
upon a County Rate, but ordered to be taken from the General Fund 
of Taxation on Commerce, 

This Session is rendered remarkable by an abortive attempt to es- 
tablish a qualification to entitle persons to be elected Members of 
the House of Assembly, a subject which long afterwards was intro- 
duced into the Union Bill of the year 1822. It will hereafter appear 
that the Majority were more inclined (as in the instance of refusing 
admission to a Jew) to establish a Religious Test than a pecuniary 
qualification. 

The expected General Election and other circumstances produced 
frequent instances of adjournment of the House, and of Committees 
for want of a quorum ; but an attempt, towards the end of the Ses- 
sion, to reduce the Quorum from 17 to 10, was resisted as tending to 
sacrifice the interest of the Ruling Party to the Business of the Coun- 
try, which appears to have been readily postponed for Electioneering 
purposes ; and this Session passed without a call of the House, not- 
withstanding the following important affair. Afler some preliminary 
proceedings, including a hearing of Counsel, the House, on the 2d 
April, resolved, by a Majority of 21 to 8, that C. B. Bouc, Esq., having 
been convicted in the Court of King's Bench, Montreal, of a conspira- 
cy, with sundry other persons, to defraud Etienne Drouin of divers 
large sums of money, be expelled the House of Assembly. 

The Majority showed great jealousy of all measures originating in 
the Legislative Council ; and on this account, some necessary amend- 
ments of the Judicature Act had been long retarded. On the 8th 
April, a Bill for this purpose, sent down by the Council for concur- 
rence, was taken into consideration ; but little progress was made in 
it during the remainder of the Session. 

The want of a Quorum, before mentioned, was the principal cause 
of much unfinished Business being left for the consideration of a New 
Parliament ; and having prolonged the Session with little effect, dur- 
ing April and May, it was closed on thp 20th of the latter month, 
with a Speech from his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, of the 
most conciliatory description. This course, on the eve of a General 
Election, may have suited the purpose of the Executive ; but we think 
that the praise that could at any time be justly bestowed on this Par- 
liament, is rather of a negative description. This Second House of 
Assembly displayed no extensive views for the improvement of the 
Country, either in Agriculture or in Commerce; and it is worthy of 
remark, that though, their Financial Concerns were so nearly connect- 
ed with the Trade of the Country, no General Statement of the Im- 
ports and Exports is to be found in their Journals. 

Besides continuations of previous Acts, the following Laws were 
made this Session : — An Act to give further powers to the Executive 
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GiO>verniT)e«it to prevent the introduction or spreading of Infectious 
oif Contagious Dise^Jses in this Province ; An Act fqr the Erection of 
a 6ri4g^ on the Jliver Jacques Carder ; A Declaratory Act respect- 
ing Suits for Criminal Conversation ; an Act to prevent the harbour- 
ing of Runaway Seamen* 

tSoTTK.-^JwBn Josepli Ca^ot. th^lastyfUM Canadian J«puitf. <1ifd on (be 10th 
MarcU, 1800| and t^ ez^ctation vf this event gave occasion to the present renewal 
ot tbu Que&tiiw vlikh bad i^ot been agiuted in ^e Asseqablj since the year 1793- 
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CHAP. VL 
A. D. ISOl & 1802. 

General FJ«:tion Jor ike Third Houte of AuenA^y.—'Tke Executive prettentt 
the return of any Member inimicai to the Land Board*— Composition of the 
House described.^ Party Spirit not yet an impediment to Public Buaineu. 
'-The Imperial Government apparently unaware of the obstacles to Angli- 
fication caused by the Constitutional Acts — First Session*— Mr, Panet is re* 
elected fJpeakcr, — Lieutenant Governor*s Speech.— The Address of the Hottse 
of Assembly i in alluding to Free Schools, shows its exclusive attachment to 
the "SSrench Language. —Re-election of C B, Boucy the expelled Member. — 
HiM ease compared with thai of John Wilkes. ^This Session remarkable far 
the number of Acts passed, — Judges and Lawyers combine with the Otuntry 
Members in taxing Commerce.— This system of J^xttion^ and a temportny 
pro perityy produce a lavish disposition of Public Monies.— Act empjwering 
the Judges of the Court of King's Bench to make Rules and Orders of Prae- 
tice, — Impotent consequences of the exercise of th 'Se powers at a future day. — 
Lebates on the Act respecting Wills and Testaments, — The introduction of the 
T>eciaory Oath censured.— Abortive attempt to modify the Feudal Law asre^ 
spects his Mt^festy's Tenants en Boture.— Supply to his Majesty by twoperma^ 
nent Acts.^'Actfor the Advancement of Learning,— Obstacles to the execulioti 
of this Act,— Act fur removing the old Fortifications of Montreal, —Fnd of ike 
Session.— Second Session*— Preliminary Bemarks. — TheFxecutive eludes the 
dangei -. us consequences of the powers of the Popular Branchy by tempjris- 
ing expedients, — Allusion to the Civil List— Lieutenant Govemor*s breech. 
— The Address of the Assembly re-echoes his abuse of the American Settlers 
infected by the Patentee t,— Abortive attempt to improve the Road Act, by Mr, 
Taschei eau.—Lespatch of Business. — Utility of Executive Councillors in the 
House of Assembly. — Iticonveniencies caused by their future exclusion. — Act 
to encourage the culture of Hemp.-Attejnpt to obtain a pecuniary allow- 
ance for the service of Members of the Assembly, defeated by the temporary 

toMbination of English Members and Canadian Placemen This Session 

closed with a Speech suited to the temporising views of Sir Robert Shore 
!Milnes* Administration. 

The Electianfi of the Members for the Third House of AssembJy of 
Lower Canada, were distinguished by considerable warmth ; and some 
ifttportant local ititerests, combined with personal and professional am- 
bition, to render a seat in the House of Assembly an object of competi- 
tion. The Executive, anxious to prevent the arrangements of the Land 
Business from being disturbed, took great pains to keep out any one 
likely to represent the persons aggrieved by those arrangements ; aad 
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they succeeded so well in this object, that the disappointed Settlers 
could not second their views of obtaining relief through a mission to 
London, by exciting some interest in their favour in the House of As- 
sembly. 

The Executive were then able to return whom they pleased for the 
Borough of William-Henry ; and they, therefore, instructed the At- 
torney-General, Mr. Sewell, to try his fortiine as a Candidate for the 
County of Quebec ; for which purpose, Mr. Black retired in his fa- 
vour ; but the French Canadian interest was too strong, and that Of- 
ficer owed his seat in the House to his Majesty's Borough, aforesaid. 
In the Borough of Three-Rivers, also, the Executive prevailed ; while 
in the Cities of Quebec and Montreal, the Mercantile interest com- 
bined with the Executive, hi returning a favourable majority ; and on 
ft review of the whole composition of this Third House of Assen^bly, 
it might have been predicted that the immediate interests of the Gov* 
ernment, apart from any views of the anglification of the Country, 
and of making beneficial Settlements of the Crown Lands, would be 
upheld ; and that the influence of men in ofEce would be so much in- 
creased as to produce a considerable jealousy and reaction on thepart of 
the French Canadians at a future day.* This House consisted of 
thirty-six French Canadian and fourteen English Members ; and 
among those fifty were four Members of the Executive Council, three 
Judges of the Court of King's Bench, four Seigneurs, Proprietors un- 
der the Feudal Tenure, some Notaries and Lawyers, including the At- 
torney > General and Solicitor-General, three Merchants engaged in 
extensive Fweign Trade, three holders of minor Offices under Gov- 
ernment, thirteen Habitants or Peasants, some of vohom were unable 
to write their names, the remainder consisting of Inland Traders, Auc- 
tioneers, Shopkeepers, &c. This Assembly, indeed, was as. well com- 
posed as the circumstances of the Country and its vicious Constitu- 
tion, giving almost universal siiffrage to the French Canadians^ would 
permit ; — and the business done, in its contracted sphere, will prove 
the activity of various interests, influencing the march of the Admi- 
nistration. It will also be observed, that party spirit and competi- 
tion between the Branches of the Legislature could still be soothed 
into compromise, and that measures rather than the men or the depart" 
ments in which they originated, were taken into consideration* Mean- 

* Hie following Members generally voted with the Governraent r— (Exeeutiv« 
Councillors and Officers under Government) : Messrs. Young, M'GiU, Leet, De 
Sonnet P. L. Panel, Sewell, Foucher, Crai^, Caldwell, Coffin, PlanlS, J?afty:— (Law- 
yers and Merchants) ; Jfalker, Lester, Betl, Badglet/ r"^[Seigaeurs) ; Jamet CtUhbert, 
Mobs CuthberL 

There was no formidable oppositicm to the restricted and temporising views of 
this Administration ; but the following names were generally adverse to Govern- 
ment measures during the present Session : Messrs* Sedard, Poulin, ArchambauU, 
and Tdllier, Both sides of the House, however, were unanimous in granting Sup- 
plies to bis Majesty in aid of the permanent Revenuei whkh already exceeded tweo^ 
t> thou^nd pounds sterling* 
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time, the British Government, losing sight of the consequences of th9 
Constitutional Acts, 14 and 31, Geo. III., appear, by the Instructions 
of the Colonial Department, to have adverted to the anglification of 
the Country as a mere matter of routine ; and the very terms of that 
part of his Excellency's Speech which alluded to the establishment 
of Free-Schools, hereafter mentioned, proved that they had no idea of 
the obstacles to their wishes of spreading the English Language, vohich 
their own Acts, as aforesaid^ had created. 

This Third IVovincial Parliament was begun on the 1st January, 
1801, by the preliminary arrangement of choosing a Speaker, when 
some feeble attempts were made by the Minority — first, to choose a 
French Canadian Placeman, in the person of Judge Debonne — and 
next to elect a British-born Subject, and Executive Councillor, Mr. 
Young ; but Mr. J. A. Panet, the former Speaker, being the choice of 
the Majority, was approved by Lieutenant Governor Milnes, in terms 
of eulogium exceeding the accustomed forms of etiquette and reserve, 
practised by his predecessors. 

On the 10th January, the House being returned from the Legisla- 
tive Council Chamber, and the salvo of privilege having taken place, 
by giving leave to introduce and read a Bill, the Speaker reported his 
Excellency's Speech, embracing a variety of topics, chiefly connected 
with the immediate wants and the Police of the Province. After al- 
luding to the uncertain results of negociations for Peace in Europe, 
his Excellency recommended a continuance of the Acts for the better 
preservation of his Majesty's Government and the regulation of Aliens ; 
and, adverting to the recent distressing Fires which afflicted Quebec, 
he recommended that some regulations should be made, to render the 
assistance of the Public more immediate and effectual on such occa- 
sions. Having next recommended a provision for the support of the 
Insane and Foundlings, and promised to submit a Statement of the 
Provincial Revenue of the Crown and of the Expenditure, remarking, 
at the same time, the encrease of Trade, his Excellency communicat- 
ed the intentions of his Majesty to set apart a suitable portion of the 
Lands of the Crown, and appropriate their Revenue for the purpose of 
supporting a competent number of Free-Schools for the instruction of 
the rising generation, in the first rudiments of useful Learning, and in 
the English tongue, and also, as occasion might require, for founda- 
tions of 'a more large and comprehensive nature. ^ 

By command of his Majesty, the Lieutenant Governor acknowledged 

* The Act which was passed this Session, in consequence of the communication 
aforesaid, and entitled " An Act for the establishment of Free- Schools and for the 
" advancement of Learning in this Province,*' contemplated two objects—- the esta- 
blishment of Colleges by a Corporation called the Royal Institution, which, during 
nearly thirty years, has remained inefficient, and the erection of Free- Schools, which 
party and sectarian obstacles made difficult of execution. The natural jealousy of 
the French Canadians was roused by the povrer which this Act gave to the Govern- 
nient, in appointing Teachers and in diminishing the accustomed controul of the 
Romlih Clergy in the education of the people. A different plan originally brought 

H 
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Che loyalty of his GaDadmn Subjects, ah evinced by the voluntary 
CotttributioDS adverted to in our last Chaipter^ and be concluded hU 
Speech by anticipating unanimity and dispatch in Pabtic Business 
from Members whom l)e personally recognised as acquainted with 
the necessary routine, and animated with correct viewi of the public 
welfare. 

The Addresses of both Houses were filled with cdmpHments to his 
Excellency, and expressions of loyalty to his Majesty ; but it is wor« 
thy of remark, that the Assembly, in nearly echoing the clause of the 
Speech respecting Free-Schools, omitted the words " English tovgue' 
— shoitring that this part of the ptoposed instruction was uncongenial 
to the feelings of the Majority ; and it will hereafter appear that the 
preservaiion of ike French 'tongue^ and Us employmevt in the comwuni^ 
caftan of English {JonstittUional Laws and trecedents were jKirammn4 
object in iheir minds. The Coin of the Reahn excepted, they were 
disposed to quarrel with every thing that was not presented in a Ft^och 
dress ; and this propensity was very much indulged in their social and 
political intercourse with the King's Representative, who carried his 
complacency to an unprecedented extent) in theannalsof lensporising 
Policy. 

Before adverting to the Legislative conduct cf the Assembly in this 
Session, we must remark a curious instance of the tenacity of Uie 
Constituents of the Majority, Who then, as more recently, evinced 
their obstinacy in returning old Members, however obnoxious to Lafw, 
lind lost in Character and reputation. The proposed subject is also 
kiteresting as having some distant anally to the famous case of the 
Middlesex Elections in England: when ihepsetuio patriot, John Wilkes, 
after having been expelled, was re-elected a Member of the Hotise 
of Commons.* 

As formerly mentioned, Charlms Baptisub Botx:, one of the 
Membersfor the dounty of Effingham, had been expelled from the 
House of Assembly, during the last Session of the Second Parliament, 
in 'consequence of a previous conviction of conspiracy, witii jothers, to 
46ihiud one Etienne Drouin of divers tiums of money. But when the 
Elections for the Third Parliament approached, Ihe partiality of the 
Electors to this man, and their contradictory spirit, were evinced in 

forward this very Session bj^ Mr. Pertanlt, md hrfd ttide by the ii^aesce of tiie 
bccfalivc, was Roently inibdi6ed, and has gone into effect in a maooer coo- 
slstent with the intentioDS of the Majority, to distiDguisb the French Canadian Ks- 
lion fiem the rest afhis Majesty's Subjects^ in their Language and other cbaracter- 



* The priacipal difference between the two popular faToorites was, that 'Woxn 
was a man of ulents and education, while'Bouc was deficiemt in boUi :— these two 
worthies, however, resembled each other in that species of low cunning, wliicb, aided 
by impudence, alwajs 6ndB dupes in the multitude ; and the cry of persecution by 
the Government was raised with similar effect in both cases. At a recent date,- the 
cletnenay of his Majesty's Representative was exerted in pardoning Mr. 'Bone; 'bat 
we have not heard that, like Mr. Wilkes/ he has obtained any office of honour or of 
profit, from a public body. 
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an extraordinary manner. The cry in favour of the rejected Member 
resounded through the whole County of Effingham. The opportunity 
of asserting wluit they caHed their Rights was seized with avidity by 
the lillectors, who triumphantly returned the same Charles Baptiste 
Bouc, as a Member of the Honourable House. He was Kgain ex- 
pelled with less ceremony than h«fore-^-but was re-elected on we SOth 
April, after the Prorogation of the House ; and his annual annoyance 
could only be prevented by the unprecedented measure of passing an 
Act in the Second Session ^\fot dd^qwdtfying and restraining Cbjmlss 
** Baptists Boucjrom being elected^ and silting and voting as a 
" Member of the Hoiue of Assembly*** 

Thia Session is remarkable by the member of Acts passed, and tike 
variety of subjects brought into discussion. The Crown Lawyers and 
several Judges of the Court of King's Bench of Quebec and Montreal, 
lining Members of the House, important Amendments of the Laws 
were suggested by their experience, while deference to their authori* 
\y faciKtated their obtaining the concurrence of the other Branches of 
Ae Legislature, This professional influence was likewise exhibited 
in ample appropriations to finish the Court Houses of Quebec and 
Montreal ; the expenditure for which was now calculated to be nearly 
double the sums first contemplated* The prosperity of the Country, 
owing to an abundant Crop, and to the temporary demand for Graiq 
ip the British Market, b^ for the preient produced a lavish di^posi* 
Man, evinced at once by encrea^ed appropriations for the expences of 
the House of AsBembly» in Sallies of Officers, and for the purchase 
of Fumityre and Fh^nch Books, and preparing for the following Ses^ 
eion a project of granting pecuniary compensation, not only tQ tbf^ 
Speaker but also to the Members Qf the House. 

The general impoit^n^e of this Session, ^nd our principi(I ol^'ect of 
pointing to the ambitipp of the Majority, will render it necessary tq 
eiUer into some details ; ^nd we^ therefore, prpceed in qrder qf timei 
(p notice the progress of Bumess in the Popular Branch. 

In Amendments of the Law^, the late Mr. Justice Panet distingqish-* 
ed himself this Se^wp ; and we find hjm, at its very cpmmenceinent, 
seconding tbe ipotion of Mr. Berthelot, for le^ve to bring in «n im-» 
pprt^nt Bill, wbich« ^fter much discussion and modification, became 
aLaw, entitled 'Mm 4ct to am^ certain forms of proceedings in 
the Courts of Civil Jurisdiction ifi this Province, and toJacUitat^ the 
Administration of JuMicfi** T\m Act, bowever, is not so celebrated 
for its admitted benefits in Us original enactipents, as fpr the conse^ 
iiuences pf thjC employment, by tpe J^dges, ^t a future day, /rtf the 
ppwers conferred by .Sectiops I6tb apd J7tb, which we shall here 
^anscribe ; Sectipn i6, smcts that th^ (Afferent Courts qf Civil Judf^ 
^ure in this Prmnc^ shaU hwoepomr md authority t9 P^ke andes-^ 
i^blkh such Orders ^nd Rules cf Practice in the si^id Courts^ in all Cin 
fnl matters^ totifhing <dl services qf Proc§sSi €X0ctiti<ms and return^ qf 
wl IVritf, priQCficdingf for bringing Causes to i^ue (is VftU jin Term as 
^ of Tfirmj md-Qther matters qf Rf^d^tm 'within the sftid Cmrlh. 
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Section 1 7, enacfs that the Courts of Criminal and Cixnl Jurisdiction 
'within this Province shall have potoer and authoriti/ within their respect- 
ive Jurisdictions to make a Table of Fees for the Officers of the said 
Courts, rvhich Table the said Courts of Justice may alter and correct 
from time to time, as they may see necessaYy. And the Cheers of the 
said Courts respectively are directed to conform to the same* It would 
be premature here to describe the manner in which those extensive 
powers, capable by construction of innovating on the Laws and de- 
grading the profession of Barristers were exercised. Suffice it at pre- 
sent to say that, owing to the mode of executing the first mentioned 
Section, the Chief Justice of the Province, Mr. Sewell, and the late 
Chief Justice of the Court of King's Bench for the District of Mon- 
treal, Mr, Monk, were severally impeached by the House of Assem- 
bly in the year 1814, and that the alleged abuse of powers conferred 
by the 17th Section, produced a temporary secession of all the Bar- 
risters practising in the Court of King's Bench of Montreal. 

Those results, with their injurious influence on Provincial Politics, 
will in due time be presented to our readers ; and we now retarn to 
the Session. Mr. Justice Panet brought in a Bill which excited the 
discussion of an important question of Public Morals. The Bill even- 
tually became a Law, entitled " An Act to explain and amend the Lata 
respecting Wills and Testaments" His principal object was to pre- 
vent the technicalities of the French Law from interfering with the 
true intent and meaning of a provision in the Act 14, Geo. III. cap. 
83> considered favourable to the interests of the Settlers of British 
origin, xvhieh enacted that every owner of Lands, Goods or Credits in 
the said Province, having a right to alienate the same in his or her life 
time, by Deed of Sale, Gift or otherwise, may devise or bequeath the 
same, at his or her death, by his or her last Will and Testament, In 
the Bill of Amendment, the Third and Fourth Provisoes, which re- 
stricted the married Testator to the rule of the French Law with re- 
spect to Bequests in favour of Illegitimate Children, were struck outj 
by Majorities of 13 to 5, after some interesting Debates ; in which a 
recurrence to the old Law of Bastardy was viewed as calculated io 
introduce into the Province, under the Feudal designation of Children 
of the State, a degraded race, burthensome to the Government ; it be- 
ing justly remarked that if the natural affection of the" Parent were re- 
stricted in providing for the Child, the grievance of abandonment of 
Illegitimate Children would be augmented, and the Public Expense, 
for the support of Foundlings, proportionably encreased. 

Another attempt in favour of the French Law was more success- 
ful ; but in our humble opinion it had not even the pretext of morali- 
ty in its favour : we allude to the admission of the Serment Deciioire, 
or Oath by which, under certain circumstances, a Debtor may be per' 
mitted to clear himself of a Commercial Debt by simply swearing to 
its having been paid and satisfied, without even stating the time or place 
of payment. We are bold to assert that this retrograde movement to 
French Law has been more prolific of perjury than all. the tempta- 
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tions to that crime wliich the practice of the Enf;liBli Criminal Law 
and Riilea of Evidence has introduced into the Province ; and it is 
one of the deplorable instances, in which the Sovereign may be said 
to tempt the people to conimit «in, and become obnoxious to the re- 
tributions of a'future state of existence. 

And from success in reviving hurtful laws, we have little consolation 
io adverting to the failure of an attempt to give limited relief to the 
holders of landa under the Feudal Tenure. In the progress of the 
Bill for the relief of Persons holding Lands or Immoveable Property 
of His Majesty en Roture, upon which Lads el Venies, or Mutation 
Fines are due, Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Cuthbert, proposed n 
clause, enabling His Majesty to conform to the practice of the old 
Colonies, and the spirit of the Proclamation of 1763 already men* 
tinned, by establishing, instead of those Feudal Burthens, an Annual 
Rent. This, however, was of course resisted, as an important inno- 
vation on the French and Feudal Law; and no effectual relief of this 
description was afforded, till the Imperial Parliament interfered, as 
will be hereafter mentioned, in the years 1822 and 1825. 

The limits which we have prescribed to ourselves, prevent our en- 
tering into the' merits of various Acts of a local description passed 
' during this Session ; but we ought to mention the more important 
matter of the supplies, voted to His Majesty, which consisted of thp 
following permanent Acts, il Geo. III., Cap. 14, granting to Hit 
Majeiti/ certain neiu Duties on the Itnporlation into this Province, 
of all manufactured Tobaccoand Snuff, and for disalloviing the drnin- 
hack on Tobacco manvjactured within this Province: 4! Geo. III^ 
Cap, 13, granting to His Majesty a duty on licensing Billiard Tables 
for hire, and regulating the same. The most important Acts passed 
this Session, besides those already alluded to in this Chapter, were an 
Act to amend an article of the Code Civil, with its derogations as it 
hath been usually received in this Province, which directs and fixes 
the degree of affinity and consanguinity of witnesses in civil suits. 

The following Bills, though reserved for His Majesty's assent, be- 
came Laws eventually, and were introduced into the Statute Book 
next Session: — a BUI Jiir the establishment of Free Schools, and the 
advancement of learning in this Province ; and a Bill Jar removinp; 
the old Walls and Fortifications that surround the City of Montreal, 
and otherwise provide Jbr the salubrity, convenience and embellishment 
of the said City. 

This busy Session of the Provincial Parliament, was closed on the 
8th of April, 1801, with a speech expressive of the utmost confidence 
■n ihe good intentions and approbation of the measures of both 
Houses ; and, in the accustomed mode of giving them credit for taking 
a deep interest in the fortunes of the British Empire, His Excellen- 
cy, in the course of his speech, announced the completion of the Le- 
gislative Union between the Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland; 
and he was pleased to say that this important event so e^ectusHy 
consolidating the strength, security and prosperity of the Empire, 
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would no doubt be sensibly felt in this Province, which, porkihirtg in 
the general benefity xvould not /ail to partake also in the satisf9cti<m 
which it cmiveyed to the paternal bosom of our most gracious Sovereigtu 
^ From the fact» detailed in our previous Chapters, it will have ap- 

peared to our readers that the present .^ droinistration was distinguish- 
ed by a prudence approaching pusillanimity, in never risking a recom- 
mendation originating in itself, to the House of Assembly, calcula-J 
ted to excite the prejudices and strenuous opposition of the majori- 
ty. The Constitution, in its developement, blending itself i»Uh the 
French Laws and Fevdal Tenure, could not fail to alaim such an 
administration, and every occasion of enabling the French Canadian 
Majority to display their power, was sedulously avoided. This system 
K is connected with tlie refusal of His Majesty's Ministers to move the 

Imperial Parliament to give effect to the Consolidation Act before 
} mentioned, which might have procured a repeal of the ief^ British 

Acts, including J 4 Geo. IIL, Cap. 88, and made the support »fihe 
\ Civil Qovernment, and the regulation and application ff the t»hote 

\ Provincial Revenue of the Croton, depend vpon, and he controvled by 

\ ihe Provincial Legislature. This system of eluding the general con- 

troul of the Revenue, will be more clearly perceived, when we come 
to state the hesitation evinced by Sir James Craig, in the ye^r 1810^ 
to applaud the offer of the^ House of Assembly to vote the necessary 
sums for defraying the dvH expenses of the Government of ihe Pro* 
ifince ; the consequences of an acceptance of which, and the ambi- 
tion in which it originated, were well understood by that inteQigent 
Officer, and by His Majesty's Executive and Legislative Councillors^ 
Having thus pointed at the interest and disposition of the Govem«- 
ment, preferring the course of obstructing the career^ instead of re* 
Jbrming the abuses of a vicious Constitution, 'we proceed to review the 
events of the second Session of the third Provincial Parliament of 
Lower Canada. 

This Session was opened by the Lieutenant Govenaor, recently 
raised to the dignity of a Baronet of the United Kingdom^ with a 
most gracious speech, beginning with delusive expectations of settled 
peace in Europe, and alluding to the late successes of His Majesty'^ 
arms in Egypt. After remarking the tranquillity and prosperity of ^ 
Province, blessed with abundant crops of Grain, His Excellency con*- 
gratulated both Houses on the entire suppression of the troubles 
caused by discontented occupiers of the Crown Lands, many of 
whom having been ejected by the Patentees, had broken out iiito ri- 
otous proceedings, before quitting the Province, subjecting tbemselves 
to being stigmatized by his Excellency, as a band of lawless advent 
turers, to exterminate whom, it had been necessary to appeal to the 
loyalty of the great majority of His Majesty's Subjeetg. The late 
coalition of the Northern Powers of Europe, had induced His Majes- 
ty's Ministers to look to the Colonies for supplying some portion c^ 
Naval Stores, in case of future em^gency; and His Excellency stated 
the coBunands of His Majesty to take into considecation tbe meaoi^ 
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of introducing and encouraging the culture of hemp in this Province« 
vhidi subject, was therefore recommended to the Legislature ; and 
expectations, equally sanguine and delusive, of success were express- 
ed, * The continuation of the Act for establishing Houses of Cor- 
rection, was recommended ; with reference to which establishment. 
His Excellency made some pertinent remarks as to the means of pro- 
ducing habits of industry in convicts, particularly those who might 
be still yoong and guilty of minor offences. Ailer announcing his 
intention of laying the accounts of the Provincial Revenue of the 
Crown before the House of Assembly, His Excellency ended his 
speech, by stating to both Houses, his confidence in their zeal and 
prudence in pursuit of the prosperity of the Province, and his anxi- 
OQS wish that no Session of the present Parlfunient should pass by, 
n'ithout being distinguished by some plans conspicuously productive 
of pubHc advantage. 

The addresses of both Houses were confined to the topics of the 
speech, dvoeU'mg emphatically on the extermivation of the Iwadtis ad* 
venturers ; and k is worthy of remark that d)e Legislative Council 
mtrodnced the same topic, in an extraordinary address presented at 
the same period to cox^atulate His Excellency on the hereditary 
sank -of Baronet, conferred upon him by His Majesty. 

On tlie 12th of January, Mr. Taschereau, Grand Voyer, or Super- 
intendant of Roads and Bridges, brought in a Bill *< to explain^ 
amend and reduce into one Act of Parliament, the lavosj&r makings 
repairing amd altering the Highways and Bridges in the country parts 
of this Province" This measure was proposed, afler due deliberation, 
by the Officer who had experienced the deficiencies of the laws ; and, 
in the course of the discussion of merits, many suggestions of im- 
provement were made, calculated to combine local with general ad- 
vantages ; but the old opposition to the Road A*ct, reappeared, with, 
all their pisejudices -and jealousies ; and employing the manoeuvre of 
absenting themselves, a quorum could seldom be obtained ; and this 
promising Bill, languishing through several stages, died a natural 
death before the end of the Session. 

It should be mentioned that the presence of men, with habits of 
business, gave great activity during the Session ; and we occasionally 
find at anise a reference to a Committee of the whole House, of 
measures recommended by the Executive, particularly when the con- 
tiBnance and amendment only of previous Acts were in question; 

* Tt requires extraordinary encouragement to induce a people to cultivate any 
article with no Other and more immediate iriew than Commerce ; but when their 
own wants oblige them to attempt the production of what is connected with their 
subsistence or luxurious indulgence, in eating, or drinking and clothing, they are 
easily stimulated to action by GoTernment. On this principle, tlie cultivation of 
Tobacco, the breeding of Cattle and Hogs, the raising of a surplus of Grjiin, the 

distillation of Spirituous Liquors, rould easily be promoted iu the Canadas ; in 

the same manner, also, we have seen the cultivation of Cotton and Rice and the 
extetiiive breeding of Sheep for -the sake df their flct^Cfs, almost spontaneously in- 
troducing themselves into the United Sutes. 
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the despatch of business was also facilitated by the circumstance of 
several Executive Councillors, in the House, being enabled to state 
•whether His Majesty's prerogative would admit of the progress of the 
measures proposed. It will hereafter appear that, when the jealousies 
and intrigues of the Majority had prevented the election of Members 
belonging to the Executive, several measures were introduced and 
passed by the Assembly, which were necessarily rejected in the Le- 
gislative Council, on account of their interference, whether casual or 
designed^ with the prerogative of the Crown. 

When it was found that the English practice^ of making Counties 
or Cities pay for local improvements, would not be enforced in Low- 
er Canada^ but that improvements would be paid out of taxes on 
Commerce, the peasantry readily combined in petitioning for Roads 
and Bridges at the public expense ; and various applications this Ses- 
sion were made, which might have induced an intelligent man to an- 
ticipate the extraordinary vote of Fifty-five Thousand Pounds for the 
improvement of internal communications in the year 181 7-* When 
persons interested applied for a Road or a Bridge at the public ex- 
pense, taking the opportunity of some fatal accident arising from 
their negligence to perform road labour, they alledged that the safety 
of His Majesty's Subjects, Travellers, and the interest of Commerce, 
required such an expenditure ; and the petitions, signed by the Cu- 
rates, Captains of Militia, and Seigneurs, were generally urged upon 
the Members of the Assembly, who, if not otherwise interested, 
were given to understand that their re-election would depend on their 
success in obtaining the prayers of such petitions. Instead, there- 
fore, of County or District Roads, Bridges, or Court' Houses, and 
Gaols, as customary in Britain, in Upper Canada, and in the United 
States, being their own expenditure, we have such works at the general 
charge of the Province* 

The encouragement of the culture of Hemp was taken into consi- 
deration at an early period of this Session, and the Committee ap- 
pointed, reported favourably on the subject. 

On the 19th of February, Mr* M*Gill presented a Petition, pray- 
ing for an Act to regulate Apprentices, Journeymen, and Domestics, 
who were represented as violating their engagements with impunity. 
A Bill was introduced for the redress of those grievances, empower- 

* We have heard of the British and other liberal Governments voting money 
for the cutting of Canals, reserving, however, to themselves, the produTce of the 
Tolls; vire have heard, likewise, that the Government of Great Britain have occasionally 
contributed half the expense of the County Roads; but we could never have ima- 
gined that any Government should have acted as that of Lower Canada, in taking 
a sum equal to a whole year*s revenue of the Country, for the piirpose of applying 
it through interested Commissioners, to merely local improvements. The HoiM 
of Assenxbly which originated, the Legislative Council and the Governor who sanction- 
ed such a measure, mv^t be charged by posterity with their Just shares of blame in so 
Jlogrant a deviation from their respective duties ; let us, at least, hope that sildh an 
application of public monies, for private purposes, as proved by facts, will never 
recur. 
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iog the local magistracy to make regulations, subject to the approval 
of the Court of King's Bench of Quebec and Monireal. 

The Act o^ this Session, continuing an Act for establishing 
Houses of Correction, authorised the application of one hundred 
pounds for renting a house, paying a keeper, and providing the stock 
tif materials requisite for setting convicts to work. This essay to- 
wards an establishment, separate from the District Gaol, has, of late 
years, been very injudiciously abandoned ; and the lower part of the 
said Gaol, appropriated as a House of Correction,yra»i views of ecch 
nomyy has only tended to the increase of crimes, by the communica- 
tion, which this location facilitates, between the objects of the correc- 
tiojial Police, and the more hardened inmates of the Prison. 

On the 13th of February, Mr. Berthelot^ seconded by Mr.Plante, 
moved to resolve tliat, on the 15th of February, the House would go 
into Committee to consider the expediency of establishing a pecunia- 
ry allowance to be made to the Speaker and Members of the As- 
sembly. This motion was strenuously opposed, as contemplating a 
measure contrary to the practice and spirit of the British Constitu- 
tion ; but the united efforts of the English Members and the Cana- 
dian Placemen, could not at once defeat the motion. By obtaining, 
however, a caU of the House for the 8th of March, they were able 
to rally tlieir whole force and influence, and on that day, they suc- 
ceeded in tlH-owing cut the motion, by the usual vote of a postpone- 
ment till the 1st of August next. 

On the 21st of March, an important Bill, which afterwards became 
a law, was passed for the regulation of the Police, within the Cities 
of Quebec and Montreal, and the Town of Three-Rivers. This Act 
is remarkable as containing the first symptom of prospective policy in 
the Majority of the House of Assembly ; for it has a proviso, that, 
whenever the Inhabitants of any Village* consisting of not less thai) 
thirty inhabited houses within a space of fifteen acres square, shall 
petition the Court of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace for the 
District in which it may be situated, for the establishment of regula- 
tions of Police, the Justices are authorised and required to grant the 
prayer of such Petition, by framing Rules and Orders, with proper 
fines and penalties, and submitting the same for approval to the 
Justices of the Court of King's Bench, as provided in the same Act, 
with respect to the Cities of Quebec and Montreal, and the Town of 
Three-Rivers. 

The accounts of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown showed an 
increase of seven thousand pounds ; but the only appropriations 
required and sanctioned by Government, were four thousand pounds 
to replace the like sum advanced by His Majesty for the erection of 
Court Houses, and two hundred pounds sterling, likewise advanced, 
pursuant to an Address of the House of Assembly^ for the purchase 
of Books, X chiefly French* 

\ The Library of the Houte tsi Assembly, wad this Session under consideration 
^f Mr. Justice Panet, and other Members of H Special Commlttetf> who classed the 

I 
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The Annual Vote for printing the Journals of the House, was this 
Session accompanied with an order to irame Indexes, to facilitate 
reference to the contents of the whole series, which had now extend- 
ed to ten volumes* 

Some differences of opinion occurred between both Houses, tliis 
Session* causing the loss of a Bill introduced by Mr. Justice Panet, 
to regulate the mode of granting the remedy under the French Law, 
called DSnefice tTIuventairet which materially interested the natives 
of the Country. 

On the 5th of April, the Lieutenant Governor gave the Royal As- 
sent to eleven Acts, five of which were for the purpose of continu- 
ing previous Acts, and all were for definite times, except that for dis- 
qualifying Charles Bapliste Bouc, which was to continue in force un- 
til it ^ould please His Majesty to grant him his gracious pardon, and 
release him from the legal consequences of his conviction of conspi- 
racy to defraud Etienne Drouin. 

It does not {qipear, from inspecting the Journals, that the brilliant 
expectations of His Excellency, from the labours of the Assembly, 
were realized ; but it seems to have been resolved by the Executive, 
to pursue the laudatory strain. The closing Speech of the Lieuten- 
ant Governor, avoiding all invidious distinctions between the conduct 
of the two Houses, ascribes to both an active and steady zeal /or 
the generc^l interests of the Province. His Excellency expresses, in 
the warmest manner, his reliance on the beneficial influence of the 
Members in their several Counties during the recess, and points to 
the foundation of the prosperity and happiness of the Country, rest* 
ing upon Agriculture and Commerce, and secured by a correct ad- 
ministration of justice, under the free and protecting Institutions of 
die Mother Country, the benefit of which would be fully appreciated 
by the increaung intelligence of a loyal people. 

Books, sad ordered them to be preserved in portable esies, biiTing tbe eontfnti of 
.ceob ce^e lOurKed on tbe outside : tbe House pssaed Resolves, allovi'ng the u«t of 
Abm Iiiibrary to tbe Governor, Lieutenant Governor, the Executive and Lfgi^latiu 
Councillori, &c. ; which Resolves w«re communicated to the L^islative Council 
by Message, and thankfully received by that body. 
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CHAP. VIL 
A. D. 180S & 1804. 

Pre/iminary Rtmarki on the temporiting conduct of the Administration^ and 
the probable cawet of thit conduct* Viewn of injiuential individuate^ a* to 
t/te ettadiithment of a Landed Aristocracy and hereditary Titles of Honour 
in Lower Canaita.—The Clergy Betervee^—^eeulations in long Leates of 
Lande and Righttf held in mortmain by Nunneries* — Third Se$9ion.— Lieu-" 
tenant Governor's Speech.—JEffects of fVar in JEurope on the Tirade of Cana* 
da.— Presentments of the Grand Juries of the Districts of Quebec and Mon^ 
treaty on the subject of new Goofs and Houses of Correction.— Improvement 
of the Militia Laws recommended by his Exceliency.— Despatch of Busi- 
ness recommended, ^Tendency of the Constitution to the ffjrmatior of an 
Oligarchy, connected with the Executive.— The Bouse of Assembly reports 
in favour of new Gaols f ^.—State of the Provincial Bevenuc—Some 
French Canadian Piaeemen in favour of innovations. --Mr. Justine Ai- 
nei's project Of abolishing Interment in the Churches of the Province- 
Conveyance of Travellers by the Maitres de Paste at this tiftte contrasted 
with the facilities ttjforded by Steamboats— The Militia LHwi amended.— 
Hem mode of intercourse between the Legislative Council and the House of 
Assembly.— Call of the Members of the House of Assembly — Agitation of the 
question of abolishing the Slavery of Negroes within the Province.— This 
fuestion superseded by the opinion of Chief Justice Monif, in favour of the 
absolute freedom of all Negroes^ while residing in the Province — Preiau- 
tions of the House of Assembly on the suiject of Grants of Tolls.— BiH of 
Supply to His Mc^'esty.— Abortive attempt y o» the part of Mr. YoUng, 16 es- 
tablish a Register Office.— Befiections.— Propensity of the Majority to eX' 
peiid the PAhlic Money in translating EngHsh Precedents into French.— End 
of the Session — Fow^th, or extraordinary Session of the Provincial Pdrlid- 
mentf held in consequence of the renewal of War in Europe,— Prompt attetid' 
ance of the great Mc^Ority of the Members of the House of Axisembfy.—Tht 
Lieutenant Governor's Speech to both Houses, read in the absence of Mr. Pdpi^ 
neauy without the nsuat salvo qf previously reading a Bill. Addresses in 
reply to the Lieutencnit Governor* i Speech. — Unanimity and despatch of the 
House of Assembly iri passing the Bills for the renewal of the Acts jhr the 
better pfeservdtion of His M^jeity'*sGovernnietit arid the Regulation of Aliens, 
—Differences on the Bill from tH6 Legislative Council^ making if the duty 
of Rontish and other PaHsH Priests to read Acts of Parliarttdnt^ Proclama^ 
tiorisy ^c— Bill for the Regulation Of Volunteers, introduted by Mr. Papi^ 
netiiky rejected by the Legislative Council.— End of the Session'. --The effetts 

6f thefenewcil of the War in Eurbpe upon the ComtH'erce of the Canadas 

Progress of Iridiittry and Ifitemdl Trade asisrfbedohie/ly to externat dnd * 
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fortuitous causes. — Anti-commercial System of the Assembly ^^ taxing ^'er- 
chandise for all purposes.— This Sy stern deters the Fxecutive fram pr^pjS' 
ing Internal Improvements, — Fifth Session of the Third Provincial Far/ la- 
ment. — His Fxcellency'' :t Speech ; its recommevdations^ and commonplace 
eulogiums on the Legislative Bodies. — The Address of the legislative Co«n- 
cil not the usuctl echo to his Excel/ency^s Speech, and differing in this re- 
sped from that of the House of Assembly. — The House chicfy occupied on 
the fuestijn of building new Gaols, and on the means of preventing Acci- 
dents by Tire in Quebec and Montreal.— Abortive attempt to establish an ad- 
ditional Judge and Court Term, fjr the District of Three'Rivers.—Stat-e of 
the Provincial Revenue and ExpendUure.— Progress of Population and Com- 
merce in Upper Canada. — Important Presentment of the Grand Jury of the 
District of Montreal, recommending an Assessment to defray the expense of 
building a Gaol fjr that District— Characteristic Treatment of thai Pre- 
sentment by the French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly- — 
The Quorum of the House reduced for the remainder of tfie Session to TwAve 
Members. — Bill for amending the Ordinance for the prevention of Acci- 
dents by Fire. — Causes of its rejection in the Legislative Council. — Befiec- 
tions on the well fjunded jealousy of the other Brandies of the Legislature 
with respect to the systematic Policy of the Assembly in fep lacing perma- 
nent by temporary Acts. — The Legislative Council objects to the appointment 
of Commissioners by Bill to treat on Financial matters with Upper Canada-. 
— Conduct of the Mt^'ority of the House of Assembly on the subject of a 
Grant solicited from the Crown fjr the scite of the District Gaol in Mon- 
treal. — Important question as to the Religious Rights of Pre^yterians in 
Lower Canada, excited by the opinion expressed by the Chief Justice of the 
Province in the Court of Appeals. — Claims of Presbyterian Congregations 
in connection with the National Church of Scotland. — Supply to His Majes- 
ty this Session.— Act fjr the Inspection of Beef and Pork — Number of Acts 
passed. — Fnd of this Session^ and of the Third Provincial Parliament.— 
Reflection on Grievances, real and imaginary. 

In our last Chapter, we touched upon the tbmporising Policy of the 
present Administration. The Members of the Executive were gene- 
rally advanced in years ; and the few English comprised in it, having 
been foiled in every effort to introduce the spirit of British Legisla- 
tion into the practice of the Constitution, now appear to have turned 
their attention to the improvement or repair of their private fortunes, 
leaxnng ilie Country to vegetate like an unweeded garden. That Sec- 
tion of the Constitutional Act, which authorised His Majesty to add 
hereditary titles of honour to the office of Legislative Councillor, had 
long fixed the attention of some individuals ambitious of founding fa- 
milies ; and the French Law of Substitution or Entail, restricted to 
the third generation, was chosen as the first means of securing the 
fortunes of descendants, till the course of events should facilitate the 
introduction of the English Law of Primogeniture, so well calculated > 
for establishing a landed aristocracy on a stable foundation. An im- 
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portant instance of the employment of the French L«w of Substitution, 
with the view of founding a family, is tliat of the lute Honourable 
Henry Caldwell, who entailed one of his Seigniories upon his grand- 
son. On the other hand, those who had obtained large Grants of the 
Waste Lands of the Crown under the English Tenure, looked forward 
to the period when, agreeably to the spirit of the ninth Section of the 
Act 14, Geo. III. cap. 83, ihe English Laxvs of Descent^ and consc' 
quently the right of Primogeniture, should be introduced into the Town" 
ships of Loxver Canada. Not only, therefore, were the applicants for 
Township Lands animated with views of immediate interest, but like- 
wise with the hope of establishing an Aristocracy at a future day ; 
and, as many of them entered into the composition of^the Govern- 
ment, they naturally expected to render the duties and expenses of 
Settlement alqaost nominal, or at all events capable of being trans- 
ferred as a burthen upon those who might purchase a portion of their 
Lands. The Clergy, secured in one seventh of the Township Lands, 
equally looked forward to the performance of Settlement Duties by 
means of their Lessees ; and a» the Lots were scattered systematic- 
ally, no improvement in Roads throughout those Lands could talrs 
place, without encreasing the value of the Clergy Reserves. The en- 
virons of the Cities and Boroughs likewise, under the present Laws 
and Establishments of the Country, afforded opportunities for specu- 
lation to persons possessing some influence in the Executive and Le- 
gislative Departments. The Lands and Rights, and even Servitude s^ 
of tlie Religious Commimities of Nuns, permitted to exist in Qiiebec, 
Montreal and Tliree-Rivers, were obtained on long Leases of ninety- 
uine years, and turned to account by ingenious Speculators; in tvhose 
hands a mere right to establish a Fisheri/ was converted to that of erect- 
ing Wharves and Buildings^ Jlrst for ihe use of the Lessee, and after 
the end of the long Lease, to revert to the Lessor ; and thus to perpe- 
tuate the wealth and importance of those anomalous Lisiitutions. 

After those preliminary notices, calculated to account for the apa- 
thy with which influential individuals looked upon the defects and vi- 
ces of the Constitution, we proceed to review the events of the Third 
Session of the Third Provincial Parliament. It w?.s opened on the 
8th February, 1803, by the Lieutenant Governor, with a gracious 
Speech from the Throne, addressed to both Houses, which began 
with congratulations upon the ratification of tlic Definitive Treaty of 
Peace between his Britannic Majesty, the French Republic and other 
Powers. This event, contrary to all theory and past experience, was 
asserted to be fraught with Commercial benefits to Canada.* His 

* It is chiefly when Britain is ettsfafjod in War that llie Commercial resources 
«>f the Canadas are drawn forth and encourapjed, by the wants of the Mother Coun . 
t*'y. To War alone, or to the prospective Policy of preparing for its exi<;rencies, 
have the Canadas been indebted for the extent of their Trade, more particularly in 
^r,iin. Lumber and Provisions. To the s««me event and policy they owe the !)ene- 
fits arising from the great expenditure of British llcvenue in Public Works; and, 
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Excellency next alluded to Presentments from tfie Grand Juries (ff 
Quebec ami Montreal respectively, demonstrating the insufficiency of 
their Gaols, and the urgent necessity of estaWishing Houses of Cor- 
fection in those Cities, for the use of their extensive Districts. A 
provision for those important objects was urged upon their immediate 
attention ;and His Ex<iellency enlarged upon the duty of the Legisla- 
ture to use means for the effectual application of the Laws to the ci?»r- 
rection of minor offences, as being eventually not less iiftpof tant t<^ 
public morals and the peace of society, than the punishment of flagrant 
crimes. The continuation and improvement of the Militia Acts wer^ 
next recommended. After prottiising to order Statemei^s of the Ci- 
vil Expenditure of the past year, and of the Provincial Revenue of 
the Crown, to be laid before the Assembly, his Excellency, address- 
ing both Houses, recommended a continuance of the zeal which, he 
was j)leased to say, had been manifested by them iti the prevRHia- Ses- 
sion for the public welfare, endiftg his Speech by recommending des- 
patch of Business, as the obvious means of enabling them speedily to 
return to the occupations and comforts of their respective private sta- 
tions. The Addresses of both Houses were echoes to the Speech, 
promising attention to the objects recommended, with compliments to 
His Excellency in return for his expres^ons of un^iiBfied approba- 
tion of their previous conduct. 

It is, however, remarkable, and in apparent contradiction to this 
last recommfendation, that Mr. Justice Debonne proposed, instead of 
meeting daily as previously practised, that the House of Asseiobly 
should meet on Mondays, Wednesdays And Friday s^ and that, though 
this proposal was not formally sanctioned, the House^ durittg this 
Session, did not actually, on the average, meet oftener thai* three 
times a week. * 

On the 11th of February, the House p!*dceeded to tafeeiriCo cotisi- 
deration, the Speech of His Excellency ; Mr, McGill and Mr. Jttis* 
iice Debonne taking the lead in proposing Committees on different 

subjects ; and on the 16th of February, the House in Comriiifteej re- 

* 

in this rfspecr, the Colonics of Great Brttarn, on this Continetit-, have oAvknUkgei 
uuring War exceedmg those of neutra) Countries, which are subjected to the plun- 
der and vexations of all the Belligerents, on various pretences; 

* This may he ascribed to the wish of the Judges and other Placemen, that 
their legislative duties should not interfere with their judicial avocations ; they na- 
turally considered their presence in the House, essentially calculated to promote the 
views of the Administration, and correctness in legislative proeeedings, wbicb the 
less informed character of many of the Members wals inadequate to supply. Thi» 
proposal likewise proves the tendency of the Government towards an Oligarchy, 
being the onli/^ form vnder the jwesent Consiitutiont tvkick eould prevent the comjtlete 
ascendancy/ of the French Canadians, as already mentioned in our first Chapter; antl 
we may here remark, that the frequent changes of Governors, and the vicissitudes 
of peace and war, together with other circumstances, render an Oligarchy imprac* 
ticable in the subordinate Government of Lower Canada, without the expenditure 
of money fur conciliating the Members of the popular Branch, which would render 
it burihensome to the supreme Government. 
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ported in favour of new Gaols and Houses of Correction, for the 
Districts of Quebec and Montreal, and a Special Committee was ap« 
fKuated to enquire into the fittest places for their erection within 
those Cities, and into the expenses likely to attend the building of 
the same. 

Qn the 18th of February, a Message was received from His £x« 
cellency, accompanying Statements of the Provincial Revenue and 
Expenditure. The former, having been increased by the amount of 
arrears of Territorial Revenue, exceeding six thousand pounds, was 
this year above thirty-two thousand pounds currency, or nearly thirty 
thousand pounds sterling, while the abstract of warrants granted for 
the public service, including the quota of duties payable to the Pro* 
vince of Upper Canada, amounting to eleven hundred and seventy- 
two pounds currency, was thirty-seven thousand and eight pounds 
seventeen shillings and six pence sterling. The expenses of the Le-* 
fislative Council* for the past year, were eight hundred and forty- 
seven pounds nineteen shillings and two pence, and for the House of 
Assembly, twelve hundred and fifty^one pounds four shillings and 
four pence, together, two thousand and ninety-nine pounds three 
shillings and six pence currency. Of the whole expenditure, about 
twei^y thousand .pounds sterling were for salaries and other expenses 
of the Civil Government ; three thousand pounds for Pensions and 
Allowances ; and the rest for advances towards the building of Court- 
houses and Bridges, and the support of other local Establishments. 

We find ihe late Mr. Justice Panet, this Session, zealous to intrO'- 
duce improvements, bearing upon the health and morals oi the com- 
munity, and suggested to his intelligent mind by the progress of sci- 
ence. On the 21 St of February, he brought in a Bill *♦ for jwn^fw/- 
ingibe burial of the Dead in the Churches of this Province, and in ihe 
Church'-yards and Buryingj'places mthin the tuaUs of the Towns of 
Quebec and Montreal" This measure excited much clamour among 
those adverse to every iniu>vation, however judicious ; but though not 
passed into a law, its spirit now prevails, and burials in Churches are 
chiefly confined to the interment of Romish Priests and Nuns, who 
are to be considered, in some degree, as separated in life and death 
from the rest of the community. 

In cfloisequence of Petitions froni persons employed under license 
for the conveyance of Travellers by land, a Bill was introduced, giv- 
ing a more ample allowance to Maitres de Poste, by which^ at some 
seasons of the year, five pounds would have been the total fare from 
Quebec to Montreal, and vice versa ; that is to say, about seven pence 
per mile, exclusive x>f subsistence; but the Legii^latuce v^ry properly 
confined itself to a continuance of previous Acts on this subject ; and 
^hen ftflerwardfi the Maitres de Paste became restive, several enter- 
prising individuals, of English origin, established covered carriages, 
running weekly between Quebec and Montreal, furnishing such spee- 
dy conveyance and good entertainment to Travellers, at reasonable 
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rates, as greatly increased the intercourse, l?y land, between Quebec 
and Montreal, and the intermediate places. Hereafter, we shall have 
occasion to notice the introduction of Steam-navigation, by Mr. MoU 
soa, which has now reduced the expense of conveyance by water on 
the comnumication between Quebec and Montreal, to the lowest 
charges, on which a person undertaking the journey by land, on foot, 
would inevitably be subjected.* 

The principal subject of discussion this Session, was the improve- 
ment of the Militia Laws ; and an Act was passed, which, if duly 
executed, would have rendered tiiat species of force much better pre- 
pared for the defence o£ the Province, than it was found to be at the 
commencement of the late war between Great Britain and the United 
States. 

This Session is remarkable for a change in the previous mode of 
intercourse between both Houses, evincmg no small jealousy between 
the Legislative Council and the House of Assembly, and a stricter 
connection between the former Branch and the Executive, than had 
previously existed. Till this period, Messages from the House of As- 
^mbly to the Legislative Council, had been carried by two Members 
of the former body ; and, from the latter to the former, by one Mem- 
ber ; but this Session, Committees of Conference agreed, and it was 
afterwards resolved by each Branch, that Messages from the Legisla- 
tive Council should be sent by an Officer of the Crown^ of the rank 
6f Master in Chancery, and that Messages from the Assembly, should 
be sent to the Legislative Council by one Member of the Assembly. 

The House and its Coramittejes having been repeatedly adjourned 
for want of the ordinary quorums for the transaction of business, be- 
ing seventeen for the House, and three for Committees, a call of the 
House was ordered in the most peremptory form, for the 4th of March ; 
when several Members returned to their legislative duty, and ten 
were absent. While Great Britain enjoyed peace, the French Cano' 
dian Leaders, at this time, did not expect to increase the importance of 
ihe Nation Canadienne, by their presence in the House of Assembly ; 
6nd when, in consequence of the order of the Speaker, Afr. Joseph 
Papineau, Member for the County of Montreal, was brought to Que- 
feec in custody of the Serjeant at Arms, we find him petitioning for 
t release from his legislative duties, which, after much discussion, was 
granted for the present Session. 

During every Session of the Legislature, the House of Assembly 
had been agitated on the question of the existence of Slavery of Ne- 
groes within the Province ; and this Session, on the 1 st of March, 
Mr. James Cuthbert, seconded by Mr. Justice Panet, brought in a 

* Raftsmeii and common Labourers, as well as Emigrants, can now be conveyed 
from Quebec to Montreal, fur two dollars each, or 1^ per mile, and sometimes, 
from Ujc spirit of competition in the owners of Steam -boats, at three farthings per 
mile, as deck passengers : this aifords such a striking contrast, that our readers will 
doabtless excuse us for anticipating the regular progress of events; 
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Bill io remove all doubts respecting Slaverj/ tvithin this Province^ and 
for other purposes. This measure was not persevered in, being con- 
sidered unnecessary, from the decided manner in which the Chief 
Justice of Montreal had declared that the Criminal Law of England, 
established in the Province by the Quebec Act, and the Habeas Cor- 
pus Act of Canada, might be so construed as to destroy all rights 
of property in Slaves in Lower Canada. There was, besides, no cir- 
cumstance of climate or species of cultivation in the Province, which 
justified the continuation of Slavery ; and it was very proper that, as 
in England, every human being who may touch the soil of the Colo- 
nies of Great Britain, on the Continent of North America, should be 
forthwith recognised as free, without prejudice to private contracts of 
service. 

We find, this Session, the first application for authority to erect a 
Bridge over the Montmorenci, and exact a Toll ; and a Bill for this 
purpose was introduced by Mr. James Cuthbert ; but little progress 
was made ; and we shall hereafler find that the House became 
cautious, and ordered several preliminary enquiries to be made, and 
public notices to be given of the objects of such applications, before 
taking them into consideration. 

On the 9th and Ilth of March, several Members obtained leave of 
absence ; and occasional adjournments, for want of a quorum, took 
place during the remainder of this Session. 

On the 14th of March, a Bill for a Supply to His Majesty, was 
introduced, amending the Act 35, Geo. IIL, and increasing the du- 
ties on Licenses which it imposed ; but this measure was not perse- 
vered in ; and the House merely passed another Bill to replace ad- 
vances made by His Majesty for the building of Court-houses, 
amounting to six thousand pounds, to be taken from the unappropri- 
ated produce of the duties levied by the permanent Acts 35, Geo. 
III., Caps. 8 and 9, and 41, Geo. IIL, Cap. 14. 

On the 1st of April, Mr. Young introduced a Bill for Enregister- 
ing certain Deeds, and Certificates of Deeds affecting Real iVoperty, 
granted by His Majesty in Free and Common Soccage ; — but this at- 
tempt to obtain a Register Act, completely failed ; and, after repeat- 
ed endeavours in the House of Assembly, and the actual passage of 
a similar Bill in the Legislative Council in the year 1 825, this Pro^ 
vince remains unprotected Jrom the accumulating evils of mortgage 
Jrauds, and secret transfers of property. 

On the same day, an Address was voted to His Excellency, to be 
accompanied with plans and estimates for the erection of Gaols and 
Houses of Correction for the Cities and Districts of Quebec and 
Montreal, praying that His Excellency would, in behalf of His Ma- 
jesty, grant the necessary lots of ground for the scites of those 
buildings ; to which Address, a favorable answer was received from 
His Excellency, who was pleased to say, that he would take every 

K. 
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measure which depended upon him to advance the objects proposed. 

On the 9th of April, the propensity of the Majority to accumulate 
expenses, by translating English Laws into French, was evinced by 
a resolve to apply the sum of two hundred pounds to the translation 
of the Lex Parliameniaria* The Lieutenant Governor was induced 
to acquiesce in this measure ; but, token the House of Assembly y at a 
future time, voted a muck larger sum for the translation into French of 
the voluminous work of HatselTs Precedents, His Honour, President 
Dunn, deemed it expedient to check this j^ropensiiy, by refusing to make 
the advances before provision should be made for the expense, by an 
Act of the Legislature* 

The business of this Session was much interrupted by the absence 
of Members ; but the French Canadians took care to be sufficiently 
strong in the House, to defeat all attempts at innovation on the Laws 
and Customs of the Province, being equally regardless of the examples 
of improvement held forth by the course of Legislation in France, 
England, the United States of America, and Upper Canada. 

After having voted considerable sums for the yearly increasing ex- 
penses of the Assembly, the House, on the 14th of April, was com- 
manded to attend His Excellency in the Legislative Council Chamba*, 
where the Speaker appeared, accompanied with only seventeen Mem- 
bers. The Royal Assent was given to six Acts, already alluded to 
in the course of our preceding remarks ; and His Excellency closed 
the Session with a Speech containing the usual topics of praise for 
past conduct, and pleasing anticipations for the future. 

The treaty of Amiens, on the conclusion of which, Lieutenant 
Governor Milnes had so recently congratulated the Parliament of 
Lower Canada, was soon found to be only a hollow truce between 
France and England, during which, I^Japoleon Bonaparte was un- 
ceasingly occupied with schemes of unprincipled ambition, more con- 
nected with the aggrandizement of himself and his relations, than 
with the happiness of the thoughtless and mfatuated Frenchmen, who 
had suffered themselves to be harnessed to the triumphal car of this 
Corsican adventurer. The rapid extension of the effects of his am- 
bition, in Italy and Switzerland, was accompanied by such taunts and 
insults to England, that a rupture became inevitable ; and, in the 
month of May, His Majesty recommenced war, with a more general 
support from the British Parliament and Nation, than had been expe- 
rienced since the period of the conquest of Canada, in the Adminis- 
tration of the elder Pitt. 

Official intelligence of the war between Great Britain and the 
French, and the Batavian Republics, having reached Quebec in July, 
1803, the same was communicated by Proclamation ; and in virtue 
of a section of the Militia Act, the Provincial Parliament, which 
stood prorogued till tl^e 24th of August, was summoned to laetl, for 
the despatch of business, on the 2d of the same month. 

This extraordinary Session was opened by Lieutenant Governor 
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Sir Robert Shore Milnes^ with a short Speech, announcing the com- 
mencement of hostilities, and recommending the renewal of the ex- 
pired Acts for the regulation of Aliens, and for the better preserva- 
tion of His Majesty's Government. 

The promptitude with which the great Majority of the Members 
of the House of Assembly repaired to Quebec for the public service, 
was a topic of eulogium in the Official Gazette ; and the Addresses of 
both Houses to His Excellency, were replete with sentiments of loy- 
alty and patriotism. 

llie zeal of the Majority was so great, that the accustomed salvo 
of privilege was omitted; and, without waiting for the introduction 
and reading of any Bill, the Speaker was requested, immediately af- 
ter the return of the House, to report His Excellency's Speech, which 
being done, a Committee of five Members was appointed to frame the 
Addreafi in reply.* 

The utmost unanimity prevailed in passing the temporary Acts al- 
luded to in His Excellency's Speech; but even this short Session of 
ten days affords some specimens of opposition to the Executive, and 
differences between the Legislative Council and the House of As- 
sembly. The increase of new Laws bearing upon the public duties 
of an uneducated Population, whose plea of ignorance could not al- 
ways be equitably rejected, induced the Government to devise more 
suitable means than the press, for the communication of Laws to the 
unlettered Peasantry ; and, at the suggestion of the Executive, the 
Legislative Council passed a Bill, entitled '' An Act for the more am" 
pie publication of certain Acts of the Provincial Parliament^* by which 
it was enacted, that all Rectors^ Curates^ or other Priests or Ministers 
of the several Parishes or Churches of this Province^ shall publicly 
read after Divine Service in the morning, at the Presbytere or other 
usual places, where the legal assemblies of each Parish are held, all 
Acts and Proclamations, or any part thereof, tolien and so often as they 
or either of them shall be thereunto required by the Governor, Lieute- 
nant Governor, Sfc. ; and, for this purpose, it' was further enacted, that 
all such persons should be furnished, by the Clerk of the Legislative 
Council, with copies of the Latvs passed at each Session of the Pro* 
vincial Parliament. 

When this Bill on the 8th August was moved to a second reading 
in the House of Assembly, Mr. Papineau, who abhorred the measure, 
as being calculated to facilitate the extension of the influence of the JEx- 
ecutive over the Romish Priests, and, through them, over the ConstitU' 

* Mr. Joseph Papineau, who had abwnted himself during the previous Ses&ions, 
took the oaths and his seat on the 3d of August ; and his name appears on the same 
day as one of the Messengers sent to His Excellency to learn when he would be 
pleased to receive the House with its Address. We may here remark, that the at- 
tendance of Members was considered of such consequence, that the namet nf thote 
wAo had performed their public duties were ordered to be recorded in the Journals of 
the House, being in all thirttfmseven* 
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ents of the Majoriij/y moved in amendmeDt that- the question should 
be postponed till 1st September next ; and this means of defeating the 
measure failed only by the casting vote of the Speaker. 'J he oppo- 
sition next endeavoured to substitute the oldest Captains of Militia 
for the Priests ; and this warlike movement had momentary success ; 
but, as in the celebrated case of the Road Act in the year 1795, the 
friends of the Administration rallied their Forces, restored the Priests, 
and the Bill was finally passed on the 10th of August, without amend- 
ment. 

Another measure, recommended by His Excellency, was the en- 
couragement and discipline of such Corps of Men as should volunta-> 
rily offer their services for the defence of their Towns and Coasts, or 
for the general defence of this Province during the present War. A 
Bill for this purpose was introduced by Mr, Papineau, interfering with 
that complete controul of Militia arrangements which the Law 
had invested in the Governor ; and as the measure did not appear 
calculated to extend the powers of the Executive, the Bill passed by 
the Assembly, after some unsuccessful efforts to render it acceptable, 
was not proceeded upon in the Legislative Council before the Proro- 
gation, which took place on the 11th of August, 1803. 

The closing Speech of His Excellency to both Houses acknowledged 
the alacrity with whiqh they had provided for the primary objects of 
his recommendation ; alluded to the late successes of His Majesty's 
Arms in the West Indies, as being events connected with the se- 
curity of the Province ; and finally intimated to the Members the im- 
portance of their unremitted exertions, in such times, to disseminate 
throughout the Colony those principles of loyalty by which they 
appeared to have been actuated. 

During the recess, the effects of the War, carried on with vigour, 
was extensively felt, in the encreased demand for Grain, Flour, Pro- 
visions, Lumber, and other articles of Canadian Produce in the Bri- 
tish Markets ; all which were admitted for Home Consumption, Duty 
free, with the exception of Grain, Flour, Furs and Peltries, which paid 
moderate Duties. Shipbuilding, which had been gradually augment- 
ing at Quebec, was soon destined to be commenced at Montreal ; 
and, being a branch of Industry which can be exercised during the 
long Canadian Winter, it was as much recommended by this circum- 
stance of continual employment, as by the scope which it afforded to 
the clearance of Lands, by the internal demand for Timber thus creat- 
ed. As being connected also with the encouragement to clear Lands, 
we should mention the encreasing manufacture of Pot and Pearl Ashes, 
of which articles above a thousand tons were this year exported from 
Quebec to the Ports of Great Britain. The Trade of the Country, 
Inland and Foreign, augmented by the demand caused by the War in 
Europe, had obtained no direct encouragement from the Local Gov- 
ernment and Legislature ; on the contrary, it will appear that ihe Ma^ 
jority of the House of Assembly extended their pernicious and Anti" 
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commercial st^stem of taxing Merchandize for every spcciei of Public 
Expenditure^ stigmatising Commerce as the cause of the encrease of 
crime f and necessitating the erection of Courthouses^ Gaolsy Houses of 
C trrection^ Hospitals^ SfC* Such conduct and misrepresentation, 
blended with compliments to the simple and negative virtues of the 
plodding Peasantry, could not fail to please the great body of Elec- 
tors, and to insure the re-election of the same Members, giving a com- 
flexion decidedly French^ Feudal and Anti-commercial to the Legisla^ 
tion of L,ovjer Canada^ and finally deterring His Majesty s Repre^ 
sentative and the Inhabitants fj British origin from agitating any 
measures of improvement in the Lower Houses except tvhen forced to 
do so by the ioants of an encreasing Population^ and the importunities 
of the Inhabitants of Upper Canada and the adjoining States ; whose 
Commercial relations with Lower Canada required the facilities of 
good RoadSf Bridges^ Canals^ the improvement of Rivers, and th^ 
means of Conveyance by Land and by Water, 

The Fifth and last Session of the Third Provincial Parliament was 
opened on the 10th February, 1804-, by the Lieutenant Governor, 
whose Speech, as usual, began with business and ended with compIi« 
ment, breathing acknowledgments for past and expectation of future 
instances of duty and loyalty. His Excellency ascribed to both 
Houses uncommon anxiety to continue the Acts revived last Session, 
for the regulation of Aliens and the better preservation of His Majes- 
ty's Government ; and he reminded them of the expiring Act for the 
relief of Insane Persons and the support of Foundlings, referring to 
the beneficial effects of that humane Law during an experience of 
four years. Alluding to the repeated occurrence of Accidents by 
Fire, his Excellency expressed a hope that this Session would not pass 
by without some provision for their prevention or for restraining their 
disastrous effects, stating farther that, in consequence of the destruc* 
tion of the Gaol of Montreal by one of those accidents, he had been 
obliged to give directions for such reparation of the ruins as might 
serve as a temporary Prison, the expense of which would be laid be- 
fore them. Addressing the House of Assembly, his Excellency next 
promised Statements of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown, and 
of the Civil Expenditure of the past year ; after which, address- 
ing both Houses, he attempted to excite their emulation, by referring 
to the important advantages of unanimity and energy, exhibited in 
the public affairs of the Parent State. Pledging himself to perform 
his part, His Excellency ended his Speech with the most earnest re- 
commendation of unanimity and vigour in the despatch of the public 
business. 

The Address of the Legislative Council, though expressed in re-, 
spectful language, was not that echo to the Speech which was usually 
given ; it was brief, and alluded, in general terms only, to the recom- 
mendations contained in the Speech ; and the spirit of this composi- 
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iion seemed calculated to deprecate the style in tohich His Excellency 
mingled eulogium of the past with brilliant anticipations qfthefuturcj 
on every occasion of meeting the Legislature. 

The Address of the House of Assembly was a perfect echo to the 
Speech, containing promises of unanimity, zeal, and despatch, which 
were very imperfectly performed. 

Before the Speaker was permitted, however, to report the Speech, 
the Majority took care to resume the s^lvo of privilege omitted in the 
Fourth Session ; and leave was accordingly granted to Mr. Berthelot 
to bring in a Bill to continue '* an Act for establishing Regulations 
respecting Aliens and certain Subjects of His Majesty tvho have resid- 
ed in France^ coming into this Province^ or residing therein^* — which 
became a Law without any material debate or discussion. The other 
temporary Acts recommended to be continued by His Excellency, as 
matter of course, and other expiring Law9 were duly renewed. 

The means to be devised for the prevention of Accidents by Fire, 
and the discussions on the mode in which the expense of erecting a 
Gaol in Montreal, together with the choice of a fit spot for its loca- 
tion, were the subjects that chiefly produced debates, and called forth 
the peculiarities of the ambition of the Majority. This Session is al- 
so remarkable for the first attempt to establish the Corporation, call- 
ed afterwards the Trinity House of Quebec, for the better regulation 
of Pilots and Shipping, and for the improvement of the Navigation of 
the St. Lawrence ; but this measure was postponed, as being less ur- 
gent than others, which came home to the business and bosoms of the 
Majority. An attempt was also made this Session, by the Repre- 
sentatives of the Borough of Three-Rivers, to have its Courts of Jus- 
tice on a more extensive scale, with two Sedentary Judges, instead 
of one, and four Court Terms, instead of two ; and very plausible ar- 
guments for this extension were found in the encreasing Population 
and Commerce of that Borough and District, and in the expected pro- 
gress of the new Townships. This measure was, however, opposed 
with success, by the Attorney-General, Mr. Setoelly xvho appears to 
have doubted the progress of the settlement of the Tottmships under the 
influence of French Lato and of the late arrangements q; the Land 
Board. Leave of absence having been granted to William Smithy 
Esq.f Master in Chancery, a second Officer of that rank was appoint- 
ed by the Lieutenant Governor, in the person of Charles Delery, Esq. : 
and this new appointment of an Officer, to whose other duties was at- 
tached that of carrying Messages from the Legislative Council to the 
Assembly, was communicated to the latter Body by one of its Mem- 
bers, the Honourable James M^Gilly an Executive Councillor, and no 
objection to this new appointment was made by the Majority. 

On the 9th of March, the Honourable Mr. M^Gill presented a 
Message from His Excellency, accompanying Statements of the Pro- 
vincial Revenue of the Crown, and the Expenditure for the year end- 
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ed the 5th of January, 1804*, which Message was read, all the Mem- 
bers standing uncovered, agreeably to the etiquette of the British 
House of Commons on similar occasions. The amount of the Re- 
venue was thirty-two thousand two hundred and seventy-six pounds, 
currency, and that of the expenditure, thirty-six thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy -one pounds sterling, or about forty-one thousand 
pounds currency ; and toe may here remark^ that the excess of the eX' 
penditure over the Revenue, had alvoays been defrayed by the British 
Government^ toithout, in a single instance, urging the House of As' 
sembly to make good the deficit. The amount of Drawbacks of Duties 
to which Upper Canada Y>^as this year entitled, was one thousand 
three hundred and forty pounds sterling, showing a decided increase 
in the consumption of dutiable articles in that Province, whose popu- 
lation was now augmenting by emigration from Scotland, under the 
auspices of the enterprising, though singularly unfortunate, Earl of 
Selkirk ; whose eventful undertakings must hereafter be frequently 
mentioned, as having been the means of enforcing the attention of 
the British Government to the state of the Canadas. 

On the 10th of March, the Lieutenant Governor communicated to 
the Assembly, by a written Message, a statement of the expenditure 
for a temporary Prison in Montreal, amounting to six hundred and 
fifteen pounds currency, accompanied by a Presentment of the Grand 
Jury of that City and District, addressed to the Justices of His Ma- 
jesty's Court of King's Bench. This latter Document is of such im- 
portance, with respect to the financial principle which it supports, 
that we deem it expedient to make a few extracts from it, and to give 
the names of the subscribing Jurors, the Majority of whom were un- 
questionably the richest, best informed, and most respectable persons 
belonging to the City and District of Montreal. The Grand Jurors, 
having stated in their Presentment the absolute necessity of a speedy 
provision for a permanent Gaol and ^ouse of Correction, suitable to 
the growing wants of the increasing population of that large District, 
proceed as follows: — 

^* No question can therefore arise upon the subject, but as to the \ 

*^ mode of making Provision for the expense to be incurred ; and on ^ 

<' this head, they conceive there is no impropriety in the Grand Jury | 

" expressing their sentiments. 

" They hold it' as a general principle, to be economical and xvise^ 
" that the expense of local objects should be defrayed by local means* . 
" An Assessment upon the District of Montrealyjbr a Gaol and 
" House of Correction, cannot possibly be burthensome to the Inhabit 
" tants thereof, and is, in our opinion, the proper means to be ic- 
" sorted to, on the occasion* 

" The uniform practice of the Mother Country, in this respect, 
where the subject of Finance, both general and local, is thoroughly 
understood, not only sanctions, but strongly recommends this mea^ 
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** sure ; and it xvill he wise to be guided hi/ her experience of the salu' 
** '^^j/ effects uhich have resulted J'rom such a system" 

The Grand Jurors, after alluding to the alarming increase of crime 
within their large and central District, and to the late destructive 
fires which had taken place, finish their Presentment, by stating the 
necessity of an Act, for the jmrpose of strengthening the hands of 
the Magistrates of Montreal^ for the prevention of accidents by fire* 

The names of the subscribers to this important Document, dated 
Montreal, the 10th of September, 1803, are Ls, Guy^Jarnes Dnnlop, 
J, Bouthillier, J. G, Delisle, J. M. Mondelet, Ls. Chaboillez, John 
OgilviCy M. Kay, J. Hervieux, John Blachcood, Junn, Joseph Fro- 
bisher, John McKindlay^ Mce. Blondeau, John Lilly, Gab. Fran* 
chere, R, Cruikshank, St, Geo. Dupre, John Richardson, Frangois 
Desrivieresy James Caldwell, J. P, Leprohon, 

The Financial doctrine contained in this Presentment, was so con- 
trary to the views of the Majority of the House of Assembly, that it 
was not treated with the regard which it deserved ; and, though it 
contained important matter on the subject of accidents by fire, it 
was not ordered to be referred to the Committee appointed, about 
this time, to bring in a Bill for the prevention of sucn accidents, — 
This Presentm&nt, however, was employed to infiuence the approaching 
Klection, as containing a Doctrine revolting to the penurious habits of 
the Peasantry, who found in it an extension of the principles of the 
Road Act, which first laid a contribution on their labour for local 
improvement. 

We return to the events of the Session, by stating that the absence 
of Members, for Electioneering and other purposes, had, on the 10th 
of March, so much reduced the number of those present, that the 
quorum for the remainder of the Session was, by the casting vote of 
the Speaker, ordered to be Twelve Members. 

The same day, the Bill for amending the Ordinance and Act for pre- 
venting Accidents by Fire, was committed ; and some progress having 
been reported, leave was obtained for the Committee to sit again. 
This very important Bill, having been much modified in its passage 
through the House, by the Majority, who were not inclined to give 
any encouragement to proprietors covering their buildings with Tin and 
Iron, instead of Shingles, was amended in the Legislative Council, 
for the purpose of such encouragement ; and, after a conference be- 
tween the Houses on the disputed points, the measure was laid aside; 
nor has the yearly increasing importunity of the Cities of Quebec and 
Montreal yet succeeded in obtaining any amendment of the Ordinance 
and Act for preventing Accidents by Fire. The endeavours of the 
Citizens for this purpose have been the more weakly seconded by 
the Executive; because the ambition of the Majority of ike House of 
Assembly, had now declared war against all permanent Acts; and, as 
the question whether a temporary Act could suspend a permanent 
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Act beyond tho period rif the existence of such temporary Act, hod 
not been settled (as it may now be eoniidcred from the revivql o£ the 
old Militia Lnws in this present year 1827) the Government, as will 
hereafter appear, was extremely cautious in calling for the exercise 
of the Powers of the House of ABsembly, which mere generally em- 
pUtyed by the Majority to eacronek upon Hit M(yeit>f't Pren^tivei, 
tnd cramp the operalions of the Executive, 

The conduct of the Majority now began to interfere with that spirit 
of compromise which bad previously existed i and the Legislative 
Council, in self-defence, began to scrutinise the pretentions of the 
Assembly, with that legal acuteness which the composition of the 
Council enabled it to bring to such questions. This present Session, 
irhen the Assembly had se.it up for concurrence, a Bill appointing 
Commissioners to meet Commissioners to be appointed by Upper Ca- 
nada, on the division of Revenue, which Bill contained the nacnes of 
the proposed Coramis«oners, the Council amended it by Investing the 
nomination and appointment of the Commissioners in the Qovemor, 
considering Ikem as a kind i}f diplojnatic mimon to be regulated agree' 
ablu to the analogies of ihe treaty making power, inherent in the Crown. 
A long and interesting (inference took place between both Houses 
OD tliis subject ; when the Managers for the Assembly attempted to 
establish a distinction between Missions on questions of Revenue, and 
Missions for General and International purposes. The influence of 
the mercantile interest, the practice hitherto followed, and the ur- 
gency of the measure, prevailed on the Council to withdraw its 
amendment, not, however, toithout protesting against this eoncession 
being drawn into precedent ; and tae Bill received the Royal Assent 
at the end of the Session. 

With a view to call In question the Territorial Prerogative of the 
Crown in virtue of the Conquest, the Majority of the Assembly re- 
fused to proceed in voting a Supply for the building of a Gaol in 
Montreal, before appointing Commissioners to inquire whether no 
private individuals had claims on the lot of ground proposed to be 
granted by His Majesty (or its acite ; but the Bill passed for this pur- 
pose, was rejected by the Legislative Council j and the next Assem- 
bly, importuned by the Citizens of Montreal to make provision for 
so urgent an object, accepted the proposed lot of ground with that 
sullen discontent, which characterises disappointed ambition. 

A late opinion of the Chief Justice, expressed in the Court of Ap- 
peals, having called in question the legality of numerous Marriages, 
solemnized by Ministers not belonging to the Protestant Episcopal 
and Romish Church, the greatest alarm and anxiety took place in the 
minds of Presbyterians and other IVotestants, causing tome to apply 
to the Lord Bishop of Quebec, Jbr a Ratification of Marriages of long 
Handing, by a neiv Celebration of the Rite, agreeably to the /brms of 
the Church of England. But this being no remedy to the civil eflects 
of illegal Marriage, an Act was passed this Session, to quiet the 



74 POLITICAL ANNALS [CHAP. 

minds of the interested, by confirming all Marriages which had been 
solemnized since the Conquest, by Ministers and Justices of the 
Peace, enacting that all such Marriages, from the day of their cele- 
bration, shall be held good and valid in law, to all civil effects, in- 
tents and purposes. 

The opinion expressed in the Court of Appeals, having placed the 
Presbyterians in connection with the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland on the footing of Dissenters within the Province, a Bill 
was introduced into the Assembly for their relief; but this measure 
was not persevered in, owing to the repugnance of this alledged 
branch of the established Church of Scotland to be publicly designa- 
ted as Dissenters ; and they have never ceased to urge their claims to 
participate in the confidence, support and patronage of the Government j 
as a Church co-ordinate in civil and religious rights^ tvith the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church, 

The Supplies voted this Session, were three thousand three hundred 
and ninety-one pounds seven sliillings and ten pence currency, to 
make good the deficiency in the Funds for paying the salaries of the 
Officers of the Legislative Council and Assembly, and the contingent 
expenses thereof, and one thousand six hundred and ninety-one 
pounds four shillings, to replace advances by His Majesty, towards 
the completion of the Court-houses of Quebec and Montreal ; — for 
the translation of the Lex Parliamentaria, two hundred pounds, and, 
to balance an account of Books purchased, seventy-five pounds. 

The only new Act, affecting Corrmerce, passed this Session, was 
one for the inspection of Beef and Pork, containing regulations for 
the curing and packing of Provisions, and the conduct of Inspectors 
appointed for the purpose. This Act contains a judicious clause res- 
tricting all such Inspectors from dealing in provisions ; and, though 
the exigencies of an extending commerce required its amendment, 
some of the recent modifications have not been approved of by prac- 
tical men. It is worthy of remark, that in the year 1824, in the first 
Session of the last Parliament, a Bill for the amendment of the laws 
for curing and inspecting Provisions, was drafted by the Montreal 
Committee of Trade, and transmitted with accompanying minutes of 
evidence, to certain Members of the honourable House ; but that 
such was the neglect exhibited of the mercantile interest of Montre- 
al, that the Bill and Papers xvere mislaid, to the great disappointment 
and disgust of the Jramers, loho have never returned to the task of re- 
pairing this less. 

Thirteen Acts, of which eight were temporary, were passed this 
Session, which was closed on the 2d of May, 1804, with a Speech by 
the Lieutenant Governor, who added to his accustomed portion of 
praise, the most earnest solicitations that the Members, returning to 
their respective residences, would exert themselves to strengthen and 
extend the spirit of loyalty and gratitude to His Majesty, whose Gov- 
ernment had conferred so many benefits upon the Province, protect- 
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ed, as it was Crom the evils of the war atflicting many Countries, hy 
the powerful arms of Great Britain. Such benefits, long familiarised 
to the minds of the great Majority of the Papulation, were, however, 
failing into contempt and ohiivion ; and, it being the lot 0/ humaniti/, 
that the absence of real grievancec should be replaced by imaginaiy 
onei, there was not viaiiling a variety of such topics Jbr the exercist of 
eloquence and declamation on the part of the Majority oftht French 
Canadian Candidates at the approaching General Election. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
A. D. 1805 & 1606. 

Fourth House of Astembly,— Account of the conduct and Speechet of the Candt- 
dcUesat the General Election,— The topics of declamation ^ properly ana- 
Ijfsed, are all referable to the natural discontents of a Roman Catholic and 
French People, subjected to a Protestant and British King,— The Dema- 
gogues begin to draut false analogies between the Grievances of Ireland and 
those of Lower Canada, Their continual boasts of Loyalty to the King em» 
ployed to cloak their hatred of Britons, and their opposition to the Local 
Government, — Composition of the Fourth House of Assembly, viewed with 
reference to the Temporising Disposition of the Executive,— First Session, 
— Mr, Panet re-elected Speaker, — Lieutenant Governor's Speech to bath 
Houses, characterised by moderated expectations of benefit from the Popu- 
lar Branch. — Addresses in Reply,— Renewal of Temporary Acts, — Mr, Eich' 
ardson*8 Bill for the Destruction of Thistles, passed by the House of Assem- 
bly, but rejected by the Legislative Council,— Proceedings on Controverted 
Flections, defeated by the want of a Provincial Law on the subject— this 
Defect afterwards supplied by the Act 48> Geo. IIL, Cap, 21. — Influence of 
the Commercial Minority in obtaining the improvement of the Rapids, and 
the establishment of a Turnpike Road between Montreal and Lachine,— Al- 
lusion to the Corporation of the Trinity House, as being connected with the 
vicious, Anti-commercial and Anti-colonial System of concentrating all 
power in Quebec— Abortive attempts of the English Seigneurs and Merchants 
in the Assembly to obtain medijications of the Feudal Tenure of Lands,— 
Description oftheRetrait Lignager.—This right defended by the Majority, 
as preserving Heritable Property in Families, — Account of the Debate on 
Mr, CaldwelPs Bill for enabling the Seigneurs to compound for their Feu- 
dal Rights,— The arguments of the opponents of this measure combatted by 
reference to the effects of a Free Tenure of Lands in New Hampshire,— Act 
to encourage Credit Sales of Seed Wlieat, by giving a privilege to Sellers on 
the Crop, besides a general Mortgage,— Reflections on Legislative Relief in 
cases of Local Scarcity. — Act to provide fur the erection of District Gaols in 
Quebec and Montreal.-^The Commercial Minority make an ineffectual op-' 
position to the system of expending the Funds raised by Taxes on Merchan- 
dise, for Local Establishments. — Mr, Richardson^s Bill for ihe celebration 
of Matrimony, passed in the House of Assembly, is rejected by the Legisla- 
tive Council, — Amount of the Provincial Revenue and Expenditure,— The 
House of Assembly orders the translation of HatselPs Precedents,^- Account 
of some private Acts passed this Session.^Sir Robert Shore Milne^s Speech at 
the end of the Session, — End of his Administration^ and conjecture on the 
nature of his Report to the Colonial Department on (Jie state of ike Province. 



VIII.] 



OP LOWER CANADA. 77 



—AdminiitnUian of Mr. Jti'lict Dunn, under Iht title of Fraident — Hit 
adoaruxti at:e and ttmpiriiing diipiiition encauroge Ihe Demagogiiet to 
maktnm atlemplita overaue and uiCtiee their oppancnli.— Second Seuion. 
— .ICCMint ef till Preiident'i ^eech, uhich recammendt no mcatwea except 
thtrtneaal of tkt iempirari/ Acti.—Aidiciiei of bjtfi Hotua in reply, — 
Jbial ene half ef the Mem/nri of Iht Hovtc of Atttmbly du not attend Ihit 
Seation, and the reit are chiefi3i occupied in violer.tand vindictive meaturet 
againel the Merchanti and other opponents uf their Financial Syilem. — 
TinanciaC principles of the Merehanti and British Settlers described. 
Means employed to recommend them to the British part of the Papulation 
and to His Mn/eily'i Government.— The Majority of the House of Assembly 
tuet its cinstrucliiie privileges intemperalely a-^ainit Ihe Press, — Vales cer- 
lain Toasts at a public Dinner at Montreal libellous ; and orders Mr. Todd, 
Ihe President of the Dinner Parly, and Mr. Eiuardi, tite Publisher of Ihe 
TMiti, la betaken into custody by the Serjeant at Arm>.~The obnoxious 
Toasts stated verbatim, shoaing that an intolerant and overbearing spirit 
alone eotsld haet reprobated their freedom — Mr. Cary, the Editor of the 
Quebec Mercury, ordered inlj custody far giving an account of the Debates 
in the House of Assembly j but is released on making an apjlo^ for his 
conduct — The Mnjority, meeting tvilh delays and dijieulties, give up Ihe 
projeealion of Mr. Todd and Mi: Edwards. —Memorial of the Assembly la His 
M^'eity in support of the Financial A^ilem of taxing imported Merchan- 
diee exclvsivtly ta defray Public Expenses, local as well as general. — This 
predsietion criticised, and its false and factious principles exposed.— Its 
mitrepresentation of facts referred to, as characteristic of the phst and pre- 
sent conduct of the Popular Branch j tuhick sacrifices Ihe Commercial and 

Colonial interetts to those of an ignorant Peasantry Bill to cansalidale 

the Daas giving a regulated monopoly far the conveyance of Travellers, 
pasted in Ihe Assembly, but rejected in the Le^islalice Council.— F^arts of 
tht Commercial Minority inthe House — Actf^rthe Inspection of Flour, 
flC—BeJleetions.— Amount of the Provincial Reoenue and Expenditure.-^ 
The President refuses to advance money on the Address of the House, for 
the translatian of Hatstll's Precedents.— Beientment of the Assembly delay- 

ed by the Prorogation — End of this short and unproductive Session Tht 

PrtaidenI, in his closing Speech, laments the abience of many of the Mem- 
bers from the Haute of Assembly during l/ie whole Scision. 

In our laat Cliapter, we alluded to the topics of declamation em- 
ployed by the Candidates for seats in the Fourth House of Assem- 
bly, at the General Election, which took place io July, 1804. Those 
topics were partly retrospective and existing, but chiefly prospective 
or imaginary. Tlie retrospective, properly analysed, merely bewailed 
ihe natural consequences of the conquest of the Country, which liad 
invested the conquering Sovereign, a Protestant King of a Commer- 
cial and Protestant Nation, with power over a people of the Romish 
Religion, and habituated to the French and Feudal Laws, and other 
Institutions, embarrassing to (^ommcrce and to Agricultural Improve- 
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meni. The accommodating Act of 1774" had not removed all those 
circumstances of the Conquest, which disturbed the routine and ha- 
bits of the Peasantry, and still left causes of jealousy between the 
new and old subjects, which were deeply felt, though not openly ex- 
pressed, by the French Canadians and by their Representatives. 
The King of England had taken possession of the Property of the late 
Older of Jesuits, originally granted for the education of persons pro- 
fessing the Romish Religion ; and would naturally employ the reve- 
nue of that Property in such a manner as might insure a share of its 
benefits to his Protestant Subjects, tt>^o ti>ere likrvoise Jree Jrom the 
obligation of pairing tythcs to the Romish Priests, Under the French 
donjinion^ all the Lands of New France would have been granted, un- 
der the Feudal Tenure, to provide for the encreasing population of 
French Canadians of the Romish Religion ; while the King of En- 
gland, a Sovereign of a Nation chiefly Protestant, would naturally 
employ his Prerogative with the view of giving an ample share of the 
unlocated and ungranted Lands to Protestants. These consequences 
were already felt by the French Canadians; and mingled in their 
minds wkh other alledged grievances actually existing ; — they repined 
at the number of offices of profit and honour held by Protestants, and 
at that compromise which, under the new Constitution, bad taken 
place between a majority of Protestant Officers and a minority of Ro- 
man Catholic Officers of the Civil Establishment, forming a species 
of Oligarchy. The Constitution, indeed, had a decided tendency to 
render the Popular Branch of the Provincial Legislature Roman Ca- 
thohc and French; but the importance of that Branch was lessened, 
and its ambition of exclusive dominion impeded, by the existence of 
the Legislative Council as a co-ordinate Branch originating in, and 
influenced by, the prerogatives and characteristics of a Protestant 
Crown. Among the alledged existing grievances was fartlier men- 
tioned the reluctance of the Executive to the establishment of new 
Parishes, to facilitate the extension of a Roman Catholic Population, 
whose encreasing numbers were said to be wasted, and reduced to 
hewers of wood and drawers of water for Commercial Adventurers. 
The prospective evils held forth were the tendency to heavy Taxa- 
tion, which a connection with the British Government was calculated 
to introduce ; and the marked disposition of Commercial men to throw 
the expenses of Government upon the occupkrs of Land, in the shape 
of Assessments and other direct Taxes.. Though as yet only attempt- 
ed for Local purposes, it was boldly asserted, by some of the Candi- 
dates, that the Lands would eventually be taxed for general purposes, 
including that of supporting a Protestant standing Army, as in Ire- 
land. All these delusive topics were, however^ strangely and hypo- 
critically mingled with displays of loyalty to the King ; and jedoustf 
of Englishmen xvas successfully engrafted upon the hereditary devotion 
of the French Canadians to Monarchical poxoer* 
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Notwithstanding the effects of siicii topics upon the front body 
of the EfectoTS who, in fact, felt no pressure of immuiltnlc evil:;, ihe 
FoHrtli House of Asseinbly presented no very fomiidnble op()Oiient3 
to the temporising views of the Executivci which merely asaumeil a 
defensive position to guard that distribution of power and profit, 
which the individuals comprising it had long enjoyed. The Govern- 
ment of t)ir Itobert Shore Milnea had nothing of enterprise in its 
character, and was influenced in its measures by the pressure of cir- 
cumstance* only. 

The Fourth House of Assembly was composed of thirty-five Ca- 
nadian, and fifteen English Members; among the whole fifty, were 
cioht Proprietors i>f' Seigniories, five Members of the Executive Coun- 
cil, toio Judges, eight Laaiyers, including the Attorney General, 
Jour Notaries, ten Habitants, or Farmers, and the remainder Traders, 
Shopkeepers, S^c. Includii^ Executive Councillors, we find in this 
House, ten Individuals extensively engaged in Foreign and Inland 
Trade, to whom may be entirely ascribed the measures of the pre- 
sent Session, connected with the improvement of the communications 
by Land and by Water, and the extension of the Financial Arrange- 
ment with Upper Canada, for four years, enacted during the first Ses- 
sion, which was distinguished by a great variety of interesting dis- 
cussions. 

Afler an unsuccessful attempt on the part of the Minority, on the 
9th of January, to nominate a French Canadian Placeman as Speak- 
er, Mr, J, A. Panet, was elected by a great majority of the Menibers, 
and approved ot by the Crown ; and on the 1 1th of January, ISIU, 
His Excellency opened the Session with a gracious Speech, in which, 
however, ive perceive a subdued tone and less of brilliant anticipa- 
tion, than distinguished that of the first Session of the third Parlia- 
ment. His Excellency first recommended the continuance of the 
temporary Acts connected with the security of His Majesty's Gov- 
ernment, and next urged the necessity of providing for a Gaol at 
Montreal. Addressing himself to the House of Assembly, he pro- 
mised Statements of the Provincial Revenue .of the Crown, and of 
the Civil Expenditure during the last twelve months. The Speech 
ended by assuring both Houses, that His Excellency felt much inter- 
est in the welfare and happiness of the Country, and called upon 
them for unanimity and despatch, as the best means of evincing their 
gratitude to His Miijesty, for having conferred upon them what he 
was pleased, as usual, to characterise as an excellent Constitution. 

The Addresses of both Houses, in reply, were nearly echoes to the 
Speech ; but the Legislative Council said nothing in reference to the 
character of the Constitution ; while the House of Assembly repre- 
sented it in the brightest colours ; and, without the slightest allusion 
to the Foreign Laws and Institutions on which it had been engrafted, 
nor to its inefiicacy in producing fruits agreeable to a Britidi taste^ 
it was declared to be an inestimable blessing. 
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Before the Speaker reported the Speech, the accustomed salvo of 
privilege took pldco, by introducing and reading, for the first tiine» 
" An Act to continue an Act for the better preservation of His Ma- 
jesti/s Government.'* 

On the 15th of January, Mr. Richardson presented a Bill for the 
destruction of Tliistles and otiier Weeds noxious to Agriculture, 
which eventually passed the House, but was lo5t in the Legislative 
Council, to the great disappointment of all who could appreciate the 
damage done by the spreading nature of the Canada Thistle, xiohose 
sccc/sy carried hy the m?td throughout the Province and neighbouring 
Slates, contaminate every fields and give a slovenly appearance to eve- 
. ry farm. 

This Session, proceedings took place on controverted Elections ; 
but, though great irregularities were proved, no Election was annulled, 
the matter being the more easily laid aside, because Members of the 
Majority, as well as of the Minority, were implicated. The ostensi- 
ble reason given for this compromise, however, was that there was no 
Act providing for the trial of controverted Electrons, which defect 
was afterwards supplied in the fourth Session of this Parliament, by 
the Act 48, Geo. III. Cap. 21. 

In consequence of a Petition from the Merchants of Montreal, 
praying for the means of removing obstructions in the Rapi4s of the 
St. Lawrence, between Lachine and Montreal, and for a Law to re- 
gulate all Persons undertaking to act as Guides or Pilots of Scows and 
Rafts, two Bills were passed in both Houses, and sanctioned at the 
end of this Session ; the one for applying the sum of one thousand 
pounds towards the improvement of the Inland Navigation of this 
Province, and the other for the appointment of an Inspector and Mea- 
surer of Scows and Rafts, and for regulating the Pilots and Conduc- 
tors thereof, between Chateauguay and the City of Montreal, Those 
Measures, and the Act for establishing a Turnpike Road between 
Montreal and the Village of Lachine, showed considerable attention 
to the interests and growing commerce of that City ; but the Act 
^ passed this Session, establishing the Corporation of the Trinity House, 

-^ for the better regulation of Pilots and Shipping in the Port of Que- 

1 bee, and in the Harbours of Quebec and Montreal, exhibited that 

% disposition to concentrate all power in Quebec, which has long exist- 

^ ' ed likewise in the matter of Appeals, causing great abuses and unne- 

cessary expenses to the City and District of Montreal, which can on- 
ly be remedied and prevented by separate establishments. This 
Trinity House, during more than twenty years, has effected none of 
the contemplated improvements in the Harbour of Montreal, nor in 
the Navigation between that City and Quebec; and so great appears 
to be the wish of the Executive to extend the Controul of the me- 
; tropolis over all other places, that it remains till now the only Port of 

|; Entry for Vessels from Sea in the Canadas ; it contains the only Court 

of Appeals, the only Court of Admiralty ; and its Trinity House, not- 
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withstanding every effort on the part of the Merchants and other Ci- 
tizens of Muntrcat ; is invested with the regulation of a Beach and 
Harbour situated at the distance of one hundred and eighty railes. 
On the whole, we may boldly assert that Quebec affords an example 
of centra! nation of Military, Civil, Financial, Clerical, Commercial 
and Marine Power worthy of the policy of the late Napoleon Bo- 
naparte, and totally hostile to the general improvement of the Coun- 
try, and to the convenience of Trade. 

This Session is remarkable for some unsuccessful attacks upon the 
Feudal Tenure of lands, by a few English Seigneurs and Merchants 
in the Minority. The first motion was on the part of Mr. Cuthbert, 
who acconnpanied his Bill to abolish the Retrait Lignager, or Right 
of Redemption by near and distant Relations of any Seller of Seig- 
norial Lands, by remarks to the following effect. Any relation of 
the Seller, if of the same line or stock from whence the property 
descended, may, viitkin a ytat and a day, by this Feudal Law, take 
from the Purchaser the Property bought, on condition of returning 
the price and necessary expenses. A person, therefore, buying a lot 
of ground for a hundred pounds, and expending five thousand upon 
it, in buildings, within the year, may be deprived if the whole by a 
relation of the Seller, on condition of reimbursing the hundred pounds, 
the buildings here contemplated, not being considered, in the eye of 
the law, as necessary expenses. A motion having been made by Mr. 
Cuthbert, seconded by Mr. Young, on the 4th of February, that the 
Bill be engrossed, the supporters of the measure were astonished to 
find a strong opposition to it, headed by an English Seigneur of old 
standing, who stated that the Relrait Lignager was a part of the 
law of the land, respectable from its antiquity, and that it formed 
part of that general systetn which preserved in families the property 
which they had' long possessed.* This Bill was finally laid aside; 
but the young innovators were not yet discouraged ; for, on the 13th 
of February, Mr. John Caldwell brought in a Bill to enable the Seign- 
eurs of this Province to compoand for their Feudal Rights and Dues, 
with their Vassals and Censitaires. The Majority, as may be suppos- 
ed, prevented this Bill from advancing beyond a second reading ; but, 
when the motion was made to go into Committee, an interesting de- 
bate took place, the substance of which we shall give in a note, with 
the names of the Members who voted for and against the postpone- 

* Tl was only sftnlhedHithDr ihia Veteran T.«gUtalar, (hit (he public could 
conjecture his rcaBoiis Tor haying opposed all nindi Heat ions of the Pcudai Law, and 
Mbre particularly nerting himaeir ID prerent tbe esulilisbment of Otticei tot ilia 
public Regiairaiion of all Deed* of Sale and Encumbrances : this Gentleman died 
wiib tbe reputation, not onlji of a usefiil public terrant, but of bfini; eitremely 
rich ; but, when his affairs were eiimined. It was found Ibat hit eitentiie landed 
property was burihenrd to auch an eitenl wiib priiileged claima, that it required 
the long and iDdarati^able eieri[ons of his Eitcuton, to pa; the debts of bia £•- 
tau, leaving ■ mere trifle (u the Lrgateci. 

M 
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ment of this important and salutary measure ; which, after a lapse of 
twenty years, was the subject of an Act of the Imperial Parliament, 
the only Legislative body which seems disposed to listen to the 
prayers of the increasing population of English origin in Lower 
Canada, for any improvement of a code of laws so hostile to the 
ideas of this enlightened age, to the best interests of commerce, and 
to the industry and freedom of the human race.* 

* 'When this Bill, on the iSth of Mxu'ch, was moved to be cominitted on the 
SOib of the same month ; an amendment postponing tite Committee till the 1st of 
August next, was moved by the Majority, who aigutd to the following effect:— 
That time was necessary to consider a question of the importance of the one before 
the House. That it was an edifice not to be touched but with great caution:-— That 
the CeruHaires were too ignorant to make a proper estimation of the rights to be 
purchased from the Stigncur^ and would consequently be liable to imposition :— -That 
many of them were not in circumstances to pay the amount of the commutation:— 
That in case they made such commutation, their lands would be in danger of fulling 
into the hands of the Seignevr, for non- performance of their agreement :— That the 
Seigneur might engage them' in a commutation, without his having previously com* 
muted with the Seigneur Suzerain, the King; without which previous commutation, 
the Seigneur would be incompetent to give a clear title to the Censiiaire :— That the 
present system served to keep property in families :— That the Rentes were known, 
fixed and moderate :— 'Thata change of system would enable proprietors to insist up- 
on any rent they might think proper, from the tenant, and lands might thus be raised 
to any value :— That when property did not go out of families, the Seigneur received 
no Lods et VenteSt the burthen so much complained of. Mr. Plante admitted 
that such a commutation might be beneficial in the neighbourhood of new estab- 
lishments, such as St. Gervais. Mr. De Salaberry, in an animated speech of 
some length, besides entering into the general arguments against the commutation, 
combated some facts and dates laid down by Mr. Caldwell, respecting the first set- 
tling of the Country, in respect to ite causes and views; and the application of the 
Feudal Tenure thereto. 

The Speakers for the amendment, wete Messrs. Grant, De Salaberry, JBourdages, 
JSedard and Plants. 

Against the amendment, it was urged that, though there was no wish to press the 
business for the purpose of bringing it to a conclusion this Session, yet, by going 
into a Committee, though it sliould not be at so early a day as the one fixed on by 
the original motion, it would open a field for infori&atien and discussion, and ena- 
ble the Members to come better prepared to meet the question, on its renewal, the 
next Session : — That the present Feudal System of Tenures, however proper for 
military views, on the first settlement of the Colony, was incompatible with the pre* 
sent state of the Province :— That every facility should be given to the mutation of 
property, as well real as personal :— -That frequent mutations were sure signs of the 
prosperity of the Country :— That, under the present Feudal Tenures, a transfer of 
property was too much clogged:—- That the Lods et Ventes, particularly, were high- 
ly discouraging to enterprise ; as nothing could be more revolting to a 2>eri»on dispoS' 
ed to buUd on a lot of ground^ in itself of tittle value^ than the reflection that a Iwel/lh 
part *J his expense and labour, however considerable, is for the Seigneur :— That if 
the proposed commutation would raise the value of land, it was a strong argument 
in favour of the measure :— That if the tenant of land, in free and common soccage, 
pays a higher rent, he is fully compensated by having no feudal burthens:— That 
there was no danger of exorbitant exactions in a Country where there was such an 
extent of unsettled land :...That the purchasers, under such a tenure, would bold land 
free of all charge and servitude whatever:... That, should the Bill for the commutation 
pass into a law, it would be compulsory on no one:... That it would do no more 
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The inadequate crop of Wheat in the Autumn of 1804-, arising 
partly from an unpropitious season, and partly from the unproductive 
system of Agriculture, obstinately adhered to by an ignorant peasan- 
try, had reduced many Farmers, more particularly in the District of 
Quebec, to great privations ; and it was thought expedient to facili- 
tate their purchases of Wheat for Seed, by a law, making the amount 
of such purchases, a privileged debt, bearing a general mortgage, 
preferable to all others, and extending to the Crop of Grain. Tliis 
measure, so interesting to the Electors of the Majority, is the more 
worthy of being mentioned here, because it afterwards led to the dan- 
gerous measure of granting fort y-Jive thousand pounds to be distributed 
in Loam, under similar circumstances^ for the purchase gfSeedWhfot 
for poor Farmers in the District of Quebec, tvhich Loans xoill, in all 
probability y never be repaid to the public* 

On the 6th of February, the Committee appointed on the subject 
of District Gaols for Quebec and Montreal, reported Resolutions ; of 
which, tiie fourth intimated that the sum of nine thousand pounds 
for those objects, should be taken from the general funds of the Pro- 
vince, and the fifth recommended a variety of duties on imported 
Merchandise, as the ways and means of reimbursement. Tlie Mem- 
bers of the City of Montreal, in compliance with the opinion express- 
ed by the Grand Jury in the Presentment mentioned in our last Chap- 
ter, opposed those Resolutions, in so far as they made the Province, 
instead of the Districts respectively, bear the expense; but the 

than give a freedom of choice lo the parties, of remaining under their present tenure, 
or changing it for a free one :...That the CensUairei^ are not so ignorant of their in- 
terest as had been asserted, and could easily inform themselves of the value of the 
rights or dues they miglit be disposed to commute for, as well as of the qualiBcation 
of the Seigneur to commute :.»• That the question was simplj this :...Was it better 
to remain bound to one tenure, or to have the choice of two ? Mr. Richardson, in 
urging these points, was close and pointed in his arguments. He further said, that 
the House ought to have less repugnance to commit the Bill this Session, from a 
question of a like nature, having been fully discussed under the Government of 
Lord Dorchester ; when he, Mr. R. , laid a number of Resolves on the subject, on 
the table of the House. Mr. Young, in the course of the debate> after having strong- 
ly urged the benefit that would arise to the Countrjr from a facility of a transfer of 
property, very ably replied to Mr. Dr. Salaberry, on his statement of dates and 
facts respecting the colonization of this Province, compared with the first English 
Settlements in America. He said that this Province was a century behind New 
Hampshire in improvement, notwithstanding the superiority of the climate of this 
Province over that of New Hampsbiie. The latter being unhealthy from the hu. 
midity of the air. 

The Members who voted for the amendment were -.-^De/anaudiere, Arckambaidi, 
F. Rot/f Brodeur, Poulin, Taschereau, Rai^mondf Roy Porlelance, MondeUtt Caron, 
Bedardy Bourdages, Be Salaberry, Grant, Bertheloi, PlantS, Viger, Legendre, IVeU- 
brenner, Cartier, ChaboUlez, Rocheblave, Turgeon* 

The Speakers against the amendment were \— Messrs, Richardson, M*Gill, Young, 
and CaldtoeU, 

The Members who voted against the amendment were:— TV Attorney General, 
Messrs, M'GUl, Richardson, Young, Caldwell, Frobisher, Monro, Pykc, Porteous, 
Mure, PerrauU, Dutnont and Bemieu 



^^ 
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House, having concurred with the Comroittee, (he Act was speedily 
passed, and became a law at the end of the Session, 

The Presbyterian Congregations of the Province, having petition- 
ed for a Law to remove all doubts as to the right of their Pastors to 
solemnize Marriages, a Bill was mtroduced by Mr. Richardson, which 
passed the 8th of March, entitled " An Act to make Prevision Jor 
the celebration of Matrimony wit/iin this Province^ and to confirm cer^ 
tain Marriages therein mentioned f* but this Bill was rejected in the 
Legislative Council, which body appears to have been influenced by 
certain opinions expressed in the Court of Appeals already alluded to 
in our last Chapter. 

On the 1st o^ March, Statements o" the Provincial Revenue of the 
Crown, and of the Expenditure for the year ending the 6th of Janua- 
ry, 1805, were laid before the House. The Revenue amounted to 
about thirty thousand pounds sterling, and the Expenditure to thirty- 
three thousand pounds sterling. 

Towards the end of the Session, the propensity of the Majority to 
the French tongue, was again displayed, by ordering the Translation 
of the four Volumes of HatselFs Precedents of Proceedings in the 
House of Commons of Great Britain, restricting the expense of 
Translating and Printing the same for the use of the House, to se- 
ven hundred and fifty pounds ; and they addressed the Lieuten- 
ant Governor on the subject of issuing his warrant for the pay- 
ment of the contingent expenses of the House, including a sum of 
twenty-five pounds for Indexes to two hundred copies of the Lex 
Parliamentaria, a work translated into French as already mentioned; 
recommending, also, to His Excellency, the consideration of recom- 
pensing the services of Mr. Desbarats, Frenth Translator for the 
House. The answer of His Excellency was unfavourable to the ex- 
pense of the Indexes to the Lex Parliamentaria, and to any recom- 
pense to Mr. Desbarats, beyond his ordinary salary, expressing his 
opinion that the expenditures prayed for, were not in accordance with 
the spirit of the Act 33, Geo IIL ; but extraordinary charges, which 
the Legislature had not contemplated. 

The principal Bills, in which private Individuals were interested 
this Session, which have not been already mentioned, were as fol- 
lows : — 
y 1. An Act for the preservation of Apple Trees, in the Parish of 

■ '. Montreal, which enjoined, under a penalty, the application of Tar, 

as the means of destroying a Caterpillar, called the Arpentheuse. 
This Act, and the Bill for the destruction of Thistles, are the first 
instances of the Majority being induced to enjoin any course of im- 
provement in agricultural pursuits. 

2. An Act to authorise Thomas Porteous, Esquire, to build one 
Bridge over a Branch of the River Ottawa, otherwise Desprairies, 
from Lachenaye> to the Isle Bourdon, and another Bridge from that 
Island, to the Island of Montreal ; to establish the rate of Toll paya- 
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ble thereon, and for regulating the raid Bridge. T)iese great under- 
takings, which promised mucli good to the enterprising prujector, aa 
well as to the Country, were succtssfuUy executed; but noun after 
their benefits had been ascertained, the Bridges were carried away by 
the breaking up of the Ice. 

S. An Act for erecting an Hotel, Coffee-house and Assembly-room 
in the City of Quebec. Numerous Individuals, living together on 
friendly terms, had associated together, wiih the view of combining 
Bccommodation to Travellers, with a convenient place of resort for 
themselves and Families, for business and amusement ; and, having 
obtained this Act, they built and fitted up, at a great expense, the 
Union Hotel, which, like several other premature establishments in 
Quebec and Montreal, caused great loss and disappointment to the 
Proprietors. 

ITiis Session was closed on the 25th of March, when the Royal 
Assent was given to Sixteen Billfl, chiefly temporary ; among which, 
was one imposing a variety of Duties on Imported Goods, and ou 
[roods to be sold at Auction. 

The Presentation of this Bill of Supply, by the Speaker, was ac- 
companied by a few observations, explanatory of the views of tlie 
House, )n the choice which had been made of the particular objects 
taxed in preference to others, aa^rting that the new Duties, affect- 
ing, as they would, articles of luxury only, were most congenial to 
the situation of the Country, and to the temper of the Inhabitants. 

The closing Speech of His Excellency found topics of approba- 
tion in the great assiduity in public business, displayed by the Mem- 
bers of both Houses, and entirely omitted any allusion to difference* 
on Financial Principles and on other matters, which unfortunately ex- 
isted between Members in the House of Assembly, and between that 
House and the Executive Council. If we may judge from the 
Speeches of Sir R. S. Milnes to the Legislature, his previous Des- 
patches, and the JSeport which he made of his long Administra- 
tion to the Colonial Department, on his return to England this year, 
could not have given a true picture of the embarrassing effects of the 
new Constitution, nor have forewarned His Majesty's Government of 
the expediency of applying a speedy and effectual remedy to a dis- 
order which was yearly advancing, slowly, but certainly, to attack 
the vitals of the Administration, which, like a consumptive patient, 
had hitherto flattered itself, from time to time, with a restoration of 
strength. 

Sir Robert Shore Milnes, alledging the necesdty of a visit to En- 
gland for the improvement of his health, impaired by the labours and 
aaxieties attending his high station, obtained leave of absence in 180.5 ; 
and the Gevernment was allowed to sink still farther into lethat^y 
and decrepitude for two years, under the Presidency of the Honours* 
ble Thomas Dunn, a Puisne judge of the Court of King's Bench, for 
the District of Quebec, 
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This Gentleman, who succeeded to the Administration as the old- 
est Protestant Member of the Executive Council, was ill fitted for the 
arduous situation of defending His Majesty's Prerogative and the 
principles of British Legislation, against the systematic encroach- 
rcents of the French Canadian Majority in the House of Assembly. 
The whose of his ojfficial experience had tended to impress him with 
despair of obtaining the smallest alterations in the French and Feu- 
dal Laws under the present Constitution ; and his only object appears 
to have been to imitate the temporising and sycophantic Policy of his 
predecessor. Equally despised by his colleagues in office, and by the 
Popular Leaders, his Administration afforded an opportunity to the 
Majority of the House of Assembly, to attempt to render the con- 
structive privileges of that Body oppressive to the liberty of His Ma- 
jesty's Subjects, particularly to the Merchants, who vented their dis- 
approbation of the late taxes on Commerce, through the medium of 
the Press. 

The Second Session of the Fourth Provincial Parliament was open- 
ed, by the superannuated and temporising President, on the 20th Fe- 
bruary, 1806, with a Speech from the Throne addressed to both 
Houses, which contains the recommendation of not one Act of Legis- 
lation or provision for the Public Service, except the renewal of those 
temporary Acts for the preservation of His Majesty's Government, 
which had been considered part of the routine business of the pre- 
vious Sessions of the Provincial Parliaments, without a single expres- 
sion on the part of his Honour intimating his wish to distinguish his 
Administration, by any measure for the improvement of the Country 
in Agriculture, Commerce, Revenue, or the Arts of Life. 

The Addresses of both Houses were echoes to the Speech, accom- 
panied with a compliment to the President ; to whom they ascribed 
a warm attachment to the interest and prosperity of the Province, in 
which he had so long resided. 

This Session is distinguished by the continued absence of one half 
of the Members of the Assembly, and the irregular attendance of the 
rest ; and, though it lasted only two months, the quorums requisite 
for the transaction of business could not be obtained during half that 
period. The only indications of hfe in the Legislature, may be said 
to have arisen from the stimulus applied to the ambitious Majority 
of the House of Assembly, by the disapprobation of their previous 
conduct, expressed, through the medium of the Press, by the Mer- 
cantile interest, particularly that of Montreal ; in which City resided 
the influential Merchants engaged in the Fur Trade, under the cele- 
brated Firm of the North West Company , and other large Capitalists, 
who gave an ephemeral existence to a monied Aristocracy in the Pro- 
vince, now extinct ; and which the establishment of Banks and their 
fictitious Capital have endeavoured m vain to replace, giving, as it 
were, the shadow for the substance^ 
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Tlie gradual retreat iif the Local Government, and itic Commer- 
cial Body, bc-tore the ambitious progress of the French Caiiadiun Ma- 
jority, apjiears, at the distant period when we write, to have produced 
an oblivion of the struggles which took place in the year lh05 and 
1SU6, both on tbe principles and on the details of Provincial Taxation; 
but they are nut the te«s worthy of the attention, both of the pub- 
lic and of that Executive authority, which has been lately driven to 
ihe wall by the usurping agitators ol'the French Canadian Majority. 
The Financial principles, avowed by the Merchants and other Sub- 
jects of British origin, were congenial to the practice of England and 
of her most successful Colonics. They were recommended likewise 
by simplicity, and by their capability of being reduced to a stable 
system of Politick hconomy, distinguishing the Public Expenditure 
into three great branches, namely the necessary Expenses of Civil 
Government ; those of Local Establishnients ; and those for the Ge- 
neral Improvements of the Country. The Merchants and olhers, 
friendly to liritith principles and priuticc, canleni/e'l, that, if the sup- 
port of the Civil Giivernmeut viere nul to rest on direct Taxes, it should 
at least be secured by jwrmaneiit Ads of indirect Taxation, as aireadif 
introduced by Ike British Act H, Geo. III., Cup. 83 ; and ihe Pro- 
vincial Acts S3, S5 and 4.1, Geo. III. That Local KslabliUtments, 
suck as Court Houses, Gaols and Houses «f Correclion, should be de- 
frayed by Assessments or direct Taxes upon Ike Districts, Ciianlies 
and Cities far xekose benr/it tkey might retpedively be required. And 
Ikat.Jhr tke general imp'ovemerit of the Country alone, its Agriculture, 
Commerce, and Communication by Land and Water with the adjoin- 
ing Colonies and Foreign States, recourse should be had to tndirtct 
Taxes, of temporary duiation. 

The support of those iirinciples and practices, through the medium 
of the Prtss, aud an appeal in their tavor to the Colonial Depiirt- 
ntent of (lis Majesty's Government on the pnrt of the Montreal Aler- 
ciiatits, excited tlie jealousy uf the Anti-Brilisli and Anti-Ciiniiiierciid 
French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly, whose object 
was now to obliterate alt traces of British I'lirlianientary, and pernia- 
nent Taxation, and lo reduce His Majesty's Civil Govern incut, in- 
cluding tlie Judges and Officers uf the Crown, to a dependance uprn 
the aunual Grants of a Body elected by the almost Universal Sut- 
frage of a Population, insulaledjrom Englishmen, bj Lctus, Language, 
prejudices aud habile, peculiar to tkcrmetves. 

Tliis being noxoriously the case, it should not surprise our readen 
to find tlie Majority of the House of Assembly this Session, exercising 
their constructive privileges to counteract the public expression of 
any sentiments hostile to those objects of their ambition. Accord- 
ingly, when the toasts at a public dinner in Montreal, given in ho- 
nor of the Members ^for that City, who had supported British prin- 
ciples of Taxation, were published in the Montreal Gazette, the Pre- 
sident of the Dinner Party, Isaac Todd, Esq., and the Printer, Mr. 
Edwards, were marked out as objects of Parliamentary persecution. 
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On the 7th March, 1806, Mr. Bedard and Mr, Botirdffges moved 
the reading of the alledged Libel, on the House of Assembly and the 
other Branches of Government, contained in Number 508 of the Mon- 
treal Gazette, dated first April, 1 805 ; which having been done, the 
same Members moved the House to resolve, that **the said paper 
contains a falser scandalous and seditious Libely highly reflecting on 
His Majesty s Representative in this Province^ and on both Houses of 
ihe Provincial Parliament, and tending to lessen the affections of His 
Majesty s Subjects towards his Government in this Province"* Which 
resolve, afler an attempt on the part of the Minority to show that the 
subject was unworthy of serious consideration, wa« passed by a Ma- 
jority of 1 7 to 7. 

But those two individuals were not the only objects of persecution. 
Mr. Thomas Gary, the intelligent Proprietor and Editor of the En- 
gHsh Paper, called the Quebec Mercury, having accompanied his 
usual Report of Proceedings of the House with some remarks upon 
the rigorous course intended against the Editor of the Montreal Ga- 
zette, incurred the high displeasure of the Majority, who retrograding 
half a century in search of British precedents, declared it a high 
breach of their privileges, for any individual to presume to give to the 
Public an account of the Proceedings of the House of Assembly. 

After much debate and overruling of the Speaker on a question af- 
fecting a standing regulation of the Houses the Majority, on the 11 th 
of March, obtained a resolve " that Thomas Cary, Editor of ihe 
Newspaper entitled ^^the Quebec Mercury,** J" r undertaking in his Pa- 
per of yesterday, to give an account of the Proceedings of this House, 
he taken into custody of the Serjeant at Arms attending this House.** 
The Minority in vain attempted to delay this* injudicious, precipitate 
and intemperate measure ; first, by moving, in amendment, that Tho- 
mas Gary has violated no rule or privilege of this House ; and next, 

* The following were the obnoxious Toasts :— 

The Honourable Members of the Legislative Council, who were frienHlj to Con* 
stkutiooal Taxation, as proposed by our worthy Members, in the House of As- 
tenibly. 

Our Representatives, in Provincial Parliament, who proposed a Constitutions! 
and proper mode of Taxation, for building Gaols ; and who opposed a Tax on Com- 
merce, for that purpose, as contrary to the sound practice of the Parent State. 

May our Representatives be actuated by a patriotic spirit, for the good of the 
Province, as dependant on the British Empire, and divested of Local prejudices. 

Prosperity to tlie Agriculture and Commerce of Canada; and may they aid each 
other, as their true interest dictates, by sharing a due proportion of advantages and 
burthens. 

The City and County of Montreal and the Grand Juries of the District, who re- 
commended Local Assessments for local purposes. 

May the City of Montreal be enabled to .support a Newspaper, though deprivsd 
of its natural and useful advantages ; apparently for the beneSt of an mdwidual. 

May the Commercial Interest of this Province have its due influenct in the mI- 
miBistration of its Government. 
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that there was no proof before the House that he was the Author, 
Printer or Publisher of the Paper or Paragraphs in question. No- 
thing could stop the headlong violence of the French Canadian Ma- 
jority, whose passion was found deaf alike to common decorum and 
to common sense. Their victim having surrendered himself to the 
Serjeant at Arms, prevailed upon Mr, Bourdages to present his hum- 
ble Petition to the House on the 12th of March, expressing sorrow 
for having unintentionally ^vcn offence, and praying that he might 
be released ; whereupon the Majority, become more cool, agreed to 
his discharge, without even bringing him to the Bar of the House for the 
purpose of being reprimanded. Resuming their persecution of Mr. 
Todd and 'Mr. Edwards, the Majority, on the i5th of March, carried 
resolves against these individuals, who were voted guilty of a high 
breach of the privileges of the House, and ordered to be taken into 
custody of the Serjeant at Arms. On the 19th of March, the Speak- 
er submitted to the consideration of the House, " a draft of a War* 
rant to take Edward Edwards, Printer at Montreal, into the custody 
of the Serjeant at Arms ; and prayed the advice and instructions of 
the House thereupon" But Mr. Todd, against whom the vengeance 
of the Majority was chiefly pointed, having retired into the United 
States, farther proceedings in this case of alledged libel, were laid 
aside. Meantime, several well written communications, calling in 
question the right of the House of Assembly to arrest a Subject of 
His Majesty by its Speaker*s Warrant, appeared in the Quebec Mer- 
cury ; and this constructive right was considered so worthy of regu- 
lation, that a clause in the Union Bill of IS22, prohibited its exercise 
before it should have been enacted by the proposed new Legislature, 
and declared necessary for the support of its dignity. 

This Session is less remarkable for any new Laws, than for in- 
stances of the pertinacity of the French Canadian Majority, in their 
endeavours to justify their system of taxing Merchandise as their 
only ways and means for defraying general and local Expenses. On 
the 4th of March, Mr, Bedard, seconded by Mr, Berthelot, obtained 
a resolve for the appointment of a Committee of Nine Members to 
prepare an Address and Memorial to His Majesty, beseeching His 
Majesty not to exercise his right of disallowing the late Act of the 
Legislature, providing means for building Gaols at Quebec and Mon- 
treal, with a Memorial containing the reasons of the House for avoid- 
ing an Assessment on Lands for such purposes. This Measure hav- 
ing been carried, copies of these Documents are to be found in the 
Journals of the House, and are particularly worthy of the attention 
of the Student in the Constitutional History of Lower Canada. 
They are too long for insertion here, but we shall make a ievf remarks 
upon their contents. 

The Address, which passed the House on the 18th of March, ex- 
presses repeatedly the loyalty, attachment and heartfelt gratitude of 
the Representatives of Lower Canada, to His Majesty's Sacred Pei* 

N 
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son, Family and Government. In its progress towards the object of 
reconciling His Majesty to the Anti-Britislr and Anti-Commercial 
system of taxing Commerce, it purposely confounds the Commerce 
arising from the products of Provincial Agriculture, that is to say. 
Exports, with Imports, consisting, as they principally did, of British 
Manufactures. Be it observed here, that the Majority took care not 
to tax Exports for any General or Local purpose, well knowing that 
this principle might be felt by their Constituents, whose Grain might 
already be considered as sufficiently Taxed by the rent to the Seign- 
eur, and the tythe to the Priest. The Tax which they, in the pleni- 
tude of their loyalty and attachment to the King of Great Britain, 
prayed him to approve, was not a Tax on Colonial Produce, as exists 
in other Colonies, but a Tax on the Manufactures of the British Na- 
tion, already taxed to a great ampunt, for the Military and Naval 
defence of Canada. The Address and Memorial are, in fact, a spe- 
cimen of that continued misrepresentation which has distinguished the 
chicaning and special pleading Leaders of the Nation Canadienne^ 
in Provincial Parliament assembled, and are suitable forerunners to 
the Non-parity Resolutions respecting the Royal Commands to vote 
a Civil List, permanent for the King's life. The asserted difficulties 
attending the imposition and collection of a Land Tax, under any 
form, are, in a great degree, imaginary, and are partly contradicted 
by the very fhcts which the Memorial admits to exist in the domestic 
economy of Lower Canada. The Habitant or Farmer contributes, in 
almost every instance, several bushels of Wheat and other Grain to 
the Seigneur and to the Priest : — to the latter, he gives a stated pro- 
portion of his Crop ; what difficulty, then, would be found in his be- 
ing rated for a moderate quota of his Crop, or its equivalent in mo- 
ney, towards the building of a District Court-house, a District Gaol, 
or other local establishment ? This difficulty is mere pretence ; and 
the truth is, that the Habitants consider themselves sufficiently taxed 
by the French law of the land, in being obliged to pay rents and 
other feudal burthens to the Seigneur, and ty thes to the Pnest ; and 
if you tvere to ask any one of them to contribute two bushels of Wheats 
or two Dollars^ for the support of Government, he xvould give you ike 
equivocal French sign of inability or untvillingness, by shrugging up 
his shoulders. The Address and Memorial do not candidly state 
such facts ; but they cannot help insinuating that the attachment of 
the French Canadians mainly depends upon their being always ena- 
bled to consider themselves as less taxed than their neighbours, mean- 
ing, we suppose, the Citizens of the United States, and the Inhabi- 
tants of Upper Canada, who are subjected to District Assessments for 
local purposes. If the Memorialists had foreseen that their taxes on 
British Manufactures imported into Canada, would, at a future day, 
have been referred to in the Imperial Parliament as a justification for 
imposing Duties on Canadian Grain, Flour, Potashes and Lumber, 
imported into Great Britain, they might; nevertheless, have peribistcd 
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in tlit'ir system, Nccausc tlic Merchants would he the apparent iufTcr- 
er,*, as tbej' ure in the case of British Manufactures imported iuto 
Canada. We shall only farther remark, that the Address and Memo- 
rial were rather suited to court popularity among the great body of 
the Blectors, than to convince His Majesty's Ministers of the cor- 
rectness of the principles, or of the inturmutiou ivhich they contain- 
ed; and ffG again request our enquiring readers to study these so- 
phistical tjocuments, as a key to some subse<]uent Financial Pro- ' 
ceedings of the Leaders of the Nation Canadienue. 

We have filled so much space with the more characteristic pro- 
ceedings of the Honourable House, that we must be brief upon the 
other occurrences of the Session. Several Bills ivere introduced, 
which, though they did not become Laws, show the disposition of the 
Members of the House. The Bill for consolidating previous Acts, 
and giving the exclusive right of conveyance of Travellers by Land 
to the Maitres de Poste, passed the House, but was amended in such 
a manner in the Council, as to require a conference between both 
Houses, the preliminaries of which spent the remainder of the 
Session, thus happily leaving the conveyance of Travellers open to 
the competition of the enterprising Proprietors of Stage Coaches. 

This Session is also remarkable for an attempt, on the part of the 
Majority, to grant a Patent for the exclusive building of Bridges, on 
a particular plan, in the Province, to J. D, Bednrd, for twenty-five 
years ; but this job was so mucli deprecated by the public voice, tha( 
the Bill, after having been once read, was juffered to lie dormant 
during the rest of the Session, 

The increasing applications for privileges to build Toll Bridges, 
having alarmed the cautious disposition of the President, he reserved 
Uie Gill passed in favour of Jacquet La Combe, Esquire, fur building 
a Toll Bridge at L'Assomption, for the signification of His Majesty's 
pleasure thereon ; and it never became a law. 

The Commercial Minority made strenuous exertions to obtain some 
beneficial Regulations ; and they procured the passage of an Act 
this Session, 46, Geo. IH.. Cap. 4, to regulate the Packing and /«- 
spedion of Ftour and Indian Meal, and to provide for ascertaining 
the quality of Biscuit.* 

A Bill for the regulation of the Fisheries in the District of Gasp^, 
on the Gulph of the St. Lawrence, made some progress, but was not 
passed till the following Session. 

The Petition from the Borough and District of Three-Rivers, for 
two Judges instead of one, and four Court Terms instead of two, al- 

■ Thii Act, licing s umporary one, has been repeatedly inieilded ; uid, i (he 
lalesC Act oh this luhjecti 5, Geo VI., C»p. 17, will rapire on the 1st of Mstch 
neii ; and as the circunis(aiice< of the recent prorogation of the Prof incial Parliti- 
nent give no liope of an early Sesaion, the regulation of the Flour Trade will de. 
pmd upon ifae old Ordinance of ibe Governor and LegisUtive Council, H, Ceth 
111., Cap. 6. 
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ready mentioned, was again presented this Session, but without ef- 
fect; and the consequent discontent of the Electors, produced a 
change in their Representatives on the first opportunity. 

On the 21st of March, the President communicated, by Special 
Message, Statements of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown, and 
of the Expenditure for the year ending the 5th of January, 1 806. 
The former, owing to the productiveness of the Gaol Duties, amount- 
ed to about forty- two thousand pounds sterling ; and the latter, in- 
cluding twelve hundred pounds sterling, (the claim of Upper Canada 
on the Provincial Duties,) amounted to thirty-five thousand four hun- 
dred and sixty-nine pounds eighteen shillings and ten pence sterling. 

The only appropriations this Session, besides the annual votes for 
the contingent expenses of the Legislature, were one thousand pounds 
to complete the improvement of the Lachine Rapids, and ninety-six 
pounds as a compensation to Charles Simon Delorme, the Contractor, 
for damage done to his Machinery employed on that Work, by tim- 
^ ber rafts. 

The Majority having persisted in their design of having the four 
Volumes of Hatsell's Precedents translated into French, addressed 
the President, praying that his Honour would be pleased to advance 
to the Speaker, out of the funds established to defray the contin- 
gent expenses of the Legislature, seven hundred and fifty pounds 
currency, for that purpose. His Honour excused himself from grant- 
Jtag the prayer of this Address, referring to the previous refusal of 
the Lieutenant Governor to advance a sum of twenty-five pounds for 
Indexes to the Lex Parliamentaria. 

This check to the Majority, together with a complaint on the part 
of the President, that the House had failed in a point of etiquette, 
(having addressed his Honour to transmit their Address and*Memorial 
to His Majesty, without having previously communicated their con« 
tents,) produced symptoms of reciprocal discontent. But the pro- 
rogation of the Parliament soon interrupted the course of resentment. 

On the 1 9th of April, this short and unproductive Session came b 
a close. The President gave the Royal Assent to Seven Acts, all 
temporary, and chiefly to continue previous Acts : after which, bis 
Honour made a short Speech to both Houses, giving due praise to 
the Members of the Assembly, who had attended, and ascribing the 
unfinished state of the public business to the lamentable neglect of 
their public duties, on the part of the absent Members. His Ho- 
nour closed his Speech, in imitation of his Predecessor, with express- 
ing his conviction, that the Members highly esteemed the Constitu- 
tion conferred upon the Province, and that they would feel it incum- 
bent upon them to impress their fellow subjects with sentiments of 
the most grateful attachment to His Majesty^s Person and Govern- 
ment. 
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A. D. 1807 & 1808. 

Ve.'imiiiary remarki on iheprogrtft af Canadian Comtaeree prodiiadbTi Ihe 
cmnbined hoilUiiy of the E/npiror S'apjlein, and trddent Jtfjtrrm la 
ntitUh MaHlime rights. — The Deereei of Berlin and Milan, intended to 
desltvy the interciarie of the Neutral Pjaen of Europe and America with 
Great Britain — Meanirca of the Brilitk Ministry to encourage the employ- 
ment of Capital aud Shipping, in procuring TimlKrand other artidta from 
Canada — Incapacity of the he^itlatare and French populatian of laaer 
Canada, ts improae thi» opportunity of Clearing and Seftling the fVarte 
Land! of the Proainte.—Saperiar qualiJUatijni of the AmeriCant for the 
Clearance of Landi and thefjrmatiin of neu Settlement!, coidraited aitk 
the apathy and Lacai attachment of the French Canadian!. — The Upper 
Canadians and the CiHtensofthe United Stntes en the Sti Lawrence profit 
mast b^ the increasing Export Trade of Quebec.— Jmpateal jealousif of the 
FrenchCanadian Majority of the House of Assembly and of their Electors,uho 
repintat the reaardsef British^ foreign Indtatry.— Third &:stion of the 
fourth Provincial Parliament. — Account of President Dunn's ^ctchto bitk 
Houses.— Addresses from them.— Temporising and trifling conduct andocca- 

pationofthefriendsof the ExeeutiveinlheHouseof luembly Benea^of 

the Ad for appointing Returning OJJicers, and extension of its provisions fir 
securing the ascendancy of French Canadian Memhers.— Act fir making per- 
manent the pojcers of the Justices in duarter Sessions to resulote Appitnticet 
and Servants — Failure of an impolitic attempt to introduce a Pour's Rale. — 

Fruitlessendeaoort of Government to promotethecultureof Hemp Causes of 

the failure of this costly experiment.—Act for the regulation of Maitreade 
Poite.—Reneaedattempt to amendthe law fur preventing thebreakingout and 
spreading of fires.— Petition for Dnivtbacks of Duties paid on imparted 
Goodi, to encourage re-exportation — Allusion to the Bonding System which 
teas long afleraards introduced into Canada, by the Imperial Parliament. 
Failure of the Majority in the reneieed attempt to obtain pecuniary eom- 
pensalianfor the services of Members of the Assembly.— General character of 
this tranquil Sesiion — Ditlike of the Executive to temporary Acts contrai- 
ted aitk the partiality of the House of Assembly to that mode of Legislation. 
— Unpopular Act in favor of J. B. Btiiri.— Number of Acts passed.— Close of 

the Session Events in Europe and America during the recess.— Account of 

the short Administration of the late Mr. Fox, and of the succeeding coalition 
ainistry.-DomestiCiCotonial and lireign Policy of those Administrations. 
— A Ilirji Ministry appointed, eager to recoeer the foreign Alliances andta 
carry on the war against JVopo/CTnirith rigor.— Secret Arlictei of tZie Treatj o£ 
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Tilsit, and accession of Russia to Napoleon*s Ojntinental Si/atem, intended 
tn annihilate the Foreign Comjucrce ard Maritime High ts of Great Britain 
and of Neutral Powers.^Contents of this Treaty diacuvered to the new Min- 
istri/, — Consequences of this disc/oiture.— Conduct of the Government of the 
United States^projessing Neutra/itj/, but not performing the duties of that 
relation towards Great Britain. —She encourages the desertion of seamen from 
British vessels of war on the Atlantic coast.— A flagrant instance of this 
leads to the attack cf the American Frigate Chesapeake by Capt' Humphries^ 
who compells the Chesapeake to surrender, and takes away the deserters. 
Proclamation of President Jefferson in consequence of this attack^ and ne" 
gctiation with Great Britain to obtain reparation for the insult and in-- 
fury sustained*— Tlie forbearance of the British Ministry Combined with ex- 
treme jealousy towards the United States, — Appointment of ^lii James Henky 
Craig to the Government of Lower Canada^and to the Military Command of 
British North America* — Military and Civil situation of Lower Canada on 
his ari'ival at Quebec in October 1807.— Extraordinary policy of the United 
States. — The Congress, by recommendation of President Jefferson, lays an 
Embargo on all American vessels, and prohibits intercourse by land and 
inland navigation with British North America — Effects of this Embargo 
and non-intercourse on the trade of Canada. — Influx of American produce 
and. capital. — The Americans resorting to Lower Canada, expose the defects 
of tit laws and institutions, in glaring colors, stimulating the Executive 
to attempt improvement. — Fourth Session of the Provincial Parliament.— 
^Account of the Speech of the Governor General.— Addresses of both Houses.— 
First direct deviation from the Constitution, by the House qf Assgndfly, in 
refuting to admit a respectable Jew, Ezekiel Hart, elected a Member for the 
Borough of Three Rivers.— Reflections. —Second deviation, less reprehensible, 
of excluding by an Act of the Legislature, His Majesty* s Justices of the 
King's Bench, from Seats in the House of Assembly. — The Bill passed for 
ihis purpose, rejected by the Legislative Council. — First direct attempt of 
the House of Assembly on His Majesty's Prerogative, as to granting or sell* 
ing the Waste Lands of the Crown*— Irregular Proceedings of the Ma- 
jority to attain their purpose. — Th^ Quorum reduced from 17 to li Members. 
— Urgency of Petitioners for various Enactments, chiefly connected with 
Owimerce,— Review of various Acts, passed this Session.— Reflections on the 
Admission of foreign coins, as a part of the circulating medium, and a 
tender of payment in a British Colony.— Opinion on the be*t mode of esta- 
blishing the inspection of Staple Articles of Colonial Exportation.— The 
€3ommercial projects introduced this Session criticised ; with an account of 
their consequences, under the influence oftMold French Laws, when after- 
wards adopted. — Intercourse between Quebec and the British West India 
Islands. — The Local Legislature having refused co-operation, the Merchants, 
by mdans of an Agent, obtain from the Imperial Parliament tome benejicial 
regulations of Trade, in the intercourse between Quebec, Bermuda, and for' 
eign European Ports.— The Governor GeneraPs Speech at the end of the 
Session.— The fate of the fourth Provincial Parliament , contrasted with that 
of some aucceeding^arliaments. 
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Before describing the progress of the ambitious Majority of the 
House of Assembly in the third Session of the fourth Provincial Par- 
liament, it will be expedient to resume those remarks on the state 
and Trade of the Province affected by the war in Europe, and the po- 
licy of the United States, which Country was then under the Presidency 
of the temporising and speculative Republican, Thomas Jefferson. 

In our seventh Chapter, we remarked that external circumstances 
and relations had chiefly augmented the Agriculture and Commerce 
of Lower Canada, and that the Local Government, and more particu- 
larly the House of Assembly, was little calculated to take advantage 
of such circumstances, and to promote those objects, even by re- 
moving obstructions to the march of Commerce and the progress of 
Settlements, in this Province. Lower Canada, chiefly waste and un- 
productive, owes its partial advancement, under every disadvantage, 
to the efforts qfrneriy xvhom the French Canadian Leaders^ xvUh unprin^ 
cipled audacity y have branded as strangers and intruders. 

In the course of the year 1806, the events and policy of the war in 
Europe had an extraordinary effect upon the Trade of this Province ; 
whose exportable produce was yearly augmented by the influx of the 
Flour, Provisions and Lumber of the rapidly improving American 
Settlements on Lake Champlain and on the River St. Lawrence, as 
well as by the surplus produce of Upper Canada. 

Napoleon Donapartey who had lately assumed the imposing titles 
of Emperor of France^ King of Italy^ <^c., signalised every step in 
his progress towards universal Empire, by new Decrees against the 
Trade of Great Britain, endeavouring, at last, to destroy her Com- 
mercial Intercourse with the Continent of Europe, even through the 
medium of the Ships of the United States, and of other neutral 
powers, thus involving the destruction of all Maritime Commerce 
with that of Great Britain. At this period, his increasing influence 
over the other Potentates of Europe, began to alarm the Govern- 
ment and Capitalists of the United Kingdom. The Ministry, dread- 
ing the hostility of tlie Northern Powers of Europe, determined 
on giving the most decisive encouragement to the employment of 
capital, in furnishing Masts and Timber for naval purposes fl-om the 
Canadas, and the other Provinces of British-North America, which ar- 
ticles were enacted to be admitted duty free, while the permanent and 
war duties on Foreign Timber, were greatly increased. The Capi- 
talists eagerly seized this opening for the employment of money ; 
and facilitated the erection of Saw-raills, and other establishments 
connected with the Lumber Trade in the Canadas, Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick. Quebec, henceforth, became the resort of many 
hundreds of Vessels making regularly two voyages outwards and 
homewards, creating such a demand for Lumber, Labour and Pro- 
visions, as completely changed the monotonous routine of previous 
trade, both inland and foreign. If the Provincial Legislature had 
been sa composed as to have seconded this general movement, the 
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facilities of clearance and settlement would have given a new face to 
the whole Country : — if the influence of French and Feudal Laws 
had been mitigated at this peculiar crisis, the surplus population of 
the Seigneur ies would have imitated the enterprising Settlers of New 
Hampshire and New York, establishing their home in the woods, and 
reaping those benefits which an anti-commercial policy still chiefly 
confines to the enterprising population of British origin, settled in 
Upper Canada, and on the frontiers of the neighbouring States. 
Meantime, however, the indirectbenefits derived by the French Can- 
adians from the effects of the war, and this new branch of commer- 
cial policy, were as great as they were unexpected. Even the pro- 
duce of their unscientific agricultural industry and manual labour, if 
husbanded with intelligent economy, would have accumulated a last- 
ing fund of capital and comfort ; but, as will hereafter more clearly 
appear, the great majority of this vain and thoughtless people, be- 
came wasteful, dissipated and indolent, in proportion to the tempora- 
ry increase of compensation for their labour, caused by the exten- 
sion of Commerce. 

When an American Labourer has an opportunity of saving, out of 
the wages of his labour, even less than the moderate sura of one 
hundred dollars, he will alone, and unaided by associates, venture in- 
to the forest and make a home there, contending against all the dif- 
ficulties of incipient settlement. He looks always forward, calcula- . 
ting and contriving his means of conquering the wilds and extending 
the circle of cultivation. His enjoyment is chiefly in anticipating 
the consequences of his industry; and he perseveres from youth to 
old age, in reflecting on the past, and speculating on the future, ra- 
ther than enjoying the present hour. These habits, which partly be- 
long also to other branches of the great British Family, form an in- 
teresting contrast to those of the French Canadians, who present the 
characteristics of an old and corrupted society, in a new Country, 
requiring the vigilance of Priests, and the power of Feudal Superi- 
ors to keep them in order, and prevent them from becoming wild as 
the aborigines of the Country. We forbear, however, to extend the 
comparison ;* and we shall only venture to assert that, this Province 
will never be extensively settled by French Canadians, unless their 
Leaders can be induced to consent to facilitate their combination 
with Emigrants and others of British origin, possessed of that pecu- 
liar energy and courage which can alone brave the difficulties of 
clearing lands at a distance from the Banks of large Rivers commu- 
nicating with Sea Ports and Commercial Towns, and remote from 
the aids and comforts of civilised Society. Till this desirable com- 
bination take place, we shall invariably find the capital occasionally 

* On the subject of the contrast between Frenchmen and Americans, we beg 
]eave to refer our enquiring readers to the philosophic French Traveller Volney, 
vi'ho, in his Vtvws of America, has presented an interesting picture of the progress 
of Settlements in the For«sts of tlie United States. 



IX.] OF LOWER CANADA. 97 

spread among the French Canadians, either dissipated in luxurious 
indulgence, or left unemployed, or at best, applied to enhance the 
value of the lands about their primeval Forts, Churches and Con- 
vents, round which they continue to rally in war and in peace* 

While the extending Commerce already mentioned, was furnishing 
a Market for Agricultural and other Produce, the efforts of the 
American Settlers beyond tlie Seigniories, and the American Citizens 
on the Frontiers, to forward supplies of Cattle, Hogs, Provisions and 
Lumber, were extraordinary, and completely astonished the French 
Canadians, who could not, without the powerful influence of a com- 
petent, intelligent and harmonious Legislature, change their heredi- 
tary routine of labour and amusement. They were not, however, inat- 
tentive to the scenes passing around them ; they saw the benefits derived 
by Foreigners, and were envious of their prosperity^ though not emulous 
of their industry. This spirit naturally extended from the great bo- 
dy of the Electors to their Representatives ; the Majority of the 
House of Assembly will soon appear, therefore, extremely jealous of 
every Legislative Measure, calculated to facilitate the competition of 
the produce of the Countries beyond the Seigniories, with that of 
their own Constituents ; and this jealousy, of what they will call the 
Agriculture of Foreigners, will be accompanied with an increased 
hostility to the Merchants who pursue this transit Trade, so interest- - 
ing to British Shipping, and to the general Commerce of the Em- 
pire. This narrow jealousy was likewise afterwards displayed by cer- 
tain speculative Seigneurs, who had established Mills on an extensive 
scale, for the manufacture of Flour, and with whose profits, the sup- 
plies of that article from Upper Canada and the United States in- 
terfered. 

These sketches of the circumstances and prospects of the Province, 
will prepare our readers for the appearance of energy in the Admin- 
istration of President Dunn, whose Executive Council could not help 
feeling the influence of the general spirit, which British Merchants 
and British Capital diffused throughout the Country. 

The third Session of the fourth Provincial Parliament, was opened 
by the President, on the 21st of January, 1807, with a Speech to 
both Houses, which began by referring to the Act of the Imperial 
Parliament, which, in conferring on the Province, what he was pleas- 
ed to call an invaluable Constitution, had enjoined the Annual Meet- 
ing of the Legislature ; and His Honour also referred to the absence 
of the Lieutenant Governor as again imposing upon him the duty of 
calling the Members from their private occupations, ascribing to 
them the greatest aeal for promoting to the utmost, the welfare of 
the Country. After intimating to the House of Assembly his inten- 
tion of laying before them Statements of the Provincial Revenue of 
the Crown, and of the Expenditure, during the last twelve months, 
His Honour, addressing both Houses, endeavoured to interest them 
in the success of His Majesty's Arms, as connected with the safety 
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and tranquility of the Province ; but he did not recommend a smgl^ 
Measure of Improvement or Defence, except the renewal of the 
temporary Acts for the regulation of Aliens, and the preservation of 
His Majesty's Govemment> which was considered mere matter of 
routine in every Session during the war. 

The Addresses of both Houses, particularly that of thp Leslslar 
tive Council, enlarged on the topics of the Speech ; and the House 
of Assembly congratulated the President on the prolongation of his 
Administration during the absence of the Lieutenant Governor, aa 
affording him an opportunity of ensuring a tribute of gratitude for 
bis public conduct. 

A Committee having been appointed on the expiring Laws, Bills 
for their continuance were introduced, and passed with little discus- 
sion, the Executive having abandoned their usual endeavour to ob- 
tain permanent enactments from a House of Assembly, tchich was 
ambitious of rendering the very existevce of His Majesty s Govern' 
merit dependent upon its annual enactments. 

This Session, the renewal of the Act for appointing Returning Of« 
ficers, afforded a fit opportunity for remedying many alledged griev- 
ances connected with the Election of Members of the House of As- 
sembly, the qualifications of Returning Officers and Voters, and the 
places of Election, all of which were provided for by the Act passed 
this Session, after much discussion, 47, Geo. III., Cap. ] 6. 

While the Majority of the House of Assembly, during this and fu- 
ture Sessions, were intent on extending and securing their general 
ascendancy, we find the Members connected with the Executive, con- 
fining their views to matters of local convenient!^ or individual profit ; 
and the establishment of new Market-houses in Quebec and Montre- 
al, appears to have chiefly monopolised their attention during this 
Sessidn of the Provincial Parliament. Acts were passed for those 
purposes, vrithout exciting much discussion ; but, in their execution, 
they occasioned much obloquy against their Promoters, who were 
asserted to have been actuated by motives of individual interest and 
electioneering purposes. 

This Sessioii, a Law was passed consolidating the Regulations^ 
which, under a temporary Act, the Justices of Quebec and Montreal 
had made respecting the reciprocal duties of Masters, Apprentices 
and Servants, which, if facilitated in its execution )}y that competi- 
tion for employnient, which is found in old Countries, would have 
done much for the comfort of families^ and the advancement of the 
Inhabitants of the Province in the useful arts. 

This Session was distinguished by an attempt to introduce Assess- 
ments for the support of the Infirm Poor, and, at the same time, to 
suppress Public Beggars and punish Idle Vagabonds. This Mea- 
sure, which looks well in theory, would require, however, such excel- 
lent management, that it is probably fortunate that the Majority of 
the House were found inimical to it ; as indeed they have ever been 
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to any thing in the shape of direct or permanent taxation. A Poor's- 
rate, in a Country where every individual willing to work, may find 
employment, would be a public encouragement to idleness. 

For some years, an experiment had been patronized by the Impe- 
rial and Provincial Government, for promoting the culture of Hemp ; 
and this year, we find public examples added to precepts and rewards. 
Government secured to the Cultivator, a fair remunerating price in 
the Provincial Market, and the British Society for the encourage- 
ment ot the Ai'ts, had established Premiums, both honorary and pe- 
Guniaryj in favour of an improved culture and preparation of this Ar- 
ticle. Persons duly qualified, were sent to the Province by the Co- 
lonial Department ; and experimental Farms for this new branch of 
industry, were ordered to be established in each District. The sys- 
tem of Culture prescribed, was, however, so repugnant to the care- 
less and slovenly habits of the peasantry, that this costly and trou- 
blesome experiment was found inefiicient to introduce a new staple 
production, which, at one time, promised to furnish, in the various 
stages of cultivation, cleaning and preparation, for a Foreign Market, 
extensive employment to Men, Women and Children. Under every 
discouragement, the Government persevered in this desperate expe- 
riment ; and the late Commissary Clarke^ so zealous for all kinds of 
improvement, continued to be authorised for several years to offer 
Forty-three Pounds Sterling per Ton, for any quantity delivered in a 
clean and marketable state, into His Majesty s Stores, at Montreal 
and Quebec. 

The Maitres de Poste, this Session, renewed their application for 
Legislative protection, against those private Individuals who interfered 
with them in that regulated monopoly of the conveyance of Travel- 
lers by land, which they had long enjoyed. This new Act, however, 
4?7, Geo. III., Cap. 5, took particular care to prevent the conveyance 
of the public Mails, or the exigencies of His Majesty's Service from 
Suffering by this monopoly, which was farther restricted by authoris- 
ing the Justices to License other persons than the Maitres de Poste, 
who should stipulate to convey Travellers at a reduced rate, thus 
leaving an opening for employment to Stage Coaches. 

Notwithstanding the frequent Fires which had afflicted Quebec 
and Montreal, and the spreading of which had notoriously been fa- 
cilitated by the lately proscribed practice of covering the Roofs of 
Houses, in those Cities, with Shingles, there were found interested 
persons to petition for permission to use Shingles, pretending that, 
when washed with Lime, they would be found less liable to commu- 
nicate Fire, than Boards. This Petition was not favourably received, 
owing to the strenuous opposition to its principles, which was known 
to exist among the principal Proprietors of Houses in Quebec and 
Montreal. 

The first attempt to obtain a drawback of Provincial Duties on 
the re-exportation of an Article which had paid the Duty, was made 
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by Irvine^ Macnaught Sf Co., this Session, in which that respectable 
Firm appeared to be seconded by the whole Mercantile Interest ; 
but the Majority of the House of Assembly would not listen to 
any Prayers for such a decided facility to Commerce, as the Pe- 
tition contemplated; but 'with respect to Duties imposed by late 
British Acts, the Bonding System affords a partial relief to the Mer- 
chant "joho had been systematically oppressed by the Financial Princi- 
ples and Practices of the Majority of the House of Assembly. 

On the 24th of February, the attempt to give pecuniary compen- 
sation to the Members, was renewed, and on the following day, the 
House went into Committee on the subject ; when, after a long de- 
bate, the adherents of the Executive, and others who considered such 
compensation as disreputable, and as calculated to lower the charac- 
ter of the Members, obtained a postponement till the 1st of July 
next. 

Much public business was transacted this Session, which was com- 
paratively a tranquil one, distinguished for several arrangements for 
the advancement of the Police, and the improvement of the Domes- 
tic Economy of the Province. — Party Spirit had not yet extended its 
effects to destroy social intercourse and good neighbourhood. 

A certain degree of protection was given to the Naval Service 
and the Shipping Interest, by the Act of this Session, 4?7> Geo. IIL, 
Cap. 9, to prevent the desertion of Seamen ; and this being a per- 
manent Act, the Executive has not pressed any amendment, fearing 
that the increasing jealousy of the French Canadian Majority would 
replace it by a temporary Act. 

J. B. Bedard obtained an Act this Session, granting him an exclu- 
sive privilege to build Bridges on a certain construction, during four- 
teen years, instead of twenty-five years, as he first prayed for. Tliis 
exclusive right was very unpopular ; and excited a very general re- 
luctance to approve of any such modes of encouraging the Arts 
within the Province. 

The Bills to facilitate the erection of a Market-house in Quebec, 
and an additional Market in Montreal, employed much of the time 
of the House, which prolonged its Session, by attending to matters 
of local interest, including the Incorporation of numerous Citizens, 
under the name of the Quebec Benevolent Society, till the 16th oif 
April, when the President gave the Royal Assent to Sixteen Acts, 
chiefly temporary, reserving for His Majesty's pleasure, the Bill for 
Incorporating the Quebec Benevolent Society. 

His Honour, in his closing Speech, praised the disposition of both 
Houses for the promotion of the public welfare, and strongly recom- 
mended to the Members to carry the spirit of loyalty and attachment 
to His Majesty, displayed during the Session, into their respective 
Counties, inculcating among all ranks of people, obedience to the 
LawSy and respect for His Majesty's Person and Government. 
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Soon after the Prorogation, intelligence arrived at Quebec of a 
general change in the Administration of the Imperial Government, 
The Ministry which was ironically called " all the Talents," in their 
efforts to please all parties, had attempted various innovations in Laws, 
Politics and Finances, which excited the jealousy of many powerful 
interests both in the United Kingdom and in the Colonies. To di- 
minish the accumulation of the National Debt, heavy war taxes, in- 
cluding an increase of the Income Tax to ten per cent, had been im- 
posed ; the Navigation I.aws had been relaxed in favour of Foreign 
Vessels, and the Planters in the Sugar Colonies, in addition to the 
pressure of the new War Duties, had been debarred from the supply 
of Negroes, by the abolition of the Slave Trade. Ttie whole course 
of the Opposition, headed by the late Mr. Fox, having pledged him 
and his associates to economy, this Administration gradually withheld 
those supplies of British Treasure, which, during the brilliant Minis- 
try of Pitt, had eilcouraged Austria and Russia to oppose the ambi- 
tion of France ; and, in a great measure, they had lost the alliance 
and co-operation of those Powers, in the prosecution of a just and 
necessary war against Napoleon Bonaparte. This Administration 
might, however, have struggled through the difficulties of domestic 
and foreign discontents, if they had not incurred the deep displea- 
sure of their King, who was personally beloved and respected by hh 
people. An attempt to diminish the securities, devised by the wis- 
dom of our ancestors, for the protection of our Protestant Govern- 
ment, alienated from this Ministry, the affections and confidence of 
the Monarch, who could not be reconciled to them by any pleas of 
expediency, or ostensible abandonment of their formidable projects. 

In the months of March and April, a Tory and Anti-gallican Ad- 
ministration was formed, containing many Disciples of the Pitt School, 
eager to recover the Foreign Alliances, and to carry on an intermina- 
ble war against the boundless ambition df the Ruler of France ; 
whose measures of commercial and warlike hostility were opposed 
and counteracted by all those means which wealth, energy and inge- 
nuity could devise and execute. During the late Administration, 
however, Alexander, the Emperor of Russia, disgusted with England, 
and ambitious of adding to his Empire the Turkish Provinces on the 
Danube, was lured into an alliance with Bonaparte, and into a co- 
operation with him in his continental exclusion of the Commerce of 
England. The famous Treaty of Tilsit, in its secret articles, com- 
prehended a general system of European hostility against England ; 
in which it was agreed to force the minor powers to co-operate ; and 
the fortunate disclosure of those articles, by the secret agency of an 
individual, to the British Ministry, induced them to take strong mea- 
sures, disarming Denmark, threatening Russia, and exhibiting the 
strongest jealousy of the conduct of all Commercial Governments, 
including that of the United States, which continued to preserve the 
appearance of neutrality. 
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The general measures of Napoleon^ and more particularly his Ber- 
lin and other Decrees, by which he had declared all neutral Vessels 
good prizes, which might have touched at any Port of England, or ta- 
ken English property on board, forced the British Government, in 
self-defence, to restrict and regulate the intercourse between France 
and all the neutral Powers engaged in the carrying trade. — These 
necessary measures, interfered with the freedom of Commerce claim- 
ed by the United States, and the dogmas of their President, Thomas 
Jeff^rsoitf who found it convenient to proclaim the principles that 
" Free Ships should make Free GoodsJ' Seeds of hostility were thus 
sown, which, fostered by permanent and accidental causes, ripened 
eventually into a war, involving the maritime rights of Great Britain, 
and the existence of her dominion in North America. 

During the year 1806, and part of 1807, the hostility of the Uni- 
ted States to Great Britain had been displayed, by prohibiting the 
importation of certain articles of her manufacture, and by throwing 
a variety of impediments in the way to prevent the exercise of her 
rights to the service of her natural born Subjects. The Government 
of the United States, professing to be neutral, was bound to permit 
Vessels of War, belonging to Great Britain, to frequent the Coasts 
and Harbours of that Country ; and it was also its duty to afford that 
hospitality which the practice of civilized nations has sanctioned. It 
was likewise an established duty of a neutral towards a belligerent 
power, to facilitate the means used by the latter, to retake Deserters 
from its Naval and Military Service. The conduct of the Government 
of the United States, in this respect, was extremely defective ; and 
desertion from the British Vessels of V^ar, on the American Coast, 
was not only connived at, but the Deserters tmere occasionally enlisted 
among the Crews of American Vessels of Wan An extraordinary 
and flagrant instance of this conduct occurred, and was made known 
to Admiral Berkley^ the British Naval Commander in Chief on the 
Atlantic Coast, who, acting on his own responsibility, resolved to 
give a decisive check to a practice, which encouraged and counte- 
nanced desertion from His Majesty's Service. Having received un- 
doubted information, the correctness of which was afterwards proved 
in open Court, that fojur natural born British Subjects, who had de- 
serted from the Halifax^ a British Sloop of War, and who had been 
identified and claimed in the most distinct and formal manner, were 
nevertheless on board of the American Frigate Chesapeake^ he took 
measures to compel their delivery. Captain Humphries, command- 
ing the Leopard, a Ship of fifty guns, accordingly meeting the Chesa- 
peake, commanded by Commodore James Barron, on the 23d of June, 
1807) who had proceeded to sea on the morning of that day, de- 
manded the Deserters ; but the Commodore denied that he had them 
on board, and refused to allow a search for them, alledging the orders 
of his Government to the contrary. On receiving this answer, Cap- 
tain Humphries^ who had given to the Commodore a copy of the 
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Admirars orders^ resorted to force ; and, after firing several broad- 
sides, and killing and wounding nineteen of the Chesapeake's Crew, 
obliged her to strike her colours. A party from the Leopard then 
came on board of the Chesapeake, mustered the remaining Crew, 
found and identified the four Deserters, and took them away. As may 
be supposed, Captain Humphries declined taking possession of the 
Chesapeake, which Vessel was permitted to return to Port. This ac- 
]tion, combined with previous causes of excitement, produced feelings 
of shame and indignation in the breasts of the great body of the 
American Citizens, who were deaf to all the reasons which might 
have palliated the insult. The popular voice demanded immediate 
vengeance ; but the President was neither willing nor prepared to go 
to extremities. He, however, by Proclamation, interdicted British 
armed Vessels from entering the waters of the United States, and 
obtained, from His Britannic Majesty, a prompt disavowal of the act 
of Admiral Berkley, with a Special Mission for the purpose of agree- 
ing upon a suitable reparation for the insult and injury which had 
been inflicted, including a provision for the support of the families of 
those men who had been killed and disabled in the unfortunate ren- 
counter. 

We have stated these particulars, as bearing upon the affairs of 
this Province, and producing the appointment of an enterprising Gov- 
ernor in Chiefy a short period of extraordmary prosperity in the Ca- 
nadas, and a remarkable epoch in the ambition of the Majority of 
the House of Assembly. 

The uncertain relations between the British and American Gov- 
ernments, and the vicinity of the British North American Provinces 
to the United States, induced the new Ministry to send to Quebec a 
Governor General of military reputation ; and Lieutenant General Sir 
James Henru Craig, who had begun his career in the American Re- 
yolutionary War, and distinguished himself in every quarter of the 
world, arrived on the 21st of October, 1807, and opened his Com- 
mi^^ion and took the oaths of Office on the 24th of the same month* 
He found the Military Affairs of the Province well administered by 
Major General Srock, Commander of the Forces, during the Presi- 
dency of Mr. Dunn ; but Civil and Legislative Business was much in 
arrear. The Militia had been regularly reviewed, and the drafts, au- 
thorised by Law, on extraordinary occasions, had taken place ; but 
^he Legislature, during two years, had done little more than debate 
and resolve on a variety of subjects, without providing for the ex* 
igencies of a Commercial Colony^ so peculiarly situated with reference 
io Upper Canada and the United States. 

In the latter country, the temporising character of President Jeffer- 
son meditated a most extraordinary display of what his fellow-citizens 
called " restrictive energies" against Great Britain and France ; whose 
mutual hostilities, as already mentioned, interrupted that complete 
freedom of American Commerce^ which his ideas of national indepen* 
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dence required. Instead of either choosing his party and declaring 
war, or permitting the enterprising commercial citizens to arm their 
vessels and have a chance of still enjoying much foreign trade, this 
philosophic ruler prescribed a temporary retirement from all maritime 
intercourse ; and accordingly, at his suggestion, and to the utter 
amazement of the civilised world, the Congress of the United States, 
at the commencement of the Session in December, 1807, laid an Em- 
bargo upon all American vessels, and soon after prohibited all inter- 
course by land and inland navigation with the Canadas and other British 
American Provinces. At first it was supposed by the Merchants re- 
siding in this Province* that this dignified retirementy as it was ironi- 
cally termed, could not last many weeks ; but when these practical 
men found that the Philosopher was obstinate in support of his new 
theory of coercing the belligerents by restrictive energy^ they began a 
variety of speculations on an extensive scale ; in which they were se- 
conded by an active contraband trade, carried on between the frontier 
settlements of both countries* American produce and capital, from 
New York and the Northern States, were poured into this Province 
for many months; and the Exports from Quebec to Great Britain and 
to the West Indies in the year 1808 were double the accustomed value. 
But consequences of greater importance than the extension of Com- 
merce arose from this activity of intercourse. The keen and discrimi- 
nating eyes of the Americans, resorting for Commercial purposes to 
this Province, discovered and exposed the vices of its political Con- 
stitution, and the effects of its domestic economy. The public prints 
tverejilled mth remarks upon the bad roads, the want of accommodation 
for travellers and speedi/ transport by land and xoater for merchandize 
in Canada* The inconveniences, of French Laws^ Language, and a 
tenure of lands, forming such a contrast to the situation, improvements 
and anticipations of the United States, tioereever recurring themes for 
tvriting and conversation* The new Governor General and his Executive 
Council could not help feeling the influence of these discussions ; and, 
notwithstanding previous failures, Sir James Craig's Administration 
renewed the attempt of Legislative and general improvement, attended 
however, with much trouble and little success. 

The fourth Session of the fourth Provincial Parliament was open- 
ed on the 29th January 1808, by the Governor General, with a long 
Speech, which chiefly dwelt upon the warlike exploits and energies 
of Great Britain and the benefits which had accrued to the Province 
from its connection with that powerful Empire. The recent arrival of 
His Excellency at Quebec, his infirm health, preventing his personal 
examination of the Country, and its inhabitants, induced him to speak 
in rather general terms of its situation and circumstances ; but the tone 
of His Speech gave reason to expect that, both in his Civil and Mili- 
tary capacities, he would act with vigor and decision. He alluded to 
the unpleasant discussions and fruitless negotiations which had taken 
place between His Majesty's Government and that of the United 
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Statesy expressing a hope, however, that the beneficial intercourse be- 
tween two nations of the ^rae race and origin could not be long inter- 
rupted. In the present uncertainty of the result of negociation, he ex- 
pressed his satisfaction at the tokens of loyalty which had been display- 
ed in the Province, by the Militia, and the mass of the population ; and 
he looked forward with confidence to proofs of attachment to His Ma« 
jesty*s Government in the day of trial, how soon or whenever it might 
arrive. His Excellency next recommended a revision of the Militia 
Laws, with the view of rendering them more suitable to the present 
circumstances and prospects of the Province. Addressing the House 
of Assembly, His Excellency said that he would lay before that body 
Statements of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown and of the Ex- 
penditure for the last twelve months. Addressing both Houses, His 
Excellency stated his intention of hastening the erection of Gaols for 
the Districts of Quebec and Montreal ; and he ended his Speech with 
some- remarks upon the duties of those who are called to legislate 
for a free people. 

The Addresses of both Houses were perfect echoes to the Speech, 
blended with repeated compliments to His Excellency on his appoint- 
ment to the Government of this Province, and to the extensive Military 
Command of His Majesty's Forces, in Britisht-North America. All 
this flattery, on the part of the Majority of the House of Assembly, 
will appear however only a cloak to their encreasing ambition, which 
during this Session could not help discovering itself in a variety of 
ways, proving that the Constitutional Acts tvould in practice be /rail 
harriers to their eneroachments. 

Passing' by some matters of routine and local concern, to which we 
shall afterwards return, we now hasten to review some Constitutional 
questions, which the House of Assembly took upon itself to settle with 
a degree of egotism and presumption which astonished every unpre- 
judiced and disinterested spectator. Our political Hypothesis, rest- 
ing chiefly upon an ascribed amhition in the French Canadian Ma- 
jority, of exclusive domination , will, in our opinion, receive much proof 
and illustration from their conduct in some particulars this Session. 
The first measure against the Constitution was a Resolve, carried by 
a Majority of 21 to 5, " that Ezekiel Harty Esquire, professing the 
Jewish Religion, cannot talre a seat nor vote in this House" This exr 
pulsion was equally contrary to the Constitution, and to other Acts of 
the British Parliament, which had conferred all the rights of British 
Subjects upon all Jews who might have resided seven years in any 
British Colony. Mr. Hart was not only a native of Canada, but also 
a person of unblemished character ; and the pretension of the House 
of Assembly to exclude him was necessarily viewed by his Constitu- 
ents and by the Executive as highly unconstitutional. Tliis Resolve 
of the House was also calculated to alarm all those Colonial Subjects 
who deprecated the introduction of a religious test or qualification 
for a seat in the Assembly ; and we can only account for the 
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success of this encroachment, by supposing: that the importance of 
a principle was not sufficiently appreciated by the great body of Sub- 
jects of British origin, whose dearest interests were opposed to the pre- 
tensions of the French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly. 

The next unconstitutional measure was the Bill introduced by Mr. 
JBourdages for disabling Judges from sitting and voting in the House 
of Assembly, which Bill was pased on the 4th Marchi by a Majority 
of 17 to 8, and sent for concuiTence to the Legislative Council; 
where it was unanimously rejected, as unconstitutional ; after a long 
discussion of its character and consequences, in whii^h the late iVr. 
Da Lothbinitre bore a conspicuous part. 

Having shown a desire to introduce a religious test as a quali- 
fication for a seat in the House of Assembly, the Majority next 
proceeded to interfere with His Majesty's Prerogative, and to dic- 
tate to the Sovereign by what means and by what description of per- 
sons the Waste Lands of the Crown should be settled. On Thursi'ay 
the 24th March, it was resolved, on motion of Mr. Bedard, seconded 
by Mr, Taschereau, " That this House will, on Monday next^ resolve 
** itself into a Committee of the whole House to take into consideration 
*Hhe alterations it may be expedient to establish, touching the nature 
*^and consequences of Grants in Free and Common Soccage, and the 
*' precautions necessary to be adopted to prevent the Croxvn Lands 
** being settled by strangers projessing principles inimical to those ne^ 
** cessary for preserving this Country to His Majesty s Empire "i 

To facilitate further proceedings in this proposed regulation of His 
Majesty's Prerogative, it was resolved on the 28th March, by a 
Majority of 11 to 5, " That for the remainder of this Session, Elk- 
" VEN Members, Mn Speaker included, shall be a competent quorum 
<* to proceed in the despatch of public business** 

On the 1st April, the House in Committee renewed the considera- 
tion of the subject of the Waste Lands of the Crown ; But no Bill 
founded upon the Resolves was introduced this Session, 

We now return to the ordinary and less characteristic proceedings 
of the Members, during a Session when the accumulation of public 
business, and the urgency of Petitioners for new laws, produced no less 
than thirty four Acts on the Statute Book of Lower Canada. Several 
of those Bills were of great commercial Utility; as 1st, The Bill intro- 
duced 8th February, u»rthe better regulation of the weighty and rates 
at which certain Coins shall pass current in this Province, and for 
preventing the falsifying, impairing or counterfeiting the same. This 
measure was calculated to meet the consequences of some alterations 
in the regulations respecting the Currency of the United States, which 
Country, having gradually increased its national coinage, began to 
reject all cut arid light foreign coins, which were poured into Can- 
ada by speculators.** 

t It is worthy of remark that no subject at present is more deserving of the cob- 
nderation of the Legislature than the means of replacing the defaced and impaiKd 
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2nd. A Bill to regulate the Lumber Trade was also a very necessa- 
rj measure which had for several Sessions been petitioned for by the 
Merchants of Upper Canada as well as by those of the Lower Pro- 
vince. The Act, as finally passed, was considered objectionable, in 
allowing Commissions to be granted to persons in the employ of the 
great Lumber Merchants in Quebec, Various amendments have 
since taken place ; but we think that the experience of the intelligent 
citizens of New York, should long ago have suggested to our Legisla- 
ture the expediency of establishing oTze Inspector, authorised to appoint 
Deputie.y and made responaible Jor their conduct. This principle might 
be usefully applied in regulating the Inspection of Potashes, Flour and 
Provisions, and would prevent that hurtful competition among our In- 
spectors, which has long tended to lower the standard of qualities, and 
depreciate the comparative value of Canadian Produce in the Markets 
of the United Kingdom, the West Indies, &c. 

Among the Cortimercial projects and enquiries of the Session which 
were postponed, we shall mention the Bil), introduced by Mr. Rich- 
ardson, for the establishment of a Bank in Montreal. The House pro- 
ceeded no farther in this measure than to go into Committee ; and 
notwithstanding the indefatigable eflforts of its friends, renewed in the 
the next Parliament, the Bill was finally postponed.* 

Tin's Session furnishes the first instance of an enquiry into the 
6tate and relations of the intercoui'se between Quebec and the West 
India Islands. The rep^ulation of trade depending chiefly on the Im- 
perial Parlianient) the House did not appear disposed to interfere 
even by Address to His Majesty ; and the Merchants, forming them- 
selves intd Committees in Quebec and in Montreal, made applica* 
tion through a private Agent in Londori, and obtained from the Im- 
perial Parlianient decisive encouragement to the intercourse between 

Silver Cbinfl irhich tirrtilate among our igtioratit peasantry, by British Coins of pro- 
per weight and standard. The longer this measure may be delayed, the greater will 
be the loss to the Province ; fot we cannot suppose that individuals, or even the 
Banking Institutions, should be saddled with the expense of this proposed reform in 
Uie Colonial circulating ihedium. 

^ Ten years afterwards, when a private association, consisting almost entirely 
<0T Merchants of British origin, had made a successful experiment in Banking bu- 
tineSH, the Legislature was induced to grant Acts of Incorporation, with the usual 
privileges, to one Bank in Quebec and two Banks in Montreal. Much opposition 
Was made to these measures, not merely by persons hostile to Corporations of Colo- 
nial origin, but also by those who dejyfecated the establishment of Banks before thai 
^f Regitler Q^iceSf considering, with much appearance of reason, that the security 
And other objects of the former institutions could not be attained without the latter. 
Events have rather approved this opposition ; and, partly from the want of Register* 
Offices, partly from the ignorance of the great Majority of the French Canadians, limit- 
lag the circulation, besides other defects peculiar to this community, the Stockholders, 
tnore particularly of the Bank of Montreal, bear an ample share of the general losses 
Which occur by bankruptcies. Mortgage frauds, and other evils which yearly increase, 
«nd threaten to destroy that confidence between man and maD| which ia the basis of 
public and commercial credit. 
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Quebec and the Island of Bermuda, by the Act 49, Geo. III. Cap. 
16, besides the redress of many minor grievances, and the removal of 
inconveniencies attending the intercourse between Quebec and foreign 
Ports to the South of Cape Finisterre, in Europe. 

The Act for the Trial of Controverted Elections, was passed this 
Session, being 48, Geo. III. Cap. 21, already alluded to. This Act 
was afterwards repealed by the Act 5, Geo. IV. Cap. 5, which, con- 
solidating and modifying previous enactments, gave full scope to that 
principle of universal suffrage, which, under the present Constitution, 
will always secure to the French Canadians an overwhelming Majority 
in the popular branch of the Legislature of Lower Canada. 

The limits which we have prescribed to ourselves prevent our de- 
tailing the variety of Acts passed during this busy Session, which was 
closed on the 14th April ; when the Governor General spoke, in high 
terms, of the zeal, moderation and dispatch displayed by the Members 
of both Houses. His Excellency, alluding to the encreasing number 
of the foes of Great Britain, and to the uncertain relations existing with 
the United States, strongly enjoined upon the Kepresentatives re- 
turning to their residences, the duty of correctly informing their Con- 
stituents of the difficulties existing and in prospect ; fortifying their 
minds with that courage and loyalty which should distinguish those to 
whom was entrusted the preservation of the many blessings enjoyed 
under the protection of His Majesty's Government. 

Thus ended the fourth Parliament, dying a natural death, a peace- 
able fate denied to several of its successors. Besides the general prin- 
ciple that excessive ambition leads individuals and public bodies to 
final destruction, we shall be able to alledge particular causes for the 
short existence of various Houses of Assembly of Lower Canada, 
without being able to assert that the punishment inflicted produced re- 
formation or even repentance in the Constituents and Representatives. 
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CHAP. X. 
. A. D. 1809. 

Fifth Provincial Farliament.— Preliminary remarks upon that rising Oligarm 
chy^ which the vicious principles of the Constitution rendered a necessary 
evil J J'or the support of British Ascendancy. — Composition of this Oligar. 
chy^ and of the Quebec Junta^ more strictly connected with the Executive, 
— Review of the symptoms of the increasing hostility of the French Ca^ 
nadian Majority to this Junta.— The Majority establish the Canadien^ 
a French Neufspaper, to counteract the Quebec 2dercury^ an English News* 
paper ^ devoted to British principles and improvements.— Conduct of the 
Cancuiien and of its Patrons and Contributors.— Both the Mercury and the 
Canadien recommended to Writers on the Administration of Sir James 
Craig, — Violence of the Canadien^ when Mr. Panet lost his election as one 
9f the Members of the Assembly for Quebec— The Governor General dismisses 
Mr, Panet from his command in the Militia, on account of his support of 
the Canadien Newspaper^ and his general hostility to the Local Govern^ 
sneni, — The Governor General now openly opposes the Leaders of the French 
Canadians, and, in this situation^ necessarily becomes the head of the Bri- 
tish party, and prepares to redress the grievances of His Mc^'esty*s Subjects 
of British origin* — Beview of those grievances in th^ Townships under the 
English Tenure, and in the Boman Catholic Parishes^ under the Feudal 
Tenure.— First Session of the fifth Provincial Parliament.— Mr. Panet 
reelected Speaker.— Speech of the Governor General to both Houses, describe 
ing the uncertain relations between Great Britain and the United Slates. — 
His Excellency alludes to the favorable stimulus given to the industry of the 
Province by the American Esnbargo* — He recommends that some laws should 
be devised for the permanent encouragement of the industry thus excited-'-Hc 
gives his opinion that,notwithstanding the prosperous state of the Province, 
internal jealousies existed, requiring a harmonious co-operation between 
the different branches of the Legislature. — Addresses of both Houses.— Abor^^ 
tive attempt of the Majority, in the Address of the House of Assembly, to diS" 
prove th% existence of internal jealousies.— Befiectiona on this attempt ; and 
on the supposed neglect of previous Administrations to state those jealousies 
and their permanent causes to His Majesty* s Imperial Government — Party 
spirit interferes with the routine business of the House of Assembly ,* the ilia. 
jority of which betid their whole force to destroy the Oligarchy* — They renew 
the attack on the right of the Judges of the Court of King's Bench to be 
Elected Members of the House of Assembly* — The proceedings on this sub-» 
ject assume a Revolutionary eharacter^ by the attempt of the Majority ta 
expel the Judges at once, instead of renewing the Bill for their exclusion — 
2%M attempt defeated ,• and the Majority revert to the Constitutional pro^ 
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creding hy Bill.—Kzekirl Hart^ the Jeva^ re-expelled.— State of the Provin^ 
cial Revenue and Expenditure^ refei^ed fjr ihefir;<t time to a Special CoTn- 
tnittee of the House of Asxemb/j/.—Causes of this reference, and of the sub^e^ 
quent attempt to obtain the cantroul of the whole revenue, including the 
produce of Taxes existing before the Conditutioiu — First Statement of Jwi- 
p^rts and Exports.— Dis'tat is fhct ion of the Governor General teith th6 cha^ 
racter and Conduct of the Majority. —His Speech Proroguing the Legis/a- 
turCf and intimating his intentiofi to dissolve the House of Assembly. — 
Mejlections upon the inutility of repeated Dissolutions^ instead of an exsr-^ 
cise of the right of the Imperial Parliament to amend the Constitutional Act. 

In our preceding Chapters, we have had frequent occasion to allude 
to the commencement or nucleus of an Oligarchy in the Groverniitent 
of Lower Canada, which, if firmly Established, would have Enabled the 
Country to vegetate in tranqUilh'ty, but would never have been essen- 
tially useful in Anglifying the Province, and in rendering it a British 
Colony in ,/acf, as it had been for half a century in name. This Oli- 
garchy, besides the Executive, consisted of the Majority of the Le- 
gislative Council, the Members of which body were appointed for 
fife by His Majesty, with the same unrestricted Prerogative as is ex- 
ercised, in the United Kingdom, in the creation of Peers of the 
Realm. Another part of the rising Oligarchy, consisted of the few 
Executive Councillor^, Judges, Crown Lawyers, and other OflScers of 
the Government, who had obtained seats in the House of Assembly. 
The third and niost efficiefit part, might be denominated the Compo- 
site, consisting of Members of the other parts, forming a priv*ate 
Committee or Junta, having an ei^tensive correspondence throughout 
the Country, and exercising no sniiali influence over the Clergy and 
other important classes of the Community. This Junta, from the 
nature of its composition, its location in Quebec, and its strict con- 
fiectioQ with the Executive, had considerable sway in the Courts of 
Justice; and, being the only Association which would tolerate the 
smallest innovation upon the French and Feudal Laws, its power was 
generally lupportefll, or at least not reprobated, by the Merchants 
and Inhabitants of British origin^ This anomalous body, which, how- 
ever modified by circumstances, must always exist under the pre- 
sent vicious Constitution, so long as British ascendancy or influence 
shall not entifely depend upon Military Force, hsid been a constant 
object of jealousy to the French Cstnadian Majority of the House 
of Assembly. This jealousy was at first evinced by preventing 
any person, suspected of attachment to the Junta, from becoming 
the Speaker of the Assembly; next^ by severely scrutinising all 
Measures proposed by the Legislative Council, and by persons of 
British origin, declaiming against them at public meetings for elec- 
tioneering or other purposes; and lastly, in the year 1806, by esta- 
blishing a French Newspaper, called the Canadien, with the combined 
views of calumniating the Executive, the mediatorial Juntai with its 
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British Adherents ; and holding up the House of Assembly as the 
only body worthy of the confidence of the ^^ Nation Canadienne** 
This Newspaper, marking a new epoch in Canadian politics, collected 
facts and documents, old and new, for the express purpose of distort- 
ing them, and, by false analogies, misleading the ignorant peasantry, 
whose ears were regaled, in every corner of the Country, by appoint- 
ed readers of the Canadien, or, as it was sometimes called, the Na^ 
iional Monitor, Among the Documents published and commented 
upon, in this vehicle of misrepresentation and abuse, was a letter 
written by the late General Murray, soon after the Conquest, in con- 
sequence of a quarrel between that imprudent Governor and the Bri- 
tish Settlers, filied with the most passionate complaints against them. 
This letter was not only adopted by the Canadien, as containing a 
true statement of facts, but also as exhibiting a correct view of the 
character of the Merchants and other Settlers of British origin, in 
the year 1807 ; when, instead of a few army followers and transient 
adventurers, the Province, and more particularly its Cities, contained 
thousands of Britons of unsullied reputation, vsho had been the principal 
improvers of the Government, Agriculture and Commerce of the Colo - 
n^. Distortion of facts and calumny against the local Authorities 
were, 'however, blended with hypocritical professions of loyalty to 
the King, and confidence in the Imperial Government, who were al- 
ways represented as friendly to the ascendancy of the French Cana- 
dians, and to the full developement of a Constitution, which insured 
to the latter exclusive domination in Legislation and Finance. Mean- 
time, the Quebec Mercury, a Newspaper begun in the year 1805, de- 
voted to British interests, and employed in exposing the intolerable 
grievances inflicted by French Laws, Feudal Burthens, and a House 
of Assembly, which had founded its encroaching power upon the 
prejudices of an ignorant population, watched and harassed the march 
of the Canadien with a zeal and persevering spirit which render its 
pages, and those of its rival, interesting studies to all writers on the 
Administration of Sir James Craig. During the election of Mem- 
bers for the fifth House of Assembly, in June, 1808, the disappoint* 
ment of Mr. Panet, in his expectation of being re-elected a Member 
for the City of Quebec, ascribed to Executive intrigue, produced 
isuch opprobrious violence, in the pages of the Canadien, as drew the 
attention of the Governor to the conduct of that Paper and its ac- 
knowledged Patrons ; Mr. Panet being one of those, and, from his 
long occupation of the ofiice of Speaker, considered a person of in- 
fluence in the Assembly and among the Constituents, was deemed a 
fit object of Executive disapprobation ; and it was naturally suppos- 
ed that his disgrace Would be a warning to the more obscure oppo- 
nents of the Government. He was accordingly dismissed from the 
office of Lieutenant Colonel of Militia, accompanied by a few of his 
known adherents ; and the Governor condescended to order this 
Measure to be privately explained, as being the consequence of the 
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seditious tendency of his speeches and writings, in the Canadien 
Newspaper. Sir James Craig, with characteristic firmness, now took 
his stand against the Leaders of the French Canadians ; and, hav- 
ing had time to ascertain that, under the present Constitution and 
circumstances of Lower Canada, no Governor, in his civil capacity, 
is able to balance contending parties, he drew to his standard the 
Merchants and other Inhabitants of British origin as the principal 
means of preserving British ascendancy; From his new and com- 
manding position, he now reviewed the state of the Country, and 
perceived, with sorrow, the multiplied grievances of the British po- 
pulation, particularly in the Townships under the English Tenure. 
The Oligarchy, not only from the private interests of part of its 
Members, but also from the less exceptionable motive of keeping up 
ike appearance of infernal concord and tranquillity^ had uniformly 
discouraged the open expression of discontent on the part of the In- 
habitants of British origin in the Seigniorial Parishes, and in the 
English Townships of Lower Canada ; and it is still a matter of 
doubt, whether the Imperial Government had previously been inform- 
ed of the innumerable evils inflicted by the Constitution, in connec- 
tion with French Laws, upon a part of the population^ tokich peculi' 
arly merited its protection and jTostering care. The Settlers in the 
Townships, hampered in their efforts for improvement, by the absurd 
and hurtful location of two sevenths of the lands as Crown and Cler- 
gy Reserves, in scattered lots, languished upon partial unconnected 
clearances, throughout the forests, mtkout a single voice, in the House 
of Assembly, to proclaim their rights, represent their grievances, or 
suggest means of rendering them reciprocally useful, by roads of com' 
munication. At this period, indeed, their communications with Que- 
bec, Three Rivers and Montreal, were hardly practicable ; and they 
were, in a great measure, debarred from the benefits of Civil Gov- 
ernment and the administration of justice: hence, the public duties 
of the Subjects of free Governments being strictly connected with 
the enjoyment of rights, these unfortunate Settlers were gradually 
sinking into a state of lawless and reckless alienation from the rest 
of the Province. The situation of the Protestants in the Seigniorial 
Parishes and Villages, though not intolerable, was attended by nu- 
merous inconveniencies, calculated to discourage the resort of British 
Emigrants to Lower Canada. Incontrovertible facts, and the ac- 
knowledged tendencies of human nature, give reason to believe that 
Protestants were never cordially welcomed by the Majority of the 
Romish Clergy ; their freedom from the obligation to pay tythes, af- 
forded no desirable example to the Roman Catholic Parishioners, 
while their disregard of holidays, processions, and other customary 
observances encroaching on time, could not fail to excite the jea- 
lousy and envy of all who perceived the fruits of uninterrupted in- 
dustry. Their education and preposs^essions, equally hostile to feu- 
dal burthens and French laws, rendered them troublesome vassals to 
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the Seigneurs, pnrticularly to those of French orij^in ; whose banal 
rights, mutation finets, and privileged claims, were frequent causes of 
expefislire and ruinous litigation. The disagreements thus excited 
from previously existing causes, were aggravated by some recent re- 
gulations of the Provincial Legislature. The Protestant, for in- 
stance, might desire to obtain a license for keeping a Tavern or House 
of Entertainment. For this purpose, it was required by Law that he 
should present a certificate of good conduct and character, signed 
by the Hector and Wardens of that Church, which he neither rever- 
enced nor supported ; but the notorious fact may be readily believed, 
that such a certificate was often refused under various pretexts and 
pleas, which the Courts of Quarter Sessions, and the Protestant 
claimant could not speedily obviate and dismiss ; difficulties and jea- 
louaica also arose from the circumstance of there being established 
by law, a distinction between British and Canadian Militia. But we 
pass from these to a more serious inconvenience, and cause of dete- 
rioration, in the religion and morals of the small parties of Protes- 
tants scattered through the Seigniories. Their distance from Pro- 
testant Churches, rendered the celebration of Matrimony, the bap- 
tism of Children, and the interment of the Dead, with due solemni- 
ty, expensive and difficult ; it being often necessary to take a journey 
of fifty miles, going and returning, for those purposes. A compe- 
tent and impartial Legislature would have obviated these inconveni- 
encies, either by empowering Magistrates to celebrate matrimony and 
establish burial places, or by the less exceptionable measure of faci- 
litating the license and compensation of Missionaries to baptise 
Children^ solemnise Marriages, and adminiiiter periodically religi- 
ous consolation and instruction at different station s^ Tliese priva- 
tions continue to be notorious at the present day ; and it is needless 
to add that the House of Assembly has done nothing to relieve this 
interesting portion of His Majesty's Subjects, who^ neverihetessy under 
every duadvantage, persist in Jumishing occasional examples of sue* 
cessfid industry to the Ftench Canadians* 

Those remarks on the Minority of the population of the Country, 
will best serve to account for some unwelcome allusions to internal 
jealousies, made in the Gorernor's Speech to both Houses of the new 
Provincial Parliament ; which, after an unusual delay, was summon- 
ed to meet for the despatch of business^ on the 10th of April, 1809. 

Tlie House of Assembly, which contained several new Members, 
including Mr* D* B. Viger, and Mr, Louis Joseph Papineau, proceed- 
ed, by command of the Governor, to elect a Speaker. Mr. J. A» 
Panet having been proposed, some conversation took place as to the 
probability of his being rejected by the same personage who had re- 
cently dismissed him from his high rank in the Militia ; and, with the 
alledged view of avoiding so painful an exercise of the Prerogative, 
Mr. Justice Debonne proposed Mr, D, B. Viger as Speaker, eulogis- 
ing his knowledge of the laws, his independence; and industrious ha- 
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bits of business. Tlic Majority however re-elected Air. Panety whom 
the Governor, though in measured terms and in a cold manner, ap- 
proved. The Session was then opened by His Excellency, with a 
Speech to both Houses, which enlarged upon the foreign and domeS" 
tic affairs of the Province, and his favorite theme of the warlike ex- 
ploits of Great Britain. He stated the protracted negotiations between 
His Majesty and the Government of the United States, and gave his 
opinion, that the course of discussion and proposed measures of the 
latter indicated no speedy adjustnoent. The Embargo, so injurious to 
the citizens of that Country, had been removed ; but Congress h^d 
substituted for it an act of non-intercourse against both Great Britain 
and France, to take place on the 29th May, and continue in force 
until the obnoxious decrees of Napoleon and the Orders in Council of 
His Majesty should be annulled, in so Jar as they affected the United 
States ; the intercourse to be restored with each power immediately 
after the promulgation of such annulments. With this uncertain pros- 
pect before them, His Excellency recommended the renewal of the 
temporary Acts, for the regulation of Aliens and the preservation of 
His Majesty *s Government. Alluding to the Spanish Revolution, the 
Emigration of tlie Kojral Family of Portugal to the Brazils, and the 
share which His Majesty's Army and Navy had in those important 
events, His Excellency congratulated both Houses on the brilliant 
victory of Vimeira, and the subsequent retreat of the Forces of the 
Tyrant of France from Portugal. Addressing the House of Assem- 
bly, he promised to lay before it Statements of the Provincial Re- 
venue of the Crown and of the Expenditure during the last twelve 
months ; and he next called the attention of both Houses to the rec- 
tification of an accidental error in an Act of the preceding Parliament, 
for the relief of the insane and the support of foundlings ; the conse- 
quences of which error he had obviated on his own responsibility. His 
Excellency then adverted to the prosperity of the Province ; and re- 
comofiended that the stimulus to improvement given by the Ameri- 
can Embargo should be followed up by measures of domestic legisla- 
tion, for the permanent encouragement of that industry, which had 
been called forth, by external and fortuitous circumstances. Afler 
this important recommendation. His Excellency proceeded as fol- 
lows : — " Youy Gentlemen^ tvho are collected Jroni all parts o/thePrO' 
" vince must be sensible of its flourishing situation, and of the happi- 
*' ness enjoyed by a people unrestrained by any control but that of the 
*^ latvSf tvhichf enacted by their own Representatives, can solely be direct' 
** ed to their benefit and to the advancement of their prosperity . These 
*< blessings tvUl be unalterably insured by the diffusion of a spirit ofhar* 
" mony and concord, the cultivation of which is more especially called 
*'^ J or, from those who have the happiness of the people at heart J^nm the 
*^ peculiar circumstances of the different parts of which they are compo- 
" sed* If any thing can intervene to blast the prospect before us, it can 
^^ be only the admission of causeless jealousies, and suspicions still more 
" uiifoundedy and assuredly most unmerited^ towards that Government 
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** und(r whose protecting and fostering care you have attained to your 
** present state of felicity " 

The Speech ended by explaining the cause of the unusually short 
notice given for the meeting of the Parlianaent- 

The Addresses of both Houses were confined to the topics of the 
Speech ; but a portion of the usual Majority of the House of Assem- 
bly, named below in a note,* attempted to contradict the paragraph 
quoted from His Excellency *s Speech, which alluded to causeless 
jealousies, denying the existence qfsuchjealousiesy and ascribing the as- 
sertion of them to the insinuations of persons not sufficiently known to 
His Excellency^ vihich per sons xjoere alledged to have neither the wel- 
fare of the Government of this Province nor that of the people, whose 
happiness is entrusted to its care, at heart. 

This observation was levelled at some Members of the Oligarchy, 
and nwre particularly at Judge Debonne, who had become an objeet 
of continual hostility on the part of the Speaker and some other Lead- 
ers of the Nation Canadienney on account of his interference with 
their pretensions to exclusive domination in matters of Legislation 
and Finance. Its insertion, however, in the Address was overruled ; a 
part of the Majority were satisfied with the near prospect of a more 
signal vengeance, not only upon the Judge in q-uestion, but involving 
the perpetual proscription of all Judges as Members of the House of 
Assembly. The Majority well knew that jealousies existed; and His 
Excellency might have known that they must always exist, under the 
present Constitution, to such an extent as to paralyze the energies of 
the Government ; and it is a subject of regret that we have no decis- 
ive proofs that those causes were candidly and forcibly stated and re- 
commended to the consideration of the Imperial Government even pre- 
vious to the Administration of Sir James Craig, It is in our humble 
opinion totally inconsistent with the wisdom ascribed to the British 
Government, to suppose that, if Sir Robert Shore Milnes had present- 
ed a true state of the Province to the Colonial Department of Ilis Ma- 
jesty's Government, and solicited thoir attention to the theory of the 
Constitution and its practical effects, they should not have immediate- 
ly applied themselves to devise a remedy for the yearly accumulating 
evils affecting the Subjects of British origin, and sapping the founda- 
tion of British Ascendancy in the Canadas. A neglect of such infor- 
mation would be tantamount to treason to the Colonial policy and in- 
terest of the Empire. 

But it is time to return to the events of this short Parliament. — 
The excitement of party spirit rendered some laws relating to local im- 
provement objects of much debate in the House of Assembly ; the 
conflicting claims of new and old market-houses occupied much of the 
attention of the Majority ; but nothing was done to compromise them. 

* Metsrs, Heberi, Chagnony Delotmcy Bourdagesy Huot, Borgiot Bedard, Louis 
Bin, Durocher, RobUailU, and Trestler. 
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These debates, however, proved to the satisiiiction of aH unprejudiced 
persons that the Governor had good reason to assert the existence of 
jealousies, so fur as regarded local matters* 

The Journals of this Session contain the substance of many Peti- 
tions for objects of internal improvement and police ; but, as any pro- 
ceedings on them were interrupted by the agitation of more important 
questions, we shall pass them by, and attend exclusively to the pro- 
gress of the disorder which produced the first dissolution of ^ Provin- 
cial Parliament of Lower Canada, 

The Majority of the House of Assembly showed considerable pow- 
ers of discrimination in choosing the part of the Oligarchy, which they 
meant first to attack ; but being influenced by personal feeling, they 
did not conduct their operations with the coolness which suits the' 
Legislative character. There was, indeed, no part more open to at- 
tack through the analogies of the British Constitution, nor through 
the more open and direct road of practical inconvenience, arising 
from the increase of party spirit* So long as the Judges could be 
elected, as at the first election, with little contest, the inconveniency 
was small ; and their knowledge of the French Laws was rather the 
means of facilitating legislation, and checking innovation upon them ; 
but when, so early as the second election, the contests became warm, 
the Judges were, in some measure, degraded by the intrigues of 
their partizans, who were not scrupulous in using the judicial power 
to work upon the hopes and fears of the Electors. The Majority 
had collected a variety of facts on this subject ; and, if they had been 
satisfied with combining them in a printed Report, it is probable that 
the Executive and the Electors would have, in due time, admitted 
an innovation upon the Constitution, and that a Bill for their exclu* 
sion, at a stated period, would have received the sanction of His 
Majesty's Representative. This feeling seems to have extended to 
the Judges themselves ; for, in the year 1808, Afr. Justice Panet,^ 
whose services in the House had been duly appreciated during sever- 
al parliaments, having ascertained that his future election would be 
contested, refused to present himself on the Hustings, giving such 
an example as would eventually have been followed by others of his 
class. The Majority, however, not considering that, b^ summarily 
attacking a Constitution so Javourable, in generai, to the potver of ike 
French Canadians^ ihey xoere putting arms against it into the hands of 
the Subjects of British origin, to ivhose interests and inclinations it 
tvas so radically hostile ; did not renew the Bill for disabling the 
Judges, which had beep rejected in the Legislative Council during 
the last Session of the previous Parliament ; but the precipitation 
with which they acted, shewed rather a desire to be a Constituent 
Assembly^ than the mere concurrent Executors of the Act of the 
British Parliament, 31, Geo. III., Cap. 31, which alone created and 
prescribed their functions. Having made up their minds in secret 
conclave to treat both Judge and Jew in the same manner^ they pro- 
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posed to exclude both by singld Resolves, or, if we may be permit- 
ted to use a revolutionary expression, by Decrees passed mih accla^ 
niathn. 

Oa the l&th of April, almost immediately afler having,, in their 
Address, eulogised the Constitution, they made the experiment on 
its pliability to purposes of ambition ; and Mr. Bourdages^ seconded 
by Mr. Louis RoU moved to resolve, that ihe Judges of this Province^ 
agreealdy to the lavos and customs of Parliament^ cannot take a seat^ 
nor vote nor sit in this House. On the 22d of April, the House be- 
ing in Committee on this violent Measure, its warmest partizans were 
discovered ; and Mr. </. A. Panet^ the Speaker^ gave his casting vote 
against a postponement to the 9th of May ; and when, as a compro- 
mise, Mr. Cnthbert moved that the Resolve should, instead of being 
discharged, be taken into consideration on the 30th of July next, 
there was a Majority of two in favour of the amendment, and the 
question being taken on the original motion thus amended, was car- 
ried by a Majority of 23 to 17.* 

Not discouraged, but a little cooled by this defeat, it was resolv- 
ed on the 25th of April, to appoint a Committee of five Members, 
namely, Messrs. Bourdages^ Bedardf Borgia, Louis Roif Meunier, to 
inquire if any and what inconveniencies have arisen at elections 
where the Judges of this Province have been Candidates, with |)ow- 
er to send for persons and papers, and to report thereon with all con- 
venient si;>eed. 

The Report of this Committee, being in favour of a Bill, for disa- 
bling^ the Judges immediately, it was . accordingly introduced, and 
passing through the usual stages, was ordered to be engrossed, on 
the 12th of May. Its farther progress was prevented by the Proro- 
gation hereafter mentioned. 

The proceedings in the case of the Jew, were more summary ; and 
Mr. Ezekiel Hart, whose case we alluded to in our last Chapter, was 
again repelled by a single Resolve of the House. 

The Governor General having laid before the House of Assembly 
the accounts of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown and of the 
Expenditure, they were, for the Jirst time, formally referred to a 
Committee ; the cause of this reference was well understood, by 
those in the secret ; for they had made up their minds to propose the 
payment of the necessary sums for defraying the civil expenses of 
the Government of the Province. Having, as mentioned in our pre- 
vious Chapters, proscribed all Assessments and direct Taxation, and 
being animated by the prosperous state of the Revenue, in conse- 

* Hiose who voted a^inst this amended Motion, are to be considered as fa- 
vourable to the course tfuit every constUutionnl question rejected by the Legislative 
Council, should be reintroduced and settled by Resolves : we give their names 
•s follows :— Messrs. Hebert, Robitaille, F. Roi, Meunier, Duclos, Delorme, 
PopineaUf Viger, M. Caron, Cfaa^noo, Sourdages, Bcdard, fiorgia, Trestler, Du- 
rocher, LangUis, L. lioy. 
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quence of the American £nil)argo, the Majority naturally conceived 
that now was the time to offer, as a proof of loyalty, the pledge of 
assuming the Civil Expenditure, and thus have a plausible pretext, 
to regulate Salaries, and limit the number of all public Officersy ac- 
cording to their ideas and national partialities. So long as the ne- 
cessary expenses greatly exceeded the Revenue arising from their fa- 
vourite system of taxes on Commerce, and the excess toas voted by 
the British House of Commons, they had remained silent ; hut, no 
sooner did the prosperous circumstances of the Province open a new 
path of ambition, than it was seized with that enthusiasm, which the 
prospect of securing an unlimited controul over tlie Executive, could 
not fail to inspire. 

The amount of the whole Revenue this year, was forty thousand 
six hundred and eight pounds fifteen shillings and six pence currency, 
or about thirty-seven thousand pounds sterling; and the amount of 
the Expenditure, including the expensed of collecting the Revenue, 
and two thousand four hundred pounds, the quota of drawbacks pay- 
able to Upper Canada, was forty-one thousand pounds sterling. 

Among the Accounts ordered by His Excellency to be laid before 
the Legislature, we find Statements of the Imports into, and Exports 
from, the Port of Quebec, showing an extraordinary increase of Com- 
merce. 

Having already mentioned the revolutionary temper, so openly 
displayed, and indicated the projects of ambition preparing in the 
House of Assembly, our readers may not be surprised to learn, that 
Bills and other communications from the Legislative Council, were 
treated with opprobrium and contempt, and that finally, the patience 
of His Excellency was exhausted. 

On the 15 th of May, the Governor General closed the Session, 
and intimated his intention of dissolving the House of Assembly, 
in a Speech which exhibited that mixture of military frankness 
and disdain of compromise which suited his character, and formed 
an extraordinary^ contrast to the Speeches of all his predecessors. 

His Excellency began by stating the apparent arrangement of all 
differences with the United States, by Mr. Erskine ; which, like the 
arrangement of Legislative differences in the year 1 825, by Sir Fran- 
cis Burton, was doomed to be disapproved by His Majesty's Minis- 
ters. This unexpected arrangement with the United States, not hav- 
ing taken place till the middle of the Session, His Excellency ex- 
pressed his displeasure that, in the critical circumstances of the 
Country, the House of Assembly had not attended exclusively to the 
means of preparing the Province for defence, and with this view, cul- 
tivated a spirit of harmony among themselves and the other branches 
of the Legislature. After stating that he had filled in every expec- 
tation. His Excellency proceeded as follows :— 

*' If any further proof of the rnisuse of your time were necessary, 
I have just prescriXed it in being called upon, after a Session of five 
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weeks^ to exercise flis Majestifs Preroe;ative of Assent to onhf the same 
numher of Bills^ three of which were the mere renewal of Annual Acts, 
to which you stood pledged, and which reqttired no r/isc?/.ss/ow." 

*' So much of intemperate heat has been manifested in all your pro* 
ceedingSy and yuu have shewn such a prolonged and disrespectful inat^ 
ienfion to matters presented for your consideration, by the other branch^ 
es of the Legislature, that whatever might be the moderation and for^ 
bearance exercised on their parts ^ a general good understanding is 
scarcely to be looked for without a new Asstmhly^ 

" J shall not particularly advert to other proceedings irhich appear to 
be unconstitutional infnngements upon the Hgh's of the Subjfct, repug- 
nant to the very ItVer of that Statute of the I.nperial Parliament, under 
which you hold i,our seats, and to have been matured b\f proceedings 
which amount to the dereliction of the first principles <f natural jus* 
iice ; and 1 shall aJjstaln from any farther enumeration of the causes 
by which 1 have been induced to adopt the deteimination which I have 
tnken ; because the part of your conduct to which I have alreadxf refers 
rid is obviously, and in a high degree, delrimenlal ttf the best interests of 
the Country, such as my duty to the Crown forbids me ic countenance, 
and compels me to have recourse to a dissolution as tJie only constitution^ 
al means bif which its recurrence can be prevented. ^^ 

Thus ended the fifth House of Assembly of Lower Canada ; and 
His Excellency resolved, by a new Election, to appeal to the sense 
of His Majesty's French Canadian Sujects, without apparently con- 
sidering that the Prerogative exerted, could have no more influence 
in producing harmony, than the mechanical process of blowing the 
bellows, in the music of the organ : he could renew the power to 
legislate ; but he could not, in the circumstances of the Country, 
under the present Constitution, select or influence the Legislators ; 
and the obnoxious Assembly fell, like the fabulous Antcus, to the 
ground, with the effect only of rising up with fresh strength to com- 
bat the British Hercules, who, in Lower Canada, has been destined 
to perform all his labours before making it a British Colony in fact, 
as well as in name. 
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CHAP. XL 
A. D. 1810. 

Sixth Provincial Farfiament-'Conicquences of a Dissolution of the Bov ft of 
Commons of the United Kingdom, contrasted with those of a LissoMion of 
the House of Assembly of Lotoer Canada,— Pertnanent causes of this cjn- 
trasty which should have long sincd been brought before ths Imperial Par» 
liament, —Management of iJieold Metnbdrs, to secure their re-election. — 
The Canadien Newipaper selects for oral Comment preffCdents of opposifion 
in Great Britain to the Government of the House of Stuart— The ignaravt 
Electors are persuaded that His Ma^'esty*s Ministers will disapprove of the 
conduct of Sir James Craig — Errors of the Executive, arising chiefly frum 
the want of attention to the personal feelings and grievances of A few indi^ 
vidualsy who are driven to join the adherents of the Majttrity oftheHouse of 
Jsaembly,-^The Governor General during the recess visits the old and veu 
Settlements,— Allusion to his supposed intention to recommend an alteration 
of the Qmstitution.— Reflections on a Legislative Union of Lower and Upper 
Canada— First Session oftheSi^slh Provincial Parliament,— Mr, Panet re* 
elected Speaker of the House of Assembly,— Speech of the Governor General to 
both Houses,— He alludes to the disapproval by His Majesty's Government 
of Mr, Erskinel's arrangement with the United Stales, and to the quarrel 
with Mr, Jackson, the new Plenipotentiary,— He exhorts the Legislature 
to prepare for the contingency of war with the United States,— He _ inti- 
mates having received instructions to give the Royal Assent to a proper Wl 
passed by both Houses, for the exclusion of Judges of His Majesty's Court 
of King's Bench from the House of Assembly,— Addresses of both Houses in 
answer to His Excellency's Speech,— While that of the House of Assembly 
is preparing, the Majority pass a Resolve censuring his Speeeh at the Pro* 
rogation of the fifth Provincial Parliament,— Address of congratulation to 
HisMajesty,— Reflections,— Salutary Resolves, moved by Mr, Tasehereau, 
respecting applications for Turnpike Roads and Bridges, subject to Tolls. 
—Proceedings of the Majority of the House of Assembly, to obtain the eon' 
troul of the Civil List, — Their ambitious movements masked by profession 
of loyalty, but discovered by the Governor General and his Councillors,^ 
His guarded answer to their Address on this Financial Affair, con 
trasted with the conduct of a future Governor, Sir John Sherbrookc—Be 
refuses to transmit the Address of the House of Assembly to the Lords and 
Commons of Great Britain on the subject of the Civil List, but promises 
to transmit tlte Address on that subject to His Majesty,— Resentment of the 
House of Assembly, which renews the attempt to appoint an Agent at the 
Meat oj the Imperial Government,^BeJlcctions upon the controul of the 
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Jtuuie ijf .Usemb^j/, bj/ the Le^ialativt Cjunci' ; ihe CunUituiional rightt 
of whir/i ifr.li/ detroj^^m'l atntlo^^ij bctutcen the proceed in <^$ of the Le^isla" 
tuiei of Upper and Lower Ctmada, and those of the legislatures of th€ 
other Brithh Qylonics.— The Majjr it 1/ of the House of Assembly, influenced 
by hatred of Judge JJe Bonne, frame a BiU fjr the immediate disqualifi^ 
cation of Judges, and pass a Resolve far hii exclusion.— This leads to an 
appHcatijn to the Governor General to issue a Writ of Election^ calling 
upon the County of Quebec to elect a Mjmber to replace this obnoxious in- 
diuiduaU — The Governor General fesents this conduct as interfering with 
the Constitution, and with his instructions, and resolves to dissolve the 
House of Ass^mb^y.— Extracts from hi^ Speech, previous to the Prorogation 
of the Legislature.— Dissolution of the sixth House of Assembly. — UefUc^ 
tims^ iiivolving a conjecture that the Majority of the House af Assembly 
desired a dissolution, from ambitious and interested motives. 

By dissolving the House of Assembly, and issuing Writs in His 
Majesty's name for a new Election, the Governor General might be 
said to put the question to the Electors ; " Did your late Represen- 
tatives speak your ^ense or not? If they did, you tvUl re-elect such of 
them as may be willing to serve ; if not, you toill of course choose 
others^ When thus interrogated in Great Britain, the greater part 
of the Electors, during more than a century, have answered, No ; 
and a Majority of Members friendly to the Administration, appointed 
by His Majesty, have been uniformly returned. It has not been so 
in Canada ; where a great Majority of Electors of French origin, 
professing the Romish lleligion, have uniformly answered Yes, to 
their British and Protestant King, and to his Vicegerent. At present^ 
we shall only ask our intelligent readers whether this contrast exhi-* 
hited to His Majesty s Ministers, at four differefit periods during 
twenty years, should not have enforced their attention to the political 
state of Lower Canada, and produced an energetic and persevering 
appeal to the Imperial Parliament, which body alone was properly 
qualified to bring about the just and necessary change ? Until the 
Constitutional and other British Acts respecting Lower Canada shall 
have been subjected to a complete investigation by that August Tri- 
bunal, we shall have neither force to resist a formidable invasion, nor 
that harmony between the branches of the Legislature, which alone 
can enable it to make laws calculated to promote the peace, welfare 
and prosperity of a Province, which contains a population, variegated 
by differences of 07'igin, latiguage, religion, laws, manners and habits* 

The dissolution of the House of Assembly had a momentary efiect 
in discouraging the Members, who well knew the hereditary respect 
which their Constituents possessed for Monarchical Power and for 
His Majesty's Vicegerents. But they also knew that the vanity and 
insulating prejudices of their Constituents might be enlisted in their 
service, and that the medium of ridicule v^as an easy road to calm 
their fears of British tcsentment. The unlimited powers conferred 
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upon the Electors, were displayed in the pages of the Canadien 
newspaper, industriously and gratuitously circulated and read tlirough- 
out the Parishes ; whose ignorant inhabitants were treated with far- 
cical misrepresentations of the Governor's Speech, and speedily led 
to despise his Person and Government. At the same time, the His- 
tory and Parliamentary proceedings of Great Britain, from the period 
of the decline and fall of the Stuarts, were ransacked for instances 
of resistance to the Executive power; and a reader of the Camdierii 
unacquainted with the gullibility of the hearers, would feel occasion- 
al surprise, to find in its pages, destined for the ears of a Romish 
Community, the remonstrances of a Protestant Nation against the 
measures of Popish and Priest-ridden Rulers. But, in the hands 
and mouths of the juggling Demagogues, these Documents took a 
peculiar form, and excited resistance to the Government. It was in- 
geniously stated that there had only been a change of places. In 
Great Britain, the great majority of ths population being Protestants, 
had used certain means and arguments to resist and banish Popish 
Rulers ; and consequently the great majority of the population of 
Lower Canada, being Papists, should make a selection from them, in 
order to resist Protestant Rulers. While this course, however, was 
hardily proposed by the Demagogues, they craftily veiled from their 
dupes the important consideration, that the French Canadians, though 
impolitically concentrated by the conquering po'voer into a separate peo^^ 
xvere nevertheless^ in latv and in /act, a toeak dependency of a pffiioer- 
Jul Empireji tohose Government was essentially Protestant, 

This or^l sophistry of the demagogues was farther assiduously em- 
ployed, in persuading the ignorant Electors, not only that His Ma- 
jesty's Ministers would disapprove of the Dissolution, but that the 
Governor himself had been misled by his advisers ; and, on this topic, 
they quoted 9,nd eulogised the opinions of numerous individuals who, 
having been personally injured by the Oligarchy and its adherents, 
took the present opportunity of revenge. And here we have the un- 
grateful task of stating our humble opinion, that the military habits of 
the Governor General exposed him occasionally to a want of discri- 
mination between military and civil subordination. In the former, stn'ct 
and implicit obedience, without remonstrance, is absolutely necessary ; 
in the latter, und^r free Governments, Putles and Rights, have more 
defined relations, and are co-existent. Carrying the military idea of 
uncompromising command into every branch of the Civil Service, in 
a Government which h^d for ten years been administered by such 
men as Sir Robert Shore Milnes and President Dupn, could not fail 
to disgust some of the high minded civilians in the service of Gov- 
ernment, leading to their dismissal and consequent temptation to joiq 
the ranks of the opposition. This, in fact, took plac^ in an impor- 
tant instance ; and we shall accordingly, for several years, have the 
mortification to present to our readers, a British and uncompromising 
Leader of the Majority of the Rouse of Assembly, who appear? to 
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have viewed that body and its Constituents in (he light of clients, 
whose rights and pretentions he was bound to enforce to the utmost 
Hmits. We have only to suppose the Constitutional Acts, 14 and 31, 
Geo. III., Cap. 3, to be placed in the hands of Counsel, for his opin- 
ion on the powers which they impolitically confer upon the French 
Canadians, in order to infer that his opinion would bp favourable to 
their exclusive domination in the House of Assembly of this Pro- 
vince. — This opinion might be accompanied with an explanation of 
the dependency of Lower Canada upon the British Government, and 
the expediency of a discreet use of the powers conferred ; but this 
is a gratuitous, not a necessary exercise of the duty of Counsel, who, 
in common courUsi/ to his Client, gives him credit for common sense 
and discretion, and ascribes to him a knowledge of his power and 
means of enforcing his rights, and promoting his suit to (lie desired 
issue* If this Counsel, however, should assume the additional res- 
ponsibility of conducting the suit, we should then find him engaged 
to make a display of all his powers, deliberative and active, for the 
success of the cause. The real case is so recent, and the fact so no- 
torious, that the advocate was abandoned by the leading clients in 
the most dishonourable manner, that we need not at present pursue 
our h3rpothetical representation, which is also a needless anticipation 
of the course of our history. 

The persons chosen to replace the officers dismissed by Sir James 
Henry Craig, were inferior in natural genius, in acquired talents, and 
in habits of business^ and recommended by nothing but a blind and 
passive obedience to every mandate which might be issued in the 
name of the King, by the Governor and the Quebec Junta. 

Having explained the errors of the Executive, and described the 
intrigues of the demagogues, we may suppose our readers prepared to 
learn that the old Members of the Majority, or others of similar 
principles, were re-elected. 

But, before reviewing the occurrences of this short Session and 
Parliament, it may be permitted to allude to a brilliant progress 
through the old and new Settlements, which His Excellency's sense 
of duty, and his improved health, induced him to make in the sum- 
mer of 1809. In the middle of June, he left Quebec, attended by a 
numerous suite ; and, travelling in a style of magnificence, suited to 
his high station and large fortune, he excited the admiration of the 
people, who would have viewed him, as the Representative of their 
Monarch, with unmixed satisfaction, if the demagogues had not art- 
fully prepossessed their minds with the idea that the expenses would 
be levied in direct ttoes, and that this joyeuse entree would one day 
extract from their pockets a large sum of money. Besides hospi- 
table entertainment from men of rank and fortune, the Govern- 
or General received Addresses from the Magistrates and other inha- 
bitants of the Towns and Villages through which he passed. Tjie 
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Boroughs of Three Bix^ers and WiUinm Ilevry, the City of Monire- 
aly the Town of Dorchester, vr St, Johns, and the Village of Terrc- 
honne^ particularly distinguished themselves, as containing a consi- 
derable proportion of British population and well afi'ectecl French 
Canadians, who viewed the pretensions of the House of Assembly, 
as calculated, sooner or later, to involve in some signal puiushment, 
the innocent with the guilty, depriving them of those inestimable be- 
nefits, which their adoption into the great British Family would have 
otherwise insured to themselves and to their descendants. 

During this tour. His Excellency visited the Eastern Townships, 
at the only season of the year when it was then practicable to do so 
with convenience. He verified the reports, which he had received at 
Quebec of the distressing privations which the inhabitants suiFered ; 
he benevolently listened to their complaints, and so strongly impress- 
ed them with an idea of his being the means of their future relief, 
that they prepared Petitions for Legislative assistance in opening 
roads, and otherwise improving a Country, hitherto utterly neglect- 
ed by the Government which had invited Settlers, and by the 
House of Assembly, whose duty it was to co-operate for their wel- 
fare. His Excellency not having visited the United States since the 
revolutionary war, was unduly impressed with the progress of im- 
provement made in Lower Canada, during the intervening period; 
and it is matter of regret that he had not been enabled to view the 
frontier of that Country, then rapidly settling and improving, as well 
as Upper Canada, which Province, under British Latvs and the En- 
glish Tenure of Lands, was already advancing in every thing worthy 
of a British Colony, extending its cultivation, and furnishing the prin- 
cipal part of the Exports of Flour and Lumber from Quebec. ♦ 

The Governor General returned to Quebec in the month of Au- 
gust ; when he learned that the unauthorised arrangement made by 
His Majesty's Plenipotentiary, Mr. D. M. Erskine^ with the Gov- 
ernment of the United States was disapproved, and that the relations 
between the British Provinces of North America, and that Country, 
were returned to the same suspense and uncertainty which existed 
in the early part of the year, when he opened the Provincial Par- 
liament. 

This state of affairs appears to have disturbed some of His Excel- 
lency's plans for improving the Country and its Constitution, it being 
considered that a confirmed peace with the United States, would 
alone justify such undertakings, and recommend them to His Ma- 
jesty's Government. 

* We shall here remark, that many persons in Great Britain, at this period, gate on- 
due importance to the productive powers of Lower Canada, by supposing that a great pro- 
portion of the Exports from Quebec was the fruits of the industry of that Province; 
the truth is, that the surplus produce of French Cnfiadian industry ^ has never 
loaded one tenth of the tonnage employed : the Cities and Garrisons in peace 
and in war, are chiefly supplied with Flour and Provisions from Upper Canth 
da and the United States, 
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It is a matter of doubt, however, whether the improvements con- 
templated, would have answered the expectations of the projectors ; 
they were confined to the Constitution of Lower Canada, and did 
not contemplate the re-union of the Upper Province, which, in our 
humble opinion, both as a correction of a previous political error, and 
as the only means of giving strength and consistency to British ascen^ 
dancy in the Canadas, is a measure of transcendant importance. Any 
alteration in favour of British ascendancy in Lower Canada, consi- 
dered as separate from the Upper Province, would necessarily con- 
sist in an abridgment of the political powers of the Electors, and of 
the popular branch of the Legislature. Resistance to the views of 
the Executive, and of His Majesty's Government for the good of the 
Empire, might thus be weakened ; and the hurtful prejudices of the 
French Canadians might be confined with their French Laws to the 
Seigniorial Grants of the King of France. But, as we are convinced 
that these prejudices and laws must be destroyed before the 
end of this century by foreign conquest or British legislation, we 
cannot help thinking that the only chance of retaining the Country 
and making it useful as a British Dependency^ will he found in a 
Legislative Union tvith Upper Canada. Supposing a union so strong- 
ly recommended by Geographical position, without a single altera- 
tion of the Constitution, though past experience has suggested ma- 
nyy we should thus insure, under the fi-eest forms of Government, a 
representation equally composed of Members of French and English 
origin ; and can any man suppose that such a Legislature would not 
agree to a compromise from feelings of mutual interest ? But, sup- 
posing a difference to exist between parties of equal strength, would 
not the Governor General and his Executive Council have a fair op*- 
portunity, directed, if need be, by His Majesty's Miniftters, to act the 
part of Mediators ? And, what reason have we to suppose^ or to in- 
fer from analogous emergencies, that such a powerful mediation would 
not preserve the public peace? But, in a Union Bill, modified ac- 
cording to the spirit of the Petitions transmitted in its favour in the 
year 1 823, and, making due allowance for the exceptions taken by its 
opponents, we cannot doubt but an alterative and mild remedy could 
be found to the yearly accumulating evils, which the present dissen- 
sions between the inhabitants of French and those of English origin 
in this Province, and between both Provinces produce. British le- 
gislation in the interval, since 1823, has cut the gordian knot of one 
difficulty in the Lower Province, by the Bill to facilitate a change of 
the Feudal Tenure, regulating by English Law the descent of all 
Lands in the Townships, granted under the Tenure of Free and Com- 
inon Soccage, and authorising the conversion of the Feudal Seignio- 
ries into a similar Tenure. To persons like ourselves, not in the se* 
crcf, it may be permitted to conjecture, that these important changes 
dre only preliminaries to the union of the Provinces, 
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Having thus eildeavourcd to console our rea:ders for the failure of 
one of the alledgcd designs of a truly independent and enterprising 
Governor, we proceed to the first and only Session of the sixth Pro- 
vincial Parliament of Lower Canada^ 

It was opened on the 29th of January, 1810, with the usual pre- 
liminaries of administering the oaths^ and ordering the choice of a 
Speaker of the House of Assembly. Wearied With useless opposi- 
tion, the Minority did not propose a rival Candidate to Mr* J, A. 
Paneti who was unanimously re-elected as Speaker of the House of 
Assembly, and approved by the Governor General* 

On the return from the Legislative Council^ the salvo of privilege 
was exercised, in a manner characteristic of the feelings of the House, 
by ordering that Mr. Taschereau have leave to bring in a BUI /or 
disabling Judges from being elected^ or Jrom sitting and voting in the 
House of Assembly, 

After which^ the Speaker reported the Governor GeneraPs Speeeh 
to both Houses^ in which His Excellency still persevered in attract- 
ing their attention to the warlike exploits and foreign relations of 
Great Britain, describing her as standing almost alone against the 
rest of the world, which then seemed to be the destined prey of A'a* 
poleon Bonaparte, His Excellency next alluded to the disappfoval 
by His Majesty'^ Ministers, of the arrangement made by Mr.ErsJdne, 
with the Government of the United States, and the still less expect- 
ed event of a quarrel on the part of that Government with his succes- 
sor, Mr, Jackson^ indicating a more bold and hostile spirit in President 
Madison* s Administration, than existed in that of his predecessor. 
With such prospects of probable warfare, His Excellency stated his 
reliance upon the loyal co-operation of the Militia with His Majes- 
ty's regular forces, to resist any attack which might be made upon the 
Province, and that the Legislature would not hesitate to renew those 
temporary Acts by which the Executive was enabled to guard tl)e 
Province against Aliens and disaffected persons. Addressing the 
House of Assembly, His Excellency said that he would lay before it 
the Annual Statement of the Provincial Revenue of the Crown 
and of the Expenditure. Addressing both Houses, he alluded to 
an Act of the Imperial Parliament, which had affected the anci- 
ent boundaries of the Province, by annexing to the Government 
of Newfoundland, a part of the Coast of Labrador.* His Excellen- 

* This anneiation was afterwards repealed at the instance of the Leipslature of 
Lower Canada ; and we think that this was judicious ; but if, at the same time, 
the Imperial Parliament, in its Sovereign Wisdom, had annexed the Canadian Dis« 
trict of Gasp^ to the contiguous Province of New Brunswick, it would have done 
good service to the Empire. Labrador, divided from Newfoundland bj the dan- 
gerous strait of Belleisle, could receive but littto attention from that Government ; 
while Gasp4, a slightly connected excrescence from Canada, might be removed 
without inconvenience, and, engrafted on New Brunswick, would produce the usual 
advantages wliich attend every arrangement which folioiwi nature in the settlement 
of boundariei. 
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cy next described the increasing practice of forging American Bank 
Notes within the Province, and recommended a law for its punishment, 
as being equally necessary to preserve the morals of His Majes- 
ty's Subjects, and to evince a desire in this Government to prevent 
injury to the neighbouring States. His Excellency ended His Speech 
by announcing his having consulted His Majesty's Ministers on the 
subject of disqualifying the Judges, and he stated that he was author- 
ised to give the Royal Assent to any proper Bill for rendering His 
Majesti/s Judges of the Court of Kings Benchy in future^ ineligible 
to seats in the House of Assemblj/, in which the ttvo Houses should 
concur. 

At the same time that a Committee was appointed to prepare an 
Address in answer to His Excellency's Speech, another was appoint- 
ed to prepare an Address to His Majesty, with the view of joining in 
the congratulations of all parts of the Empire upon the rare histori- 
cal instance of His Majesty's eventful reign having extended to half 
a century. Both Addresses were voted in terms which would have 
induced a person, unacquainted with the prejudices of the Majority, 
to suppose that they were ready to sacrifice their lives and fortunes 
in the service of the Empire at large ; but it soon appeared that am- 
bition and the gratification of resentment against an individual, would 
characterise their measures. 

The Speaker and his adherents had not so far lost sight of all ideas 
of decorum as to join in any public declaration against the Governors 
reprimand of the conduct of the Jl/th House of Assembly, during the 
Prorogation ; but, on the ?ist of February, after an attempt on the 
part of the now enfeebled Minority, to concentrate the energies of 
the House into ^n undivided attention to the paramount object of 
evincing harmony between the Executive and Legislative powers, for 
the defence of the Province, the following resolve was passed by a 
Majority of 24 to 11.* 

" Resolved that every attempt of the Executive Gor^eimment^and of 
" ike ather branches oj the Legi4alure against this House, whether in 
•* dictating or censuring its proceedings, or in approving the conduct of 
" some of its Members^ and disapproving the conduct of the others, is 
** a violation of ihe Statute by which this House is constituted ; a breach 
** of the privileges of this House, against which it cannot forbear oh" 
'* jeeling, and a dangerous attack upon ihe rights and liberties of His 
** Majesty s Subjects in this Province, ^^ 

The same day the attention of the House was drawn from matters 
of privilege, by Mr* Taschereau, the Grand Voyer or Superintendant 

* We give the names of the Majority and tbq Minority, on the question, as fol- 
h>yi%:'-^Yeas, Mestri' Debartzch, L*J, Papineau, Lee; Beauchamp, Hebert, Huot, 
Caron, Langlois, F. Rot, Fortin, St. Julien, Viger, L. Roi, B. Panet, Durocher. 
Btackwood, Bedard, Drapeau, Borgia, Meunier, Robitaille, and Bernier. Nays, 
Messrs. R. Cuthbert, Duchesnay, M<Cord, Bell, Mure, Deoecbau, Jones, Gray, 
•lo&es of B«dror4, Bowen, and Gugy. 
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of Roads and Bridges ; and two Resolves were passed for the pur- 
pose of enforcing due publicity, as to all future projects for obtaining 
encouragement from the Legislature to individuals, for the making of 
Turnpike Roads and the erection of Toll Bridges. Notices of eve- 
ry private Bill, proposed to be introduced in all future Sessions on 
such subjects, were ordered to be inssrted in the Quebec Gazette and 
in one of the Newspapers of the District in which every such road or 
bridge might be intended to be made. These useful Resolves were 
some years afterwards modified to meet the encreasing stratagems of 
projectors, who are now obliged to describe, in public advertisements 
the nature and extent of the improvements and legislative encourage- 
ment for which they petition. 

On the 5th February, Mr. Blachvood seconded hy Mr, Carorty ob- 
tained leave to bring in a Bill to continue the temporary Act for the 
better preservation of His Majesty's Government, which was finally 
passed with an amendment, shov,'ing the extreme jealousy of the Ma- 
jority, and that they supposed that their, ambitious projects might 
be disturbed by the powers which this Act conferred upon the 
Executive. 

When the subject of voting the necessary sums for defraying all the 
expenses of the Civil Government of the Province was agitated 7th 
February, the anxiety of the Majority to avoid a developement of their 
ulterior views was evinced by refusing to appoint a Select Committee 
to enquire into the present state of the Revenue and Expenditure, and 
the nature of the Acts now in force, on those subjects. Tlie House 
immediately went into Committee, and on the 10th February, after 
declaring the ability of the Province, the House by a great Majority, 
including Messrs. Bedardy Papineau^ Blanchet, Viger and Dehartzck, 
resolved as follows : That this House will vote in this Session the ne- 
cessary sumsjor defraying the Civil Expences of the Government of 
this Province, 

Tlie commercial Minority, who had no idea that this pledge would 
be construed otherwise than as a simple undertaking to cover the de- 
ficiency of the permanent Revenue, without interfering with the 
appropriation of the latter, were astonished at the eagerness and 
precipitation of the Majority, and merely deprecated fresh taxes on 
Commerce ; but the Governor and his Executive Council appear to 
have penetrated the views of the Assembly, and to have foreseen that 
the conditions attached to the proposed vote, might, if submitted to, 
bring the appropriation of the whole Revenue of the Province under 
the controul of the French Canadians, who might thus make every 
officer, including the Governor and the Judges, their humble servants, 
instead of being the servants of a generous Monarch, 

Startled at this prospect, which came home to their business and 
bosoms, it was agreed to give such an answer to the Address of the 
House, accompanying Addresses to the three branches of the Impe- 
rial Parliament as should; as far as posi>ibIe> preveQt future cavils. If 
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Sir John Sherbrooke had been as attentive to prudent Councillors in. 
this respect, when the J:Iouse was called upon to redeem the pledge 
oC its predecessor, as Sir James Henri/ Craig was, when it was first 
offered, much trouble would have been prevented ; and the new Trojan 
Horse would forever have been denied admittance. — The answer of 
His Excellency therefore was extremely guarded ; and he particularly 
insisted upon the Constitutional right of the Legislative Council to a 
previous investigation and concurrence in the expediency of the Re- 
solves and Addresses of the House of Assembly upon a subject, in 
which, not merely as a co-ordinate branch of the Legislature, but as 
composed of individuals having a large stake in the country , it was in^ 
tereslcd. Refusing to transmit the Addresses of the House to the 
Lords and Commons, both of which he deemed unprecedented, he 
promised to transmit the Address to His Majesty, in order that, by 
their own act. His Majesty might be formally apprised of the ability 
and of the voluntary pledge, which the people of this Province had 
thus given, to pay the entire Civil Expenditure of the Province, when 
required so to do. 

It is evident that this answer not only guarded the rights of His Ma- 
jesty and of the Imperial Parliament, but also those of the Legislative 
Council, and more particularly excluded all hope of admitting the 
controul of the Assembly over the present and future territorial Re- 
venue of the Crown ; and we can therefore easily account for the 
symptoms of mortified ambition exhibited by the Majority, on receiv- 
ing this reply, which they immediately subjected to the investigation 
of a Committee, composed of Messrs. Bourdages^ Bedardy Taschereau^ 
Borgia, Blanchet and L. J. Papineau. 

In every proceeding of the House of Assembly, the French Cana- 
dian Majority showed a desire to destroy the rights of the Legisla- 
tive Council as a co-ordinate and important branch of the Provincial 
Legislature. The Constitutional rights of this body interfered with 
every step in the ambitious career of the former, and destroyed all 
analogy with the proceedings of the old Colonies as to the appoint- 
ment of Agents, and, strictly speaking, even of Commissioners, on 
Financial intercourse with Great Britain or the sister Provinces of 
British America. Whenever, therefore, the question of appointing^ 
Colonial Agent, as discussed this Session, has come before the House 
of Assembly, the Majority has always resisted any interference on the 
part of the Legislative Council, without, however, receiving any support 
from persons acquainted with the Constitution of Upper and Lower 
Canada, and willing, as becomes loyal subjects^ to submit to it as an 
Act of the Imperial Parliament. 

The Majority of the House of Assembly this Session attempted to 
appoint and support a Colonial Agent at the seat of His Majesty's 
Government, in the same manner as was practised by the old Colo- 
nies ; and a Bill for this purpose was introduced, but, like other am- 
bitious projects, was prevented from progress by the approaching 
Prorogation and Dissolution. 

s 
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The Bill for immediately disabling the Judges having been speedily 
passed, was returned by the Legislative Council, with an amendment, 
which, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Royal As- 
sent proposed to be given by His Majesty's Representative, postpon- 
ed, to the end of the present Parliament, the incapacity of Judges ef 
His Majesty s Ccurt of Kings Bench to sit and vote in the House of 
Assembly, Tlie Majority, anxious to obtain the passage of the Act, 
but still more eager to be relieved from the presence of Judge De- 
bonne, now returned to a vote of expulsion, and by a Majority of 19 
to 10, they declared his seat vacant : they also rejected that part of the 
amendment of the Council, which would have admitted of this indiyidiial 
being re-elected or replaced by another Judge, and thus brought 
themselves into direct collision, not only with the Legislative Council 
and with the Governor's instructions, but also with the Constitutional 
rights of the elective body, to whom an immediate appeal by Writ of 
Election to fill the seat thus declared vacant, would have taken place. 
These proceedings, leading to a resort, through the Speaker of the 
House, to His Excellency to issue a Writ in His Majesty's name for 
the Election of a Member for the County of Quebec, in the place aiwl * 
stead of the expelled Judge, placed the Governor General in an un- 
precedented dilemma, from which he deepied it necessary taextiicate 
himself, by a new Dissolution of the Provincial 'Parliament. 

Accordingly, on the 26th February, His Excellency, having com- 
manded the attendance of the House in the Legislative Council 
Chamber, and having there given the Royal Assent to the Bills for re- 
newing two temporary Acts, intimated his intentions in a Speech to 
both Houses, from which we give the following extracts : 

Whattver might be my personal wishes, or hotV.ver slrong might he 
my desire, that the public business should svfftr no inlerrvpiion, I fear 
tluit, on 4his occasion, nothing is left to my discrttion : it has been ren-^ 
dered impossible for me to act otherwise than in the way in which lam 
proposingj*^ 

"• The House of Assembly has taken upon itself without the particip/t' 
iion of the other branches of the Legislature, to pass, a vote that a Judge 
of His Majesty's Court of King s Bench canmot sit nor vote in that 
House, howtvei' 1 might set abide the personal feelings which would 
not be unnatural in me, as to the mode in which this transaction Iws bfen 
conducted towards myself, there is another and infnilely higher consider^ 
aiion arises out of it, which I must not overlook, 

" It is impossible Jbr me (o consider what has been done in ami other 
light than as a direct violation of an Act of the Imperial Parliament— 
of that Parliament which confei red on yonilie Constitution, to which yau 
profess to owe your present prosperity ; nor can 1 do otherwise than 
consider the Hou^e of Assembly as having unconstitutionally disfrari' 
chised a large portion of His Majesty's Subjects, and rendered we/f- 
gibUf by an authority which they do not possess, another not incon^der* 
able class of the commimily,^* 

*^ Such an assumption J should, at any rate, fed myself hound, hy 
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every tie of duly^ to oppose : hut, in consequence of the expulsion of the 
Member for the County of Quebec, a vacancy in the representation for 
tluU Countif has been declared ; and it would be necessary that a new 
Writ should issue for the election of another member. That writ would 
be to be signed by me: Gentlemen — I cannot— dare not render myself 
a partaker in a violation of an Act of the Imperial Parliament ; and 
I know no other way hy which I can avoid becoming so, but that 
which I am pursuine^,** 

Ills Excellency ended his Speech as he had begun it, by stating 
his sincere regret at this new resort to His Majesty's Prerogative, re- 
lying upon the good sense of the Electors for his acquittance from all 
blame, in the course which had been rendered necessary, by circum- 
stances beyond his controul. 

Thus ended the sixth Parliament, after a Session of four weeks. 
Instead of feeling great alarm from this new Dissolution, the Mem- 
bers of the Assembly concerned in the obnoxious measures, knowing 
the gullibility of the great Majority of the Electors, confidently ex- 
pected to be returned triumphantly, and to be enabled to continue 
their plans of exclusive domination for themselves and for the " Na- 
tion CanadienneJ* One might even be permitted to conjecture that 
they courted this new exercise of the Prerogative, in order to have aa 
opportunity of appealing, as patriotic and persecuted men, to the 
Electors, and to conciliate them in favor of the frequently proposed 
measure of granting pecuniary compensation for legislative services, 
which the penurious spirit of the Habitants, not less than the opposi- 
tion of the Executive, had hitherto impeded. 



ii 



132 POLITICAL ANNALS [CHAP. 



CHAP. XII. 
A. D. 1811. 

Seventh Provincial Parliament. — Vanity of the expectations entertained by 
some persons that the Dissolution of the sixth Parliament would cause Mem- 
bers favorable to the Government to be returned. — TJiis disappointment as- 
cribed to the characteristic prepossessions and peculiarities of the Electors. 
— Retrospective allusion to the formation of the character and political 
opinions of the Electors. — The new Constitution has the effect of distracting 
their minds, by introducing collisions between the ruling authorities.— The 
vanity and the religious prejudices of Romish Electors, incline them always 
to support the elected, against the authorities created by the Prerogative of a 
Protestant King.— Confidence at first displayed by the old Members^ as to the 
event of being re-elected. — They are however alarmed at the preparations 
of the Government and of the subjects of British descent to influence the 
Electors. — The Canadien newspaper becomes more and more violent against 
the Executive.— Rumour of its being partly supported by the Plenipoten- 
tiary of Napoleon Buonaparte.— The Governor General suppresses the 
Cana4ien, seizing the Printing Press and all the papers found in the 
Printing Office.— He imprisons three Members of the sixth Parliament, 
as suspected of seditious practices. — Conjectures on the subject of those 
measures, which were not followed up by any public trials. — They are sup- 
posed to have been merely intended to excite the attention of the Electors at 
this crisis of taking the sense of the people. — Reluctance of the Sub- 
jects of British origin to acquiesce in the intention, ascribed to the 
Governor, of suspending the Constitution. — Jealousy existing in the Dis- 
trict of Montreal against the Quebec Junta. — The Addressee of British 
Candidates rejerred to, as proofs of their inexperience and delusion.— A 
variety of Candidates at the general election.— The old Members prevail.— 
Immediate consequences of the disappointment oj the British Candidates.— 
A feeble effort made in favor of a suspension of the Constitution. — Causes 
of the failure of this halj measure, and allusion to the preferable course 
of uniting Upper to Lower Canada, and at the same time improving the 
Constitutioiial Act, 31, Geo. III. Cap. Zl.— Review of argumetits in favor 
of this course, and reference to the postponed Union Bill of the year 1322, 
as containing the true remedy for the grievances of the Subjects of British 
descent in Lower Canada. — First Session of the seventh Provincial Parlia- 
ment.— Feeble Minority in the House of Assembly, in favor of the Execu- 
tive.— Mr. Panet re-elected Speaker. — The Governor General* s Speech.— Be 
suppresses all his favorite topics, and confines himself to local affairs, and 
to the state of the negotiations between Great Britain and the United States. 
^Address of the House of Assembly^ containing a remarkable admission that 
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. Jealousies exist, between the French Canadians and the Subjects of British 
descent, — The case of Pierre Bedard, a Member of the sixth Parliament, re- 
elected for the seventh, while he was imprisoned under- the accusation of 
seditious practices. — Temporising conduct of the Majority, with conjeC' 
tures on its unascertained causes.— Industry of the House of Assembly — 
Review of various proceedings. — Petition of the Eebtors cofffned in the 
Cktol of Montreal*— K.xpediency of a Bankrupt Law.— Bill from the Le* 
gislative Council, making it felony to counterfeit foreign cjins and foreign 
promissory notes. — The crime reduced to a misdemeanor by the Assembly ; 
and an Act pasted accordingly.— Rejlect ions on the execution of this Act. — 
Bill for the continuation oj the Gaol Duties Act^ promoted by the urgency of 
the inhabitants of Three Rivers to have a new Gaol, at the general expense. 
— Bill for applying the bequest of John Conrad Marsteller to the Establish^ 
ment of a House of Industry for the poor, at Montreal. — Fate of this esta" 
bliihmcnt. — Abortive attempt by the Majority, to restore the proscribed mode 
of covering the roofs of houses with shingles in Montreal. —Account ofthg 
Provincial Revenue, and the effects of its prosperous state, on the disposi' 
tion of the House of Assembly to lavish the produce of taxes on Merchan-' 
disc for Ijocal purposes. — Bill to give an exclusive right to John Molsoii to 
Steamboat Navigation on the St. Lawrence y passed in the House of Assembly , 
but rejected in the Legislative Council. — Reflections upon this and future 
failures, to obtain encouragement from the Government of Lower Canada to 
great undertakings. — Number of Acts passed during this busy Sessioji. — 
Account of Sir James Henry Craig* s farewell Speech, and extracts from 
the same. 

After the Dissolution of the sixth House of Assembly, under cir- 
cumstances, which, to disinterested spectators, seemed to justify this 
exercise of the Prerogative, it was expected that a reaction would take 
place ; and that the great body of the Constituents would, from pru- 
dential motives, if not Jrom higher principles, have disapproved of the 
revolutionary conduct of their Representatives. This expectation, 
however, was contradicted by the event, which is to be explained by 
the peculiar habits of thought and character, which distinguisdi the 
French Canadians. These habits and character, originally formed by 
the despotic government, civil, military, and ecclesiastical, of Louis 
the XlVtli of France, induced the French Canadian population chiefly 
to regard the immediate agents of authority, who came in daily or fre- 
quent contact with them, by oral command or communication. Thus, 
long after the Conquest, the lowest agent of authority had only to pre- 
sent himself, in the name of the King, to be instantly obeyed. It was 
not a King, a Governor, a General, a Judge, or a Bishop, with whom 
they had personal communication : these awful authorities they sur- 
veyed at a distance, with due reverence ; but their immediate obedi- 
ence was considered as due to a Seigneur, a Justice of Peace, an Offi- 
cer of Militia, a Bailiff, and a Cure, or Priest. When the British 
Parliament, therefore, established a House of Assembly, the Mem- 
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bcrs of that newly constitutrd anthority, though cljosen fey tliem- 
selves, were admitted to a great share of the Iiabitaal submission, 
which their Constituents were accustomed to pay to -every agent of 
authority, who came into immediate contact with them. By the new 
Constitution, the Habitants^ in fact, supposed that they were com- 
manded by the Governor, at eirery election, to dK»ose rulers over 
themselves ; and, having once chosen them, they readily admitted 
them to great authority and influence over their opinions and con- 
duct. Believing this to be the disposition of the ignorant peasantry 
of Lower Canada, we can have no difficulty in supposing tliat what, in a 
free and intelligent community, is properly called Public Opinion, is 
in this Proxnrtce merely the effect of the opinions of the immediate agents of 
authority i including the Members qfthe Assembly^ operating ttpon the na- 
tural desireSy of a people attached to the latos, language, habits, mantters 
and prejudices of their French ancestors. The immediate agents of autho- 
rity, therefore, who interfere the least with those characteristics, will 
be the most favored by them. We flatter ourselves that these expla- 
nations have enabled our readers to recognise the influence which 
ptiedominated at the new election, in April, 1810< The Sovereign 
was a Protestant King of a Protestant nation; tl>e Crovernor was a 
Protestant, as was the Majority of his Executive Council ; the Ma- 
jority of the Legislative Council was also Protestant, and partly com- 
posed of persons in office, who received salaries. On the other hand, 
the Members of the dissolved Assembly were persons who professed 
the Romish Religion, who held no lucrative office under the Govern- 
ment, and who had been chosen as friendly to their civil and religious 
rights, and opposed to every measure which could disturb the f6u- 
tine of theit hereditary labours and enjoyments, indolent, particu- 
larly in mind, they could not atialyse the conduct of their Represen- 
tatives, and discriminate the parts which belonged to inordtiiate and 
selfish ambition, from those which might be ascribed to zeal for their 
service.* 

The old Members wcire so confident of the effiscts of those cha- 
l^cteristics of their Constituents, that they derided every doubt of re- 
election.f Perceiving, however, the exertions of the Executive and 
of the Subjects of British origin against them, they resumed the arms 

* With respect to teknowtedgpnent and feelings of service, there ts h'ttle differ* 
ence between the conductor a Sotereign and thdit of a Constitutional body of the peo- 
ple : When the tyrannical donduct of the Earl of Lauderdale in Scotland was proT- 
ed before Charles the Second and bis Council, that Monarch, while he reprobttsd 
it, could not help expressing his feeling that the Noble Bari had been actuated with 
views to promote the interest of his Prince. 

f One of the old members, being accosted by an acquaiataace inMontrefd, who, ia 
atone of regret, remarked that the Assembly had beendisaohed or ^oAen, replied— 
that ii is trtie^ but the fragmienli are good* We see that this anecdote will look bet- 
ter in French, as follows-—" Vn amu rencontrant iur U marchi Montr. D r, 
'* lui dit, en haussant le$ S})aulet~-ahf Monsieur, notre ParlemerU est encore cassS ; 

** out, reponditjieretnent Mr. D »' r, le ParhmenH ett eats^, imm ki wwree tv x 

"en tont bont,'* 
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of ridicule and misrepresentation, which had done them such good 
service at the previous electioiu Fop this purpose, the newspaper Le 
Cauadieny was adopted to furnish tlie text fof general comment, and 
was circulated at suck expense, a& gave occasion to suppose that fo- 
reign contribuiious for its support might have been furnishec). Believ- 
ing, as we do, that I'he Cmiadien waa merely supported by the 
French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly and their ad- 
herents, with the view of prouaotrng the exclusive domination of the 
popular branch of the Legislature, we cannot however, as historians, 
help mentioning, that the anti-British sentiments which that paper 
containtnl, j^ave currency to an idle report, that it was partly support- 
ed by the French Plenipotentiary at Washington, the Metropolis of 
the United. States. The CatKidien thus connected, in the minds of 
the credulous, with the intrigues and ambition of Napoleon Buonaparte^ 
became an object of additional alarm and detestation to many per- 
sons well afiected to Government. Urged by them, and farther sti- 
mulated by the seditious writings wlxich it contained, the Governor 
Genera], whose native courage and military habits might have made 
him despise paper bullets^ was induced to take summary measures 
against the French Canadian Press. On the 17th March, under the 
authority of the Executive, the printing oiBce of the Canadien was 
forcibly entered, and all the papers, with the press and printing ap- 
paratus found therein, were seized and conveyed to the Court House 
of Quebec. As might be expected, the Printer also, after examina- 
tion before the Council, was committed to prison ; but, on what 
grounds- the ulterior measures of the Executive were taken, is a ques- 
tioa of mystery which future writers will have to investigate. Though 
the mass of tlie populatdon, unable to read or write, unprovided with 
arms and the habit c^ using them, could not be supposed to sympathise 
with tlie &te of the national press, or be able to revenge its destruction, 
the Executive followed up this measure of force with others, indicating 
a feaB of insurrection. The different guaads wei-e reinforced ; and mili- 
tary patroles pacacted through the city and suburbs of Quebec. Tlie 
mail, containing letters for Montreal, was detained; and various other 
puecautions in the power of Government were taken, as if to. prevent the 
objects of prosecution fjjom escape. Meantime, the well disposed part 
of the communil^y trembled at this crisis, believing that an: extensive 
conspiracy &r their destruction, had been made known to the Govern- 
ment ; but it turned out a false alarm ;. and, after due enquiry through- 
out the country, and a strict examination of the papers found in die 
office of the Canadian press, six. individuals only were taken into cus- 
tody ; andi none were driven into concealment or exile by conscious- 
ness of guilt. The truth is, tiiat the tendency of the Constitutional 
Act was a permanent cause of disturbing, the peace on the eve of an 
election, by open and universal suffrage ; and, reduced as we are, to 
mere conjecture, we might suppose diat the Governor General, at this 
moment, intended to suspendtheConstitution^on the joint resporisibility 
of himself and the Executive Couiieil^ if we bad act the recent proof of 
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his different sentiments in his Speech to both Houses, 26th February ; 
in which he said, speaking of the Constitution — " / cannot, dare not, 
render myself a partaker in the violation of an Act of the Imperial 
parliament" Whatever might have been the intentions of the Exe- 
cutive, it is certain that even the Subjects of British origin had not yet 
sufficiently tasted the bitter fruits of the Constitution to approve of 
its suspension. To many of them it was still pleasant to the eye and 
sxveet in the month ; while its bitterness in the belly had been felt only 
by a few old residents, and persons capable of investigating the first 
principles of Government, and their application to the character and 
circumstances of the governed. The existence of these feelings in fa- 
vour of the Constitution, with all its admitted faults, was more par- 
ticulai-lv ascertained in the City and District of Montreal, containing 
many riew Settlers, who also had not sufficient confidence in the Que- 
bec Junta, alluded to in our previous Chapters, to strengthen its au- 
thority. Strange as it may now appear to our reflecting readers, it is 
a fact that many well intentioned individuals of British origin persisted 
in expecting benefits from a Constitution connected with French and 
Feudal Laws, and partly administered by a House of Assembly, elected 
by the universal suffrage of the French Canadians ; tvkose political 
opinions had been entirely formed by the intrigues and speeches of 
the candidates for their votes. They even entertained sanguine ex- 
pectations of the result of the new elections : they seemed to think 
that ihe forms of the British Constitution, transplanted into Canada, 
would operate as the substance does in the United Kingdom ; and 
that the electors, who neither by education or property, are qualified 
to judge or control the measures of the elected, would nevertheless 
come forward and disapprove of their proceedings. It is painful, 
though necessary, to allude to those delusions ; but we must refer 
our intelligent readers to the Addresses of the various Candidates of 
British origin, to convince them of the vanity of their expectations 
from the sense and prudence of the elective body. The general 
election of 1810, brought forward Candidates of every class and pro- 
fession, except Judges : The doctors and surgeons, who perceived the 
body politic diseased, offered their services ; the lawyers, always ex- 
pecting to profit by difference of opinion ; the merchants, fearing 
new taxes on imported goods ; the auctioneers, anxious to abolish the 
auction duty ; the seigneurs, wishing to conciliate their feudal rights 
with the pretensions of their vassals ; — all came forward on this occa- 
sion. But, seizing the vantage ground of previous confidence, the 
great majority of the old members carried the day ; and the Governor 
General was destined to meet, in the Legislative Council Chamber, 
and even to admit to his social board the same men, Kjohom he had 
justly stigmatised as unworthy of the countenance or choice of loyal 
subjects of His Majesty, Meantime the influence of external com- 
merce on the progress of the country demanded acts of legislation, 
which two successive dissolutions had impeded. The Majority of 



XII.] OF LOWER CANADA. 137 

the House of Assembly, aware that temporary Acts would best se- 
cure their power, had rendered the regulation of Trade and Police, 
and even a part of the pecuniary support of the local administration ; 

of Justice temporary ; and they could, at any time, alarm the Mer- 
chants and Citizens of the Towns with the view of expiring Civil • 
Laws, and the fear of their being replaced by Martial Law, or re* 
vived Ordinances of the old Government. A number, however, of *^>\ 
the eminent Merchants of Quebec and Montreal, aware of the im- ''- 
mense power of the Imperial Government, could not conceive the 
possibility of its long permitting a faction, under colour of an Act ot \ 
the British Parliament, to disturb' the Colony, and paralyse every ef- 
fort towards improvement. These practical men, who had not only 
long resided in Lower Canada, bat were also acquainted with the 
circumstances and situation of Great Britain and the United States, 
could not be deluded by the pretensions of what is familiarly called 
a paper Constitution. They were convinced that the new Constitu- 
tional Act, 31, Geo. in. Cap. 31, by the introduction of the forms of 
a free Government prematurely into Lower Canada, had, in fact^ 
placed a Colony of immense extent , capable of augmenting the com^ 
inerce, and settling the surplus population of Great Britain, into the 
poxoer of an Anti- British and Anti-commercial Jhction, elected by the 
almost universal suffrage of a gullible population of French origin^ 
V)hose restricted notions extended to none of the improvements necessary 
to render the Country useful to Great Britain, or to the Sister Pro^ 
tinces of British North America, When the result of the General 
Election of the year 1810, had discouraged the British admirers of 
the Constitution, it was generally believed that they would have sup- 
ported a Petition to the Imperial Government, to the following ef- 
fect : — that His Majesty's Ministers would be pleased to take the 
state of Lower Canada, under the present Constitution, into theit 
consideration, and investigate the numerous grievances of the Sub- 
jects of British origin, and, supposing them duly impressed with the 
sinister proceedings of the Majority of the House of Assembly, 
praying them to recommend to the Imperial Parliament, the suspen- 
sion of the new Constitution, and the revival of the entire Act of the 
14th, Geo. IIL, Cap. 83, with some modifications of the old Legis- 
lative Council, suited to the commercial and financial exigencies of 
the Province. This Measure, however, was only recommended on 
the principle of state necessity, and in order to restore the temporary 
tranquillity of the Province, and to give the necessary leisure for ma- 
turing a new Constitutional Act, conferring a free Government, care- 
fully adapted to a Commercial Colony, and conciliating the rights of 
the Subjects of British origin, with those of French origin, instead 
of establishing the French Canadians, ivith all their prejiidices, as the 
masters of the Country. This proposal appears to have been that 
choice of evils, which men of property generally make^ in preference 
to hazarding the experiment of a general and extensive measure. 
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calculated to expose the origin, and effectually redress the grievan-* 
ces of a Country ; and, being what is called a half measure, ii could 
not excite the energy and spirit which the prospect of an effectual 
remedy is calculated to produce. The complaints against the old 
Constitution of 1774, were still present to the minds of many influ- 
ential individuals both in Great Britain and in Canada ; and the idea 
of retrograding in the forms of free Government, was extremely re^ 
volting to the minds of many Subjects of British origin. The pro-* 
posal, therefore, though probably made to His Majesty's Ministers, 
was not acted upon ; and no effort was made for the relief of the 
Subjects of British origin, till the introduction of the Bill for the Le- 
gislative Union of Lower and Upper Canada, in the year 1822, which, 
with all its acknowledged faults, would nevertheless have had the de- 
sired effect of teaching the plainest understanding the true line of 
political duty. At present, it b impossible for any man, wishing to. 
exercise political rights, and at the same time to pursue in tranquilli- 
ty his private interests, to act with independence and consistency. 
If we instance a Briton, desirous of legislative encouragement for 
any improvement, he must first conciliate the French Canadian Ma- 
jority of the House of Assembly, and thus indi&pose the other 
branches of the Government. If he, on the other hand, begin with 
engaging the patronage of the Governor and Legislative Council, his 
project, approved by them, will be sure to fail in the ^ouse of As- 
senibly. In this manner, we shall see the most indefatigable projec- 
tors, esteeming highly tha encouragement of the Legislature of Iiow? 
er Canada, driven from pillar io post, and obliged, at last, to rely on 
their own resources. At this day, therefore, no iiidividual has tq 
thank the Legislature of Lower Canada, for direct encouragement to 
great undertakings ; and every improvement in the inland Naviga- 
tion of the Province and of its Harbours, has been rather impeded, 
than advanced by the tenacious pretensions of the different branches 
of the Legislature, except in the instance of the Lachine Canal. 

But we return from this digression, to review the proceedings of 
the first Session of the seventh Provincial Parliament of Lower Ca- 
nada. The Executive had very few adherents in the House of As- 
sembly; but we mention their names belo\v, in a note, for the pur- 
pose of showing that, under the present Constitution, every Govern- 
or pursuing British interests, will find his legislative adherents in the 
popular branch, decrease in numbers, respectability and talent.* 

f The Members who generally supported Government, were first ; — (Officers or 
Placemen,)— rAfr. Bowerif Attorney General^ Mr. Sewellt SolicUor Gfneratf Mr. Cof- 
Jin, Mr. Caldvjellf son of the Receiver General. iSecond : — (Merchants,) — Mn 
Mure, Jaine$ Iryine. G. M. St. Dider, A. N. McLeod, Matthew ^e//.— The Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain has generally a Majority in the House of ComiBons in 
tbff proportion of two to one, and in the Colonies of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 
and Upper Canada, three to two; — in Lower Canada, it has, on the average, since 
the new Constitution, been in the Minority, whenever British law or ascendancjr 
was in question. Jhis was fieyer the case, eyea in Ireland, when she had a Houm 
of Commqi^. 
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After the usual preliminaries of administering^ the oaths and ap- 
proving a Speaker, which, in the year 1827^ have been called by the 
Assembly mere matters of courtesy and form ^ the customary salvo of 
privilege took place, by introducing and reading, for the first time, 
the continuation of the Act for the regulation of Trade between this 
Province and the United States, by land and inland Navigation. 
After which, Mr. J» A. Panet, who might be called the Speaker for 
life^ reported the Speech of the Governor General, on the 12th of 
December, 1810, confined chiefly to local topics, and to the relations 
existing between His Majesty's Government and the United States, 
w^hich vitally interested the Province. His Excellency, feeling that 
there existed no sympathy between the Majority of the House of 
Assembly and himself, on his favorite topic of the warlike exploits 
and glory of Great Britain, then contending almost alone against 
Napoleon Buonaparte and his Allies, for her independent existence, 
passed over European affairs, with a slight remark on a want of offi- 
cial accounts to ground any information to be given to them. With 
respect to the negotiations between Great Britain and the United 
States, His Excellency represented them to be in a very unsatisfacto- 
ry state ; and that new claims, connected with pretensions of neutral 
rights, had been brought forward, calculated to embarrass and delay 
an amicable adjustment. As to local affairs, His Excellency earn- 
estly recommended the continuation of the temporary Acts for the 
preservation of His Majesty's Government, and for the regulation of 
Aliens, together with the Act for the regulation of Trade between 
this Province and the United States. Confining his particular re- 
commendations to those Measures to which their Predecessors had 
pledged themselves, His Excellency, taught by experience that the 
projects of the Executive would be viewed with jealousy, had now 
reverted to the reserved demeanor, which suited the defensive posi- 
tion, into which the result of the recent Election had forced his Ad- 
ministration. Addressing the House of Assembly, His Excellency 
said that he would direct to be laid before it, Statements of the Pro- 
vincial Revenue of the Crown, and of the Expioditure for the last 
twelve months. He ended his Speech by promising to both Houses 
to concur with them, most readily and cheerfully, in every Measure 
which they might propose, in mutual harmony, as conducive to the 
prosperity and happiness of the Colony. " The rule of my conduct^* 
said His Excellency, " is to discharge my duty to His Majesty, by a 
constant attention to the interests of his Government, and to the 
•welfare of his Subjects which he has committed to my charge ; and 
these objects I feel to be best promoted by a strict adherence to the laws 
and to the principles of the Coiistitution, and by maintaining in their 
just balance, the rights and privileges of every branch of the Legis" 
lature" 

This guarded^ firm and temperate Speech, in which every personal 
feeling was subdij^d, disappointed the expectations of the Majority 
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of the House of Assembly, who found it difBcult to quarrel at the 
commeDcement. The Committee appointed to prepare an Address, 
were at issue on some points, as appeared when the Report was sub- 
mitted for the concurrence of the House, ofier an unusucd delay o/* 
seven days. Mr. Mure and the Solicitor General, having strenuously 
opposed, in the select Committee, a paragraph of the Address which 
stated the manner of the execution of the law for the preservation 
of His Majesty *s Government, as not having been calculated to ren- 
der its unaltered renewal, a Measure that would insure confidence 
between His Majesty's Government and his Canadian Subjects, eq 
attempt to expunge it in the Committee of the whole House, was 
made by the feeble Minority which now supported the Executive ; 
but, with other offensive insinuations, it was passed by the Maj(ftity. 
It is, however, worthy of remark, that the same men who had, in 
previous Parliaments, reprobated an allusion by His Excellency to 
the difficulty of preserving the necessary harmony, in a Province 
whose population was composed of parts differing m opinions, cus- 
toms and prejudices, ncvo adopted his very toords on the subject, and 
admitted the existence of this disparity bettoeett Lotoer Canada and the 
other Colonies of His Majesty, Of the six individuals taken into 
custody for alledged treasonable practices, three were Members of 
the preceding House of Assembly ; and one of them, Mr. Pierrt 
Bedardy who had, under every condition, except an aquittal by a Ju- 
ry, refused to leave prison, was re-elected. The Governor, who de- 
clined bringing him to trial, took the sense of the House as to his 
eligibility, and the Majority passed resolves disapproving of his im- 
prisonment, and declaring him duly qualified to take his seat and 
vote therein. These resolves were ordered to be communicated to 
Hi& Excellency, with an Address expressing the desire of the House 
for the liberation of Mr. Pierre Bedard; and Messengers were ap- 
pointed for that purpose, who declined acting, on account of a defect 
in the formality of their appointment, and the want of directions for 
their conduct on such a delicate mission.^ 

It is difficult to account for the comparative quiet which prevailed 
during this Session ; and, though it has been ascribed to various 
causes, some more efficient will doubtless be discovered in the writ- 
ings of the adherents of the different branches of the Legislature* 
It has on this subject been asserted, that the imprisonment of the 
most violent of the Members of the late House of Assembly, and 
the destruction of the press, ^hich spread seditious writings, had 
quelled the turbulent spirit, which the firmness and military attitude 
of the Governor and an efficient defensive Staff prevented from ris- 
ing again during his Administration* It has also been asserted that 

• The Messengers who bad been named for tbis purpose, were Hessm, J9«ic^ 
^ages, Debartxck, Brunea^t Lee, BeUet<, Papineau, Junior, and Vigerf buttbe 
House, at the moment of their appointment, having a4)oumed for want of a fio- 
WBf the preparation of an Address was neglected* 
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the urgency for new laws on the part of influential men in the Pro- 
vince, effected a truce between the branches of the Legislature ; and, 
cofiibined with the hopes that the declining health of the Governor 
would induce him speedily to leave the Province, this circumstance 
^may have induced the Majority to temporise. The House of Assem* 
bly and its adherents, however, would admit no farther reason for 
tranquillity, than that they were making a magnanimous use of their 
victory over Judges, Jews, and arbitrary Dissolutions, and that they 
perfectly despised the Minority which supported the Executive. 

Leaving to future writers to collect the various reasons which com- 
bined to form a sufficient cause, the House certainly showed consi- 
derable industry in public business, and matured a variety of Mea- 
sures in such a manner as induced the other brandies of the Legis- 
lature to concur in them, and, by the Royal Assent, make them Laws 
of the land. The subjects which the Assembly postponed, were ta- 
ken up by the Legislative Council, in which branch originated the 
continuation of the Acts foi* the preservation of His Majesty** Gov- 
ernment, and for the regulation of Aliens ^ and various instances of 
compromise, af);er explanation, took place. 

In the Commerce of the Province^ subsequent to tbe gleam of 
prosperity caused by the American Embargo, a re-aetion had taken 
place ; and many persons were at this time confii^ed in prison for 
debts. A well written Petition from them, was presented to the 
House of Assembly on the 29th of December,^ the details of which 
forcibly impress the mind with the expediency of a Bankrupt Law in 
this Commercial Country ; but, at the same time, we are led to per^ 
ceive the necessity of the previous Measure of Register Oifiees, to 
check the propensity of Bai^rupts to make secret transfers or invest^* 
ments of property justly belonging to their Creditors. Sonte o£ the 
Subscribers to the Petition, which more particularly prayed for at, 
larger contribution of subsistence money, than five shilling* per week, 
by the Creditors, were well known to have conveyed their property, 
in a manner which the French Laws of the Province oould not trace 
and make known to the Courts of Justice. The House of Assenobly, 
blinking the question of the defects ixMck it knew could only be repair-^ 
ed by admitting more English Commercial Lax»^ occupied itself mere- 
ly with the prayer of the Petition for an additional allowance ; but 
even this part of the subject was not prosecuted when the Commit^ 
tee, to which it was referred, ascertained the character and origin of 
the great Majority of the Petitioners. 

The Legislative Council having passed a Bill to punish^ as a Fe- 
lony, the forging and counterfeiting of Foreign Bills of Exchange, 
and Promissory Notes^ and Orders for the payment of Money, the 
House of Assembly reduced the erime to a misdemeanor ; and an 
Act to this effect, was finally sanctioned. This law, as may indeed 
he said of all other latus in the Province, is not executed t$)ith due en^ 
ergy^ otving chiefly to the want of the neeessafy Junds-Jor defraying' 
the expenses attending the bringing of offenders to justice* 
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During this Session, the claims of the Contractors for building the 
Gaol of Quebec, were taken into consideration ; but their alledged 
losses were not compensated : the expenditure for Gaols and Court- 
houses, had already been double what was intended : and the result 
should have rendered the House of Assembly favourable to District 
Assessments for such purposes, xchich mode of taxation would have 
insured more care and economy in the application of the produce. 

The system of taxation of Commerce having, however, been adopt- 
ed, lavish expenditures for public offices, were now contemplated ; 
and the establishments were calculated to cost fifty thousand pounds. 
A continuation of the Gaol Duties* Act, 45, Geo. Ill, Cap. IS, was 
therefore decided upon, notwithstanding the strenuous opposition of 
some Merchants and Auctioneers. The want of a District Gaol for 
I'hree Rivers, facilitated the passage of this Bill; but the appropria- 
tion of funds for this purpose, was reserved for His Majesty's plea- 
sure ; and the contemplated public offices have to this day been ne- 
glected. 

In consequence of the bequest of property by a German of the 
name of John Conrad Marsteller, an Act was passed this Session for 
the establishment of a House of Industry ; but this well intended 
Institution, after several abortive attempts, has ended in leaving some 
fixed property for sale on account of the public. 

Some Members of the Majority, possessed of vacant ground near 
Montreal, renewed their efforts in favour of the proscribed mode of 
covering the roofs of Houses with Shingles ; but the well founded 
alarms of the Proprietors of Houses on account of the danger of the 
spreading of Fires by means of inflamed Shingles, prevented the 
passage of the Bill into a Law, which, on motion of Mr. Viger^ se- 
conded by Mr, Papineauy Junior y passed the Assembly, but was re- 
jected by the Legislative Councih On the 15th of February, the 
Accounts of the Revenue were presented, and added to the compla- 
cency of the Assembly^ by the flourishing state of the Provincial 
Finances which they exhibited. The amount of the Revenue was 
about sixty-three thousand pounds sterling, and of the Expenditure, 
including the expenses of the Legislature, and the drawbacks to Up- 
per Canada, forty- three tliousand pounds sterling. This Statement 
will account for the appropriations, after some difficulty, of the addi- 
tional sums required to cover the great excesses of the estimated ex- 
penses of finishing the Gaol of Montreal, and the repairs of the resi- 
dence of the Governor in Quebec ; both of which doubled the ori- 
ginal estimates, and produced subjects of enquiry to Committees of 
the House ; and led to some salutary restrictions in future grants, 
without, however, altering the favourite principle of taxing Commerce, 
for all public purposes. 

An attempt was, this Session, renewed by the Mmifres de Poste, to 
recover their old monopoly of the conveyance of Travellers by Land ; 
but there was a sufficient sense of justice and comoiercial utility in 
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the House, to prevent this retrograde movement ; and the Proprietors 
of Stages were maintained in the facility of obtaining licenses. 

In consequence of a Petition from Mr. John Molson, an opulent 
brewer, who, having capital to spare, had made an experiment with 
it, ill imitating the beneficial apphcacion of the power of Steam in 
propelling vessels, lately introduced into the State of New York, un- 
der the encouragement of an exclusive Patent, a Bill was, on the 
1 1th of February, introduced by Mr, Viger, to grant to John Mol- 
son the exclusive right and privilege of navigating one or more Steam- 
boats between Quebec and Montreal, on the River St. Lawrence. 
This Bill, after undergoing some amendments, was passed on the 25ih 
of February, by a Majority of 15 to 4. This Measure, however, 
was not concurred in by the Legislative Council ; and, when next 
Session the Petitioner had succeeded in conciliating that body, the 
House of Assembly was unfavourable ; and, like almost every pro- 
jector of beneficial enterprises in this Province, he was left to depend 
upon his own resources ; these were ample, not only in capital, but 
in tliat persevering spirit which distinguishes most Englishmen who 
have had success in their original pursuits, and turn their attention 
to higher objects of industry calculated to gratify their national am- 
bition for improvement. This gentleman's success was soon after in* 
sured by the exigencies of the war ; when his Boats were chiefly em- 
ployed in conveying Troops, Stores and Provisions, for Government ; 
and he is a prominent exception to the common prepossessions of 
mankind, which, as matter of course, consign to ruin and disappoint- 
ment the first projectors of great undertakings. 

The limits which we have prescribed to ourselves, and the desire 
which we feel to give some extracts from Sir James Henri/ Craig's 
farewell Speech, to both Houses, prevents our giving some farther 
details of the proceedings of this busy Session ; in which the Parlia- 
ment seemed to feel that the eyes of the intelligent part of the peo- 
ple were scrutinising the conduct of the' different branches. 

On the 21st of March, His Excellency having commanded the at- 
tendance of the Speaker and Members of the House of Assembly 
in the Legislative Council Chamber, gave the Royal Assent to Fif- 
teen Acts, reserving for His Majesty's pleasure the Bill for erecting 
a District Gaol in the Borough of Three Rivers, 

His Excellency then closed the Session with a long Speech, which 
began by giving due praise for the assiduity in public business which 
both Houses had displayed. He next alluded to the alarming ill- 
ness of His Majesty, which was destined to cause the establishment 
of a Regency in a period of vital interest to the Nation. Alluding 
to the Government of the United States, His Excellency characteris- 
ed their new Act of non importation, directed against Great Britain^ 
as a branch of partial and irritating policy ; the operation of which, 
even their own Lawyers and Mercantile Citizens could not under- 
stand. Afler having expressed his thanks for the provision made to 
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cover the deficiency in Che funds originally voted for repairing the 
Castle of St. Louis, the Governor's residence) he congratulated them 
upon the constitutional manner in which the Act for disqualifying the 
Judges, had been passed. 

His Excellency's Speech, assuming the style of advice> in the 
most earnest manner, called their attention to those circumstances of 
an augmenting Population and Commerce, which would demand an 
increase and energetic execution of the Laws. In this part of his 
Speech, we find a recommendation to the Legislature, in favour of 
the Inhabitants of the Townships, behoeen whose Lands and the City 
of Quebec^ he had caused a spacious Road to be opened* He charac- 
terised them as cultivating their lands in a manner well calculated to 
serve as an example to other parts of the Country ; and he express- 
ed his hope that emulation, not jealousy, would be felt towards them. 
The following paragraph, closing his Speech, we give verbatim, ex- 
pressing, at the same time, our regret that the opinions and advice 
which it contains, have been little attended to by the Leaders of the 
Nation Canadienne. 

** And notv. Gentlemen^ I have ohlyjurther to recommend^ that as, 
in an early part of the Session^ you yourselves took occasion to observe 
on the dij^cuky of the task, you will proportionally exert your best en- 
deavours to do away with all distrust and animosity Jrom among your" 
selves .* wh^e these are suffered to retnminy all exertion for the public 
good must be palsied. No bar can exist to a cordial union : — religi- 
ous differences present none — intolerance is not the disposition of the 
present times — and, living under one Governmenty enjoying equally its 
protection and Jostering care, in the mutual intercourse of kindness and 
benevolence, all others will be found ideal* I am earnest in this advice^ 
gentlemen. It is probably the last legacy of a sincere well-wisher, wko^ 
if he lives to reach the presence of his Sovereign^ would indeed present 
himself with the proud certainty of obtaining his approbation, if he 
could conclude his report of his administration with saying : — I found, 
■Sire, the portion of your Subjects that you committed to my charge, di' 
vided among themselves, viewing each other with mistrust and Jealousy) 
and animated, as they supposed, by separate interests. I left them, 
Sire, cordially united in the bonds of reciprocal esteem and confidence, 
and rivalling each other only in affectionate attachment to your Ma* 
Jesty's Government, and in generous exertions for the public good*" 
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CHAP. XIII. 

RECAPITUXfATION, 

INTERSPERSED WITH GENERAL REMARKS. 

A. D. 1759—1811. 

We think that the present Chapter may be made useful to our 
readers, by taking a retrospect of our previous career, and recapitu- 
lating the material points of the political progress of the Majority of 
the Provincial House of Assembly. The recess of Parliament, in the 
year 1811, seems particularly convenient for this temporary pause : the 
firm and uncompromising conduct o^ Sir James Henry Craigt support- 
ed by an accomplished Military Staff, headed by the brave General 
Brock, gives assurance of internal tranquillity. The question of peace 
or war with the United States was still doubtful, more particularly as 
His Majesty's Government seemed resolved that it should not be the 
first aggressor, but that the high responsibility ofdeclaring war should 
be left to the American Government, whose unprepared situation for 
active hostilities, both as to moral and physical force, is notorious. 

Our first Chapter states the design of the work, being an historical 
enquiry into the combined causes which have produced the pre- 
sent extraordinary crisis of political affairs in Lower Canada. The 
French Canadian Leaders in the Provincial House of Assembly, 
professing to act constitutionally, have brought themselves and 
their adherents into direct collision, on matters of Finance, with 
His Majesty's Executive, acting under instructions advisedly and 
repeatedly given by His Majesty's Imperial Government. We 
then give our opinion that the pretensions of the House of As* 
•embly extend to a virtual monopoly of the powers of the Civil Gov- 
ernment, by such a complete control in Legislation and Finance as 
would render His Majesty's Representative, and the Legislative 
Council, though co-ordinate branches of the Legislature, subservient 
to the interests, prejudices and passions of the French Canadian Ma- 
jority. These pretensions are considered the more dangerous^ be- 
cause they emanate from Members of the popular branch> who pro- 
fess the Romish Religion, and whose superior education and talent 
enable them to form the political opinions of the uneducated Elec- 
tors, who are distinguished from the rest of His Majesty's Subjects, 
by an indiscriminating attachment to the laws, language, manners and 
habits of their French ancestors. We next state our belief that these 
pretensions have> in a great degree, arisen from the encouragement 
afforded to the exclusive ambition of the French Canadian Leaders. 

U 
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by the Constitutional Acts, 14, Geo. IIL Cap. 83, and 31, Gto, IIL 
Cap. 31, and we propose to examine their theoretical defects and 
* their practical consequences, with reference to the interests of the 

British Empire at large, and to the justice due by His Ma- 
jesty's Imperial Government to the claims of the inhabitants of 
British descent. We assert that the pretensions of the House 
of Assembly cannot be founded upon any of the stipulations in the Ar- 
ticles of Capitulation or in the Treaty of Cession ; and we support 
this assertion by the result of a review of those Docun)ents. The si- 
tuation in which the French Canadians were left by the Capitulation, 
and by the Treaty of Paris, offered no obstacle to the true policy of 
a,8similating them to that accession of British population intended by 
Jlis Majesty, on which point we refer to the Proclamation; dated the 
7th October, 1763. 

After reviewing the Capitulation, and the Treaty of Cession, which 
chiefly secure to the French Canadians, life, property and religious 
toleration, we remark that the whole of their pretensions now become 
so formidable to the Subjects of British descent, and to the Imperial 
,Government, arise frona the injudicious liberality of the British Paf- 
.liament, which, by the Acts 14, Geo. III. Cap. 83, and 31, Geo. III. 

I Cap. 31^ indulged every wish of the conquered ; and by the esta- 

blishment of the old French Laws and Romish Religion, with the 

• ascendancy in the popular branch, secured by universal suffrage 

in the Election of Members, have given a monopoly of power to the 
French Canadians, and left the Subjects of British descent without any 
beneficial influence in the Legislature. 

% We therefore reviewed the Act 14, Geo. III. Cap* 83, which re- 

established French Laws in the Province of Quebec, tending to con* 
cenlrate the French Canadians as a separate people, tvith a Clergy sup- 
ported hy Tythes, remarking in passing that the natural disgust at 
these Establishnrients drove British Emigrants and Loyal Ameticans 
to the Upper Districts, and led to the next measure, prolific of evil, 
namely, that of dividing the Province of Quebec in the year 1791, 
and granting, mthqut tlus least regard to difference of circumstances, a 
House of Assembly with the same extiensive privileges to each division. 
We next reviewed the Constitutional Act, 31, Geo. III. Cap. 31 ; 
and, with particular reference to Lower Canada, we foijnd it calculate^ 
to place the French Canadians in rivalship with the other Subjects of 
His Majesty, audto facilitate the attempts of their Leaders in the House 
of Assembly to monopolise the powers of the Civil Government, and 
make His Majesty cl , mere military protector, lavishing the jblood and 
treasure of the British Nation in defence of a separate people, reprt' 
senting old France, rather than assuming the characteristics of a C<d(h 
^y of Great Britain*^ 

Pursuing the subject, we alluded to the legitimate and approved 
process of amalgamating the conquered with the conquering nation : 
a proper distinction was also ailedged between a conquest that is 
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found fully RettWd, (for instance the Islands of Gufirnsey and Jersey, 
and the Empire of China) and one like Lower Canada, which docs not. 
al- pres&iU contain one. hundredth part of the population which it mil 
bfi ahle to support^ when properly settled and cultivated^ 

Considering the enactmeats of the Constitutional Act, with more 
immediate reference to the Act l^, Geo. HI., Cap. 83, which had 
concentrated the power of the French Canadians, by the establish- 
ment of the French Laws and the Romish Religion, the effect of the 
almost universal suffrage in electing Members of the Provincial As- 
sembly conferred by the Act 31, Geo. III., Cap. 3 1 , on this part 
of the popul^ition, must tend to perpetuate their inclination to be a 
separate people, and to direct them in choosing Representatives 
pledged to maintain this flattering distinction. The theoretical infer- 
ences from those enactments, were next supported by a brief recital 
of the progress of the Constitution, till the period of the financial 
disputes between the House of Assembly and His Majesty's Govern- 
ment; when it was found that the Provincial Administration was 
supported, in rights and measures absolutely necessary for its benefi- 
cial existence, by only three Members, out of the fifty which com- 
pose the popular branch of the Legislature. This pr'ogress, agreea- 
bly to our hypothesis already mentioned, we suppose to have en- 
couraged the Leaders of the House of Assembly to dictate such 
terms and financial conditions to His Majesty's Government, as jf 
submitted to, would make the whole Province and the British Nation 
contribute to the wealth and permanent power of those leaders and 
their adherents. We then state our opinion that they have a nearer 
prospect than ever of this consummation ; and that a review of the 
most remarkable steps evincing the ambition aqd objects of the 
House of As&embly, will^ prove that they have neither been negli- 
gent nor scrupulous, in pursuing the object of obtaining a popiplete 
controul over the purse and person of every Subject of British prf^ 
gin in the Province. 

Our second Chapter commences the promised review of the mpst 
remarkable steps evincing ambition in the Leaders of the late I^ousies 
of Assembly ; and we assert at the outset, that in the first and least 
exceptionable, and least formidable House of Assembly, the natural 
operation of the Constitution, and the dawnings of that ambition 
which, while we write, has reached its noontide altitude, are discerni- 
ble to every^ intelligent reader of the proceedings. 

The fatal omission in the Constitution to enact that the minuter of 
proceedings should be recorded in the English language only, ai^ be? 
ing that of the Sovereign, is stated to have produced many obstacles , 
to the Anglification of the Country ; and we contrast this omission 
with the provident conduct of the Congress oi the United States, 
which body, while admitting the Territory of Louisiana, inhabited hj 
Frenchmen, as one of the States of their Confederation, enacted, that 
all Minutes of Proceedings^ in the Courts and Legislatures of their 
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I Sister State, should be exclusively recorded in the language of the Con- 

stifution of the United States ; that is to say, in the English Ian- 

I ' guage ; which enactment has naturally made the study of the £n« 

glish tongue a pnmary object with the French Louisianians ; and, 

' though in numbers, at the time of their admission, they were about 

' half the amount of the French Canadians in 1791, the former now 

generally speak, or understand English, and have changed their 

/ French Laws for a new Code, while the Legislature and people of 

Canada remain averse from the most salutary changes approved by 
France herself, and necessary for the beneficial and lastingly friendly 
intercourse between this Province, and the English speaking popula- 
tion and States, by which she is partly surrounded. 

In the first Session of the first Parliament, the ambition of the 
Majority is chiefly discernible in refusing, on futile pretences, to 
choose for their Speaker, a Member fully acquainted with both lan- 
guages, showing, at the very commencement of their career, that 
the very head and front presented to His Majesty s Representative^ 
should be always French, and that their xuish was for ever to make 
Lower Canada, to the back-borie, French, The claim set up to the 
Jesuits' Estates, is next brought forward ; and thisearly motion 
in the House of Assembly, shows that the constant object of 
that body, has been to diminish the legitimate rights . of the con- 
quering power, and to prevent a participation by the old sub- 
jects in the benefits of the Conquest. France always conquered Jbr 
the benefit of the French Nation ; but our French House of Assembly 
have used, from the beginning, the poxvers conferred by Great Britain, 
to make the Conquest of Canada beneficial to the conquered onlyy and 
a continual subject of annoyance to the conquerors* 

We then allude to the effect of the remains of the old French po- 
liteness, which frequently gained its ambitious lend, by manoeuvring, 
rather than by a direct opposition to His Majesty's Government. So 
long as the English Minority amounted to about a fourth part of the 
Assembly, it frequently happened that the absence of some French 
Canadian Members, for business or for electioneering purposes, re- 
duced their numbers to an equality with the usual Minority, and the 
House to the lowest quorum. Whenever, in such circumstances, the 
French found that the, English were likely to carry a question, one or 
more French Canadians would withdraw ; and immediately the Speak- 
er, always obsequious to the Faction who elected him, would adjourn 
the House for want of a quorum.* The question was thus delayed 
until the personal convenience of the absent Members would admit 
of giving a decided negative. This manoeuvre, however, was desti^* 

y 
* Jjih curioui to remark, bowerer, that this manau^re, which Mr. Spealer 
Fane(( afterwards so often encouraged, was, in the first instance, employed against 
Jiims^If, as will appear by an account of the first debate on the personal privileges 
of the Members of tba Hou^e of Assembly, contained in the stcood Chapter lie- 
lora mentioned. 
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ed to become obsolete' in the Parliamentary tactics of Lower Cana<* 
da, after the end of Sir Robert Shore Milnes* Administration ; when 
the Minority, comprising some Canadian Placemen and Members ol* 
British origin, had diminished to about ten members, or one fifth of 
the House of Assembly. We also allude to the delusion as to the 
almost magical effects ascribed to the forms of the British Constitu* 
tion, in turning Frenchmen into Englishmen, the rallying cry of the 
Minority being, " let us all put our shoulders to the roheel, and let the 
•* English Constitution have a fair trial among Frenchmen.** Mean* 
time, the new Judicature Bill, affording the prospect of lucrative si« 
tuations to Judges, Crown Lawyers, and Prothonotaries, conciliated 
many individuals to things as they were. The Executive had then 
something to give ; the resources of Lord Dorchester's Adminis- 
tration, had not been dried up by a declared bankruptcy 6f the Re* 
ceiver General, nor by the lavish votes of the House of Assembly 
for internal communications, which have reduced the present Admin- 
istration to a morsel of bread. 

Our third Chapter describes the pertinacity with which the French 
Canadian Majority resisted every modification of the Feudal Tenure 
of Lands, which Tenure they considered as best calculated to dis« 
courage Settlers of British origin, or, as they aflerwards had the 
hardihood to call them, intruders, from settling in the French Seignio- 
ries. Fear, xohich is the original source of French politeness, still pre» 
served decorum in the House of Assembly towards the Legislative 
Council, and His Majesty's Representative. This characteristic of 
the first House of Assembly, was the means of encouraging the Ex- 
ecutive to recommend several useful Measures. The Acts passed 
were chiefly permanent ; and the Messages of the Governor were re- 
ceived with thanks, and promptly taken into consideration. A sup* 
ply of five thousand pounds was unanimously voted ; and, at this 
period of comparatively good feeling, if any shrewd observer of the 
tendency of the Constitution, the nature of the Canadian Leaders, 
and the gullibility of their Adherents, had predicted that they would 
eventually come into direct collision with the Imperial Government 
on pecuniary affairs, and set the local Government at defiance, his 
prophecy would have been treated with scorn, and his person spurned^: 
from all decent society. 

Next comes an account of important Measures and Projects con- 
nected with Provincial Finances and Improvements. With respect 
to the former, the Consolidating Act, patronised by Lord Dorchester, 
is not approved, for reasons hereafter to be mentioned ; while the 
Koad Act IS referred to as giving rise to an avowed and lasting op- 
position, on the part of the Majority of the House of Assembly and 
their Constituents, to every improvement calculated to disturb their 
peculiar habits, lliis Law was passed under circumstances which 
prove that the House of Assembly hcs seldom been the instrument of 
good^ except by chance, or by ajatality beyond the momentary controul 
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of the ordinary Majoriti/ of ike Members. The Road Act, so inter- 
esting to the trade and inland communication of the Country, laying. 
a moderate contribution of labour or money upon the French Canadi- 
ans and otiier Subjects, for the improvement of their property, was ne-. 
vertheless opposed by some Members of the House of Assembly, as; 
leading to direct taxation. This, however, being the last Session of 
the fiist Parliament, the principal part of the French Majority, were 
absent on private affairs, or for electioneering purposes ; and this im- 
portant Bill, patronised by Lord Dorchester, was thus, by ch&nce, 
carried through, and became the Law of the Land 

Next follows an account of the failure of an attempt on the part 
of the Legislative Council and the Minority of* the House of As- 
sembly, to obtain a Bankrupt Law, under the designation of ^' an 
** Act formate effectually securing^ and J or equally distributing among 
** Creditors, the Estate and Effects of persons failing in trade** In 
opposing this very seasonable and salutary Bill, the Majority were 
eager, as usual, to extend French Laws, rather than to adopt or im- 
itate what was English, and therefore recommended the introduction 
of the Code Marchand of France, which, from the restricted nature 
of Canadian Trade, had not been made the Law of the Land, by en- 
registration in the Books of the Supreme Council of Quebec, before 
the Conquest. The tacit compromise which prevailed till the Majo- 
rity became stronger was, that the English should make no attempt 
to introduce English Law ; and that the FVench Canadians should be 
satisfied with the Custon^ of Paris, and the Ordinances enregistered 
as aforesaid, thus leaving the Country and its extending Commerce, 
to sufier for want of regulations which the Colonial connection with 
Great Britain, render peculiarly expedient to be framed on the prin- 
ciples of the Commercial Law of England, the introduction of which 
was specifically prayed for by the French Canadians and Subjects of 
British origin, who jointly petitioned for a House of Assembly in the 
year 1784. The Speaker, and even the most loyal French Canadians 
who obtained places, never would support Government in the smallest 
innovation upon the French Laws, •which, toiih the Feudal Tenure of 
Lands, 'were cherished as the means of deterring Emigrants from seek* 
ing an Asylum in a Province, thus refidered French in fact, though 
British in name. With this Session ended the first Provincial Parlia- 
ment of Lower Canada, and the Administration of Lord Dorches- 
ier, who, as having been instrumental in recommending the Act 14, 
Geo. III., Cap. 83, is to be considered as inimical to British Coloni- 
zation, and possessing those narrow views, which contemplated Lo\^ 
er Canada as a sort of military post, chiefly important on account of 
the strong fortifications of Quebec. 

The fourth Chapter brings us to the second Parliament, and to the 
Administration of General Prescott, who was sincerely disposed to 
introduce British principles and improvements, and who conducted 
the Government with safety through a crisis produced by internal dis- 
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content, influenced by the revolutionary doctrines of the French Re- 
public. The Majority of the House of Assembly, partly composed 
of democratic enthusiasts, partly of Members pledged to their Con- 
stituents, to obtain the repeal of the Road Act, gave much trouble to 
the Executive; but certain riotous proceedings, including attempts to 
■starve the Citizens of Montreal, by withholding supplies of provi- 
sions, combined with the intrigues of Revolutionists to strengthen the 
hands of Government, producing the celebrated Acts of the first 
Session for the regulation of Aliens, and the better preservation of 
•His Majesty's Government. Meantime, the neighbourhood of the 
rapidly settling British Colony of Upper Canada, and the Commer- 
cial Treaty of Great Britain with th€ United States, stimulated the 
House of Assembly to pass several regulations," which enabled the 
Colony to make some advances, in spite of the impedinients of French 
Laws, and a Feudal Tenure of Lands, inimical to human industry 
-atid' enterprise, particularly in the Cities and Towns. 

Next comes an epoch when accidental causes begin to favour the 
'French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly ; and we des- 
cribe the destructive conduct of the Land Board, a part of the Exe- 
cutive Government, entrusted with the superintendance of the settle- 
ment of the Waste Lands of the Crown, under the English Tenure 
of Free and Common Soccage. The ruinous effects of the location 
of CrOwn and Clergy Reserves, in scattered lofs^ and the benevolent 
efforts of General PrescoU to redress the grievances of the Loyalists 
and other Inhabitants of the Townships, agreeably to the instruc- 
tions of His Majesty's Government, are described in this Chapter, 
as -well as his failure in his laudable intentions, owing chiefly to the 
influence of the interested Members of the Land Board, over Mr, 
Osgoode, the Chief Justice of the Province. The fatal abuses in the 
Land Granting Department, not only deprived the Province of the 
accession of thousands of Emigrants from the United States, skilled 
in Agriculture and in all the Arts connected with clearing and im- 
proving the Waste Lands of the Crown,. but also laid the foundation 
of much discontent against the Provincial Government, on the part 
of the Subjects of British origin, and gave an accession of moral 
force to the French Canadian Majority of the House of Assembly ; 
which body, however, did not interfere to obtain justice for the Set- 
tlers, but rather secretly rejoiced in their ruin. 

This Session of Parliament which began 20th February, and ended 
17th May, 1798, is an epoch in the constitutional history of the coun- 
try. The Executive now assumed merely a defensive position against the 
encrease of French Canadian influence, and formed a close connection 
with the Legislative Council as the only branch friendly to the Prero- 
gatives of the Crown, and to the principles of British Colonisation. 
The English and Commercial Minority of the House of Assem- 
'bly meantime abandoned almost every pretension to introduce innova- 
tions on French Laws^ coalescing with the French Canadian placemen 
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who happened to be Members of that House, and who we'e as much at- 
tached to French Law though not so prejudiced against improvement as 
the Majority. Thus cononaencedakind of Oligarchy in the Government 
of Lower Canada, which must always exist under the present vicious 
Constitution 'till the House of Assembly shall be permitted to be the 
sole fountain of legislative authority, and obtain a complete con- 
trol over the Executive, in financial affairs, and in the execution 
of the laws.* 

The Majority of the House of Assembly now began to avoid all 
permanent Acts : they perceived that their pretensions to make the 
Colony and its resources beneficial to themselves and to the French 
Canadians only, must be contrary to the intentions of the British 
Government ; and they, therefore, could only hope for a prolongation 
of their existence by making the march of the administration liable to 
interruption, whenever their own convenience or views of ulterior 
ambition should permit measures of such avowed hostility to Gov- 
ernment. 

Chapter fifth reviews the proceedings of the third Sesssion of the 
second Provincial Parliament, which was remarkable by the despatch 
of public business, owing partly to the suspension of all attempts to 

* We seise every opportunity of recalling the attention of our reeders to this as- 
8«>rticn, and to impress upon their minds that no alteration of constitutional ar« 
rangements which shall not insure to this Province, separately, or united with Up- 
per Canada, *<a House of Assembty representing the feelings and interests of the 
•* British as well as of the French Canadian population, can prevent the existence 
** of an Oligarchy, or monopoly of power in a few persons, to be employed for the 
'* aggrandisement of themselves and their dependents.'* That every Briton would 
priffer an Oligarchy, influenced by British principles, to the complete control of a 
House of Assembly elected by an overwhelming Majority of French Canadian 
vote<i ranuot be doubtful ; but it has been proved by experience, that such an Oli- 
garciiy is rendered powerless by the House of Assembly, as now composed, in every 
attempt to encourage firitikb Emigration, or beneflcial Settlement of the Waste 
Lands of the Crown ; or, in short, in making this a British Pk'ovince in fact, as it 
has been for half a century in name. Under Uie present Constitution, the Subjects of 
Biilish origin, for the twenty years last past, have never had six Representatives io 
the House of Assembly, truly exhibiting their sentiments ; and evtn this small pro- 
portion has been continually misled into compromises, and occupied more with 
the means of preventing an absolute dissolution of Civil Government, than witbtbe 
interest of their Constituents, lliis is a state of affairs which our fellow subjects in 
Great Britain, and even in the other British Colonies on this Continent, do not ua- 
dersund ; but which their national sympathies should prompt them to inquire into. 
A British Emigrant coming to Lower Canttda, naturally thinks that the popu- 
lar branch should be his protector and patron ; but when he finds that this 
branch is French Cnnadian^ aj'd inimical to British ColoniztUiony headdresses 
himself t J the Executive ; but the inclinations of this branch in his fatw he 
finds parar^sedVnf the encroachments and partial disposition of the House tifM' 
KcmVy Tb us not onlu the old residents of British ortg%n ha ve no part orpurtisn 
in the popular branch ; but the Emigrant^ deluded by the name of a British Pro^ 
tince.fif ^ himself in a foreign country^ and that he might as well haveemi' 
grated ^ f^^ Republics oj South America^ or to the Brazils^ or much better to the 
United States than to Lower CanadOj as respects political rights^ and the benefit 
^f laws similar in principle to thou of his native land. 
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introduce the spirit of English Cammercial Law, and partly to the en- 
creasing urgency of the country for various local establishments and 
regulations suited to the progress of the Colony. This Session was 
opened 2Sth March, and ended 3d June, 1799. The vigilant ambi- 
tion of the Majority was evinced by the adoption of the analagous 
practice of the British House of Commons, postponing the reading 
of His Excellency's Sj)eech 'till their privilege of originating laws 
should have been asserted, by giving leave to introduce and read a 
Bill. This Chapter contains so.ne remarks upon the only assessments or 
direct taxes for local purposes which the House of Assembly has ever 
passed ; though petitioned and urged repeatedly to adopt the system 
approved by the practice of Great Britain, the neighbouring Colonies 
and States. The Act in question imposing an assessment on rent, and 
enacting a composition for public labor, for the purpose of making and 
repairing streets and roads in the cities and vicinities of Quebec and 
Montreal, if extended to the country Parishes and Settlements under 
necessary modifications, would be a great means of effecting improve- 
ments in an oeconomical manner, it being notorious that the produce of 
assessments is applied under the vigilant inspection of the payers of it^ 
and cannot be employed to the exclusive benefit of a fexjo individuals^ 
iJoithout subjecting them to speedy reprobation and punishment. 

In alluding to the discussions in the House of Assembly upon the 
regulation of weights and measures, we show the pertinacity with 
which the Majority retained the Minot; which is eight per cent, 
larger than the Winchester Bushel and five per cent, larger than the 
Bushel comprehended in the Imperial Quarter of Eight Bushels esta- 
blished in the United Kingdom in the year 1S25. 

The Act ♦for levying a tax upon Writs issuing in due course of 
law in His Majesty's Courts, for the purpose of defraying the expen- 
ses of erecting Court Houses in Quebec and Montreal, is mentioned 
in this Chapter as having a considerable influence in making the Law- 
yers in the Assembly second the members, closely connected with 
the country electors, in their views of taxing imported merchandise, 
including British manufactures, for all purposes. In this manner^ 
the commerce of Lotoer Canada is made the common bearer of all those 
burihenSy which in other countries art equally divided among agricultu- 
rists, merchants, professional men and local associations. 

The Consolidated Act, of this Session, is next described ; and, as 
it is connected with those financial disputes which have lately been 
the means of developing the ambition of the French Canadian Ma- 
jority, we shall here repeat what is said of its object and consequen- 
ces. The object of this Act, 39, Geo. III. Cap. 9, was to obtain the 
repeal of the British Act 14, Geo, III. Cap. 88, and 28 Geo. Ill, Cap. 
39, and offering a permanent Act with permanent appropriations for 
the purposes contemplated in these Acts, amounting to twelve thou- 
sand pounds sterling, thus obliterating all traces of the power of the 
Imperial Parliament formerly exerted in taxing the Colonies for the 
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purpose of revenue. The consequence of a compliance, on the part 
of the Imperial Parliament, with the object of this Colonial 4ct, 
would have been to make the support of His Majesty's Civil Govern- 
ment, both in Upper and Loxver Caftada^ depend upon the will of the 
Legislature of this Province. Such an experiment has hitherto ap- 
peared unnecessary and dangerous, xvith retyped io a Colony inhahilcd 
chiefly by persons ofVjench origin ; and His Majesty's Ministers have, 
in our humble opinion, wisely declined moving the British Parliament 
to comply with the conditions of the Act in question. 

The demands of the conquered, ^mentioned in our review of the 
Capitulation of Montreal, were tlie favorite text book of the House of 
Assembly ; and this body endeavoured to exercise, by means of Colo- 
nial Laws, the power of establishing new Parishes, which exclusively 
belongs to the Sovereign or his belegates. 2^his p&ccer uas particn- 
larly embraced in the postponed Union Bill q/iS22; hut^ as one of the 
hj^gkest I-rerogatives of the Crown, it appears expedient that its regu- 
lation and the general state of the Rowan Catholic Clergy in Lower Ca- 
nada should be the subject oj a separate Act of the Imperial P(irliamenL 

Then follows an allusion to the Governor's Speech, showing tliJit 
his unfortunate differences with Chief Justice OsgOode on the Lanil 
Granting abuses, had forced him to conciliate the popular branch of 
the Legislature, and give them an expectation that by skilfully avail- 
ing themselves of the differences between the other benches of the 
Government, the French Canadian Majority might eventually turn the 
whole resources of the Province to the benefit of themselves and their 
Constituents. Indeed, no legislative body has profited more by acci- 
dental causes in peace and in war, tiian the French CanacJian Hou3e 
of Assembly of Lower Canada, notwithstanding tke^ humiliativg 
check to unprincipled ambition, which it lately received from the hipe- 
rial Parliament by the Canada Trade Act, and the Act still more re- 
cent which regulates Free and Common Soccage f^ands in the TciVfi' 
ships by English laws. 

This Chapter touches upon the absurdity of expecting thpt ii^ 
Lower Canada, «ny appeals to the sense of the people, by Dissolu- 
tions of the Assembly, should have the smallest effect in producing a 
House differently composed as to views and principles, or more frf 
vorable to the Local Government and to the interests of the British 
Empire at large, under the present Constitution. As an illustration 
of this peculiarity in the political state of this Province, we menti^ 
the general appeal, imade by Mr, Pitt's Administration to tiis Majes- 
ty's Subjects throughout the world, calling for voluntary contrib^i- 
tions, for the support of the just and necessary war ; in which, fof tne 
preservation of the thaones, the altars, and the independence of Eu; 
ropean States, His Majesty, and his Allies were engaged. — Those 
contributions produced millions of money in the United Kingdom; ancl 
the occasion was seized by Britons, in every quarter of the globes 
to manifest their zeal for the national cause, and for the support of th^ 
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Imperial Government. The result of this appeal, however, to the in- 
habitants of Lower Canada, was very dififerent from what some san- 
guine calculators expected. The French Canadians and influential 
RfresentatiiieSy from the causes already mentioned^ had in no manner 
sympathised with the British Nation, nor identified themselves with its 
fortune and gl<)ri/. On the contrary the disposition of the " Natiojt 
Canadienne," and the ambition of its Leaders fostered by theprepoS' 
tertius and absurd policy of the conqueri7ig poxver, were to remain a 
tcparate people, distinguished from Englishmen, by laws, language, 
manners, habits and pursuits, of their own. Under such circumstances, 
the result may be readily conjectured by our inreliigent readers ; 
instead of obtaining fifty thousand pounds, from a province con- 
taining that number of householders, boasting of their loyalty, the 
contributions were chiefly confined to the French Canadian Volun- 
teers, a military corps in British pay, and to persons of British origin 
in the Cities and Boroughs, producing not one tenth of that sum. 

A contemporaneous event is however mentioned to show that from 
the same French Canadians, at that period of comparative good fed^ 
ing, a litt^ management could always obtain compliments and pro- 
fessions, costing little and pledging less of money or service. The in- 
tention of Governor Prescott to leave the Province on a visit to 
London produced Addresses, in which they joined with the other 
Subjects, in the warmest expressions of gratitude and attachment to 
His Excellency, and to His Majesty's person and Government. 

The succeeding Administration of Lieutenant Governor Milnes, 
is severely characterised as being of a weak, temporising, selfish and 
short sighted description. Abandoning the objects of beneficial 
Colonisation, this Administration was chiefly occupied in dividing 
among its greedy adherents, the wrecks of the new settlements in 
the Townships, conveying large tracts of fertile land to persons, de- 
void alike of the talent and the capital requisite to form beneficial 
Settlements, and extend British Colonisation. We request the par- 
ticular attention of our readers to the systematic flattery with iihich 
Sir Robert Shore Milnes plied the House of Assembly, for the tem- 
porising purposes of his Administration, showing his readiness to sell 
the Birthright of Britons for a mess of pottage. Intelligent readers 
of the proceedings of the House of Assembly, during his long Ad- 
ministration, must be confounded with the eulogiuras on the past, and 
brilliant anticipations, of the future, which prevail in his Speeches.* 
Right or wrong, the two Houses must be gorged with flattery, till at 

* Some of those friends of Sir Robert Shore Milnes, whom his general ameni- 
ty of manners conciliated, pretend that he imitated the style and spirit of His Ma- 
jesty's Speeches lo the Lords and Commons; but they cannot deny that, in such 
imitation, he should have been restrained by the disparity oC^ircumstances. His 
Majesty, in the homogeneous nature and disposition of the Inhabitants, with the 
power of balancing the great interests of the United Kingdom, finds ample meant 
of preventing that constant and radical contradiction of the Measures of the Utinm 
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length, the Legislative Council, completely surfci^eil, exhibit a loath- 
ing of the annual banquet, while the appetite of the Assembly cor- 
thiues keen till the last, misleading some more recent Governors in 
planning their ways and means of influencing the latter body. 

The events of the Session beginning on the 5th of March, and 
prolonged with little benefit till the 29th of May, 1800, are chiefly 
remarkable as showing that the House of Assembly disregarded tbe 
interests of Commerce, however much recommended by that of the 
Colony, and the Empire at large, and was eager to restore every ad- 
vantage, for the exclusive benefit of their Constituents, which had 
accrued iegitimately to His Majesty from the Conquest, and xiohich 
he tvas disposed to app/t/ to the benefit of his old and new Subjects w- 
discriminately, particularly by promoting Education in the English 
tongue. 

An attempt, on the part of the Commercial Interest, to obtain some 
direct encouragement, by bounty, for the culture of Hemp, failed this 
Session ; but, when it was afterwards supported by a strong recom- 
mendation from that Government, tohich covered all deficits in the 
Proviticial Revenue by a portion of the produce of British taxation, 
it succeeded: and an experiment in the culture of Hemp was made, 
which failed, partly from the slovenly and monotonous habits of the 
peasantry, and partly from the circumstance that the French Canadi- 
an Clergy have no right of tythe, even from Roman Catholic Parish' 
toners, on any Grain^ except what is fit for the food of Man. 
. This Chapter also contains an account of the renewal of the claim 
of the French Canadians upon the Estates of the Order of Jesuits, 
already mentioned. Jean Joseph Casot, the last of the Canadian 
Jesuits, died the 10th of March, 1800 ; and the House, hearing that 
the Executive, in expectation of that event, extinguishing the 
pretensions of any individual, had finally taken possession for the 
Crown, addressed the Governor, praying for certain Documents to 
facilitate an investigation of the claims of the Province on the Es- 
'tates, which that body alledged to have been given to the Jesuits, by 
the King of France, for the specific purpose of affording the means 
of instruction to the people. His Excellency, however, having stat- 
ed that the Address of the first House of Assembly had been con- 
sidered by His Majesty in Council, and that an order, nevertheles?, 
had been received from the Colonial Department, to take possession 
for the Crown ; the House of Assembly, irfiuenced by the deference 
to Royal Authority which still restrained that body, was satisfied with 
consigning the appropriation of the Jesuits' Estates to the mass of 
grievances, which His Majesty's Nation Canadzenne is now pre- 
paring to expose by a Special Delegation of Representatives at the 
foot of the Throne. 

ictry, appointed by him, which are totally wanting in Lower Canada; where the 
boast of being bom a JBriion, is no recommendation to the popular branch of th* 
Xtegialaturei but tbe contrary. 



XIII.3 OF LOWER CANADA. 157 

Tliis Chapter, completing the history of the last Session of the 
second House of Assembly, alludes to an abortive attempt on the 
part of the Minority, to introduce into the Constitution, the British 
principle of a qualification of property in ell Candidates for a seat 
in the House of Assembly ; that body, however, as will soon appear 
by the refusal to admit a 5evf of reputable character, was more in- 
clined to establish a Religious Test, than a pecuniary qualification. 

Our sixth Chapter opens with stating the result of the General 
Election for the third House of Assembly, which was warmly con- 
tested, and returned eighteen Members, including five French Cana- 
dian Placemen, friendly to the Executive, though, of this number, all 
were not favourable to the smallest modification of French Laws, or 
of the Feudal Tenure of Lands. At this period, the British interest 
was suflUciently strong in the Cities and. Boroughs of Quebec, Mon- 
treal, Three Rivers and William-Henry, to return a Majority of the 
nine Members, allotted to those places.* Tliis House of Assembly 
indeed, was as well composed to forward British Interests and sup- 
port the local Government, as the circumstances of the Country, with 
ks vicious Constitution, giving universal suffrage to the French Ca- 
nadians, would permit. It will also be observed, that party spirit and 
competition between the Legislative Council and the Assembly, could 
be soothed into compromise, and that the success of Measures did 
not always depend upon the Department in which they originated. 
Meantime, the British Ministry appear to have entirely lost sight of 
the consequences of the injudicious Constitutional Acts, adverting 
always to the Anglification of the Colony, as a mere matter of rou- 
tine, and having apparently no idea of the obstacles to their wishes 
of spreading the English Language, which the Acts 14> and 31, Geo. 
HI., had made. If they, however, received a correct report of 
the proceedings of this Session, they must have been undeceived ; 
for the House of Assembly, in nearly re-echoing that clause of the 
opening Speech, in which His Excellency intimated the intentions of 
His Majesty to establish a competent number of Free Schools, for 
Ihe instruction of the rising generation, in the first rudiments of use- 
ful learning, and in the English Tongue^ took great care to show that 
Instruction in the native language of the Sovereign, was uncongenial 
io the feelings of the Majority, as being, in truth, incompatible with 
itheir ambitious views of keeping their Constituents a separate and con^ 
^entrated body^ obedient to the political doctrines tohich they could con" 
vey in the French language^ either openly or in a covert manner ^ 
through the medium of Notaries and Priests, 

* The British Settlers, persisting alinrays in the support of the local Govern^ 
ment, were at length completely worsted in 1827 ; and from all those places, only 
two Members were returned, who were uncompromising Supporters of the Execu- 
tive : the late Election, in fact, exhibited rather a triumphant progress of the Ru- 
lers of the Country, than the solicitation of votes and interest which, in other 
Couatries, humbles, Cor a time, the Candidates before the Electors. 
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Tills Session, which be^sran on the 8th of January and ended on 
tlie Sth of April, 1 801, is remarkable as affording a curious instance 
of tlie uncompromising ter.ucity of the Constituents of the Assembly, 
who then, as in the year 1827, persisted in re-electing the old Mem- 
bers, however obnoxious to Government : indeed^ for the twenty years 
last pdsfj they have sent into the Honourable HousCt ten Members out 
of the Jt/iyt fJoho toould vever be admitted into any respectable eompa- 
ny. Charles Baptisie Boitc bad been expelled from the last House 
of Assembly, in consequence of a previous conviction of conspiracy, 
with others, to defraud Eticnne Drouin of divers sums of Money ; ne- 
vertheless, this obnoxious character was triumphantly re-elected as a 
^lember of tlie House of Assembly, for this third Pariiament, from 
which he was agairi speedily expelled. The enlightened Electors of 
tlie County of Effingham^ resolved to overact the part of those who 
reelected John Wilkes, of infamous memory, elected, for the third 
time, the same Charles Baptiste Bouc, whose annual annoyance could 
only be prevented by an Act of the Legislature, necessary in Lower 
Canada, and unprecedented elsewhere, ** for disqualifying and res- 
training Charles Baptiste Bouc from being elected, and sitting and 
voting as a Member of the House of Assembly" 

This Session is remarkable, by the number of Acts passed, and 
the vdriety of subjects brought into discussion. The Crown Law- 
yers and two Judges of the Court of King's Bench, being Member* 
of the House, important explanations and amendments of the Laws, 
were suggested by their experience ; while deference to them facili- 
tated the concurrence of the Legislative Council in those amend* 
ments. Be it always, however, remarked, that nothing of the princi- 
ples or practice of English Law was introduced : French Laws were 
explained and eulogised, in French ; and, His Majesty's coin ex* 
cepted, the House of Assembly was always disposed to quarrel with 
every thing not presented in a French style* 

Then follow some explanatory characteristics of the Executive^ 
showing that the local Government limited its endeavours to obstruct 
the developemenl of a vicious Constitution, instead of taking deczHve 
Measures jor Us reformation, by appealing to His Majedys Ministers,. 
and exhibiting, in true colours, its destructive effects upon British 
Colonization and Commerce, and upon the interests of the Empire at 
large. The Annual Session of the Provincial Parliament, was opened 
on the 11th of January, and ended on the 5th of April, 1802 ; and 
is remarkable, by the deference shown to the Commands of His Ma- 
jesty, with respect to the encouragement of the Culture of Hemp, 
for which an Act was passed this Session, producing a costly expen- 
ment, which nothing but the ignorance of the British Government, 
as to the political and moral state of the Colony, could have recom- 
mended. Besides the principal causes of failure already alluded to, 
andxvhich ijcere neither urifavourable soil nor climate, we may mention, 
that among an uoeducated and unenterprising peasantry, it requires 
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extraordinary encouragement to induce the cultivation of any article, 
without a more immediate view tLan Foreign Commerc/e. The Agri- 
cultural Societies afterwards established in Lower Canada, better un- 
derstood the preferable objects of encouragement. The improvc- 
nient of the breed olf Cattle and Hogs, and the increased cul- 
ture of tytheabh Grain, have been their principal objects ; and 
considering the influx of British Emigrants, under every disadvan- 
tage, we may even suppose that the culture of Hemp, and its pre- 
paration for a Foreign Market, may be reintroduced in Lower Cana- 
da, and more particularly into the Townships where the interest of 
t'le Clergy to prevent the cultivation of any article net subject to 
tythe, does not exist : the experiment seems desperate in Seigniorial 
Lands ; but the impediments to success there, form only additional 
motives to give it a fair trial elsewhere. 

This Session, in the despatch and extent of Public Business, shows 
the importance of the interests which occasionally united in influenc- 
ing the march of the Administration, and likewise the facilities given 
by the Executive Councillors, Members of the House, who were en- 
abled to state whether Measures originated by the Assembly, would 
in np wise interfere with His Majesty's Prerogatives. It "xill hereaf- 
ter appear, that tvhen the jealousies and intrigues of the Majority had 
prejudiced the Electors against voting Jbr Executive Councillors^ and 
prevented almost any person connected with the Executive, from having 
a seat. Measures tvere passed by the Assembly repeatedly, in such m 
§k^pe, as necessitated their rejection in the Legislative CounciL 

Another attempt was made by the Majority, this Session, to es- 
tablish a pecuniary allowance for the Legislative services of the 
Speaker and Members of the Assembly ; and the Constitution not 
having restrained individuals devoid of property, from being elected, 
this Measure was of vitsd importance to many poor Members, and 
was with the utmost difficulty defeated, by the influence of the Ex- 
ecutive, and of those who considered it calculated still farther to de- 
press the character and qualifications of future Candidates. 

The seventh Chapter begins by stating the effects of the jealou- 
sies between the House of Assembly, and the other branches of the 
Government, in preventing every species of improvement which 
could not be compassed by individuals and private associations, and 
alludes to the effects of Foreign Commerce^ and the enterprise of 
Mercantile Men, in promoting the industry (rf* the Country, under all 
the disadvantages which arise from an incompetent Legislature, 
equally ignorant of the principles of political economy^ and of the re- 
sources qf the Canadas. 

Among the British and Commercial Members of the Assembly, 
there were some indefatigable individuals, who took every opportuni- 
ty of the absence of a Majority of French Canadian Members, to 
"have tlie freedom of discussing their projects of improvement, and 
appealing to the enlightened part of the public on their merits. This 
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Session was opened on the 8th of February, and ended on the 14th 
of April. On the 1st of April, when the absence of many French 
Canadian M iembers,^ and the well ascertained disposition of the Le- 
gislative Council gave hopes of success, Mr. Young introduced a 
Bill for enregistering Deeds affecting Real Property, granted by His 
Myjesty under the English Tenure of Free and Common Soccage : 
this Measure would have produced good titles, and facilitated the 
siile of the Township Lands by those who had obtained extensive 
grants ; but such was the hostility of the French Canadians to Bri- 
tish Colonization^ that the present and all future attempts to obtain 
Register Offices, have been defeated in such a manner, as to itigma' 
line the House of Assembly as the patron of Mortgage Fraudsy and to 
ihroiK a general odium over the Constifitents of that body. The Legis- 
lative Council, unwilling to participate in this odium, was, at difieiient 
times, induced to manifest its desire to facilitate the publicity of all 
encumbrances on property ; and, in order to deprive the Assembly 
of any pretext of interference Hith the French Laws which regulate 
the Feudal Tenure of the Seigniories, that body in the year 1825, sent 
down for concurrence, a Bill entirely cortfined to the Registration of 
Sales arid Encumbrances of Township Lands, and studiously avoiding 
whatever cotdd in anywise disturb the routine of the French Canadians 
and their Feudal Lords ; but this Measure met with the customary 
reception which the House of Assembly has always given to every 
encouragement to Colonisation on Britisl^ Principles, and to every -re- 
gulation which would afford a fair experiment of the effects of Bri- 
tish Laws, in the most distant corner of Lower Canada. Indeed, no- 
thing short of the interference of the Imperial Parliament, will be 
necessary to enact Laws for the benefit of the Townships, which are ex- 
clusively settled by Subjects of British origin^ eager to obtain the ad- 
vantages of Britiih Legislation. 

lliis Chapter contains several characteristic features of the truly 
Feudal and French pictdre of the Assembly, and deserves the par- 
ticular attention of all those who doubt the difficulty, or rather the 
impossibility, of rendering Lower Canada, under the present Con- 
stitution, a British Colony in fact, as it has been in name, for more 
than half a century. The business of this Session was much inter- 
rupted by the absence of Members ; but the French Canadians took 
care to be sufficiently strong in the House, to defeat all attempts at 
innovation upon the old Laws and Customs of the Province, being 
equally regardless of the numerous examples of improvement held 
forth by the course of Legislation in France, England, the United 
States of America and Upper Canada, and proving that Mr, Pitt's 
expectation that emulation, instead of jealousy, would characterise 
the French Canadians, when insulated by his impolitic division of the 
Province of Quebec, has entirely failed ; and its failure has in no 
small degree derogated from the correctness of his other Measures 
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respecting Foreign- Nations: — on this subject, however, we must re- 
fer our readers to the account given in Dodsley's Annual Register, of 
the debate in Parliament upon the Constitutional Act, 31, Geo. III.» 
Cap. 31. 

We next giv^ an account of the extraordinary Session, called by the 
Lieutenant Governor, in virtue of express authority given to him by a 
clause of the new Militia Act. Official intelligence of the renewal of 
the war between Great Britain and the French and the Batavian Re- 
publics arrived at Quebec in July : in consequence of which the Le- 
gislature of Lower Canada was summoned to meet on the 21st 
August, 1803. The promptitude with which the great Majority of 
the Members took their seats, and renewed the temporary Acts for 
the better preservation of His Majesty's Government and the regu- 
lation of Aliens, were subjects of eulogium in the Speech of His Ex- 
cellency. But even this short Session of ten days affords some sam- 
ples of opposition to the Executive, and differences between the Le- 
gislative Council and House of Assembly, worthy of being referred 
to by our readers.- 

The Act, originating in the former body, entitled " an Act for the 
more ample publication of certain Acts of the Provincial Parliament^* 
was carried through the Assembly with much difficulty ; because the 
authority given to the Executive to order the reading of laws and 
proclamations by the parish Priests was supposed to expose them to 
be influenced by the Government. Mr. Joseph Papineau strongly 
opposed the measure ; and an attempt was made to substitute the 
Captains of Militia in the room of the Priests, which however failed, 
from the notorious circumstance that many of those officers were 
unable to read correctly, and very much required the assistance of 
the Priests, in order to understand their military as voell as their other 
duties. 

During the recess, the effects of the war, vigorously carried on by 
Great ^Britain, almost single-handed, against Napoleon Buonaparte^ 
the Ruler of France, produced an extraordinary demand for Canadian 
Produce in the British markets ; and the progress of the old, and the 
introduction of new branches of industry, particularly ship-building 
and the manufacture of lumber and potashes, are mentioned. 

The fifth and last Session of the third Parliament was opened 10th 
February, and ended 2d May, 1804?. It was a busy Session, in which 
the financial system of taxing imported goods caused much debate 
between the Majority and feeble Minority in the House of Assembly. 
When the proposed ways and means of defraying the expense of 
erecting Gaols and finishing Court Houses were debated, the Major- 
ity, whose influential members were lawyers, notaries and habitants^ 
were assailed by a strong opposition out of doors on the part of the 
Mercantile interest ; and this Chapter contains an extract fvqfa a Pre- 
sentment of the Grand Jury of the District of Montreal, in favor 
of the British principle of defraying the expense of local establish- 

W 
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ments by local assessments ; to which we request the particular atten- 
tion of our readers. It is needless to repeat that this opposition was 
fruitless, and merely tended to show, that, under the present Constiiu- 
iiouy the merchants will always have t© complain that their interests 
and those of commerce are constantly sacrificed to the immediate in- 
terests of those who completely lead the peasantry, by flattering 
their prejudices. But, to understand the scope of the general mea- 
sures of finance proposed by the Majority, it is particularly necessary 
to recollect that under the present Constitutiony men 0/ large propertij 
have no direct influence in the Legislature, or at elections, and are en- 
tirely at the mercy of the forty shilling vassal of a foudal Seigneur, who 
sits in the House of Assembly, voell tutored by the lawyers and notaries to 
harass the commercial and other capitalists, and to make all their under- 
takings tributary tofoudal burthens, and taxation for local and general 
purposes* Capital in Lovjer Canada is thus deprived of its legitimate 
influence, and driven to seek security under governments more wisely 
constituted. 

Besides differences with the. Legislative Council, the Majority of 
the House of Assembly distinguished this Session, by calling in 
question the Prerogative of the Crown respecting His Majesty's rights 
to certain lots of ground in the City of Montreal, intended to be 
granted as the scite of a new District Gaol. This, being only the 
forerunner of other attempts to interfere with His Majesty's ter- 
ritorial rights, is worthy of the attention of our readers, and will pre- 
pare their minds for the consideration of the various grievances al- 
leged by the candidates for votes at the approaching general election, 
which are briefly noticed in our succeeding Chapter. Meantime, the 
quorum of the Assembly having been reduced to twelve members by 
the casting vote of the Speaker, the ParKament was at length proro- 
guedy with Sir Robert Shore MUnes' usual tribute of applause* 
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CHAP. XIV. 

RECAPITUIiATION 

CONCLUDED. 

Our retrospect and recapitulation have embraced more topics than 
we at first intended ; but we shall endeavour to be as brief and rapid 
as our anxiety to fix the attention of our readers upon some salient 
points of the ambitious progress of the Majority of the House of As- 
sembly, may permit. 

Our eighth Chapter opens with an analysis of the grievances declaim- 
ed upon at the general election; by which it appears that nothing less 
than the regulation of all the affairs of the Constituents on the old French 
and feudal system would have been satisfactory. The predominancy 
in population was boldly stated, as if the country had Been free and 
indrpendentf to entitle the French Canadians to a predominancy in all 
the civil offices of honor and profit, leaving to the conquering power 
the empty name of a mere military protector. Meantime, the imagi- 
nation of the orators ran wild as to the happiness which would arise 
to the " Nation Canadienne^** if, as in the House of Assembly, a 
Majority of French Canadian Roman Catholics existed in the Exe- 
cutive and Legislative Councils, extending the national influence 
through every civil and religious department. The Oligarchy^ formed 
by the temporary coalition of a minority of French Canadian Roman 
Catholic Placemen with Protestant intruders, was the particular ob- 
ject of obloquy ; and at this time all the civil officers of the Govern- 
ment were indiscriminately stigmatised as being engaged in a conspiracy 
to monopolise all the benefits of office for themselves and their children. 
The principal topics of declamation were, however, of a prospective 
nature : few^ indeed, and frivolous, were the grievances which could be 
alleged as actually existing ; but maay were stated to be in prospedt* 
Because Lower Canada was a Dependency of Great Britain, it was al- 
leged that continual attempts would be made to introduce heavy taxa- 
tion ; and the Presentment of the Grand Jury of Montreal, in &vor 
of an Assessment for building a District Gaol, was given as a pre- 
sumptive proof that direct taxes would be the order of the day^ if ex- 
traordinary efforts were not made to return all those of the old mem- 
bers, who pledged themse!ves to oppose such burthens. 

The fourth House of Assembly contained an unusual number of 
small proprietors holding their lands under Seigneurs, subject 
to annual rents, mutation fines, and other feudal burthens, who con- 
ceived themselves already sufficiently taxed by the immemorial custom 
of the country. Their habits of thought were almost hereditary from 
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father to son ; and, while they were alarmed by the spectre of direct 
taxation, they could not conceive how the produce of direct taxes 
could be applied to enhance the value of their lands, nor connect 
their interest with the general improvement of the country. In their 
restricted view, the operations ojthe Merchant were for his sole interest ; 
ivhUe those of the Laxjoyery Notary and Priest were chiefly beneficial to 
their employers. The new members were entirely under the controul 
of the Lawyers and Notaries, and increased the strength of the Ma- 
jority against all Assessments and direct taxes, and in favor of taxes 
on Merchandise. 

Sir Robert Shore Milnes, and the Majority of the Executive Counr 
cillors, having no other object than to obtain the means of carrying 
on the Government, took no decided part in the financial question as 
to the objects of taxation ; and the commercial interest was in the 
minority in the Legislative Council as well as in the House of As- 
sembly. 

The repeated defeats of all attempts to modify the Feudal Tenure 
could not however deter some young members of the Assembly from 
agitating the question, and detailing the numerous impediments to the 
progress of the Colony in industry, both agricultural and commercial, 
which ihat tenure entailed. The eighth Chapter accordingly gives 
an interesting discussion upon the Bill introduced by Mr. John Cald^ 
well, " to enable the Seigneurs of this Provitice to compound, Jbr their 
feudaJ^rights and dues, with their vassals and censitaires" The House 
of Assembly would not even go into Committee upon this Bill, which 
was considered as calculated to encourage Protestants to intrude 
themselves into the parishes and towns, diminishing not only the tythe 
to the Priests, but also the number of votes at elections in favor of 
French Canadian predominancy. 

The influence of foreign commerce, and the indefatigable persever- 
ance of interested individuals, produced several Acts connected with 
the local improvement of the country this Session; and it is a painful 
subject of reflection, that all the attempts of well intentioned indivi- 
duals to coalesce the inhabitants of British origin with French Cana- 
dians, in Libraries, Banks, Insurance Companies, Hotels, Assembly 
Rooms, and even Concerts of Music, have ended in discord and com- 
plete division. This incompatibility of temper is entirely owing to the 
ambition of predominancy engendered by a Constitution, which in its 
progress exasperated those feelings of hostility, which during thirty 
years after the Conquest were gradually softened down, permitting the 
closest ties which bind families together to take place frequently ; 
and French Canadians and Britons, were described by travellers as 
amalgamating into one people, in the year 1784. 

The same Chapter states the conclusion of Sir Robert Shore 
Milnes* Administration, and gives grounds of suspicion, that his Re- 
port 10 His Majesty's Ministers would have avoided any distinct views 
of the defects of the Constitution, and of the permanent causes which 
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would prevent the Cdony from being Anglified, and rendered useful, 
instead of being embarrassing, to the Imperial Government. 

After Sir Robert Shore Milnes had obtained leave of absence 
on account of his declining health, the Honorable Thomas Dunn, 
a Puisne Judge of His Majesty's Court of King's Bench for the 
District of Quebec, succeeded to the temporary Administra- 
tion of the 6overnment, under the title of President, and in 
virtue of his being the oldest Protestant member of the Executive 
Council. 

The administration of this old gentleman viras still less fit, than that 
of his predecessor, to hold the balance between the French and Eng- 
lish parties, or to shield the minority of English inhabitants from the 
effects of the systematic encroachments of the House of Assembly 
upon His Majesty's Prerogative, and the detestation evinced by that 
body against British principles of law and finance. 

The second Session of the fourth Provincial Parliament began 20th 
February, and ended 19th April, 180^; and it acquired distinction 
from the opportunity which the French Canadian Majority seized, 
during this weak administration, to render the constructive privileges 
of the House of Assembly oppressive to that liberty of speech and 
writing which, though not a French, is at least an English birthright.. 
The malevolent passions gave animation to this Session ; and they 
were chiefly excited by the well founded complaints of the then pow- 
erful body of merchants, against the system of taxing merchandise for 
all purposes, adopted by the House of Assembly, from reasons alrea- 
dy mentioned, connected with the prejudices, and immediate 
interests of the majority of the members, and of their French 
Canadian constituents. 

The merchants, and others, friendly to British principles, contended 
that local establishments, such as court-houses^ g ols and houses of coT' 
rectioriy should be defrayed by assessments or direct taxes upon the dis- 
triciSy counties and cities for whose benefit they might be respectively re- 
quired. The toasts* at a public dinner, given in honor of the mem- 
bers, who had supported those British principles of taxation, having 
been published in the Montreal Gazette, were voted a libel on the 
House of Assembly and on the other branches of His Majesty's Gov- 
ernment; and Isaac Todd, Esquire, the President of the dinner 
party, and Mr. Edwards, the Printer of the Montreal Gazette, were 
ordered to be taken into custody of the Serjeant at Arms. 

But those two individuals were not the only objects of persecution. 

♦ The toasts alluded to are given verbatim in the eighth Chapter ; and it must 
be a memorial of the madness of party spirit, that they should have been made th« 
grounds of prosecution by a House of AssembJy, pretending to be the most zealous 
and disinterested friends of political and personal rights : it is abundantly evident 
that the French Canadians and their Leaders conf&und the idea of liberty and right 
with fiiere power, which, like the other good things of this life, they wish to mono- 
polise, if that were possible^ for tliemselves and their descendants, to the exciusiou 
•fall otiiers. 
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Mr. Thomas Cary^ the intelligent proprietor and editor of the Que- 
bec Mercury, having accompanied his usual report of rhe proceedings 
of the House with some remarks, reprobating the rigorous course in- 
tended against the Editor of the Montreal Gazette, incurred the high 
displeasure of the Majority, who, retrograding half a century in search 
of British precedents, declared it a high breach of their privileges, for 
any individral to presume to give to the public an account of the pro- 
ceedings of the House of Assembly. Mr. Can/ was ordered into the 
custody of the Serjeant at Arms ; but having, by humble petition, ex- 
pressed his sorrow for having given unintentional offence, the House, 
thinking probably that they were advancing too fast to the reign of 
terror, ordered his discharge. 

Nothing is more pitiable than such attempts to obtain respect for 
persons and principles which do not deserve it ; and those violent and 
injudicious proceedings of the popular branch against the Press, had a 
very different effect from what it vainly expected. 

Several well written communications, calling in question the right 
of the House of Assembly to arrest a Subject of His Majesty by its 
Speaker s warrant, appeared in the Quebec Mercury ; and this con- 
structive right was considered so worthy of regulation, that a clause in 
the Union Bill of 1822, prohibited its exercise before it should have 
been enacted by the proposed new Legislature, and declared neces- 
sary for the support of its dignity. 

On the 4th March, Mr. Bedardy seconded by Mr. BertheloU ob- 
tained a Resolve for the appointment of a Committee of nine Mem- 
bers, to prepare an Address and Memorial to His Majesty, beseech- 
ing His Majesty not to exercise his right of disallowing the late Act 
of the Legislature, providing means for building Gaols for the Dis- 
tricts of Quebec and Montreal. 

Tliis Address and Memorial, as finally voted 18th March, is re- 
viewed in the same Chapter: its misrepresentations of facts, alledgmg 
what was false, and suppressing what was true, in the state of the 
country, and in the science of political economy, were mixed up with 
the usual portion of sentiments of loyalty and attachment to His Ma- 
jesty's person and government, and with such occasional touches of 
flattery to the Constituent body, that it may be considered a fair 
sample of that coquetting behaviour whicli distinguished the Majori- 
ty, who were too ambitious to serve either His Majesty or the Na- 
tion Canadienne, thinking only of serving the interest of them- 
selves and of their immediate adherents. 

The commercial minority was partially conciliated this Session by 
some regulations of trade, and by a vote of one thousand pounds for 
the improvement o^iheLachine Rapids; but, towards the end of the 
Session, the Majority lost their temporary good humour, by the refu- 
sal of the President to make an advance of seven hundred and fifty 
pounds, to defray the expense of translating into French, and print- 
ing for the use of the Members of the Assembly, Hattsell's Prece- 
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dents of Proceedings in the House of Commons. Such an application 
of money for the mere purpose o^ providing in French tvhat the Mem- 
bers should have endeavoured to study in the English tongue^ tvas thought 
to be deserving of the previous consideration of the other branches of 
the Legislature, 

The President does not appear this Session to have been treated with 
the respect due to his station by the Assembly ; and, though in humble 
imitation of his predecessor, he paid some compliments to both 
Houses in his closing Speech, it h probable that he was far from be- 
ing satisfi'ed ; and though he suppressed all expression of personal 
feeling on the subject of a want of etiquette in the intercourse of the 
Members with him, he could not avoid lamenting the non-attendance 
of half the constitutional number, and the frequent adjournments for 
want of a quorum. All the Acts passed this Session were temporary, 
according to the systematic policy which endeavours to make the 
House of Assembly the regulator and controller of the march of the 
Administration, and to enable that body to connect its power with the 
continually recurring legislative wants of a progressive Colony. 

Our ninth Chapter begins with stating the progress of Commerce 
and Industry in Lower Canada, which is ascribed to the demand for 
the productions of the Canadas, and of the neighbouring States, in 
tlie British Markets, in consequence of the war in Europe, and the 
Decrees of the French Eraperor, which interrupted the intercourse 
of England, with the Continent of Europe, and more particularly 
with the Northern Powers; making the great channel of the Saint 
JLatorence important, in facilitating supplies of Naval Storres. 

After stating the extraordinary encouragement given by the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, to the employment of Capital in the Colo- 
nial Lumber Trade, and showing the advantages which Upper Cana- 
da, and those American States which border on the River St. Law- 
rence, derived from it, allusion is made to those peculiar diaracteris* 
tics of the French Canadians, and of their incompetent House of 
Assembly, which prevented them from having the principal share of 
the benefits derived from the resort of hundreds of Vessels to Que- 
bec, making two voyages annually, and carrying to British Ports, 
Lumber, Pot and Pearl Ashes, Wheat, Flour, and Provisions. The 
indirect benefits to the native population, were indeed great ; but we 
venture to assert that, until the Leaders of the French Canadians can 
be induced to second the policy of British Colonisation, by focilitating 
the comhinction of their Constituents with the Upper Canadians, and 
•with Emigrants from Great Britain and from the United States, they 
will have little share in clearing the Waste Lands, arid establishing 
new Settlements in this Province. Till this desirable combination 
take place, we shall continue to sec them and their Representatives 
jpnvious of the prosperity, though not emulous of the industry, of 
|;heir neighbours. 
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The tliird Session of the fourth Provincial ParUament,^was opened 
by Presidetit Dunn, on the 21st of Januar}^, and closed on the 16th 
of April, 1807. It was not remarkable for many important Mea- 
sures brought to maturity ; but,a variety of projects are mentioned, 
indicating that the Commercial and other interests were urgent for 
Legislative guidance and encouragement. The House of Assembly 
was, however, chiefly anxious to extend and secure the powers la- 
vished upon it by the Constitution; and the Act 47, Geo. III., Cap. 
' IG, containing regulations for the conduct of Returning Officers, 

«)ntributed to discourage Candidates of British origin, from op- 
posing those of French origin, at future Elections. 
t On the 24<th of February, the attempt to obtain a pecuniary al- 

' Jowance for the Speaker and Members of the Assembly, was renew- 

ed ; but it so completely failed, that since that period, an allowance 
' for Legislative services has been considered disreputable, except in 

^ the case of the Speaker, who, as a servant of the Honourable House, 

[ has been deemed a fit object of hire ; and since the year 1817, by a 

compromise with the Legislative Council, stipulating an equal allow- 
f ance, to the Speaker of that body, those Officers have each received 

a salary of one thousand pounds, for the service of three months, the 
\ usual duration of a Session of the Legislature. 

Though no Acts of importance were passed this Session, several 
connected with local convenience and police, occupied much of the 
time of the House ; and the President, in his closing Speech, had a 
fair opportunity of imitating his predecessor in praising the Assem- 
bly, which would, however, have been more gratified with his assent- 
ing to pecuniary reward. 

. Next follows an account of some important events in Europe and 
in America, which had a powerful influence on Canadian affairs.— 
The British Ministry, familiarly called " aU the Talents,'* which pro- 
mised so much, and performed so little, was finally wrecked on the 
rock of Catholic Emancipation ; and, in the months of March and 
April, 1807, a Torj' and Anti-gallican Administration was establish- 
ed, which, possessing the unbounded confidence of His Majesty, ral- 
lied around it the great body of the British Nation, and eventually 
obtained what Mr. Pitt desired in vain — the deliverance of Europe 
from the yoke of France, and the splendour of Military, in addition 
to Maritime Power and reputation, for their Country, 
. We also show the progress of the hostile disposition of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States towards Great Britain, accelerated by 
the unauthorised, though excusable zeal of Admiral Berkely ; whose 
orders to take, hy force of arms^ if necessary, certain Deserters from 
His Majesty's Navy, forming part of the Crew of the American Fri- 
gate Chesapeake, were strictly executed by Captain Humphries. 

Those events are particularly detailed in the same Chapter, as in- 
fluencing Canadian affairs, causing the appointment of Sir James 
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Henri/ Craigy as Governpr General, and I^aditig.to the unprecedent- 
ed mode of hostility adopted by the American Government, under 
President Jefferson^ which, by the prolonged Embargo on American 
Vessels, produced a contraband Trade from the Frontiers of the Uni« 
ted States, through Lower Canada, pouring Wealth, Capital anct 
Commercial Enterprise, into that Province, for two shipping seasonsi 
and affording a stimulus to improvement, which a competent and im- 
partial House of Assembly, would have made a lasting benefit to the 
Country and to their Constituents, as well as to the Subjects of Bri- 
tish origin. 

The fourth Session of the fourth Provincial Parliament, was open- 
ed by Sir James Henry Craig, Governor General, on the 29th of 
January, and ended on the 4th of April 1808.; and, as the inefficient 
Administration of PresidefU Dunn, had lefl much business in arrear^ 
the urgency for despatch was proportionably increased. Owing to 
the American Embargo, and the influx of Commerce, the establish- 
ment of a Bank was a favourite project, as the means of obviating 
the inconvenience of a continual drain of specie in payment of Amer- 
ican Produce : the regulation of the increasing Lumber Trade, was 
also an important object ; but, as the primary design of our essay h 
the developement of the ambition of the Leaders of the House of 
Assembly, we chiefly recapitulate what has a bearing on that subject. 

Our political hypothesis, resting chiefly upon the effects of an in- 
judicious Constitution, which has tempted the French Canadian Ma- 
jority to aspire to exclusive domination^ will receive much support 
and illustration from the conduct of the House of Assembly, this 
Session. At an early period, a resolve was carried by a Majority of 
21 to 5, " that Ezekiel Hart, Esquire, professing the Jewish Religion, 
cajinot vote nor take a seat in this House" This expulsion was equal- 
ly contrary to the Constitution, and to an Act of the British Parlia- 
ment, which, in the Reign of Geo. II,, had conferred all the rights 
of British Subjects upon all Jews, who might have resided seven 
years in any Colony belonging to Great Britain. 

The next unconstitutional Measure, was the Bill introduced by 
Mr. Bourdages, for disabling Judges from sitting and voting in the 
House of Assembly ; which Bill was passed on the 4th of March, by 
a Majority of 17 to 8 ; and, as an inducement to the Legislative 
Council to concur in the Measure, its wily partizans alleged that 
the Judges would be more useful to the Country and to His Majesty'^ 
Service, by being called to sit and vote in the Upper House ; , front 
voMch, succeeding Assemblies have, during many Sessions, endeavoured 
to expel them likewise. The Legislative Council, however, perceiving 
nothing in the Constitution to warrant this Bill, rejected it, leading 
to the judgment of the Electors, to choose Representatives possess- 
ing their confidence, from all classes not proscribed by the Letter ot 
the Constitution, which could only be altered by the Imperial Parlia' 
ment, or by the joint concurrence of the three branches of the Provin' 
cial Legislature. 
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Having shown a dejiire to introduce a Religious Test, as a qualifi^ 
cation for a seat in the House of Assembly, and also to prevent the 
choice of their Constituents from falling upon the most respectably 
class of His Majesty's Servants, the Majority next proceeded to in- 
terfere with the Prerogative of the Sovereign, and to obstruct the 
progress of the English Tenure of Lands ; which Free Tenure was 
well known to be the principal remaining attraction to Settlers of Bri- 
tish origin, upon the Waste Lands of the Crown, that is to say, four 
fifths of Lower Canada, vohich they preferred to see inhabited by fjoild 
beasts, rather than by Settlers of British origin, * 

On Thursday the 24th of March, on Motion of Mr, Bedard, it was 
Resolved, " That this House mil, on Monday next, take ^ntp consi- 
" deration the alterations tvhich it may be expedient to establish, toucji' 
" ing the nature and consequences of Grants in Free and Common 
" Soccage, and the precautions necessary to be adopted to prevent the 
" Croxvn Lands from being settled by Strangers, professing principles 
" inimical to those necessary Jbr preserving this Country io His ma^ 

" j^^^ys Empire" 

This n^w project, though cloaked in the mantle of devotion to 
Jiis Majesty's Empire, was ^een through, by the Governor General ; 
and the Majority of this Assembly, more prudent than their succes- 
sors, restricted their warfare to less noble game than the high Prero- 
gative of the Crown, which secures to tjis Majesty, in his Colonies 
and Conquests, the phoice of Purchasers and Settlers of the Waste 
Lands. The French Canadians must indeed make put a very strong 
case, and prove that they have been disturbed in the enjoyment of their 
afiual possessions, before they have the shadow of an equitpble right 
to complain against the policy pursued by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, in replacing the ravenous beasts of the Canadian forests, by 
human beings of any nation, not even excepting the dispersed chil- 
ciren of Israel. 

In the same Chapter, we criticise a variety of Laws and Projects, 
showing that the urgent circumstances of a Commercial Colony, will 
induce interested Persons to petition for regulations, which, from the 
want of a congenial spirit in the Fundamental Laws, must be ineffi- 
cient, and a mere lure to the hazard and destruction of the property 
of the Subjects. This remark particularly refer to the Incorporation 
of Banking Establishments in Lower Canada, before obtaining the «e- 
cessary protection of pr ope dy, and the publicity of its mutations and 
encumbrances, by Register Offices. 

From the want of the spirit of British Legislation in the Funda- 
mental Laws of Lower Canada, every attempt to introduce British 
Commercial Institutions arid great uiidertakings, has been attended 
witfi much danger and inadequate success ; and political jealousies 
continually interfere to embarrass and weaken associations among 
persons belonging to the learned professions ; Committees of Trade, 
Steam'Boat Companies, Banks, Insurance Offices, and Theatres, ex- 
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tJ?nding even their disorganising efTects to Societies for promoting 
Religion and Education, and for charitable purposes. 

We next remark upon the important Act for the Trial of Contro- 
verted Elections. This Act, 48, Geo. III., C«'ip. 21, has been recent- 
ly repealed by the Act 5, Geo. IV., Cap. 5, which, extending and 
modifying the previous enactments, gives complete scope to that prin- 
ciple of universal suffrage, which, under the present Constitution, 
win 83cure to the French Canadians, an overwhelming Majority in 
the House of Assembly. 

In closing this busy Session, the Governor General, aware of the 
approaching General Election, did not express that disapprobation of 
part of the Proceedings of the Assembly, which he must have deep- 
ly felt ; and he principally called the attention of both Houses, to 
the uncertain relations existing between Great Britain and the Uni- 
ted States, and their duty to fortify the minds of the people with 
courage and loyalt}', for the purpose of defending their Country, and 
securing the blessings conferred upon them by His Majesty's Go- 
vernment. 

Our tenth Chapter ciommences with describing the Oligarchical 
Association^ called the Quebec JunfOy which the Government had 
gradually permitted to be formed j as a kind of defence against the 
increasing ambition of the House of Assembly. This Junta, closely 
connected with the Executive, compiised several French Canadian 
Placemen, and still continues to be a specimen of those anomalous 
associations, which a defective political Constitution inevitably intro- 
duces into any Country ; and, in Lower Canada, though many of 
the Members have been merely actuated by private views, it has ne- 
ver entirely forfeited the confidende of the British Settlers^ who have 
been justly impressed with the opinion, that its influence, on the 
march of the Administration, was more favourable to them, than the 
Measures originating in the House of Assembly. 

This Oligarchy, consisting of the Executive, the Majority of the 
Legislative Council, Judges, Crown Lawyers and Placemen, still af- 
forded some protection to British principles and improvement ; and it 
was therefore the constant object of the jealousy of the Majority of 
the House of Assembly, which jealousy was considerably increased 
by the countenance which had been given to a Newspaper called the 
Quebec Mercury, ijoholly printed in the English Language^ and oc- 
cupied with extracts and discussions calculated to shovo the toant of 
British Laws and improvements^ To counteract the influence of this 
English Press, the French Canadian Leelders, during the Administra- 
tion of President Dunn, established a Newspaper called the Cava* 
mENy printed wholly in French, and entirely devoted to the am- 
bitious views of the Majority of the House of Assembly, which could 
chiefly he promoted by keeping the whole Province attached to theLaws^ 
Language and Manners which existed at the Conquest^ concentrating 
their Constituents as a separate people, predominating eventually in 
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every department of the Government, over the Subjects of British 
origin, who, except in Quebec and Montreal, and in the Townships, 
mi^t be said to be scattered in weak unconnected parties through- 
out the Seigniorial Grants of the King of France, and the Roman 
Catliolic Parishes. 

Among the characteristics of the Canadien Newspaper, should be 
particularly mentioned the mixture of abuse of the local Govern- 
ment, and of the British Settlers, with exaggerated expressions of 
loyalty to the King, and devotion to the Imperial Government, who 
were always represented as friendly to the ascendancy of the French 
Canadians, and to the full developement of a Constitution, which fa- 
cilitated to the latter, an exclusive domination in Legislation and 
Finance, while it impeded the Anglification of the Colony, and the 
resort of all Settlers of British origin* 

During the General Election of Members for the fiflh House of 
Assembly, in June 1808, the disappointment of Mr. J, A, Panety in 
4iis expectation of being re-elected for the City of Quebec, ascribed 
to Executive intrigue^ produced such opprobrious violence in the 
pages of the Canadien, ad drew the attention of the Governor ; and 
Mr. Panet being one of its Patrons, he was dismissed from his Lieu- 
tenant Colonelcy of the Militia, and received a private intimation 
from the Provincial Secretary, Mr. Rylandy that this disgrace was 
owing to tbe seditious tendency of his Speeches and Writings insert- 
^r . ed in the Canadien Newspaper. 

Tlie same Chapter next describes the firmness, and consis- 
tency, with which Sir James Craig defended the position which his 
«wn principles and the conduct of the Majority at the Election, had 
determined him to take in favour of the Subjects of British birth and 
origin. From this new and Commanding position, he reviewed the 
«Cate of the Country, uninflu^needy for a time, by the temporisitig 
vie^s of the Quebec Junta^ and perceived with sorrow, the multipli- 
ed grievances of the British population, and resolved to exert him- 
self for their redress. These grievances are detailed, and can be 
readily ascribed, by our intelligent readers, to the virtual exclusioa 
of that population from influence in the House of Assembly, and to 
the inimical effects of French Laws upon British Colonisation, Com- 
merce, and general improvement. 

The Provincial Parliament was summoned to raeet^ for the desf 

patch of business, on the 10th of April, 1809; and Mr. Panet hav<r 

in^ been ohospn Speaker, and contrary to expectation> approved by 

r^ His Excellency, the Session was opened with a long Speech, in which 

the warlike exploits of Great Britain, and her unsatisfactory negocia« 
tioQS with the United States, were reviewed, and Measures of do- 
B^estic Legislation were recommended for the permanent encourage^ 
meat of tlmt industry^ which the temporary stimulus of the Amen-> 
can Embargo, and the influence of extermd Conamencer had calle4 
forth. An intereating eactract from His £j(ceUency*s Speecbi giv^ 
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in the same Chapter, excited much discussion in the House of As- 
sembly ; but, except that he described the internal jealousies, against, 
which he cautioned the Members, as being without cause or founda- 
tion, we conceive that His Excellency's remarks were seasonable and 
just. The Majority well knew that jealousies of the most prejudici- 
al nature, must always exist under the present Constitution, paralys- 
ing the efforts of the Executive for every purpose of public improve- 
ment, and impeding every Measure recommended to the House of 
Assembly, by the other branches, for the promotion of British Colo- 
nisation and Commerce. 

This short Session, being the first and last of the fifth Provincial 
Parliament, is distinguished by that intemperate heat in the proceed- 
ings of the Majority of the House of Assembly, which is reprobated 
in the Governor's closing Speech, All objects of internal improve- 
ment, for which the Petitions of enterprising Individuals covered the 
Speaker s Table, were postponed till the favourite questions of ex« 
pelling a Jew and disabling Judges, could be disposed of. 

The Bill passed by the preceding Assembly, for disabling the 
Judges, having been rejected by the Legislative Council, the Ma- 
jority of the present, containing several Members of a more revalue 
iionary character^ now attempted to violate the Constitutional Act of 
the Imperial Parliament, by excluding that respectable class of His 
Majesty's Servants, by ia simple Resolve ; which, if permitted, would, 
m fact, have nullified the power of the other branches in all ques- 
tions connected with the composition of the popular branch ; but, 
with respect to the Judges, this alarming course was suspended for 
the moment, to be afterwards renewed unsuccessfullyy hotoevery in the 
sixth Parliament. The re-expulsion of Ezekiei Hartf Esquire, the 
Jew, who had been re-elected for the Borough of Three Rivers, took 
place by a simple Resolve ; and the public sympathy and that res-' 
pect for principles of Religious Toleration, which befits British Sub- 
jects, have never been displayed by again returning a Jew to serve as 
a Member of the House of Assembly. 

The accounts of the Revenue and Expenditure having shown the 
prosperous state of the Finances, the Majority of the House of As- 
sembly were encouraged to contemplate the assumption of the Civil 
List, as will hereafter appear. We describe the motives of this en- 
terprise, originating in the ambition of the popular branch to obtain 
a complete controul over the expenditure of the produce of the taxes, 
levied upon imported goods, including British manufactures ; this N 

subject, being connected with those differences on Finances, which 
eventually brought the House of Assembly into direct collision 
with His Majesty's Government, and produced that display of the 
power of the French Canadian Leaders over their ignorant and preju- 
diced countrymen^ which now alarms all the other Subjects, is particu- 
larly recommended to the attention of our intelligent and unprejudi-i 
ced readers. 
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From the revolullonary temper now openly displayed, it is needless 
to state that Bills and other conimunications sent dow^ from the Le- 
gislative Council, were neglected by the House of Assembly, and 
that the proceedings of this body soori exhausted the patience of the 
Governor. 

Accordingly, on the 1 5th May, Ills Excetlenty closed this short 
Session ; and intimated his intention of dissolving the House of As- 
sembly, and, in His Majesty's name, appealing to the sense of tht 
j)eople. His Speech, on this important occasion, exhibited that mix- 
ture of military frankness, with disdain of compromise^ which suited 
his character, arid formed nn extraordinary contrast to all the speeches of 
his predecessors in the Administration of Lotver Canadd, under the 
jBritish CroiJbn. 

Our eleventh Chapter contrasts the uniforrri result of an appeal, by 
Mis Majesty, to the sense of his people in the United Itingdom, with th^ 
result of appeals, made in his behalf by the Governors of Lowef Ca- 
nada, to the sense of the French Canadians. In the forifief case, the 
reasons for dissolving the Parliament are approved by the election of 
a majority of members of the House of Commons favourable to ther 
Ministry, ancf to the course of nrieasufes approved by His Majesty j 
in the latter, ihc people have uniformly re-elected a majority ofmem- 
hers opposed to the Provincial Administration, To tlie permanent 
cadses of this contrast we briefly allude, expresismg ouf astonrshment 
that, witnessing, during twenty years a radical opposition hi the po- 
pulaf branch to the Local Administration, Hfs Majesty '^ Ministers 
have not persevered in appealing to the wisdom of the Imperial Par- 
liament, to devisef or approve a remedy fot a disorder which already 
exhibits Lower Canada in a state ^Approaching to dinarchy. That 
anarchy, in the complete sense of the ierm^ do6s rfot yet exist, is owingf 
partly to the powerful influence of the Imperial Government, partly to 
the military force under the command of the Governor, but chiefly ia 
the want of energy and organisation in the adherents of the opposi- 
tion, who, in time ofpeace^ are called upon to contribute rio money, 
or labour, or service in a direct or burth^some mannet*, hy the Local 
Government. The opposition, therefore, at present, mere paralyses 
the Government, in every effort to advance th€ improvement of the 
country and promote British Colonisation ; but the spirit of contempt 
for authority is nevertheless foster6d by the opposition ; and the risr- 
ihg generation of French Canadians, receiving a French educixtion^ in^y 
in a few years exhibit that degree of boldness which theif fathers have 
riot attained, and reduce into practice the political principles too long 
tolerated in their Leaders. The Imperial Governniient will then find, 
that, by neglectinjg the policy approved by the experience of other 
nations, of assimilating the popular branch in Lower Canada to that 
which produces attachment to the religion, language and glory of the 
King in the United Kingdom, they have merely preserved military 
possession of this Provincei Without that support of pubUc opinion 
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which distinguishes a free from a despotic Goyemroent^ and a dutiful 
co-operation in the execution of laws, from mere submission to supe- 
rior force. 

The Majority of the men^bers of the dissolved House of Assembly 
made great exertions to be re-elected : and they succeeded chiefly by 
addressing the vanity ^nd prejudices of their ignorant constituents, 
w^ho were called upon to vindicate the rights which the Constitutional 
Act was asserted to have conferred upon them, of choosing represent 
Natives obnoxious to the Government. Every consideration of prudence, 
or apprehension of consequences, was treated with contempt in the 
Canadien newspaper, which was circulated and read gratuitously 
throughout the Roman Catholic Parishes. Sir James Henry Craig s 
person, and the supporters of his Government, were continual objects 
of obloquy and ridicule; and reports of the disapprobation of his con- 
duct, and of his speedy recal and disgrace, by His Majesty, were fa- 
bricated as a means of enlisting the respect of the French Canadians 
ibr the Monarch, in the service of those who had determined systema- 
tically to oppose his Colonial Representative, whenever he would not 
submit to become the tool of their ambition. Those misrepresentations 
and intrigues are described at large in the eleventhChapter, and prepare 
tlie mind of the reader for the result. The old members opposed to 
Government in the fifth Parliament were re-elected for the sixth ; and 
$ir James Henry Craig s well intended experiment to produce har- 
mony had a contrary effect. 

[ During the recess. His Excellency made a progress through the 
new and old Settlements of the Province; and, while his personal obser- 
vations confirmed the preceding reports of the grievances of the British 
Settlers, particularly in. the Townships, he experienced much satisfac- 
tion from the progress which, under every disadvantage of French Laws, 
Feudal Tenures, and an ill constructed House of Assembly, the Pro- 
vince had made since he first visited it, during the American Revolu- 
tionary war. 

The Governor General, on his return to Quebec, learnt that the 
unauthorised arrangement, by Mr. Erskine, of the differences with 
the United States, had been disapproved by His Majesty's Ministers ; 
^nd this event, diminishing the hope of a long continuance of peace 
with that Country, is said to have disturbed his project of re- 
pairing the defects of the Constitution of Lower Canada. On this 
subject we beg leave to refer our readers to the same Chapter ; while 
we hasten to recapitulate the proceedings of the first and only Session 
of the sixth Provincial Parliament- It was opened on the 29th of 
January, and closed on the 26th of February, 1810. Mr. Fanet 
was re-elected Speaker ; and the Governor made a Speech to both 
Houses, calculated to impress upon their minds, the duty of giving 
undivided attention to the meai)s of preparing the Province to resist 
the prdbfable hostility of the Government of the .United States, who, 
by their dismissal of Afr. Jacksony His Majesty's new Plenipotentiary^ 
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had manifested no desire to preserve friendly relations. His Excel- 
lency ended his Speech, by announcing his having consulted His 
Majesty's Ministers on the subject of disqualifying the Judges, and 
Stating that he was authorised to give the Royal Assent to a Bill for 
that purpose, in which both Houses of the Provincial Legislature 
should have concurred. 

Before replying to His Excellency's Speech, the Speaker of the 
Assembly, and the Majority, determined on recording, in the Journ- 
als of the House, a protest against the reprimand which the Govern- 
or had given them in his Speech at the Prorogation of the fifth Par- 
hament. On the 3d of February, a resolve was accordingly passed, 
characterising, as a breach of the privileges of the House of Assem- 
bly, any attempt on the part of the other branches to dictate or cen- 
sure its proceedings. Having thus, at the same time, cautioned His 
Excellency, and all others, including virtually the Editors of News- 
papers, to beware of censuring their proceedings, the Majority re- 
turned to the newly discovered road of ambition, namely, that of ob- 
taining a complete controul over the expenditure and application of 
the Provincial Revenue, including the Territorial Revenue which had 
accrued to His Majesty as the Suzerain or Superior of the Feudal 
Seigneurs, and the produce of Duties levied by Acts of the British 
Parliament, before the existence of the House of Assembly^ as well as 
the produce of Duties levied by Acts of the Provincial Legislature. 
With this controul, the wily demagogues perceived that they might 
eventually dictate to the Executive, the Salaries, and even the Ap- 
pointments of every Officer in the Civil Department, and turn to the 
advantage of themselves and their adherents, the whole expenditure 
of the Revenue of the Colony. 

With such views, as evidenced by the conduct of future Majori- 
ties, comprising several Members of the present, the House of As- 
sembly intimated, by an Address to His Excellency, as well as by 
Addresses to His Majesty, the Lords and Commons, which latter, 
the Governor was requested to transmit, its determination to assume' 
the payment of all the necessary expenses of the Civil Government. 
These Addresses, however, as our intelligent readers may suppose, 
were couched in general terms, and did not insinuate that, in return 
for this assumption, the British Government was expected to transfer 
to the House o^ Assembly, the appropriation of Revenues rapidly in- 
creasing, which had been established before the existence of that bo- 
dy, nor that a change was contemplated, which would infallibly tempt 
the Creature of the British Parliament to dictate to its Creator. Sir 
James Henry Craig, and his Counsellors, perceived the object of this 
offer, though it was accompanied and cloked with all those expres- 
sions of Duty, with which the machinations of an ambitious inferior, 
are always presented to his superiors. 

The answer of His Excellency, therefore, was extremely guarded ; 
and he particularly insisted oa tlie propriety and Constitutional right 
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of the Legislative Council to a concurrence in the Addresses of the 
Assembly, not only as being a co-ordinate branch of the Legislature^ 
but as being composed of Individuals having a large stake in the 
Country. This answer was not satisfactory to the Assembly; and, 
with the view of censuring it by Resolve, it was referred to a Commit- 
tee, principally composed of those Members who had planned the 
new system of dictating not only to the Governor and the Legisla- 
tive Council, but to the Imperial Parliament. 

The Bill introduced for immediately disabling the Judges, having 
been speedily passed, was returned by the Council, with an amend- 
ment, postponing their incapacity till tlio end of the present Parlia- 
inent. The Majority of the House of Assembly were anxious to 
obtain the passage of this Act, but still more eager to relieve them* 
selves from the presence of Judge Debonne ; and they therefore re- 
turned to a vote of expulsion ; and by a Majority of 19 to 10, they 
declared his seat vacant ; they also rejected that part of the amend- 
ment of the Legislative Council, which would have admitted of this 
individual being re-elected or replaced by another Judge ; and thus 
brought themselves into collision, not only with the Legislative Coun- 
cil and with the Governor's instructions, but also with the Constitu- 
tional rights of the Elective Body. 

These proceedings, leading to an application through the Speaker 
of the House of Assembly, to His Excellency, to issue a Writ, in 
His Majesty's name, for the Election of a Member for the County of 
Quebec, in the place and stead of the expelled Judge, placed the 
Governor General in an unprecedented dilemma, from which he deem- 
ed it necessary to extricate himself by a new Dissolution of the Pro- 
vincial Parliament. 

We refer our readers to the extracts from His Excellency's Speech, 
contained in the eleventh Chapter, which will shew the correct view 
which he took of the proceedings of a House of Assembly, which 
rather desired to provoke, than to deprecate the exercise of His 
Majesty's Prerogative. This ambitious, but shortsighted body 
knew, like the fabulous Anteus, that in falling to the ground, it 
would acquire fresh strength ; but it did not know that the British 
Hercules, according to our estimation of his genius, must eventu- 
ailly find means of destroying every particle of its offensive hos- 
tility to British Colonisation, rendering it totally inefficient in its 
efforts to give permanency to French Laws, Language and Charac- 
teristics in any concentrated Association on the Continent of North 
America, which every political mnd philanthropic motive should induce 
to be completely English. 

Our twelfth Chapter gives a view of the temporary causes which 
rendered the Governor's new appeal to the sense of the peop]0 to- 
tally inefficient, for any purpose of obtaining a House of Assembly 
more favourable to the views of the Exequtive, or to the interest of 
British Laws, Language and Colonisation. 

Y 
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The persons in authority, who had stigmatised the old Members as 
unworthy of being re-elected, were chiefly Protestants of British birth 
or descent, and naturally supposed to be partial to the Religion, Laws, 
Language and Manners of the great majority of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, The event confirmed the previous in- 
ference which many disinterested reasoners had drawn, that the r(- 
probation of Candidates for seats in the House of Assembly, by Gover- 
nors and Councillors appointed by a Protestant and British King, would 
be rather a strong recommendation to the favor of a people, whose religi- 
ous and Anti-British prejudices had been so preposterously fostered by 
theLegislative Acts of the British Parliament. The great Majority of the 
Members of the sixth House of Assembly were perEons who professed, 
at least the Romish Religion, and the most persevering disposition to 
oppose whatever could tend to innovate upon the old French Laws, 
or to disturb the hereditary routine of rural labour and amusement, 
which distinguished their Constituents. 

The old Members were so confident of the effects of the predilec- 
tions of the constituent body, that they at first derided every doubt 
of success; but, perceiving the unprecedented energy with wfkich the 
Executive, its immediate adherents, and the Subjects of British origin 
prepared to oppose them, they resumed the arms of ridicule and mis- 
representation, which had done them such good service at the previ- 
ous election. For this purpose, the newspaper Le Canadien, was adop- 
ted to furnish suitable texts for the oral comments of the Candidates 
and their agents ; and it was circulated at such an extraordinary ex- 
pense, as gave currency to an idle report, that it was partly supported 
by the Plenipotentiary of Napoleon Buonaparte, near the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 

The Canadien, thus connected in the minds of the credulous, with 
the intrigues and ambition of the Tyant of Europe, became the ob- 
ject of additional detestation and alarm to many persons well affected 
to the Government. Urged by them, and probably still farther stim- 
ulated by the writings which it contained, the Governor General, by 
the advice of the Executive Council, ordered the seizure of the 
Canadien Press, which, with all the papers found in the Printing Of- 
fice, was conveyed, under a military escort, to Quebec. This act was 
followed up by such a display of military precautions, as induced 
the well disposed part of the community to believe, that an extensive 
conspiracy against the Government had been discovered. They were 
however, speedily undeceived, and led to suppose, that views of pre- 
serving the minds of the people from the contamination of the sedi- 
tious sentiments, which flowed like a deluge from the Canadien Press, 
were the principal motives of its seizure ; and, that the display of mi- 
litary preparation was made as a check upon the more violent agita- 
tors, who chiefly resided in the neighbourhood of the cities and towns. 
Afler an examination of the Papers found in the Printing Office of 
the Canadien, six persons only, three of them Members of the late 
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Parliament, were taken into custody, by Warrants signed by tbe Ex- 
ecutive Coancillors, in virtue of the power invested by the Act for the 
better preservation of His Majesty's Government. 

The same Chapter describes the lingering affection of many of the 
Subjects of British origin, to the Constitution with all its defects, 
and notices the only indications of a wish to appeal to the Imperial 
Government, for its suspension, with the view of its future modifica- 
tion, which have come to the knowledge of the Writer. This appeal 
xoas not made in such a form as would have encouraged the Ministry to 
take' the high responsibilitu of ordering the temporary suspension of the 
Constitution, or moving the Parliament on the subject^ at a period xnhen 
there was no certainty of an accommodation of differences with the XJni* 
ted States. 

The seventh Provincial Parlianent met on the 12th of December, 
1810, and was prorogued on the 21st of March, 1811 ; and the first 
Session was distinguished by greater industry and moderation on the 
part of the House of Assembly, than could have been expected. 
The variety of reasons alledged at the time to account for this 
change, is mentioned, but not deemed sufficient, more particularly 
that which ascribed to the Majority, a settled determination to make 
a moderate use of their triumph over the influence of the Executive 
at the recent General Election. 

Mr. Panet was re-elected Speaker, and approved by His Excel- 
lency ; who opened the Session with a Speech confined to the rela- 
tions between Great Britain and the United States, and to local af- 
fairs. His Excellency recommended the continuation of the Acts 
for the better preservation of His Majesty's Government, and the re- 
gulation of Aliens ; and he ended His Speech, by promising to con- 
cur in any Measures for the public welfare, which both Houses might 
jointly propose. 

The Address of the Legislative Council, was an echo to the 
Speech ; but the Majority o^ the House of Assembly, introduced 
into the Address of that body, a marked disapprobation of the 
use made by the Executive, of the powers conferred by the Act 
^or the better preservation of His Majesty's Government ; and this 
paragraph was remarked upon in the Governor's reply. 

This same Chapter contains a long detail of questions connected 
with local affairs and proceedings on various Petitions, which the 
short Sessions and existences of the fiflh and sixth Parliaments had 
kept in arrear. 

On the 20th of March, this busy Session was closed with the in- 
teresting and impressive farewell Speech of Sir James Henry Craitr, 
which is the more worthy of being referred to ; because we may con- 
jecture from it, that the Report of his Administration to the Prince 
Regent, his present Majesty, would not have concealed the jealousies 
existing between different portions of the Province, and among its 
mixed population, nor neglected to recommend some remedy for the 
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yearly accumulating evils arising from a defective Constitution. At a 
future day, when the interest of the state may permit the publication 
of the correspondence and reports of the Governors of Canada, we 
doubt not but Sir James Henri/ Craig will appear to great advantage,' 
as the constant and uncompromising advocate of every measure which 
could conciliate the honour of His Majesty, and the interests of the 
Empire at large, with the union and welfare of the mii^red population 
of Lower Canada. His known independence of mind and Jbriune — 
the extensive knowledge of mankind which he had acquired in military 
and civil stations in every quarter of the world ;^-his advanced age, 
leaving him no strong passion to gratify but the lave of honest fome — 
all these circumstances combined^ induce us to believe that his Report (tf 
his Administration as Governor of Lower Canada, must have conveyed 
important truths, in plain language, to the Imperial Government ; and 
that itjbrmed, in many important points, as complete a contrast to those* 
of his predecessors, as his Speeches to both Houses of the Parliament of 
Lower Canada, do to those of Lord Dorchester and Sir Robert 
Shore Milnes. 
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